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PREFACE. 


Having  resolved  to  visit  the  Isle  of  Man, 
a  place  rem^kable  for  the  singularity  of  its 
lavtrs^  customs,  and  privileges,  my  curiosity 
prompted  me,  previously  to  setting  off,  to 
gain  every  information  in  my  povv^er  respect- 
ing it  With  some  difficulty  I  procured  a 
map  of  the  island,  but  tried  in  vain  to  pup- 
chase  any  book  upon  the  subject. 

During  my  stay  in  Man,  I  heard  various 
complaints  of  the  want  of  such  a  publication, 
and  was  thereby  determined  to  submit  to  the 
indulgence  of  the  public  the  present  collec- 
tion of  &cts  and  observations. 

This  is,  I  believe,  the  only  work  which 
combines,  with  a  description  of  the  country, 
a  history  of  the  island,  and  an  outline  of  its 
laws;  and  the  only  one  which  has  even 
touched  upon  its  mineralogy. 


Tl  PRBFICB. 

Of  the  subjects  mentioned  in  the  title  page, 
I  make  three  divisions;  the  first  containing  a 
general  and  particular  description  of  the  state 
of  the  island ;  the  second,  an  account  of  its 
constitution^  laws,  and  privil^es,  the  latter 
r^tive  to  strangers;  and  the  third,  its  history 
ik>m  the  earliest  tradition  to  the  present 
time.* 

*  Since  the  writing  of  this  fnbce  1  have  net  with  a 
book,  published  in  1808,  entitled,  *^  A  Descriptive  and 
Historioal  Aeoount  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  with  a  view  of  its 
sQciet^y  inanoeis^  and  customs ;  partly  oompiW  flom  vaii* 
ous  authorities^  and  from  observations  made  in  a  tour 
through  the  island  in  tlie  summer  cS  1808,  dedicated  to  Uf 
Majesty,  by  Nathamel  JelEnrys,  fiMrmerly  fepreseiitalive  in 
parliament  for  the  city  of  Coventry/'  12mo.  p^  200,  price 
8s. — ^This  title  page,  the  author  considers  ^  a  sort  of  literary 
Koeaoe  for  piduog  and  stealing/' 

It  is  the  duty  of  a  person,  who  writes  {(x  the  public  eye, 
to  give  every  information  in  his  power,  upon  the  sulgect  he 
has  chosen ;  to  examine  authorities,  and  to  rdate  many 
things  which  have  been  related  before.  The  authorities  of 
the  Jeweller  to  the  Prince  of  Wales  appear  to  have  been 
Robertson  and  Feltham.  Had  the  treatise  been  valuable, 
iwould  have  checked  my  own  presumption.  The  period 
of  ten  OF  fourteen  years  makes  considerable  alteration  iA 
the  appearance  of  an  improving  country  $  and  the  aalhor 
has  not  been  careful  to  separate  what  continues  to  be  tnie^ 
from  that  which  is  so  no  longer* 
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PREPACK,  TU 

Nineteen  pages  of  the  prefieu^  rekte  to  his  former  publi- 
catioDS^  and  his  transactioDs  with  the  Prince  of  Wales. 
They  contain  an  apology  for  his  past  conduct,  and  an 
assurance  to  the  public  that  the  subsequent  liberality  (a 
powerful  argument)  of  his  Royal  Highness  has  convinced 
him  of  his  farmer  errors. 
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BOOK  I. 


CHAPTER  L 

Situation  and  Extent  of  the  hleof  Man.    £^. 
mologyofite  Name.    A  Sketch  of  its  Mineral 

JVIAN  is  BXk  {slaod  in  the  Irish  lSea»  distant 
from  St.  BeeVhead>  in  Cumberland^  thirty  natt« 
tical  miles;  from  Burrow-head,  in  Scotland^ 
aixteen  miles ;  and  from  Strangford,  in  Ireland^ 
twenty  seven  miles ;  the  latitude  of  the  middle 
of  the  island  being  fifty  four  degrees  and  six* 
teen  minutes  north.  Its  length  rather  exceeds 
thirty  miles^  and  its  mean  breadth  ten. 

Etymologists  are  not  agreed  respecting  the 
derivation  of  its  name.     Bishop  Wilson  sup* 
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«  Etymology  of  the  Name. 

posed  it  to  be  an  -^bte^iation  of  Manning,  it» 
presept.Mafi^^tUlelial^n/ signifying^  in  that 
language,  among;  this  isle  being  surrounded 
bjr  other  territories.  Some  suppose  it  to  be 
derived  from  Mona,  a  word  which  they  imagine, 
but  without  sufficient  authority,  to  have  been 
used  by  Cassar  to  denote  this  island.*  Mona 
and  Monoida  are  classed  by  Ptolemy  under  the 
head  of  Irish  islands:  Pliny  informs  us  that 
Mona  and  Monapia  lie  between  Ireland  and 
Britain  :f  and  the  Mona  of  Tacitus  is  undoubt* 
edly  Anglesey ;  since  he  relates  in  his  Annals  the 
circumstance  of  the  infantry  of  the  army  of 
Suetonius  crossitig  frokn  the  main  land  in  flat- 
bottomed  vessels ;  and  of  the  horse  partly  ford- 
ing the  passage  upon  the  shoals,  and  partly 
swimming  over.  And,  again,  we  are  informed, 
in  the  life  of  Agricola,  that  the  army  under  the 

*  Alterum  (latus  Britannifle)  vergit  ad  Hispaniam  atque 
dccidenteiti  solem :  qlia  ex  parte  eat  HiberAia,  diniidio  YniHor^ 
vt  aestiflMtius  ^nan  Britannia:  sed  peri  Ipalio  trantaUsavs, 
atque  ex  Gallia  ^t  in  Britanniam.  In  hoc  medio  cursu 
cat  insula  quae  appellatur  Mona :  complurea  pn^re^  ttiinorea 
objects  insular  ^exisitiiniantur* 

Gasar^  de  BeUo  GaUicOf  Lii.  5,  Cap.  IS. 

f  Ititer  tfyberniain  acBritanMBB^  Miftttf  Monapiat  Rie* 
Ilea,  Vectis^  Silimnus^  Andro6«  Plin*  Lib*  4.  Cap.  16. 
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lis  Sunmit$  mid  ttivcr^^  S 

commaod  of  that  geMral  crost^  the  straitu 
withMit  the  amatftQce  of  any  re^n^,  and  $a 
frightaoed  the  iiihabitaBtl  by  tibe  boldn^es^  pf 
Ruch  conduct^  tJMt  they  sued  inmediately  fof 
peace. 

Perhaps  the  words  Monti  Md  MftO  m*y 
both  of  them  be  derived  from  the  ancient 
Britidi  \^ord  mdn,  accented  grate  in  Owen's 
dic1toiiary>  and  signiiying  what  is  isolated. 

This  island  is  divided  into  two  uneqifal  por* 
tlons  by  a  chain  of  moderately  high  piountaips^ 
running  from  north-east  to  south*west,  broken 
at  one  part,  between  mount  Kreevey  and  Sooth 
Barnile.  The  most  considerably  supimits  are 
Snawfel  and  North  and  fionth  Berrule,  the 
two  last  forming  its  extremities.  The  height 
of  Snawfel^  as  taken  by  the  barometer^  is  five 
hundred  and  eighty  yards  above  tiie  jieyel  of  tibf 
sea ;  and  the  two  Barrules  are  inconsiderably 
lower. 

The  high  land  between  North  Ba^rule  fnd 
Mount  Kreevey  gives  rise  to  several  rivers^  the 
chief  of  which  empty  ihemselv^  into  the  seft 
at  Ramsey^  at  Laxey,  mA  at  Douglas.  Ramsey 
river  is  Hke  largest;  and  the  jBat  country, 
through  which  it  fimdly  nuu,  permili  ^pnnf* 


4  Sketch  of  the  Mineralogy. 

tides  to  produce  their  ^Seci  upon  it  two  miles 
from  the  sea.  The  northern  branch  of  Douglas 
river  rises  on  the  western  side  of  Mount  Garrar 
ban.  The  northern  side  of  South  Barrule  con- 
tributes a  portion  of  its  waters  to  Peel  river^ 
and  another  to  the  river  of  Glenmay.  The 
southern  kide  sends  forth  a  streamlet,  one  of  the 
branches  of  Castletown  river,  which  joins  the 
other  branch,  a  little  above  Athol  bridge,  run* 
Ding  nearly  south.  All  the  streams  are  verv 
shallow;  and  smaller  ones,  not  large  enough 
in  summer  to  turn  a  mill,  are  very  frequent.  . 

The  northern  portion  of  the  island  is  a  light 
sand,  resting  on  a  bed  of  common  clay:  the 
greatest  portion  of  the  island  consists  of  a  barren 
soil,  resting  on  grey  wacki6*slate,  and  on  clay* 
slate:  a  small  ^portion  around  Castletown  is 
composed  of  lime-stone  of  transition :  and  Uie 
mountains  are  formed  chiefly  of  strata  of  clay* 
slate,  much  intersected  by  veins  of  quartz,  and 
which  seem  to  rest  on  mica-slate,  a  mineral  that 
occurs  on  the  sides  and  summits  of  several  of 
them,  and  which  probably  rests  on  granite. 

The  dip  of  the  strata,  whetfier  of  slate^ 
of  lime-stone,  or  sand-stone,  is  almost  invariably 
south-east.    The  chief  metallic  repositories  are 
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reins  of  lead  and  copper  ores  near  Laxey>  at 
Fozdale^  and  at  Breda-head^  near  Port  Erin* 

Such  18  a  general  irievr  of  the  diftrihution  of 
the  mineral  productions  in  tlie  idand*  I  shall 
now  giye  a  detailed  account  of  the.  individuai 
niineralc^j  beginning  with  the  mountains. 

North  Barrule,  the  northern  extremity  of 
the  chain,  is  composed  of  mica-slate^  coTeted 
bj  claj-slate.  The  new  road^  from  Ramsey  to 
Laxey,  is  cut  in  the  side  of  this  mountain,  and 
exposes  its  internal  strncture,  which  consists  eS 
mica-slate  coYered  by  a  shinii^  clay-slate,  form- 
ed of  thin  laminae*  The  clay-slate  covers  it  to 
the  sununit  in  saddle-shaped  strate. 

Snawfel,  the  next  important  one,  in  composed 
of  the  same  materials  as  North  Barrule.  The 
clay-slate,  which  is  mwe  glossy,  and  of  a  more 
micaceous  appearance,  covers  the  mica-slate  in 
mantle-shaped  strate,  leaving  the  latter  project* 
ing  through  them  to  form  the  summit  The 
mica-slate  contains .  much  quarts,  which  is 
often  crystalised  in  transparent  pyramidal  crys- 
tals. The  clay-slate  on  this  mountain  becomes 
less  shining  as  we  descend,  that  is,  as  we  recede 
from  the  mica-slate,  and  gradually  gives  way  to 
grey  wacki-slate.     This  appearance  is  a  very* 
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genera)  me  io  pritttithre  eoHniries;  the  oldest 
strata  of  clay-ftUte  grdiiMily  appMximating  tiie 
inor^  eirystaliti^  appearance  of  the  prinutiTe 
rotk  ok  yMt\i  tiiay  tni,  aa  they  approadi  it. 
The  skies  of  6iiawfei  Me  gcnerallj  eo^ered^  im 
the  depth  of  V&yfttt\  ftet,  with  twbary>  Ae 
stirface  of  which  is  green  with  mosses  and 
rvttihi^;  Tb^  Verdure  tobntinues  to  the  top)  and 
is'^ireqtitotly  stUddM  with  the  snowy  tufts  of 
firiephorUiki  iraginataiu  and  £.  polystacfaion^ 
(dfttton  gr&As.)  Here  and  tb^lre  the  atrata  of. 
the  jaieuntain  ate  eypei^  to  tiew. 

I'tony^pot  (perhaps  l^n-y^)ont*)  is  com 
posed  of  clay-slate  to  tfie  snD{imit>  restikig  in  all 
pr^lMbility  upon  miea-slate.  Th%  tehiyHdate 
ittttetobk;^  exactly  that  tof  North  Barrule  in 
eotatn-^  ItHAtre^  and  the  Hiinaiesi  of  its  lamin«« 
This  \h  \ht  moM  mtfshy  ^  the  moamtains; 
end  the  ase^t,  fevteh  in  dry  sannmer  weather^  is 
consequently  teditVus  anfd  unphiasant. 

Mount  Kf^e'vfey  is  very  riigg^  and  precipi^ 
tons  near  the  road  from  Douglas  to  Feel.  The 
strata  neat^  tite  sarfbee  are  glossy  ciay-slat^ 
IntTersedhy  many  laige  veins  of  quartz^  which  are 

a  L  e.  hcidor  kil  of  the  bridges 
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^{ieo  two  or  three  £set  thick>  andgeaerally  pq^-* 
tain  a  coasid^rable  quantity  of  n^ica.  Mi^a^ 
date  liei  immediately  under  the  clay^slate. 

South  Barrule^  the  southern  extremity  of  the 
ridge^  present^  on  it3  north  side  many  ^locl^  of 
granite^  composed  of  silvery  mica^  red4i$h 
white  feldspar^  and  grey  quarts.  These  are  too 
numerous  and  too  huge  ever  ijo  hate  been  traof- 
ported  by  human  art.  Fragments  of  mica-slat* 
make  their  appearance  on  several  parts  of  tha 
mountain^  but  the  prevailing  rock  is  a  cliiy«- 
slate  similar  to  that  of  Pen-y-pont.  From  these 
facts  it  is  highly  probable  that  the  nucleus  of 
this  mouataio  copsist^  of  grtnite. 

This  arran^ment  may  also  be  considered 
as  that  of  the  great  mass  of  the  island^  except 
that,  in  Hs^  plaiis^  the  common  clay-slate 
gives  place  to  grey  wacki-slate. 

In  tracing  the  strata  from  Douglas  towards 
Castletown,  we  fipd  that  the  grey  wackf-slate 
continues  from  the  high  land  to  the  sea  shore, 
without  interruption^  as  far  as  the  first  creek, 
northward  of  Derby^haven.  In  approaching 
the  shore  from  the  m,ountains,  the  clay-slaie 
becomes  less  and  less  shining  exhibiting  mora 
the  appearance  of  a  mechanical  deposit,  till  it 
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passes  into  grey  iivacke-slate.  Here  its  fresh 
fracture  is  dull;  and  the  strata^  vhicli^  near 
Douglas,  are  highly  inclined^  dip  only  10^  or 
15^  '  At  this  place  we  find  a  hluish  grey  lime* 
stone^  containing  impressions  of  shells  and 
other  marine  exuvias.  It  lies  oyer  the  grey 
wack6*8late.  The  line  of  stratification  is  dis- 
tinct^ and  in  some  places  filled  up  with  a 
thin  layer  of  white  clay^  which  seems  very  pure. 
The  clay  does  not  in  the  slightest  degree  ef- 
fervesce with  acids.  The  limestone  contains 
v«ins  of  calcareous  spar ;  and,  along  the  coast, 
it  is  much  corroded  on  its  surface  hy  the  action 
of  the  weather.  The  strata  are  generally  from 
one  to  four  feet  thick,  dipping  10^  or  15^  to* 
wards  the  south  west 

A  considerable  portion  of  the  lime*stone  tract 
exhibits  alternations  of  Itmci-stone  with  gr^ 
wack6-slate,  the  strata  of  which  are  but  a  few 
inches  in  thickness.  This  circumstance  demon* 
strates  the  lime-stone  io  belong  to  the  class  of 
rocks  denominated  by  Werner  '^  rocks  of  tran- 
sition."  This  lime-stone,  in  colour  and  in  the 
organic  remains  which  it  contains,  very  much 
resembles  the  lime-stone  of  transition  found  on 
the  mountains  near  Crook-Inn,  on  the  Moffat 
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jToad  in  Scotland.  The  clay  found  in  the  in« 
irterstices  of  mme  of  the  strata  of  lime-stone  most 
probably  arises  from  the  decomposition  of  the 
grey  wacke-slate  by  the  constant  action  of  the 
ivreather.  Indeed  this  slate^  vihexe  exposed  to 
the  air^  is^  for  the  most  part^  friable  and  crumb- 
Uny. 

With  the  small  interruption  of  the  isthmus 
and  promontory  of  Langness^  the  lime-stone  con« 
tinues  along  the  winding  shore  to  the  further 
part  of  PooUvash  bay.  Here  it  is  highly  indu- 
rated^ and  rests  upon  a  glossy  clay-slate  intersect- 
ed by  veins  of  quartz.  A  little  to  the  south  it 
becomes  still  more  indurated^  and  is  quarried^ 
below  high  water  mark^  as  a  pretty  good  marble 
for  tomb-stones^  the  formation  of  which  is  fa« 
cilitated  by  the  increased  thinness  of  the  lamin®. 
The  steps  to  St.  Paul's  church  in  London  are 
from  these  quarries^  and  were  presented  by 
Bishop  Wilson. 

A  short  sandy  isthmus  joins  the  promontory 
of  Langness  to  the  main  land.  The  promontory 
and  the  islet  of  St.  Michael  are  composed  of 
grey  wackc-slate^  excepting  a  small  tracts  a  few 
yards  wide  and   some  hundred  yards  long^  on 
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Uie  north  western  «ide  of  the  promontory^  ad- 
joining the  sands  of  Castletown  bay.  Here 
we  meet  with  a  breccia^  composed  of  rolled 
pieces  of  quarts  in  a  siliceous  base^  resting  ou 
%  glistening  slate.  Some  of  it  approaches  to 
horn  porphyry. 

The  inland  boundary  of  the  lime-stone  tracf; 
extends  from  the  creek  first  mentioned  to  Ba- 
Jaaalla^  including  that  Tillage;  and  thence^ 
crossing  the  Castletown  river^  to  Pool-Tash  bay* 
At  Athol  bridge^  on  the  Castletown  river^  grey 
wack^Hilate  is  found.  Following  the  stream 
for  a  quarter  of  a  mile  we  find  lime-stone^  and 
near  it  a  quartzose  rock^  like  that  atLangness: 
but  these  are  the  only  places  where  I  have  ob- 
served it.  Continuing  our  descent^  we  find 
a  small  quantity  of  compact  brown  iron-stone^ 
lying  immediately  under  the  breccia.  It  crosses 
the  bed  of  the  river  near  a  mill.  The  breccia 
continues  for  about  a  hundred  yards  further^ 
and  then  gives  place  to  lime-stone. 

Clay-slate  appears  again  at  Port  le  Murray 
bay^  and  is  composed  of  very  thin  laminas  with 
a  silky  gloss;  and  much  traversed  by  veins  of 
•quartz.      The  surface  of  the  layers  has    that 
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peculiar   undulated    appearance^     which  wa0» 
I  believe^  first  noticed  bj  Sir  Jamei  Hall. 

Claj-slate  constitutes  tbe  upper  rock/  mi*- 
naal  to  Spanish  head;  roiind,  f|K>in  th^nce^  to^ 
Port  Erin,  and^  with  little  intericuptioii  to 
PecL 

There  is  a  quarrj  of  a  Tery  toi^h  day-slatfr 
below  h%h  water  mark  at  Spanish-head^  which 
n  raised  in  blocb^  ten  or  twelve  feet  long, 
eight>  ten>  or  twelve  inches  broa^^  and  four» 
fix,  M  eight  inches  thick.  These  are  employed 
for  purposes  which^  in  other  countries,  are 
effected  by  beanui  of  wood,  as  for  gate-posts^ 
and  alpine  bridges  over  streamlets. 

The  Calf  of  Man  is  a  small  island,  separated 
from  the  main  by  a  gut  of  about  one  hundred 
yards.  The  summit  of  this  island  is  upwards  of 
five  hundred  feet  above  tbe  level  of  the  sea; 
being  nearly  equal  to  the  high  land  of  Spanish^ 
head.  The  strata  consist  entirely  of  a  glossy 
bluish-grey  clay-slate,  more  inclined  to  the 
east,  and  less  regidarly  stratified  than  the  slate- 
rock  on  the  main.  I  was  told  that  marble  was  to 
be  found  in  tibte  Calf;  but  it  proved  to  be  whitish 
quarts,  found  sometimes  in  detached  masses; 
and  frequently  forming  veins  in  the  slate.    There 
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are  sev^iral  huge  masses  of  slate  rock  separated 
from  this  island ;  one  of  whicb^  the  Borough^  h 
perforated  by  a  natural  arch.  The  circuit  of 
flie  Calf  majr  be  about  fire  miles;  its  areaj  six 
hundred  acres. 

Between  Port  Erin  and  Kirk  Arborj,  near 
the  latter  place^  and  on  the  left  hand  side  of 
the  road^  are  the  shafts  of  lead  mines  now  de* 
sorted.  Slate^  slightly  tinged  with  carbonat  of 
copper^  is  to  be  seen  amongst  the  rubbish : 
whence  it  is  probable  that  copper  ore  was  found 
along  with  the  lead. 

At  Breda-bead  is  a  copper  mine^  chiefly  of 
the  sulphuret  of  copper.  The  miners  being 
engaged  in  the  more  profltable  employment  of 
the  herring  fishery^  I  was  unable  to  pay  it 
my  intended  visit;  as  the  way  down  the  cliff  to 
the  entrance  of  the  level  is  considered  difficult 
and  dangerous^  and  no  one  was  willing  to  ac« 
company  me. 

Between  Castletown  and  St.  John's^  and 
within  about  two  miles  of  the  latter  place,  are 
the  mines  of  Foxdale^  now  drowned.  These 
mines  were  said  to  afford  a  considerable  quan* 
tity  of  fine  lead  glance ;  and^  according  to  re- 
port,  would  have  yielded  much  profit  to  the 
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proprietors^  had  they  bec»  .well  managed.  At 
preseni  they  are  deeerted.  A  large  water- whieel^ 
and  the  di^ointed  iron  pipes^  once  used  to  drain 
iheni^  lie  scattered  aronnd,  .  The  n|Mi>ish  from 
the  shafts  consists  almost  wholly  of  fragments 
of  slate^  mijied  with  pieces  of  brown  blende^  a 
little,  lead  glance^  and  some  sparry  iron  ore. 

We  find  in  the  bottom  of  the  valley,  lead- 
ing from  St.  John's  to  l^^l,  many  marine  exu^ 
ym.  Tradition  says,  th«t  the  tide  once  flowed 
up  this  valley,  nearly  to  the  base  of  Mount 
Kreevey ;  a  circumstance  which  the  appearance 
of  the  country  and  the  shells  found  in  the  allu- 
vial soil,  render  highly  probable ;  and  which  is 
further,  strengthened  by  the  discovery  of  three 
iron  anchors,  at  a  great  distance  from  the  pre- 
sent shore,  embedded  in  the  same  alluvial  re- 
pository with  the  shells.  The  shells  are  neither 
petrified  nor  incorporated  with  cong^lidated 
materials,  but  simply  embedded  in  the  clay  and 
sand  of  the;  soil.  Here  also  have  been  discovered 
horns  of  animals,  apparently  of  the  stag  kind, 
the  largest  of  which  measure  nine  feet  from 
tip  to  tip. 

A  little  nearer  to  Peel  than  St.  John%  we  meiet 
with  a  loose  sandy  soil, .  resting  on  grey  wacb^- 
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slate.  It  stretches  nMthwanI  to  Kirk  Michael^ 
fbrming  a  narrow  slip  of  land^  the  higher  parts 
being  oiie  biiiidred>  or  one  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  above  the  ieyel  of  the  sea^  bounded  on  the 
left  by  the  ocean^  and  on  the  right  by  land  of 
tomewhat  greater  ekvation^  which  consists  chiefly 
of  grey  Wftcke-slate  sometimes  coyered  by  a  bed 
of  eommon  clay.  The  sand  is  bounded  on 
the  soii<li  east  by  grey  wack^*slate  strata,  which 
fbrm  the  botiddary  of  Peel  Talley  in  that  di<- 
rection.     Peel  castle  stands  on  this  rock. 

Hie  cliflTat  the  northern  part  of  Peel  bay  is 
a  reddish  brown  sand-stone,  much  charged  wiA 
clay  and  iron.  It  sometimes  contains  fragments 
of  quartz^  and  ayumes  the  appearance  of  a 
breccia.  The  finest  part  is  used  for  building; 
and  a  quarry  is  worked  at  tiiis  place  a  liMle 
above  bigh  water  mark.  The  softer  parts  of 
the  coarsest  sort^  where  washed  by  the  waves^ 
have  left  sereral  deep  cayerns  and  grotesque 
figures  in  the  harder  rock.  The  credos  along 
the  shore  exhibit  the  sand  lying  upon  (he  slate 
in  every  variation  of  thickness:  sometimes, 
for  a  short  space,  it  disappears  altogether.  The 
sand-stone,,  being  found  immediately  over  slate, 

15  to  be  regarded  as  sandnrtone  of  the  oldest  for* 
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ma(ioD>  according  to  the  Wernerian  doctrine 
of  the  relative  antiquity  of  strata.  It  corres* 
ponds  exactlj  with  Professor  Jameson's  des** 
cription  of  the  common  red  sand-stone  of  Utt 
Isle  of  Arran  reding  upon  miea-^ate. 

At  Kirk  Michael  the  sandj  soil  expands  oTer 
the  whole  northern  part  of  the  island  in  a  line 
nearly  west  and  east.  Below  this  sand  lies  a 
bed  of  very  pore  conimon  clay^  called  marl  by 
the  inhabitants.  It  generally  lies  at  the  depth 
4>f  one^  two^  or  three  feet>  Mill  deeper  as  the 
ground  is  higher,  and  is  very  advantageously 
employed  to  give  consistence  to  the  light  sandy 
soil.  It  is  not  from  its  containing  lime  that  its 
utility  does  or  could  arise.  Lime  or  even  shell 
sand  would  here  be  prejudicial.  The  stinnilat- 
ing  power  of  lime  would  exhaust  such  a  soil  as 
we  now  speak  of.  The  chief  desideratum  is 
to  give  it  sufficient  consistence  to  retain  moisture 
and  to  permit  the  plant  to  sustain  its  erect  posh 
ture  by  means  of  its  roots.  It  requires  to  be 
renewed  every  eight  or.  nine  years;  and  the 
ground  bears  plentifully,  provided  there  is  a  pro- 
per rotation  of  green  crops,  barley,  andoats^ 
There  is  however  a  real  clay-marl  found  near 
Hamsey^  which  contains  a  considerable  portaon 
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of  lime,  aod  effervesces  vith  acids.  It  is  dug 
up  at  the  depth  of  about  eighteen  inches,  mid> 
vay  between  hjlgh  and  low  water  nark  in  Ram^ 
set  hav.  This  also  is  in  particular  situations 
used  with  advantage  as  a  manure.  The  ^ub- 
stratum  of  cUy  rests  on  grey  wack6>8late,  as  ap- 
pears at  the  cliffs  where  the  rocks  are  visible. 

In  many  parts  of  this  flat  district  peat  is 
found  in  considerable  quantities,  usually  from 
six  to  eight  feet  thick,  and  sometimes  much 
more.  It  rests  upon  clay,  frequently  much 
mixed  with  sand.  Trunks  of  the  pine  and  of 
the  oak  arc  often  observable.  The  fornier  is 
accounted  the  most  common,  but  I  saw  only 
the  latter.  It  is  black,  very  hard,  quite  free 
from  decay,  and  is  sometimes  used  by  cabinet 
makers.  The  two  sorts  of  tree  arc  rarely  or  ne- 
ver found  together;  the  trunks  of  oak  lie  in 
clusters:  hence  an  opinion  has  been  formed 
that  the  fir  was  indigenous  to  the  country,  and 
that  the  oak,  the  favourite  of  the  Druids,  was 
brought  hither  either  by  such  of  them'as  were 
fortunate  enough  to  escape  the  retaliating  pu- 
nishment of  the  army  of  Suetonius,  or  by  those 
v»ho  fled  from  Anglesey  when  that  country  was 
finally  conquered  by  Agricola.     To   have  le- 
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tiilled  these  frees  wilh  tke  ground  must  hmH  it« 
quired  a  coasiderable  convulsion  of  natuiet 
iiid  if  they  existed  alive  till  the  e3i4atniiiati<Ht 
6f  the  Druids  fi^m  Wales^  it  seems  probablo 
(bat  we  should  hare  some  traditioii  of  dieir  it^ 
sir  action. 

Near  Ballaagh^  and  hal^  a  aiife  IrMi  tknt^ 
ster  CoHitt's,  upon  an  eniinenee>  ar#  aiboui 
ten  masses  of  sienite^  three  te  fonr  fteC  orery 
waj^  forming  somewhat  of  a  circle^ 

At  Ramsey  the  slate  again  eoomieneeSi  andl 
continues  to  form  the  coast  and  cojsntry  back  \ 
ward  to  the  chain  of  mountains^  almost  t« 
Derby-haTen. 

Halfway  between  Ramsey  and  Lajicey  is  sai4 
to  be  found>  in  a  yery  smaH  ¥ein>  a  loose  fri^o 
earthy  of  a  greyish-black  colour^  softish  to  Ibo 
toochj  and  used  by  the  inhabitants  for  the  eleanytf 
tng  of  plate  and  other  purposes.  The  specimenf 
in  my  possession  Was  procured  from  a  Laicey 
miner,  whose  property  it  is  by  gift  of  the  Duke 
of  Atfaol.  It  does  not  effiMrresce,  nor  is  it  very 
fotubte  in  mineral  acids.  It  probably  ariset 
from  a  partial  decomposition  of  riate< 

The  neighbourhood  of  Laxey  is  chiefly  in* 
teretting  on  account  of  its  minea.     These  are 
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ntuated  on  the  banks  of  Laxey  river,    about 
one  mile  above  that  village.    They  arc  worked 
by  two  levels  driven  from  the  steep  banks  of 
the  river.     The  upper  level  was  begun  about 
thirty  years  ago,    but  has  not   been  regularly 
forked,  and  is  partly  filled  up  with  water.    It 
runs  to  the  depth  of  about  one  hundred  yards, 
following  a  vein  nearly  four  feet  wide,  dipping 
to  the  east  upwards  of  one  foot  in  six.    The 
vein  Consists  of  quartz,   common  brown  :blende, 
lead  glance  or  galena,   and  occasionally  some 
copper-green  or  carbonat  of  copper.      Of  the 
metallic  matters  the  blende,  is  the  most  abundant, 
next  the  lead,  and  lastly  the  copper  ore.     The 
height  of  the  excavation  is  from  four  to  fifteen 
feet,  according  to  the  extent  or  goodness  of  the 
ore.    Interspersed  with  the.  lead  glance,  a  small 
quantity  of  phosphat  and  a  very  little  carbonat 
of  lead  have  been  found,  but  not  in  such  quan- 
tity as  to  affect  the  smelting  of  the  more  profi- 
table lead  ore.     For  a  considerable  period  the 
copper  ore  was  disregarded,    and  thrown  away 
among  the  rubbish.     Some  time  ago  the  miners 
requested  and  obtained  it    of  the  proprietors. 
What  they  collected  was  sold  at  the  rate  ot 
93/.  14^.  6^.  per  ton,  a  price  which  shews  that 
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it  WES  not  a  yery  pure  copper  ore.  The  blenck 
hexe^  aa  at  other  minesj  yvss  till  withia  these 
few  jears  thrown  away>  but  is  now  sold  at  the 
raleof  deven  pounds  per  ton.  This  substance^ 
till  lately  considered  of  no  Talue^  is  at  present 
used  to  ^laze  the  coarser  kinds  of  earthenware* 
The  lead  glance  of  this  mine  is  very  rich  in  silr* 
Ter^  one  ton  of  it  afTording^  on  assay,  one  hun-^ 
dred  and  eighty-ounces  of  silver^  or  about  ^^th 
part^  aecordiag  to  the  report  of  those  employed 
in  the  works^  This  lead  ore  is  therefore  the 
great  olgect  of  the  miner's  research.  It  is  conk 
mon  foliated  lead  glance  with  a  pretty  fresh 
lead-grey  colour  and  strong  metallic  lustre.  It 
is  said  that  the  other  lead  ores  of  this  island 
never  yielded  above,  and  rardy  so  much  as, . 
seven  ounces  per  ton.  Where  the  copper  ore 
appears  in  the  vein  the  lead  is  in  small  quantity^ 
and  even  that  quantity  is  poor,  being  what  the 
minecs  call  burnt.  There  is  a  little  sulphuret 
of  iron,  in  the  form  of  a  grey  powder,  found 
in  this  mine,  which  is  separated  from  the  other 
ores,  as  it  would  otherwise  render  them  slaggy 
and  impede  their  smelting 

The  new  level,  which  is  now  carried  on,  is 
situated  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  further  down 

c2 
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the  river.  It  ts  tweptj-eight  yards  below  tho 
levdi  of  the  old  excavation.  One  piirpow 
of  it  is  to  drain  the  old  level  of  its  wfter. 
When  I  was  theroj  in  the  autumn  of  1906^ 
it  extended  about  two  hundred  yards;  and 
three  miners  were  at  work  upon  it.  The  only 
metallic  substances  yet  found  are  carbonat 
of  copper  i|.ad  blende.  Its  produce  hitherto 
has  not  been  sufficient  to  pay  tht  expense 
of  workings  but  the  copper  ore  improves  at 
they  proceed. 

The  rock  which  the  vein  traverses  is  clay^ 
slate^  of  a  great  degree  of  hardness^  and  some- 
what resembles  whet-slate  in  its  fracture^  which 
approches  iq  splint^y  in  the  small.  It  is 
blasted  in  the  common  way.  From  the  fro* 
quent  accidents  that  happen  in  the  usual  mode 
of  blasting  rocks^  it  would  certainly  be  proper 
to  try  the  more  safe^  simple^  and  expeditious 
metHod  of  covering  the  cartridge  with  sand^ 
instead  of  hammering  down  fragments  of  stone 
to  fill  up  the  hole.  This  method  was  fully  de^ 
tailed  in  Nicholson's  Journal^  about  three  or 
four  years  ago. 

All  mines  belong  by  prerogative  to  the  Lord* 
proprietor  of  the  soil.    They  axe  let  by  him  to 
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one  company  of  nite  or  ten  persons^  himsctlf 
being  one  of  these ;  and  he  elainu,  u  lessor, 
one  eighth  part  of  their  gross  produce. 

The  inclination  of  the  slate  increases  as  we 
go  from  Laxey  towards  Douglas,  and  it  contdns 
more  veins  of  quartz.  The  general  inclination 
of  the  strata  near  Laxej  is  about  4$^  hut  ft 
Claj-head  it  is  from  70^  to  75®, 

Some  of  the  slate  strata  are^  easily  split  into 
thin  '  laminas,  well  adapted  for  the  roofs  of 
houses,  while  others,  composed  of  thicker 
laminae,  are  well  adapted  for  the  walls. 

About  Clay^-head  and  at  various  other  places 
ihe  clay*slate  U  often  so  hard  as  to  have  given 
plentiful  sparks  of  fira  as  I  broke  |t  with  my 
iteel  hammer*  Sometimes  I  fouhd  it  in  detach- 
ed masses;  sometimes,  forming  a  bed  several 
inches  thick,  inclosed  on  each  side  by  the 
fofter  slate-rock,  here  and  there  firmly  adher<- 
sng  to  it  as  a  part  of  the  same  stone^  but  more 
often  easily  detached.  It  is  not  divisible  into^ 
ihin  laminae.  It  occasionally  contains  small 
cubic  crystals  of  iron  pyrites.  As  the  quartz 
veins  are  less  numerous,  the  slate  is  softer  an^ 
more  readily  splits  into  thin  laming.  It  is 
usually  hardest  near  the  veins.     The  slate  not 
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unfirequenfly  breaks  into  rhomboidal  fragmenfn, 
the  consequence  of  its  having  a  double  cleavage. 
These  strata  form  cliffs  along  the  shore  from 
'one  to  two  hundred  and  fiftj  feet  perpendicular^ 
till  thej  are  terminated  by  the  ^and  of  Douglas- 
bay^  which^  near  Douglas^  stretches  one  or 
two  hundred  yards  up  the  country.  The  upper 
strata  are  friable  from  decomposition,  and  have 
externally  a  light  iron-brown  colour^  but  in« 
ternally  are  bluish-grey. 

A  little  to  the  northward  of  Douglas  is  ^ 
bed  of  clay  which  has  lately  been  used  to  form 
bricks^  but  they  are  of  a  very  bad  quality. 
Perhaps  the  clay  found  in  the  northern  part  of 
the  island  would  afford  a  much  better  kind  of 
brick;  but  the  expense  of  coal  is  a  great  ob- 
jection; and  the  abundance  of  stone^  fit  for 
buildings  renders  this  manufacture  of  less  im- 
portance. 

'  The  pier  of  Douglas  harbour  is  built  of  yel- 
lowish sand'Stone :  this  is  not,  a  production  of 
the  island  ;  but  was  imported  from  the  vicinity 
of  Runcorn  to  Cheshire.  Mona  castle  is 
built  of  a  very  fine^  white^  and  hard  sand-stone. 
This  was  brought  from  the  Isle  of  Arran. 
From  the  fftcti  above  vtated^  it  appears  thi^t 
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fhe  Isle  of  Man  consists  of  primitiye  clay-slate 
and  mica-slate^  probably  resting  upon  granite; 
of  grej  wack^-slate;  and  of  lime-stone^  which 
seems  to  belong  to  the  rocks  of  transition^  or 
those  which,  in  the  Wernerian  geognosy^  are 
supposed  to  hold  an  intermediate  place  between 
primitiye  and  flcJetz  rocks;  of  sandrstone  of 
the  earliest  formation  ;  and  of  sand  resting  upon 
clay. 
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CHAPTEft  n. 

Af^  words  on  Manks  Zoology, 

X  WISH  it  \m^  ia  my  power  to  give,  in  tba 
irtt  pltC9, »  complete  yiew  of  the  nftiural  state' 
of  the  isliind,  and  then  proceed  to  tW  improte- 
menti'made  by  maq.  On  this  plan,  botany 
andtlie  remaining  branches  of  natur^  historj 
would  form  one  long  chapter  at  the  least.  Va^ 
riofis  talents  and  much  time  are  requisite  for 
the  undertaking ;  and  in  these,  alus !  am  I  defi- 
eient.  I  shall  saj  a  Tery  few  words  upon  zoo* 
}ogy,  and  then  proceed  to  agriculture. 

The  birds  obserrable  upon  the  coasts  (fa 
|jarus  Fuscus,  white  and  grey,  and  L.  Ridibun^ 
dus,  gulls;  Pelecanus  Ba88anus,jannet;  P.  Car^ 
bo,  pormorant;  P.  Oraculus,  shag;  Ardea  Ma»> 
jor,  heron;  Corrus  Corniz,  Boyston  crow. 
The  birds  of  passage  H^^i  spend  the  breeding 
season  iipon  the  Calf  »re  s«id  to  consist  of 
^ight  species,  «mong  which  are  the  Alca  Afc« 
tfc»,  puffin^  and  A.  Toida,  razorf-bill.  I  was 
mX  tber^  t»U  September ;  »nd  the  rocks  h«d  been 
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long  deserted.  The  puffia  is  extremely  hi, 
and  is  reckoned  by  some  a  great  ddicacj*  Thej 
build  their  nests  in  rabbit  burrows^  and  so  abuiH 
daiit  were  they  that  five  thousand  young  ones 
vrem  aanaally  taken  without  any  apparent  di* 
minution  of  the  number,  Some  years  ago  s 
large  Russian  merchant  vessel  was  wrecked  upoa 
the  coast.  The  crew  of  sf ilors  perished ;  bol 
many  rats  escaped  to  shore>  and,  taking  posses* 
3ion  of  the  nearest  burrows^  almost  eitermiiiat* 
ed  tlie  poor  puffins.  Not  one  was  taken  far 
many  years  itftefwdrds.  A  few  are  now  occa* 
siooally  seen,  aad  it  is  thought  thiU  their  iram* 
her  is  increasing.  Colonel  Townle}'  aays,  Umi 
the  sea*parrote  which  ar^  found  here,  mteaing; 
I  suppose,  the  puffins,  mldse  eicellent  seup» 
What  Chaleder  said  of  the  imimals  of  this  spot 
I  will  transeribe.  ''  In  ^  Calf  of  Man  is  a 
eurious  sort  of  isea-fowl  eaUed  puffins,  of  a  vtff/ 
uActuous  constitution,  if^hich  breed  in  the  co^ 
ney-holes,  (the  conies  lea'ving  their  borrowa 
for  thitt  time,)  are  nevei'  iseea  with  their  youdg^ 
but  either  yery  early  in  the  morning  or  late  iit 
the  livening;  Bduriabtng,  as  is  conceived,  thei^ 
young,  wMh  oil  wbtii^faj  dr«wA  from  Aeir  owb 
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eODstitution^  is  dropped  into  their  mouths; 
{or,  that  being  opened^  there  is  found  in  their 
crops  no  other  sustenance  but  a  single  sorrel 
lekf,  which  the  old  give  their  young  for  di* 
gestton's  sake^  as  is  conjectured.  The  flesh 
of  these  birds  is  nothing  pleasant^  fresh^  be- 
cause of  their  rank  and  fish-like  taste;  but^ 
pickled  or  salted,  they  may  be  ranked  with  an- 
choYies,  caviare,  or  the  like :  but  profitable 
they  are  in  their  feathers  and  oil,  of  which 
they  make  great  use  about  their  wool.  Here 
are  some  ayries  of  mettled  falcons  that  build 
in  the  rocks,  great  store  of  conies,  red  deer ; 
and,  in  the  summer  time^  arrive  here  out  of 
Ireland  and  the  western  parts  of  Scotland  many 
of  those  small  hawks  called  merlyns."  I  ob- 
served Scolopax  Arquata,  the  curlieui  about  the 
"Calf;  and  it  is  probably  not  uncommon  in  some 
other  places.  I  did  not  see  in  the  Isle  of .  Man 
any  inland  birds  which  are  uncommon  in  the 
neighbouring  counties.  Wilson  mentions  the 
existence  of  eagles  in  his  time.  The  air}*  last 
known  was  upon  Snawfel. 

Hares  are  not  very  common  for  want  of  co* 
ver ;  and  the  birds  which  the  sportsman  expects 
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to  meet  vrith  are^  partridges^  woodcocks;  grouBe^ 
snipes  and  -wild  ducks.  Partridges  are  in  some 
seasons  very  plentiful ;  and  one  of  the  Laxe^ 
miners  told  me  tbat^  a  few  days  before  my  visit 
to  the  mines^  he  had  killed  thirteen  at'  one  shot.' 
Whether  he  made  use  of  a  gun  or  drew  his  long 
bow  I  did  not  inquire. 

I  did  not  hear  of  any  fresh-waler  fish  except 
the  trout  Fish  of  this  species,  generally  small; 
abound  in  many  rivers.  I  was  in  companjr 
with  one  gentleman,  very  fond  of  angling,  who 
caught  with  a  fly  in  the  Peel  river,  in  the  course 
of  a  month,  one  hundred  and  one  dozen. 

Some  beautiful  species  of  Molu«9a,  tbie  Aeti- 
nea  Rufa  Lin.,  are  seen  adhering  to  the  rocks 
where  pools  are  formed,  waiting  for  their  pre/ 
with  extended  aims.  Of  this  genus  perhaps 
may  be  the  battlecock  mentioned  by  Towiilej:^ 
It  is  said  to  possess  nearly  all  the  desirable  pro- 
perties of  .the  turtle,  not  excepting  the  greda 
fat,  and  to  n^ake  excellent  soup.  Although  some 
gelatinous  animals  are  not,  in  their  natural 
form,  very  tempting  to  the  eye,  I  know  not 
why  they  should  not  make  a  nutritious  and 
perhaps  palatable  soup.    What  «ould  be  more 
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fi^iting  at  fint  sight  than  the  peri* 
winUe  or  the  ojiter^  unless  the  turtle  itself  be 
•zeepted? 

Noxious  reptiles  aniiot  to  be  Ibnnd.  Whe- 
ther they  would  be  able  to  live  and  multiply  is 
not  agreed  upon.  Giraldus  notes  a  dispute  be« 
tween  the  Kings  of  England  and  of  Ireland  for 
ibis  little  domain^  which  was  agreed  to  be  ami- 
,  cabl J  settled  bj  the  introduction  of  Tenomoue 
reptiles  from  England  which  would  not  live  in 
Ireland.  The  reptiles  livedo  and  the  King  of 
England  consequentiy  took  possession  of 
it* 

This  islaad^  like  the  Hebrides,  is  destitute 
•f  woods  and  of  almost  all  trees  not  plant* 
ed.  Sometimes  I  observed  a  littie  brushwood, 
and  at  others  have  had  pointed  out  to  me 
places  where  bushes  Mid  hade  trees  used  to 
grow.  The  solgect  reminds  me  of  a  speech 
of  Dr.  Johnson,  rather  surly  to  be  sure,  made 
to  the  proprietor  of  one  of  the  Scottish  islei^ 
when  talking  of  his  woods:  **  Sir,  I  have 
had  pointed  out  to  mt  what  I  took  for  heath : 
if  jott  could  shew  me  any  thing    like  fune 

«  Holliaahad's  Chronicles,  fo.  VoLL  p. S7. 
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it  would  be  something."  Furxe  requires 
a  better  soil  than  heath.  It  is  plentiful  on 
the  uncultivated^  low,  and  billy  lands  of 
Man,    but  does  not  appear  upon  the  moun* 
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Or  the  Population^    Climate^  BuildingSy    and 
Agriculture  of  the  Island* 

IjEDE  relates  that  in  hig  time  (the  eighth 
century)  the  population  of  the  island  did  not 
exceed  three  hundred  families.*  He  calls  the 
Isles  of  Man  and  of  Anglesea^  Insulae  M ena-** 
im,  distinguishing  one  by  the  Northern^  the 
other  by  the  Southern  Menavia.f  Hollinshed, 
who  wrote  in  the  year  1584,  says,  "there  were 
formerly  thirteen  hundred  families  in  this  island, 
but  now  scarcely  half  that  number.  In  the 
year  1667  the  island  contained  2531  men  be-' 
tween  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  years. 

Here  follows  a  detailed  account  of  the  po» 
pulation  at  three  distinct  periods,  the  years 
1726,   1767,  and  1792. 

*  Ecclesiastical  Historj,  Book  XL   Chap.  9« 
f  Petrus  Bertius  Beverus,  editor  of  Ptolemy's  Geography^ 
tiqyposes  the  Menavxs  of  Bede  to  be  the  Hebudflc  of  He* 
brides :  but  this  can  hardly  be  the  case,  since  Bede  spealsi 
«r  them  as  only  two.    B  jSAifv  /9,  Kef  •  fS« 
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Inhabiiants 

Parishes  and  Towns.  in 

1726  1757  1792 

Kirk  Michael «iS  8S6 .  .  .  1003 

Ballaugh 806  773  101«E> 

Jurbj 483  467  fU 

Andreas 967  1067  15A5 

Bride 613  629  678 

Lezajre....' 1S09^  1481  1791 

Maughold 529  759^ 

T.  .                       >  2007 

Ramsey 460  882  j 

Lonan 547  869  1408 

Oncan 370  434  690 

Braddon 780  112n 

Douglas 810  1814J  ^^^^ 

MarowD  . 580           658  842 

Santon 376           507  513 

Malew 890  14661 

Castletown... 785"!                 >  3333 

Balasalla 36o/  J 

Arbory 661           786.  1 143 

Kirk  Christ  Rushen . .  813  1007  1590 

Patrick. 745           954  2153 

German 510  925\ 

Peel  town 475  805 


} 
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'  At  the  present  time  the  number  of  inhabitants 
tt  thought  to  be  more  than  30^000,  a  popida^ 
tipn  Of»ftrl;  proportionate  to  that  of  England. 
This  continual  inerease  is  probablj  owing  lo 
an  improving  state  of  agrievUore^  a  greater 
division  of  property^  and  a  more  extended  cnU 
tivation  of  the  pofMoe. 

The  following  i«  a  list  ef  baptisms^  marriagesy 
and  buriOs  in  179f,  17§8,  1704,  1781,  aod 
1796. 

BapHstts.       Marriages*      BnrMf. 
179»  768  181  390 

1795  M4  180  S70 
1794  734  195  Wi 
1705              SOS              184             413 

1796  767  175  430 

In  Bradden  parish  the  burials  exceed  the 
naniber  of  baptisms;  but  in  every  oAer  parish 
fall  far  short  of  them.  The  moet  prooHnent 
feature  of  the  statement  is  the  great  excess  ef 
births  over  the  number  of  burials.  This  is  ae- 
counted  for,  but  not  satisfactorily^  by  the  an« 
nual  emigrations  of  the  poor^  who  for  want  of 
employment  at  home  seek  a  maintenance  abroad, 
ilveii  th^  iN^itisms  are  very  low  for  maintaining 
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thirty  thousand  people^  and>  without  any  emi- 
gration at  all,  would  require  a  very  long  average 
of  life. 

The  climate  of  the  Isle  of  Man  is  rather 
milder  in  winter  than  that  of  the  neighbouring 
shores;  frost  and  snow  being  of  very  short  con- 
tinuance. The  beat  of  summer,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  not  so  great :  the  harvests  are  conse^ 
quently  late :  the  grain  does  not  arrive  at  its  full 
size ;  and  the  straw  for  fodder  is  less  valuable. 
Frosts  seldom  make  their  appearance  before 
Christmas,  and  latterly  have  been  so  slight  as 
'  little  to  impede  v^etation.  Gales  of  wind  and 
falls  of  rain  are  frequent,  and  of  long  duration. 
In  the  spring  of  the  year,  they  render  the  seed-^ 
ing  difficult  and  less  complete,  and  are  very 
prejudicial  to  the  tender  shoots  of  corn. 

The  land  is  chiefly  divided  into  small  farms, 
from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two*  hundred  acres 
each.  A  spirit  of  improvement  is  more  general 
than  it  used  to  be ;  and  much  common  land  has 
lately  been  inclosed. 

Taking  the  tithes  in  kind,  a  customary  method, 
is  a  great  impediment  to  agriculture,  and  much 
disliked.     Were  the  tithe  commuted  for  a  settled 
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sum  of  money,  the  good  effects  of  such  a  prac* 
tice  would  soon  be  visible. 

Leases  are  limited  by  law  to  twenty-one  yearsy 
a  great  check  to  agricultural  improvement.  Till 
the  year  1777^  the  law  respecting  them  waf 
much  more  prejudicial^  the  lease  always  expir- 
ing with  the  life  of  the  lessor.  A  person  who 
attempts  the  cultivation  of  a  barren  heath  does 
not  expect  to  receive  any  benefit  from  the  pro- 
duce of  the  soil  for  the  first  eight  or  ten  years. 
During  this  period  at  least,  the  profit  arises 
from  the  better  state  of  the  soil,  and  the  trees 
and  hedges  which  may  have  been  planted :  and 
what  tenant  would  be  mad  enough  to  commence 
the  cultivation  of  land  upon  a  twenty-one  years' 
lease,  knowing,  as  he  must  do,  that  the  land- 
owner would  onjoy  all  the  profits.  Hence  it  is 
that  land  is  little  improved,  unless  farmed  by  the 
owner ;  and  land-holders  and  farmers  being  such 
distinct  classes  of  society,  this  rarely  happens  to 
be  the  case  to  any  considerable  degree.  The  laws 
respecting  leases,  in  common  with  other  arbi- 
trary laws,  were  made  for  the  good  of  the 
governor,  not  for  that  of  the  subject :  the  for- 
mer apprehending  that  long  leases  would  dimi- 
nish or  do  away  sales ;  and  that  the  fines,  due  to 
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hiin  upofi  alienation^  would  be  thereby  evaded< 
The  usual  time  of  entering  upon  a  farm  is  the 
1 2th  of  November^  and  the  rent  is  commonly  paid 
half  jearlji  The  covenant  of  a  lease  generally 
binds  the  tenant  to  keep  the  buildings  and  fences 
in  repair*  It  frequently  obliges  him  to  spend 
upon  the  farm^  if  not  in  the  neighbourhood  of  a 
town^  or  near  the  sea^  the  whole  produce  of  the 
faay^  straw^  and  manure^  and  not  to  take  from  any 
part  of  the  land  more  than  three  crops  of  grain 
in  succession. 

Land  in  the  vicinity  of  towns  is  chiefly  in  the 
possession  of  their  inhabitants^  who^  after  re-* 
serving  what  is  necessary  for  the  use  of  their 
iamilies,  send  the  remaining  produce  to  market. 
From  2/.  to  3/.  per  acre  is  sometimes  given^ 
but  30^.  or  35^.  is  a  more  common  price;  and 
the  lots  are  usually  very  small.  Farms  are  some- 
times let  for  a  guinea  or  even  25s. :  those  at  a 
distance  from  12^.  to  20^.;  uplands  5^.  and  up- 
wards; but  rents  everywhere  are  evidently  rising. 
The  measure  of  the  £nglish  statute  acre  is 
universal. 

The  common^  or  uncultivated  land^  is  esti- 
mated   at  rather   more  than   one-third   of  the 
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island.  It  includes  the  whole  of  the  mountain 
chain,  nearly  to  its  base.  Horses,  cattle^  and 
sheep  are  turned  to  graze  upon  it.  They  have, 
each,  a  fore  and  hind-leg  tied  together  with  a 
straw-band,  to  prevent  their  straying  far,  and  to 
increase  the  facility  of  catching  them.  An 
animal  thus  served  is,  in  the  appellation  of  the 
Manks,  lankctted.  The  ever-green  furze  yields 
them  the  chief  nourishment  in  winter.  Sheep 
can  eat  only  the  young  shoots,  and  keep  the 
bushes  so  round  and  even,  that  they  appear  to 
have  been  under  the  hands  of  the  pruner.  That 
necessity  is  the  mother  of  invention  is  a  proverb, 
not  applicable  to  mankind  alone.  Horses,  bet- 
ing accustomed  to  take  in  larger  mouthfuls  and 
longer  branches  than  the  sheep/  cannot  eat  the 
furze  in  its  naturaf  state,  on  account  of  the 
prickles.  When  confined  to  this  kind  of  food, 
they  trample  upon  the  branches,  and  paw  them 
with  their  fore-feet,  till  the  prickles  become 
mashed  together  or  rubbed  off;  and  so  com- 
pletely do  they  perform  their  work,  that  the 
food  thus  prepared  might  be  squeezed  by  the 
bare  hand  with  impunity.  I  am  informed,  that 
there^is  no  other   place,    except  Anglcsca,    in 
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which  they  are  driven  to  the  exercise  of  a  simi- 
lar sagacity. 

The  inclosures  are  usually  from  four  to  ten 
acres^  with  fences  unaccountably  crooked  and 
irregular.  The  common  fence  is  composed  of 
sods  of  earthy  reaching  to  the  height  of  four  or 
five  feet.  It  requires  frequent  repairs.  Qorze 
or  furze  is  often  planted  on  the  top^  making  the 
fence  more  secure  for  the  time;  but  in  the  course 
of  three  or  four  years,  if  not  cut  down, before 
ihe  ^piration  of  that  period^  completely  de- 
stroying it.  A  wall  of  uncemented  stones  is 
another  common  fence,  and  more  easily  repaired. 
The  quickset  is  little  used,  and  is  supposed  not 
to  flourish  in  a  westerly  aspect.  The  gate- 
posts, composed  of  stone  and  mortar,  are  re- 
markably and  unnecessarily  stupendous,  being 
often  square  or  rhomboidal  figures  of  three  feet 
each  way.  Only  the  gate  itself  is  made  of 
wood. 

Houses  of  the  best,  sort,  both  in  town  and 
country,  are  built  of  hewn  sone :  those  of  an 
inferior  kind,  and  even  very  good  ones,  of  stone 
unhewn^  Some  of  the  latter  kind,  in  Douglas, 
let  as  high  as  40/.  per  annum.  Sash  lines  and 
weights,  even  to  sash  windows,  are  rarely  to  be 
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seen^  the  people  still  continuing  the  barbarous 
method  of  supporting  the  sash  at  one  invariable 
height  by  an  iron  catch.  The  farm-houses  and 
offices  of  this  island  are  generally  small^  irregu- 
lar^ and  ill  constructed.  Some  modern  ones  are 
upon  a  better  plan ;  and  some  few  estates  are 
well  supplied  with  offices  and  barns.  A  com- 
mon custom,  and  one  every  way  bad^  is  to  have 
the  barn  over  the  cow-house.  Open  stables  are 
still  too  much  in  use.  The  farm-houses^  and, 
indeed,  most  of  the  cottages  are  built  of  un- 
hewn stone ;  the  former  with  a  mortar,  the  latter 
with  a  mud,  cement :  the  former  with  a  roof  of 
slate,  the  latter  with  one  of  straw.  The  meaner 
cottages  are  constructed  of  sods  of  earth,  and 
resemble  those  of  North  Wales,  consisting 
usually  of  two  rooms  on  the  ground,  sometimes 
with,  sometimes  without,  a  solitary  window.* 
The  thatch  is  of  straw,  and  is  kept  in  its  proper 
place  by  bands  of  the  same  material,  twelve  or 
eighteen  inches  apart,  crossing  each  other  at 
right  angles,  thereby  dividing  into  squares  the 
superficies  of  the  roof.  Each  end  of  every 
band  is  fixed  to  a  pin,  stuck  into  the  mud  wall. 
The  smoke  of  a  peat-fire  is  intended  to  issue  at  a 
hole  at  one  corner  of  the  roof  left  for  that  pur- 
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pose ;  but  the  greater  part  usually  takes  posses- 
sion of  the  room^  and  emerges  thence  by  the 
door-way.  The  walls  of  such  a  cottage  are  very 
durable ;  but  the  thatch  will  not  last  longer  than 
two  years ;  whereas  an  English  thatch  will  last 
fourteen. 

The  roads  have  been  for  a  long  time  in  an 
improving  state.  Forty  years  ago  they  were 
dangerous  for  horsemen  in  winter^  and  for  car- 
riages even  in  sumitier.  At  present^  tiiough 
very  good  in  summer^  they  are  sometinies^  in 
winter^  impassable  for  many  days  together. 
There  are  only  three  chiefs  or  carriage,  roads ; 
from  Douglas  to  Castletown :  from  Douglas  to 
Peel:  and  from  Castletown  to  Ramsay.  The 
clay-slate  with  which  they  are  made  and  repaired 
is  soon  ground  into  a  sort  of  clay.  About 
Balasalla  and  Castletown  limestone  is  used^  and 
makes  an  excellent  road.  By  the  statute  of 
1776,  new  high  roads  were  ordered  to  be  eight 
yards  wide,  to  have  ditches  on  each  side«  and  to 
be  well  gravelled  at  top.  The  term  gravel  murt 
be  used  in  a  very  indefinite  sense,  since  there  is 
not  any,  nor,  I  believe,  a  piece  of  flint  upon 
the  island.  The  funds  for  ihaking  and  repairing 
Ihem  will  be  iioticed  in  the  chapter  on  revenue. 
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Light  ploughs  are  generally  preferred  to  others ; 
and  almost  all  are  procured  from  England  or 
Scotland.  Those  made  by  Mr.  Small,  of  Ford,  in 
Scotland^  are  held  in  most  esteem.  The  horses 
being  small  and  not  strong,  four  are  required  to 
turn  a  furrow  four  inches  deep.  Some  harrows 
arc  of  a  good  construction ;  but  manv  of  them 
.are  too  light,  and  consume  in  time  more  than 
they,  save  in  labour.  The  roller,  varying  in 
weight  from  five  hundred  to  one  thousand  pounds, 
is  often  used  after  a  sowing  of  grass  seed :  and^ 
when  followed  by  a  brush  harrow,  is  a  valuable 
implement  in  spreading  manure.  Drilling  and 
hoeing  machines  are  not  very  common. 

The  propef  construction  of  wheel  carriages 
seems  little  understood.  Cart-wheels  are  invari* 
ably  very  narrow  and  generally  small.  In  get- 
ting in  a  harvest,  I  observed  many  sledges  to  one 
cart ;  frequently  no  cart  at  all.  Crops  of  small 
fields  ure  often  carried  home  upon  men's  should* 
(srs;  and  this  is  the  usual  way  of  collecting  a 
tithe. 

Dressing  corn  by  fanners  is  the  practice  on 
most  farms,  A  few  but  not  many  threshing 
iMcfaines  are  in  use. 
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For  live  stock  farmers  rely  more  upon  impor- 
tation than  their  own  rearing. 

The  usual  number  of  horses  allowed  for  hus- 
bandry^ on  the  low  land  farms^  is  one  team  of 
two  or  three  horses^  from  thirteen  to  fifteen  hands 
high^  to  thirty  acres  of  tillage.  The  upland 
farmers  use  double  the  number^  but  of  a  smaller 
size^  and  of  the  native  breeds  which  appears 
similar  to  that  of  North  Wales.  Horned  cattle 
are  numerous ;  but  the  old  stock,  for  want  of 
care^  is  nearly  lost.  They  were  short  le^ed 
and  thick  bodied,  and  more  profitable  to  fatten 
than  reserve  for  milk.  Twelve  quarts  of  a  rich 
quality  was  the  average  return,  producing  nearly 
two  quarts  of  cream,  yielding  sixteen  ounces  of 
butter.  A  few  barreUchurns  are  used,  but  plunge- 
churns  arc  the  most  common. 

Sheep  are  fed  chiefly  on  the  up-lands.  The 
ancient  stock  is  very  small  and  hardy,  much  like 
the  south-down  of  England,  and  endures  the 
severest  weather.  When  fat,  their  usual  weight 
is  from  five  to  eight  pounds  per  quarter.  Their 
meat  is  excellent.  This  is  still  the  breed  upon 
the  uplands  and  mountains ;  but  in  the  low  la,nds 
a  larger  sort  has  been  introduced.  Two  pounds 
and  a  half  is  the  average  weight  of  the  fleeces  of 
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tbe  small  sheep^  and  six  or  seven  pounds  of  the 
large  ones.  It  is  not  of  the  finest  or  longest 
itaple.  The  sheep  are  not  washed  previously  to 
their  being  sheared.  Besides  the  two  sorts 
already  mentioned^  there  is  a  peculiar  breed 
caHed  Laughton,  having  wool  of  a  light  brown 
m  snnff  colour.  These  are  not  accounted  hardy, 
and  are^  more  difficult  to  fatten  than  the  other 
sorts.  The  cloth  made  of  their  wool  is  much 
liked  by  the  natives^  and  on  this  account  only  is 
the  breed  preserved. .  A  writer  of  the  sixteenth 
century  says^  **  the  Manks  sheep  are  exceeding 
buge^  with  tails  of  an  almost  incredible  magni- 
tude :  the  hogs  are  monstrous.  ^  Sheep^  in  this 
country^  are  subject  to  a  peculiar  and  fatal  dis- 
ease, called  by  the  natives  Ouw,  supposed  to  be 
owing  to  the  eating  of  the  hydrocotyle  vulgaris^ 
Vnarsh  pennywort.  Its  leaf  is  said  to  corrode  the 
liver ;  and^  on  opening  a  sheep  that  has  died  of 
the  disease^  to  be  found  attached  thereto^  trans- 
formed into  an  animal^  having  apparent  life  and 
motion^  but  retaining  its  primitive  vegetable 
shape.  Dr.  Withering  attributes  the  rot  in 
sheep  to  a  flat  insect,  the  fasciola  hepatica,  fluke, 

*  Hdlioshed'ji  Chromdes,  VoL  L  p.  38. 


jfgrlculture  of  the  Island.  4S 

nvhich  is  found  in  wet  situations,  adhering  to 
stones  and  plants,  and  likewise  in  the  liveiv 
and  biliary  ducts  of  sheep  affected  with  thii 
complaint. 

Almost  CTery  cottager  keeps  one  or  two  pigs. 
They  are  reared  on  the  offal  of  the  houses,  nia 
about  the  lanes,  and  are  killed  at  the  age  of  tnt 
or  twelve  months*  Potatoes  and  grains  contri- 
bute to  their  maintenance  in  summer ;  and  pota- 
toes, either  boiled  or  raw,  with  some  little  com, 
is  the  food  used  for  fattening  them.  Their 
average  weight  is  fifty  pounds  per  quarter,  and 
their  price  does  not  much  exceed  half  that  of 
beef  or  mutton^ 

Poultry,  though  numerous,  does  not  exceed 
that  limited  quantity  which  the  farmer  can  keep 
with  little  expence.  Geese  and  ducks  are  com- 
mon, but  ti^rkeys  are  not  |)lentifuK 
-  The  country  is  sufficiently  populous  for  the 
extent  of  cultivated  ground ;  but,  the  herring- 
fishery  engaging  the  attention  of  so  many  men  aiid 
small  farmers  during  the  summer  or  autumnal 
months,  is  agreat  check  to  agriculture,  and  renders 
labour  scarce.  Another  bad  effect  of  it  is,  that 
it  teaches  habits  of  so  much  irregularity  and 
idleness,  that  the  people  employed  in  it  never 
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become  good  labourers^  and  are^  generally  speak* 
iDg,  a  yet  J  lazy  and  drunken  class.  The  cus- 
tom is  greatly  felt  by  ^those  who  have  much  corn 
to  reap  or  grass  to  cut :  the  getting  in  of  the 
harvest  is  very  tedious^  for  want  of  suflScient 
hands;  and  it  is  often  much  injured  by  the 
weather.  I.  have  known  hay  cut  for  many  weeks 
before  the  farmer  could  get  it  carried^  and  some* 
times  not  stacked  before  the  end  of  September. 
The  women^  unaccustomed  to  the  irr^ular  livei 
af  the  men^  partake  not  of  their  indolent  dispo- 
sition. Four-fifths  of  the  farming  business  fall 
to  their  share.  They  are  reckoned  very  expert 
in  reaping  and  in  digging  potatoes^  and  per* 
form  not  amiss  many  other  parts  of  husbandry. 
A  mower  cuts  in  a  day  about  three  quarters  of 
an  acre  of  grass ;  and  five  female  reapers^  with 
one  to  bind^  cut  an  acre  of  corn.  The  practice 
is  to  cut  the  corn  as  close  to  the  ground  as  pos- 
sible. Stocks  of  wheat  consist  of  ten  sheaves^ 
and  are  never  topped:  stocks  of  barley  have 
twelve  sheaves^  and  are  covered.  The  average 
produce  of  an  acre  is  sixty  sheaves ;  but  their 
number  varies  greatly.  Mowing  corn  has  been 
tried^  by  way  of  experiment^  but  is  not  much 
practised.     Hours  of  work  are  from  six  to  six^ 
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in  summer,  allowing  two  hours  for  meals  and  a 
rest  at  noon;  they  are  from  eight  to  four^  in 
winter^  allowing  the  same  time  for  meals,  but  no 
rest  at  noon.  The  price  of  labour  is  continu- 
ally increasing.  Men  get^  during  the  harvest,  ^ 
one  shilling  per  day,  and  women,  ten-pence, 
besides  provisions :  and  the  quantity  of  work 
effected  is  very  inferior  to  that  of  the  opposite 
shores.  A  ploughman  expects  from  eight  to  ten 
guineas  a-year,  and  a  boy  three.  Some  of  the 
experienced  Scotch  labourers  have  been  pro- 
cured at  double  wages,  and  found  a  great  ac« 
quisition  to  the  farmers. 

The  labouring  class  of  people  live  upon  but- 
ter-milk, potatoes,  barley-cakes,  stir-about,  and 
herrings.  The  barley-meal  is  kneaded  with  a 
very  little  water,  and  rolled  to  the  thickness  of 
one-sixth  of  an  inch.  It  is  then  baked  upon  a 
plate  of  iron  over  a  peat  fire,  and  usually  has 
a  stronger  flavour  of  smoke  than  of  barley.  Oat- 
meal is  occasionally,  but  not  veiry  often,  sub- 
stituted. Leavened  bread  is  little  known  and 
little  liked.  Stir-about,  well  known  in  Ireland^ 
13  composed  of  oatmeal  and  water  boiled  :  this  is 
their  common  breakfast :  herrings  are  a  frequent 
part  of  their  dinner,  salted,  not  dried :  and  their 
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last  meal  is  either  stir-about^  or  potatoes  and 
milk.  A  labourer  usually  has  a  piece  of  poti^oe 
ground>  and  sometimes  a  cow. 

Much  land  has  been  improved  by  draining, 
and  a  good  deal  more  requires  it.  The  covered 
drains  are  usually  two  feet  nine  inches  deep> 
nine  inches  wide  at  bottom,  and  two  feet  at  top. 
They  are  filled  up  one- half  with  stones,  and  on 
theni  a  layer,  either  of  straw,  or  neatly  pared 
turf,  to  prevent  the  mould  frj^m  getting  in.  On 
stifi^  clayey  land '  they  have  been  constructed, 
and  found  to  answer,  without  stones,  the  drain 
being  narrower,  and  the  turf  resting  upon  a 
ledge  on  each  side.  The  ditches  are,  in  general, 
too  shallow,  and  not  kept  clean.  A  northern 
tract  of  two  thousand  acres,  six  miles  long,  has 
been  converted  from  a  marsh  to  arable  and 
pasture  land  by  a  drain  of  ten  feet  wide  and  six 
deep.  The  soil  is  peat-moss  and  clay.  When  I 
saw  it  (in  1808)  the  drain  was  full  to  the  brim, 
with  marshy  land  about  it,  and  seemed  to  require 
clearing.     There  arc  several  other  open  drains. 

For  a  manure  farmers  rely  chiefly  on  farm- 
yard dung,  and,  if  near  the  shore,  on  sea-weed. 
The  latter  is  either  used  immediately  for  corn  or 
potatoes,  or  forms  a  part  of  a  valuable  compost. 
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For  barley  it  is  particularly  useful ;  but  is  totally 
expended  by  a  second  crop.  Plough  oxen, 
steers^  heifers^  and  dry  cattle^  consume  the  oat 
and  barley  straw.  The  aged  cattle  are  kept  in 
houses:  the  youngs  in  yards  or  the  corners  of 
dry  pastures^  with  the  liberty  of  ranging  the 
fields  in  the  day*time.  Lime  is  an  excellent  and 
durable  manure  upon  soils  of  clay  or  peat;  but 
the  expence  of  quarrying  and  of  burning  it  pre* 
Tents  its  being  greatly  used.  The  sweepings  of 
the  herring  houses,  were  it  not  for  their  limited 
application,  would  be  very  profitable  to  the 
fanner.  A  soil  of  sand  is  highly  improved  by  a 
layer  of  the  clay  found  a  few  feet  beneath  the 
surface.  From  three  to  four  hundred  loads,  of 
ten  hundred  weight  each,  are  put  upon  every 
acre.  After  it  is  crumbled  to  pieces  by  the 
winter  rains  and  frosts,  the  land  is  put  in  tillage. 
The  northern  flat  is  rendered  by  this  treatment 
the  most  fertile  of  any  in  the  island.  Its  chief 
produce  is  barley,  a  considerable  portion  of 
which  is  sent  annually  to  Douglas. 

Arable  land  is  laid  out  in  ridges  of  various 
sizes:  those  of  peas,  wheat,  or  oats,  from 
four  to  nine  feet  wide ;  of  barley,  from  twelve 
to  twenty  feet.  .  High  ridges  are  never  used^  the 
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depth  of  soil  being  seldom  sufficient  to  admit 
them. 

A  regular  rotation  of  crops  is  little  understood 
or  practised.  The  one  most  approved  is  this: 
the  first crop^  potatoes  or  turnips^  well  manured; 
the  second^  barley ;  the  thirds  clover ;  the  fourth, 
oats ;  sometimes,  if  good  land,  wheat ;  the  fifth, 
peas,  or  oats,  if  wheat  has  gone  before.  A 
poor  soil,  after  haying  sustained  two  or  three 
rotations,  is  often  suffered  to  stock  itself  with 
natural  grasses.  This  is  the  work  of  several 
years.  For  a  few  years  more  it  is  surrendered  to 
pasture,  and  then  subjected  to  another  rotation 
of  crops.  Heathy  land,  not  being  sandy,  i$ 
improved  mostly  w^ith  thorough  fallowing  and 
liming,  and,  after  a  few.  crops,  is  sown  with 
grass  seeds :  but,  unless  these  soils  have  frequent 
dressings  and  tillage,  they  return  to  their  origin 
nal  state.     Summer  fallowing  is  little  practised. 

The  cultivation  of  wheat  is  not  general, 
chiefly  on  account  of  its  being  subject  to  the 
smut  in  this  climate.  The  red  sort  of  seed  is  the 
most  common,  and  is  usually  sown  immediately 
after  the  potatoes  are  dug  up,  in  November  or 
December.  The  return  is,  usually,  from  twenty- 
four  to  thirty-six  bushels  per  acre.     It  is  always 
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sold  by  the  actual  weight  of  sixty^bur  poi^nds 
to  the  estimated  bushel.  Five  thousand  ppunda' 
worth  of  flour  is  annually  imported.  About  half 
the  corn  land  is  used  in  the  cultivation  of  barley* 
Two  sorts  are  sown^  the  four-rowed^  which  is  fit 
only  for  malt ;  and  the  two-rowed^  the  meal  of 
which  is  used  for  the  unleavened  bread.  The 
four-rowed  requires  die  earliest  sowings  and  is 
ripe  a  fortnight  before  the  other  sort.  Seed 
time  is  from  the  middle  of  April  to  the  middle  of 
May.  The  usual  allowance  of  seed  per  acre  is 
from  .  three  and  a  half  to  four  and  a  half 
bushels^  and  the  average  return^  thirty-six. 
Nearly  the  other  half  of  corn  land  is  used  in  the 
cultivation  of  oats.  Two  sorts  are  sown,  th^ 
white  and  the  Poland.  The  first,  being  hardy^ 
and  not  very  liable  to  shake^  is  generally  preferred. 
Seed  time  is  from  the  beginning  of  March  to  the 
middle  of  April.  The  allowance  of  seed  is  five 
or  six  bushels  per  acre^  and  the  average  return 
thirty.  Beans  are  not  much  cultivated,  owing 
to  the  lateness  and  wetness  of  the  harvest.  Grey 
and  white  peas  are  in  common  use,  and  are 
sown  in  the  month  of  April.  The  allowance  of 
seed  is  two  and  a  half  bushels  per  acre,  and  the 
return  about  twenty  bushtsk.    This  is  a  crop 
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which  tends  to  meliorate  the  soil^  and  render  it 
more  fit  for  corn.  Little  rye  is  cultivated^  and 
the  grain  is  not  in  demand.  The  inhabitants  are 
very  partial  to  potatoes.  There  are  many  sorts^ 
and  various  modes  of  cultivation.  The  time  of 
planting  is  from  the  end  of  March  to  the  middle 
of  May ;  the  sets,  first  planted^  yielding  the 
most  mealy  potatoes;  but  those^  last  planted^ 
the  greatest  crops.  Eighteen  or  twenty  bushels 
are  the  common  allowance  of  sets.  Their  return 
depends  greatly  upon  the  care  taken  in  weeding 
and  hoeing,  and  is  generally  from-  one  hundred 
and  sixty  to  two  hundred  bushels.  With  extra- 
ordinary attention  three  hundred  bushels  have 
been  obtained.  The  dicing  up  is  performed 
with  a  three-lined  fork.  A  good  labourer  will 
raise  eight  heaped  bushels  in  a  day  without  the 
assistance  of  a  picker.  They  are  generally  pre- 
served in  large  heaps,  out  of  doors,  defended 
from  the  frost  by  straw  packed .  close  round 
them,  and  beyond  this,  sods  of  turf,  with  the 
grass  side  outermost.  Turnips  appear  to  be  well 
suited  to  the  climate,  and  their  use  is  becoming 
annually  more  general.  The  common  winter 
seed  is  the  sort  sown.  Crops  of  carrots  and  of 
turnip-rooted  cabbage  have  been  tried;  but  firom 
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irant  of  management,  or  some  other  cause,  were 
not  found  profitable.     Flax,  in  small  quantities^ 
is  very  general,  but  not  enough  is  grown  for  the 
manufactures  of  the  island.     One  plot  rarelj 
exceeds  one  quarter  or  one  half  of  an  acre.     It 
is  always  sown  on  land  in  good  condition,  often 
after  potatoes,  but  never  after  corn.     April  is 
the  time  for  sowing  it,  -and  the  usual  allowance 
of  seed  is  eighteen  gallons  per  acre.     The  weeds 
should  be  removed  as  they  appear,  till  the  land 
be  completely  covered.     By  the  middle  or  end 
of  July  it  is  pulled,  and  laid  in  water  for  a 
week,  by  which  time  the  pith  is  putrified,  and 
is  readily  parted  from  the  other  substance.     It  is 
then  spread  on  a  pasture  to  dry,  till  it  is  founds 
upon  examination,  to  be  fit  for  scutching,  or 
dressing  at  the  mill.     This  is  an  operation  which 
disjoins  the  fibres  and  separates  them  from  the 
bark.     The  process  of  boiling  the  flax,  as  re- 
commended by  the  Bath  Agricultural  Society^ 
has  been  tried  here ;  but  the  expence  of  it  was 
found  to  exceed  the   value  of  the  flax.     The 
cufture  of  flax,  owing  to  the  uncertainty  of  the 
weather,  is  a  very-  speculative  branch  of  hus- 
bandry.    Hemp  is  never  sown,  except  in  gar- 
dens, and  not  much  there.     Sown  grasses  are  so 
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essentially  useful,  that  almost  every  fanner  sows 
grass  or  clover  with  his  spring  crop.  The  red 
clover  is  very  eligible,  either  to  be  eaten  by  cat- 
tle or  cut  for  hay.  The  former  practice  is  the 
most  beneficial  to  the  land;  and,  if  the  cloTer 
be  abundant,  so  will  generally  be  the  ensuing 
cron  of  corn.  Ray  grass  seed  is  commonly 
sown  with  the  clover,  but  by  this  practice  the 
land  is  impoverished.  Ten  pounds  of  red  clover, 
and  two  bushels  of  grass  seed  per  acre,  are  the 
usual  allowance  for  a  hay  crop.  White  and  red 
clover,  and  white  hay  seeds  are  thought  to  yield 
the  best  pasture. 

Markets  for  provisions  are  ordered  to  be  held 
at  each  of  the  four  towns ;  but  only  at  Douglas 
are  they  regular.  Fairs  for  the  sale  of  horses^ 
cattle,  and  wearing  apparel,  the  manufacture  of 
the  island,  and  for  the  hiring  of  servants,  are 
numerous ;  and  about  six  are  very  well  attended. 
There  is  no  market  or  fair  for  grain,  and  those 
likely  to  want  any  generally  make  a  contract 
with  the  farmers  as  soon  as  the  harvest  is  got  in. 

Two  modes  of  agricultural  improvement  have 
been  long  proposed.  The  first  is  the  establish- 
ment of  a  M anks  Agricultural  Society ;  now,  in 
some  degree,  carried  into  efiect  by  the  extension  of 
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the  Cumberland  society  to  this  island^  which 
will  not^  I  fear^  prove  of  much  advautage  to  the 
inhabitants.  The  other  is,  a  conversion  of  the 
tithe,  now  payable  in  kind,  into  an  unalterable 
sum  of  money,  equal  to  its  present  value.  To 
these  two  may  be  added  a  third,  that  of  length* 
ening  the  term  of  leases.  ^ 

•  For  the  ground-worl  of  this  €hq>ter  I  am  indebted  to 
Mr.  Quayle's  Agricultural  Report. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

On  the  Manufactures  of  the  Island. 

XN  80  low  a  state^  till  latelj^  were  manufactures 
^nd  mechanics^  that  the  inhabitants  had  not 
mills  enough  to  grind  their  wheats  being  in  the 
practice  of  exporting  it  and  importing  flour. 
The  first,  upon  a  large  scale,  was  erected  bj 
Major  Taubman ;  and,  from  being  in  the  vicinity 
of  his  seat,  is  called  the  Nunnery  mill.  Several 
.others  have  been  since  built ;  but  the  chief  busi- 
ness is  supposed  to  be  done  here. 

How  far  the  introduction  of  manufactories 
might  be  expedient  and  likely  to  answer  the  pur- 
pose of  the  manufacturer,  would  be  an  amusing 
and  useful  inquiry.  Those  established  for  arti- 
cles consumed  by  the  natives  only  must,  of 
pourse,  be  of  small  magnitude,  and  if  there  be 
not  too  many  will  necessarily  succeed,  provided 
110  peculiar  obstacles  arise.  Of  this  class  are 
breweries,  candle  and  soap  manufactories,  tan- 
yards,  and  some  others,  which  the  freedom  from 
fDxcise  laws  tends  greatly  to  encourage.    Malting 
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and  brewing  being  uncontrolled^  ale  and  beer 
may  be  made  for  considerably  less  tban  half  the 
price  which  they  cost  in  England.     These  last 
mentioned  trades,  centering  in  the  same  person^ 
are^    probably^    the   chief  in  the  island:    and, 
judging  from  the  quality  "^of  the   ale^  and  the 
number   of  people  who    daily  get  intoxicated 
with  it,  particularly  in  the  fishing  season,  the 
business  of  •brewer  must  be  extremely  profitable. 
The  fondness  of  the  people  to  ale  does  not  how^ 
ever  diminish  their  attachment  to  spirits.   Town-* 
ley  imagines  that  nearly  half  the  inhabitants  die 
oi  the  grog  consumption,  which  complaint,  he 
facetiously  adds,  is  accounted  very  catching  and 
infectious.     Candles  and  soap  are  comparatively 
dear.     The  business  of  the  tanner  is  chiefly  con- 
fined to  Manks  skins  and  hides,  and  he  does  not 
make  sufficient,  or  sufficiently  good^  leather  for 
the  supply  of  the  natives.     The  article  is  reckr 
koned    much   inferior  to  that    imported  from 
England. 

These  trades  are  considered  profitable  in  pro- 
portion to  their  extent :  but  the  question  is  mate- 
rially altered  when  we  inquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency  of  manufacturing  goods  for  exportation,  or 
of  erecting  manufactories  which  are  not  likely 
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to  answer,  except  upon  a  large  scale.     No  pro* 
ducts  of  the  islaiid  are  in  sufficient  abundance  to 
be  manufactured  for  foreign  use.     Whatever  ar- 
ticles are  employed  for  this  purpose  must  there- 
fore be  first  imported.     The  eligibility  of  esta- 
blishing manufactories  is  reckoned  io  arise  from 
the  number  of  small,    rapid  rivulets,    and  the 
<^onsequent  convenience  of  erecting  mills :  and 
I  have  not  heard  the  most  sanguine  speak  of  the 
probable  success  of  introducing  any  such  as  do 
not  require  mill-work.    The  cheapness  of  labour, 
the  freedom  from  excise  laws,  and,  in  a  great 
ineasure,  from  custom-house  duties,  are  not  suf- 
ficient inducements:    for  labour  is    nearly    as 
cheap  in  the  north  of  England,  and  quite  as 
chei^p  in  Ireland ;  and  manufactured  articles,  if 
IMlmitted  at  all,  would  be  charged  with  the  cus- 
tomary duty  at  any  port  of  the  British  domi- 
nions, greater  indeed  than  the  elccise  upon  the 
manufacture  in  tho^  countries.     The  discreti* 
onary  power,  claimed  and  used  by  the  Englisb 
Governtnent>  respecting  all  matters  where  reve- 
nue is  directly  or  indirectly  conceriied,  somewhat 
damps  the  ardour  of  tlie  specttlatist.     Distilleri^ 
are  absolutely  prohibited,  under  the  penalty  of 
forfeiting  for  evferj^  ofiefiice  «00/,  besides  the 
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implements  used  in  the  process.    Some  years  ago 
a  cottan-spinning  manufactory  was  established  at 
Balasalla  by  Messrs.   De-^Ia-primes.    They  in^ 
tftnded  not  to  weave  the  yarn^  but  to  send  it  fto 
Lancashire.     By  these  means  most  of  the  duty 
on  cotton  would  hare. been  evaded.     I  was  in« 
formed  that  it  was  the  opinion  of  an  eminent 
counsellor^  consulted  upon  the  occasion^  that 
the  scheme  might  be   carried  into  execution^ 
either  in  the  Isle  of  Man  or  the  Isle  of  Skye. 
How  such  an  idea  could  be  entertained  I  cannot 
conjecture^  since  an  act  of  5tb  Geo.  III.  ex-- 
pressly  prohibits  the  importation  from  Man  into 
Britain  of  any  foreign  goods,  hemp  and  flax 
excepted,  whether  in  their  raw  state,  or  wholly 
or  partly  manufactured,  either  with  or  without 
any  native  materials.     Previously  to  this  period^ 
^he  laws  were  still  more  severe.*    The  specula- 
tion was  soon  discovered  to  be  vain,  and  the 
mill-work  was  afterwards  used  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  twine  for  fishing-nets ;  but  owing  to  the 
circumstance  of  the  fishermen  usually,  in  their 
leisure  time,  making  their   nets    from  the  raw 
material,  the  second  project  was  no  more  suc- 
cessful than  the  first.     Flax  mills  have   been 

*  See  15th  Charles  IL 
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lately  introduced.  Tbe  demand  for  linen  goods, 
including  sail-cloth^  is  greater  than  that  for 
cotton,  and  the  expense  of  the  machinery 
much  less*  They  are  therefore  more  likely  to 
answer  here.  Those  belonging  to  Messrs. 
'Moores,  near  Douglas,  though^  I  believe,  the 
newest,  are  reckoned  the  most  considerable. 
The  spinning  is  by  machinery  throughout,  two 
hundred  and  forty  spindles,  performing  the 
work  of  an  equal  number  of  people,  being 
constantly  at  work,  attended  by  only  ten  or  a 
dozen  children,  and  one  overseer.  The  weav- 
ing is  by  hand*  Here  they  make  sheeting, 
towelling,  sail-cloth^  and  sack-cloth.  One 
woollen  manufactory  has  been  established  within 
these  few  years;  and  the  home  consumption 
may  reasonably  be  supposed  sufficient  to  keep  it 
at  work.  The  proprietor  uses  chiefly  the  fleeces 
of  the  M anks  sheep^  and  has,  in  some  cases, 
adopted  the  system  of  barter,  exchanging  a 
certain  quantity  of  cloth  for  a  certain  quantity 
of  wool. 

Under  existing  circumstances  I  cannot  think 
expedient  the  establishment  of  manufactories 
upon  a  large  scale  for  the  purpose  of  exporta- 
tion.   England  usually  takes  care  to  allow  a 
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drawback  upon  manufactured  goodsr^  subject, 
in  their  raw  state^  to  heavy  duties^  in  order  to 
preserve  her  trade  in  foreign  markets.  I  cannot 
therefore  imagine^  that  the  Isle  of  Man  can  vie 
vfith  her  in  <:oo9merce. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

On  the  Trade  of  the  Island. 

V^OMMERCE,  like  the  arts  and  sciences^  in- 
creases gradually  from  a  small  beginning,  and 
most  flourishes  where  least  restrained  by  law.  In 
this  country  it  was  subject  to  a  most  singular 
regulation^  which  prevailed  to  the  middle  or 
latter  end  of  the  seventeenth  century.  That 
my  relation  of  the  practice  may  not  to  any  one 
appear  chimerical,  I  shall  merely  transcribe  the 
words  of  my  authority.  ''  There' are  four  mer- 
chants which  are  ever  chosen  by  the  country ; 
which  choice  is  usually  made  at  the  Tynwald 
court,  and  sworn  by  the  deemsters  to  deal  truly, 
and  most  for  the  country's  profit :  these,  for  the 
present,  are  Mr.  John  Stanley  and  Mr.  Philip 
Moor,  for  the  south  side;  and  Mr.  Thomas 
Crelling  and  Mr.  David  Christian,  for  the  north 
side.  These^  when  any  ship  of  salt,  wines, 
pitch,  iron,  or  other  commodities  good  for  the 
use  of  the  country  comes  into  the  island,  the 
Governor,  having  first  consulted  with  the  mer- 
4 
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chant-fltranger  about  the  rates  and  prices  of  the 
commodities^  he  sends  then  for  these  four  mer- 
chants of  the  countrj^  to  appear  before  him 
and  the  merchant-stranger^  and  drives  a  bargain, 
if  he  can^  betwixt  them:  if  he  cannot  agnee 
with  them^  he  commands  the  four  merchants  to 
spend  another  day  with  the  merchant-stranger, 
to  deal  with  him  if  they  can.     And  whatsoeyer 
bargain  is  made  by  the  said  four  merchants,  the 
country  is  to  stand  to  it,  and  tske  the  commo- 
dities of  the  merchant-stranger,  and  pay  for  them 
according  to  the  rates  agreed  upon :  which  iMst 
commonly  is,  that  the  country  are  to  bring  in 
their  commodities  of  wool,  hides,  tallow,  and 
such  like;  and  for  the  same  have  their  equal 
commodities  of  salt,  wine,  iron,  pitchy  &c.  so 
brought  in  and  compounded  for  as  aforcMid. 
And  if  the  commodities  brought  in  by  the  coun* 
try  will  not  extend  to  the  value  of  the  stranger's 
commodities,   then  the  four  merchants  are  to 
assess  the  rest  of  the  commodities  upon  the  coun- 
try, every  one  his  equal  proportion  ;  for  which 
they  are  to  pay  ready  money,  as  the  four  mer- 
chants had  agreed  for  them.    So  by  this  means 
the  merchant-stranger  is  much  encouraged  to 
faring  in  necessary  things  for  the  island ;  and  the 
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people  have,  by  tbe  faithfulness  of  the  four 
merchants^  the  full  benefit  of  the  commodity 
brought  in ;  which  otherwise  some  private  man 
of  the  country  might  and  would  ha?e  taken  for 
bis  own  profit :  and  this  is  an  especial  benefit 
for  the  enriching  of  tbe  people^  and  for  the 
general  good  */* 

The  present  exports  of  this  island  are  strong 
linens  and  sail-cloth^  their  annual  value  being 
from  6000/.  to  10,000/,;  herrings,  varying  in 
quantity  with  the  success  of  the  fishery ;  lead,  or 
lead  ore,  fowls,  butter,  a  few  eggs,  and  some 
other  trifling  articles. 

The  report  of  the  commissioners,  appointed 
by  his  majesty  to  inquire  into  the  state .  of  Man, 
furnishes  the  following  list  of  exports  for  the 

year  1790 : 

To  Great  Britain. 

1743  bushels  potatoes, 
1313  crocks  butter, 
201  boxes  and  baskets  of  eggs, 

*  See  King's  Description  of  ths  Isle  of  Man,  published 
with  his  Vale  Royal,  London,  1656,  fol.  p.  30.  This  short 
treatise  is  the  work  of  James  Chaloner,  who,  with  Robert 
.Dynely  and  Joshua  Witton,  were  appointed  by  Thomas 
Lord  Fairfax,  Lord  of  Man,  commissioners  to  inquire  into 
the  revenue,  government,  religion,  and  learning  of  this 
island.  The  dedication  to  his  Lordship  is  dated  Dec.  1, 1655. 
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7  barrels  pork^ 
liditto,  beef, 
195  cow  and  ox  hides  in  hair, 
57  dozen  calf-skins^ 
4  cwt.  leather, 
1400  cow  and  ox  horns, 
S6  cwt.  cow  and  ox  hair, 
4  cwt.  honey, 
1335  cwt.  kelp, 

2  cwt.  wax, 

17  cwt.  wool  and  woollen  yarn, 
159  cwt.  linen  yam, 

69  tons  lead  ore, 
S58  dozen  rabbit-skins. 

To  Ireland. 
103  doz.  rabbit-skins, 
1 1  cwt.  feathers, 
50  cwt.  bacon, 

3  tons  cotton  twist, 
143  tons  limestone, 

S82  tons  marble  and  paving  stones, 
102  tons  slate, 
1807  reams  coarse  paper, 
17  cwt.  fern  ashes, 
1  cwt.  hair  powder. 
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130  hanks  candle  wicks, 
1  tombstone^ 
3  qurs.  of  cwt.  dried  beef. 

In  the  same  year  were  exported  to  Great 
Britain^ 

1878  barrels  white  herrings, 
2747  barrels  red  herrings  : 

To  other  parts. 
135  barrels  white  herrings, 
6866  barrels  red  herrings. 

In  f en  jears,  begioning  with  1781^  and  end- 
ing with  1790,  the  year  first  alluded  to,  were 
exported  to  Great  Britain, 

506,365  yards  linen, 
727  horses, 
4019  black  cattle, 
238  sheep, 
248  pigs, 
1  mule, 
4  goats: 

To  Ireland. 
1,564  yards  linen, 
113  horses, 
4  black  cattle, 
12  mules. 
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The  imports  are  manufactured  goods  of  almost 
every  description^  chiefly  from  Liverpool ;  coal 
from  Liverpool^  and  from  the  ports  of*  Cumbef- 
land ;  w  ine  from  Oporto  and  Guernsey ;  brandy 
and  geneva  from  Guernsey;  and  rum  from 
England :  the  balance  of  trade  being  greatly 
against  the  island. ,  The  deficiency  may^  perhaps^ 
be  made  up  by  remittances  to  strangers^  yfho,  ia 
order  to  avoid  the  sight  of  a  bailiff^  or  the  extra- 
vagance of  English  livings  take  up  their  tempo-* 
rary  or  permanent  abode  in  this  country* 

Gold  coin  is  not  plentiful^  and  silver  coin  is 
very  scarce.  The  copper  coinage  is  peculiar  to 
the  island,  fourteen  Manks  pence  making  onis 
English  shilling.  ^Greeiiock  guinea  notes  are  the 
chief  substitute  fur  gold.  -  Mr.  Scott,  the  col« 
lector  of  the  customs,  being  a  partner  in  the 
Greenock  bank,  has,  in  most  of  the  notes,  the 
initials  of  his  name  in  vi^ater-mark,  and  gives 
them  every  currency  in  his  power.  The  mer- 
chants and  manufacturers  are  very  desirous  of 
preventing  any  inconvenience  that  might  arise 
from  the  scarcity  of  silver,  by  issuing  as  many 
as  they  can  of  their  one-shilling,  half-a-crown, 
three-shilling,  five-shilling,  and  seven-shilling- 
tickets  or  cards.     One  of  these  is  usually  accom* 
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panied  with  the  motto,  "  pro  bono  publico  ;^- 
and  the  form  of  the  engagement  generally  rmia 
thus :  ''  I  promise  to  pay  the  bearer  on  demand 
"  ■  ghillingg,  on  his  bringing  the  changie  of  a 
one  pound  note/'  Tickets  with  only  one  signature 
toe  not  much  liked,  since,  in  case  of  the  death 
of  the  party,  the  executors  are  not  obliged  to 
pay  his  debts  till  the  expiration  of  three  years. 

Till  the  act  of  reyestment  in  1765,  and  the 
subsequent  regulations^  the  chief  business  of 
the  place  was  smu^ling.'  The  anpual  returns 
of  this  trade  exceeded  350,000/.  and  by  some 
were  estimated  so  high  as  half  a  million,  white 
the  value  of  seizures  was  not  more  than  10,000/. 
io  that  the  profits  to  those  engaged  in  it  were 
probably  enormous.  The  Duke  of  Athd,  hay* 
ing  a  small  duty  upon  imports,  rather  encou- 
raged than  set  his  face  against  it.  The  place 
formed  completely  the  harbour  and  the  store* 
house  of  smugglers,  whence  they  shipped  their 
good^,  as  occasion  offered,  to  JEngland,  Ireland, 
m  Scotland,  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  British 
tevenue.  Many  persons  being  by  its  failure 
thrown  out  of  employment,  emigrated  to  Ame* 
rica ;  some  went  to  sea ;  some  engaged  them^ 
pelves  in  ti»  fisheries ;  and  others  turned  their 
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mttention  to  the  cvltivlvtiaii  of.  the  groiiftd.  T0 
exchangt  an  irregular  and  idle  Ufe  for  ofie  of 
congtant  actiVitj  and  iodustrjr  b  mi  easy  aehiefc»- 
iiient:  the  \¥aste  lands  and  short  erops  evince 
infw  much  remains  to  be  done. 

The  following  is  an  eietract  frmi  an  acoonnt 
of  the  smv^gling  trade^  written  abottt  17fi3:  { 

*'  The  English  goverofdent  perhaps  do  net 
know  to  what  a  height  it  i»  come.  The  eaptaill 
of  a  cruiser  did  yentnre  to  do  hit  duty  hj  foU 
lowing  a  valuable  Dutch  dogger  into  port  and 
seizing  her.  But  the  man  found  himself  mis- 
taken. Acts  of  parliament  and  English  cotor 
missions  could  not  protect  him  in  that  petty 
principality.  Five  of  his  men^  who  had  taken 
possession  of  the  dogger^  were  thrown  into  a 
gaolj  where  they  will  probably  lie  till  their  death. 
The  captain  himself  with  two  men  and  a  boy 
narrowly  escaped  to  Whitehaven.  Quere^  whe- 
ther the  Officers  of  the  Isle  of  Man  are  not  guilty 
of  an  act  of  rebellion  in  seizing  th6  king's  boats 
and  arms  ? 

^'The  loss  to  the  revenue^  upon  the  most 
moderate  calculation^  is^  at  leasts  SOO^OOO/. 
a  year/ 

^'  In  shorty  this  island  may  be  looked  upon  as 
fS 
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41  fortresg  in  the  handi  of  our  enemies :  and  the 
whole  question  is^  whether  we  ought  to  dis* 
possess  them  or  not;  a  question  fliat  admits  of 
no  dispute."  * 

Since  the  year  1765^  the  contraband  trade  has 
been  nearly  annihilated.  The  little  that  is  now 
done  is  supposed  to  be  by  means  of  coasting 
vessels^  or  of  ships>  which,  on  account  of  bad 
wind  or  weather^  anchor  for  a  short  time  in  some 
of  the  harbours  of  the  Island. 

*  Postlewaite's  Commercial  Dictionaiy,  foL  toL  ii 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

On  the  Herring  and  the  Herring  Fishery. 

X  HE  beiTtng  fisherj^  giving  rise  to  the  chief 
commerce  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  I  shall  a  little 
enlarge  upon^  beg^inning  with  the  natural  his- 
tory of  the  fish,  extracted  from  the  approred 
works  of  Pennant,  Shaw,  Bloch,  and  occasi« 
onally  Buflbn,  generally  retaining  the  language 
of  the  two  former  naturalists^  and  translating 
from  the  French  that  of  the  two  latter. 

The  Clupea  Harengus,  common  herring,  is 
eminently  important  in  a  commercial  view,  and 
may  justly  be  said  to  form  one  of  the  wonderd 
of  the  northern  world.  It  is  principally  distin- 
guished by  the  brilliant  silvery  colour  of  its  body, 
the  advancement  of  the  lower  jaw  beyond  the 
upper,  and  by  the  number  of  rays  in  the  anal 
fin,  which,  in  by  far  the  greater  number  of 
specimens,  are  found  to^  amount  to  seventeen.* 
The  back  is  of  a  dusky  hue,  or  greenish  cast ; 
and  in  the  recent  or  living  fish,  the  gill-covers 

*  Mr.  Peniuuit  BttjSf  the  usual  number  is  fourteen. 
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•re  marked  by  a  reddish^  and  sometimes  by  a 
Tiolet-coloured  spot:  the  eyes  are  large:  the 
mouth  is  withoui  visible  iaeth !  the  openings  of 
the  gill- covers  are  very  large :  the  scales  are  ra* 
ther  large  and  easily  deeiduoqs :  the  lateral  line 
is  not  very  distinctly  visible :  the  abdomen  is 
pretty  sharply  carinated^  and^  in  some  specimens^ 
slightly  serrated :  the  fins  are  rather  small  than 
large  for  the  size  of  the  fish,  and  the  tail  is 
strongly  forked.  The  herring  is  observed  to 
vary  greatly  in  size,  and  there  are  probably  some 
permanent  varieties  of  this  species,  which  yet 
vrant  their  exact  description.  The  general  size 
is  perhaps  from  ten  to  twelve  or  thirteen  inches. 
Important  as  Ibis  fish  is  to  the  inhabitants  of 
modern  Europe,  it  is  doubted  whether  it  was 
distinctly  known  to  the  ancient  Greeks  and 
Romans,  at  least  we  find  no  certain  description 
in  their  writings,  cither  of  its  form  or  uses. 
The  herring  fishery  is,  however,  of  considerable 
antiquity :  the  Dutch  are  said  to  have  engaged 
m  it  so  long  ago  as  the  year  1164,  and  were  in 
possession  of  it  for  several  centuries ;  and  Flan- 
ders bad  the  honour  of  discovering  the  method 
of  preserving  this  fish  by  pickling  it.  Qne 
WilUaa  BankalM^  ^.BkrvitA^  hmt  Slays,  is 
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said  to  have  been  the  inventor  of  this  useful  ex* 
pedient ;  and  from  him  is  probably  derived  the 
ivord  pickle^  virhich  vee  have  borrowed  from  the 
Dutch  and  Germans.  Beukelen  died  in  the  year 
1397.  The  emperor^  Charles  the  Fifth,  is  said 
to  have  held  his  memory  in  such  veneration  for 
the  service  he  had  done  mankind^  as  to  have  paid 
a  solemn  visit  to  his  tomb^  in  honour  of  so  dis- 
tinguished a  citizen^  and,  sitting  thereon^  to 
have  eaten  a  herring.^  The  Dutch  are  most  ex- 
travagantly fond  of  this  fish  virhen  pickled:  4 
premium  was  given  to  the  first  vessel  that  arrived 
in  Holland,  laden  with  this,  their  ambrosia.  As 
much  joy  was  observed  among  the  inhabitants  oa 
its  arrival,  as  the  Egyptians  shew  at  the  4rst 
overflowing  of  the  Nile.f 

The  great  winter  rendezvous  of  the  herring  is 
within  the  arctic  circle:  there  they  continue 
many  months,  in  order  to  recruit  themselves 
after  the  fatigue  of  spawning ;  the  sea^^  withi^ 
that  space,  swarming  with  insect  food  in  a  far 
greater  degree  than  in  our  warmer  latitudes. 

They  commence  their  voyage  in  the  springs 

*  Shaw's  Zoology,  VoL  y.    Ichtyologie  par  Bloch,  Berlia, 
VoL  1.  p.  150. 
t  Pennant's  British  Zoology. 
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and  a  few  appear  off  the  Shetland  Isles  in  April 
and  May.  These  arc  only  fore-runners  of  the 
grand  shoal  which  comes  in  June^  and  their 
appearance  is  chiefly  marked  by  the  number  of 
birds^  such  as  gannets  and  guUs^  which  follow 
and  prey  tipon  them :  but  when  the  main  body 
approaches^  its  breadth  and  depth  is  such  as  to 
alter  the  Tery  appearance  of  the  ocean.  It  is 
divided  into  distinct  columns  of  five  or  six  miles 
in  lengthy  and  three  or  four  in  breadth ;  and 
they  drive  the  water  before  them  with  a  kind  of 
rippling.  Sometimes  they  sink  for  the  space  of 
ten  or  fifteen  minutes ;  then  rise  again  to  the  sur- 
face, and,  in  bright  weather,  reflect  a  variety  of 
splendid  colours,  like  a  field  of  the  most  preci* 
pus  gems. 

The  first  obstruction  that  they  meet  with  in 
their  passage  southward  is  the  Shetland  Isles^ 
which  divide  the  shoal  into  two  parts.  One 
division  directs  its  course  to  the  eastern,  the 
other  to  the  western  shores  of  Great  Britain, 
and  fill  every  bay  and  creek  with  their  numbers. 
The  one  passes  on  towards  Yarmouth,  the  great 
and  ancient  mart  of  hearings,  proceeds  through 
the  British  Channel,  and  afterwards  nearly  disT 
appears.     The  other^  after  offering  itself  to  t)ie 
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Hebrides^  where  tbe  great  stationary  fishery  is, 
meets  with  a  second  interruption^  and  is  again 
divided  at  the  north  of  Ireland.  The  part  which 
pursues  the  western  course  is  soon  lost  in  the 
immensity  of  the  Atlantic ;  but  the  other^  which 
passes  into  the  Irish  sea^  rejoices  and  feeds  the 
inhabitants  of  the  coasts  that  border  it 

These  smaller  divisions  are  often  capricious 
in  their  movements^  and  do  not  shew  an  invari* 
able  attachment  to  their  haunts.  ^ 

Such  as  escape  the  voracity  of  their  enemies 
and  the  ravages  of  famine^  are  supposed  to  col- 
lect at  the  end  of  autumn  in  the  northern  sea, 
and^  having  left  their  spawn  in  a  more  genial 
climate^  seek  their  former  habitations  under 
the  ice. 

The  reality  of  the  emigration  of  the  herrings  so 
well  detailed  by  Mr.  Pennant^  begins^  at  present, 
to  be  greatly  called  in  question :  and  it  is  rather 
supposed  that  this  fish,  like  the  mackerel,  is,  in 
reality,  at  no  very  great  distance,  during  the^ 
winter  months,  from  the  shores  which  it  most 
frequents  at  the  commencement  of  the  spawning 
season ;  inhabiting  in  winter  the  deep  recessea  of 

•  Pennant's  British  Zoology,      f  Bloch,  Vol.  L  p.  15L 
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the  ocean,  or  plunging  itself  beneath  the  soft 
mud  at  the  bottom :  but>  at  the  vemal  leason  it 
begins  to  quit  the  deeper  parts^  and  approach 
the  shallows^  in  order  to  deposit  its  spawn  in 
proper  situations ;  and  this  is  thought  a  sufficient 
explanation  of  the  glittering  myriads  which^  at 
particular  seasons^  illuininate  the  surface  of  the 
<»cean  for  the  length  and  breadth  of  several  miles 
at  once.  * 

The  reasons  given  by  Dr,  Bloeh,  igains^  % 
belief  in  their  existence  are  chiefly  these : 

It  is  impossible  that  they  should  traverse  a 
space  of  so  many  thousands  of  miles  in  so  short 
a  time.  According  to  the  observations  of  Gies* 
sler^  the  salmon^  even  in  fresh  water,  swims  only 
at  the  rate  of  one  mile  in  twenty-four  hours; 
and  when  the  sun  shines^  not  more  than  half  as 
fiwif 

The  salmon-trout,  (lavaret)  when  the  wind  is 
favorable,  swims  up  the  most  rapid  rivers  at  the 
rate  of  three  miles  in  twenty- four  hours;  but 
up  gentle  streams,  it  makes  in  the  same  time 
only  half  the    progress.  [^      Herrings,    having 

.•  Shaw.       +  Giessler,  p.  113.       J  Bloch,  VoL  i.  p.  135. 
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flalt-\rater  constantly  to  struggle  with^   would 
proceed  at  a  much  slower  rate.* 

In  one  or  other  part  of  Europe  herrings  may^ 
all  the  year^  be  found :  on  the  coast  of  Swedish 
Pomeracia  from  January  to  March :  in  the 
Baltic  8ea^  and  many  other  places^  from  March 
to  November ;  about  Gothland,  and  also  on  the' 
coagt$  of  France,  from  October  to  December. 
The  fishermen  of  Scarborough  in  England 
scarcely  ever  throw  a  net,  in  any  season  of  the 
year,  without  finding  a  herring  among  their  fish. 

If  the  herring,  as  some  allege,  fly  southward 
to  escape  the  eager  jaws  of  the  whale,  why  docs 
it  proceed  so  many  hundred  miles  beyond  the 
seas,  which  this,  their  enemy,  inhabits?  And 
why,  on  the  approach  of  winter,  should  it  re- 
turn to  the  Arctic  regions  to  encounter  again  an 
equal  peril  ? 

If  want  of  provision  obliges  the  herrings  to 
send  out  colonies,  why  should  this  want  occur 
periodically,  and  always  at  the  same  season  ? 

On   examining  nature    attentively    all    thesa  , 
difficulties  vanish.     Herrings,    like    other   fish,  • 
l|uit  the  deep  waters,  their  usual  abode,  in  order 

»«locfa,  VoLi.  p.  15L 
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to  deposit  the  spawn  in  places  more  secure ;  and 
having  so  done^  seek  again  their  customary 
haunts.  Instinct  or  inclination^  not  the  fear 
of  the  whale^  occasions  their  change  of  re- 
sidence. 

They  begin  to  multiply  their  species  before 
they  have  arrived  at  one  quarter^  or  perhaps 
one-eighth  part^  of  their  full  grovirth ;  and  spawn 
at  various  seasons  of  the  year^  according  to  their 
respective  ages.  It  is  possible^  that  the  herring 
may  spawn  ofltener  than  once  a  year ;  but  this 
circumstance  \&  not  ascertained.^ 

The  prolific  quality  of  fish  is  truly  astonislv- 
ing.  An  experiment  was  made  by  a  discerning 
naturalist  to  ascertain  the  extent  of  this  quality 
in  carp.  He  put  into  a  pond  of  seven  acres, 
free  from  fish^  three  female  and  four  male  carp : 
he  took  care  to  supply  the  water  with  plenty  of 
food:  and  these  seven  fish  produced  one  hun- 
dred and  ten  thousand  little  carp. 

Polyandrism  is  very  favourable  to  the  popu* 
lation  of  fish ;  and  the  number  of  males  usually 
far  exceeds  that  of  females. 

The  roe  of  a  herring  is  double.     That  of  a 

♦BufTon.        "^^ 
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female  of  middling  size  weighs  seven  drachms, 
and  is  composed  of  white  and  very  small  eggs; 
varying  in  number  from  twenty  thousand  to 
leventy  thousand. 

It  is  the  general  law  of  animal  and  vegetable 
life,  that  the  power  and  the  propensity  to  in- 
crease the  species  should  far  exceed  the  means  of 
living.  The  offspring  of  a  single  pair  of  ani^ 
mats  would  in  a  short  time^  if  not  restrained  by 
adventitious  circumstances^  be  sufficient  to  peo- 
ple the  whole  earth. 

Hence  it  is^  that  in  the  general  economy  of 
nature,  a  violent  as  well  as  a  natural  death  must 
be  included. 

The  two  means  of  regeneration  and  of  destruc- 
tion preserve  nature  in  a  perpetual  youth,  and 
limit  the  number  of  her  productions.  Both  are 
the  effects  of  general  causes :  every  individual 
who  is  born  t9j^%  of  himself  at  the  end  of  a  cer- 
tain period:  should  He  die  prematurely,  it  iai 
because  he  was  superabundant.  How  many 
flowers  are  gathered  in  the  spring !  how  many 
races  extinct  in  the  moment  of  their  birth ! 
How  many  buds  destroyed  before  they  are 
developed ! 
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.  One  species  preying  upon  another  sets  bound* 
io  the  number  of  most  animals ;  and  want  of 
iood,  to  that  of  others. 

Were  not  herrings  destroyed  by  men  and  by 
t£gh,  or  by  birds^  they  would  so^n  cover  the 
whole  surface  of  the  ocean.  The  violent  death 
would  be  deferred^  not  prevented.  They  would 
perish  by  their  numbers,  by  famine,  and  per^ 
haps  by  contagion.  With  respect  to  other 
-animals,  the  same  consequences,  in  unequal 
spaces  of  time,  would  necessarily  follow;  and 
that  one  should  live  upon  another  seems  evidently 
the  law  of  nature.  « 

The  number  of  herrings  taken  annually  by 
the  Swedes  alone  were  estimated  at  seven  hun- 
dred and  twenty  millions^  two  thirds  of  which 
were  used  for  producing  oil.  The  Yarmouth 
fishery,  in  a  good  season^  produces  one  hundred 
and  forty  millions.  Herrings  vme  the  prey  of 
almost  every  sea  fish^  and  of  almost  every  sea 
bird.  The  gull  and  the  gannct  indicate  to 
fishermen  where  to  cast  their  nets.  When  their 
flight  is  high,  it  is  a  mark  that  the  fish  is  low  iu 
the  water ;  when  low,  that  it  is  near  the  surface. 
In  the  heat  of  the  day  the  herrings  are  invariably 
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partial  to  the  deep  waters^  and  are  losi  sight  of 
by  the  sea  fowl.* 

The  methods  of  catching  the  fish  aqd  of 
curing  them'  are  different  in  different  countries. 
I  shall  confine  my  attention  to  the  customs  of 
the  Isle  of  Man. 

Between  four  and  fire  hundred  fishing  hoat^, 
of  usually  about  sixteen  tons  burden  each,  and 
not  decked^  compose  the  Manks  fleet.  The 
season  commences  in  July,  and  ends,  with  Sep^ 
temher.  In  the  evening,  the  vessels  leave  the 
harbours,  and  return  with  the  fruits  of  the 
voyage  oil  the  ensuing  morning.  The  prayer, 
or  the  affectation  of  it,  on  leaving  the  harbour 
fs  fallen  into  disuse.  Of  many  boats,  which  left 
Port  Erin  the  evening  I  was  there,  and  on  one 
of  which  I  was  aboard  going  to  tbe  Calf,  the 
practice  was  not  observed  by  any.  Another 
custom  still  prevails,  that  of  not  leaving  shore 
on  Saturday  or  Sunday  evening.  Many  yeaf^ 
or  centuries  ago,  the  history  of  which  we  know 
only  by  tradition;  Saturday  only  was  excepted, 
and  the  vessels  used  to  leave  the  harbour,  with 
the  setting  sun,  on  the  following  day.  A 
tremendous  gale,  accompanied  by  thunder  and 
*  *  Blochv' 
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lightning,  the  signal  of  divine  vengeance^  dis- 
persed the  vessels  on  a  Sunday  night.  The 
greater  part  vi^ere  buried  in  the  waves :  the  re- 
mainder took  shelter  in  the  recess  of  an  impend- 
ing cliffy  and  before  morning  vi^ere  crushed  to 
pieces  by  its  fall.  The  dread  of  a  similar  fate  is 
xufBciently  strong  among  the  seamen  to  prevent 
a  repetition  of  the  practice. 

The  nets  are  buoyed  up  by  inflated  bags  of 
dogskin^  and  the  fish  are  caught  chiefly  by  the 
gills.  To  be  able  to  bring  to  shore  from  ten  to 
twenty  thousand  herrings  is  considered  a  good 
night's  work  for  each  boat.  After  a  successful 
voyage^  the  fishermen  get  so  intoxicated^  that 
the  ensuing  nighty  however  favourable^  is  usually 
lost.  The  produce  is  divided  into  three  more 
shares  than  the  number  of  fishermen.  Every 
fisherman  is  entitled  to  one  share  :  the  owner  of 
the  boat  to  two  shares^  and  the  owner  of  the 
nets  to  one.  ""Frequently  the  nets  belong  to 
some  of  the  boatmen^  and  occasionally  the  boat. 
.Two  seamen  and  four  countrymen  are  the  num- 
ber usually  employed.  From  two  to  three 
thousand  of  the  latter  annually  quit  their  inland 
habitations  for  the  sea-ports>  for  the  three  or 
four  summer  or  autumnal  months.     They  leavi^ 
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their  wives  to  tura  the  soil^  to  reap^  to  thresh^ 
and  dig  potatoes ;  and  having  reserved  a  consi- 
derable number  of  herrings  for  the  jear's  con- 
sumption, feast  and  get  drunk  with  the  produce 
of  the  remainder. 

Many  of  the  Irish^  when  the  butter  does  not 
appear  in  due  time  upon  the  churning  of  the 
cream^  ascribe  their  ill  success  to  the  machina- 
tions of  some  evil-minded  witch.  The  Manks 
fishermen,  who  unfortunately  return  with  a 
boat  unladen,  ascribe  their>  to  the  same  cause. 
^  To  dispel  the  charm,  they  set  fire  to  a  bundle 
of  dry  heath,  or  furze^  in  the  middle  of  the 
boat.  They  light  by  the  flames  whisps  of  the 
same  material^  and  apply  them  io  every  part 
of  the  interior  of  the  vessel. 

By  boys  and  girls  the  herrings  are  conveyed 
in  baskets  from  the  boats. 

The  first  operation  is  to  make  in  opening 
with  the  knife,  and  clear  away  the  intestine,  if 
the  fiish  be  designed  for  a  warm  climatei ;  if  not, 
it  is  frequently  dispensed  with.  In  this  country 
they  serve  only  to  enrich  the  land,  or  feed  the 
gulls ;  but  in  Sweden  they  are  boiled  for  oil. 

Those  designed  for  red  herrings  are  piled  up 
with  a  layer  of  salt  between  each  row,  and  thus 
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left  for  two  or  three  days.  Thej  are  then  wash* 
ed,  are  hung  by  the  mouth  upon  small  rods, 
and  placed  in  extensive  houses  built  for .  the 
purpose;  sometimes  so  large  as  ninety  feet  by 
sixty,  and  from  fifteen  to  thirty  feet  high.  The 
length  is  divided  into  several  apartments,  and 
here  the  rods  are  arranged  in  rows,  almost  close 
together  from  the  roof  of  the  house  to  within 
eight  feet  of  the  floor.  Underneath  are  kindled 
many  fires  of  dry  wood  and  roots  of  trees,  which, 
for  three,  four,  or  five  weeks  are  kept  constantly 
burning.  When  sufficiently  dry  and  sufficiently 
smoked,  they  are,  in  great  regularity,  put  up  in 
barrels. 

For  white  herrings  he  process  is  much  more 
expeditious,  and  is  usually  performed  on  board 
of  vessels  lying  in  the  harbour.  The  fish  are  by 
the  women  rubbed  well  with  salt,  and  left  in 
heaps  till  the  following  morning.  They  are  then 
in  equal  regularity  packed  in  barrels,  with  a 
layer  of  salt  between  each  row. 

Much  of  the  excellence  of  a  herring  is  thought 
to  depend  upon  its  being  salted  immediately  after 
its  being  caught.  The  Dutch,  and  the  Scotch 
imitating  them,  have  adopted  the  practice  of 
salting  their  fish  on  board  the  fishing  vessels,  and 
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of  throwing  overboard^  at  sun-rise^  all  that  are 
remaining  fresh. 

The  number  of  herrings  annually  cured  in 
this  country  is  sul^'ect  to  considerable  variation. 
The  average  may^  probably^  be  between  eight 
and  ten  millions^  being  some  years  double  this 
quantity,  and  some  years  only  half  In  the 
years  1787^  8,  9^  and  90^  twenty-nine  millions 
were  exported.  The  present  price  of  fresh  her* 
rings  varies  from  12^.  6d.  to  20^.  per  maze  of 
thirty  score.  On  the  iSth  July  1667^  they  were 
so  abundant  as  to  be  sold  at  6d.  per  maze. 

Formerly  prsmia  were  given  to  the  owners 
of  the  most  successful  boats  ;  and  certain  boun- 
ties upon  all  that  were  exported  to  foreign  lands; 
but  both  are  discontinued. 

The  gobback^  or  dog-fish^  preys  upon  her- 
rings^ and  Js  often  taken  with  them^  rendering 
great  damage  to  the  nets.  It  abounds  in  oil 
which  may  be  profitably  extracted*  Of  the 
voracious  animal  itself  many  of  the  lower  orders 
of  people  are  extremely  fond^  and  account  it  a 
rich  delicacy. 
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The  Arms  of  Alan.  Manks  Fencibles.   Religion. 

±  HE  old  Arms  of  Man  were  a  ship  with  the 
sails  furled^  and  the  niotto^  '^  Rex  Manni»  et 
Insularum/'  At  the  Scottish  conquest  they 
were  changed  to  three  l^s^  uniting  at  the  upper 
part  of  the  thigh,  and  clothed  and  spurred,  with 
the  motto,  ''  Stabit  quocunque  jcceris."  They 
resemble  the  ancient  arms  of  Sicily,  except  in 
the  covering  and-  spurs,  of  which  those  were 
destitute. 

In  former  times  every  man  capable  of  bearing 
arms  was  liable  to  be  summoned  by  the  lord,  and 
obliged  to  serve  in  his  militia.  At  present,  the 
military  establishment  of  the  island  consists  of  a 
regiment  of  fencibles,  the  individuals  of  which 
are  inlisted  voluntarily.  The  duty  of  an  officer, 
or  a  soldier,  is  not  considered  incompatible  with 
ira.^e.  The  service  is  easy;  and  vacancies  are 
readily  £Iled  up  by  the  bounty  of  three  guineas 
to  a  recruit.  Iheir  pay  is  the  same  as  that  of 
Luglibh  regiments. 


Religictcs  Establishment  of  the  Island.     85 

Formidable  as  the  island  used  to  be  in  its. 
ofiensiye  operations^  it  does  not  now  possess  any 
naYal  establishment.     A   press-gang  is  usually 
stationed  at  Douglas  to  pick  up  seamen  as  they 
arrive. 

The  religion  of  the  island  is  the  established 
oae  of  Britain.  All  sects  are  tolerated;  but  no 
marriage  is  legale  unless  the  ceremony  be  per* 
formed  according  to  the  custom  of  the  Protestant 
Church. 

The  care  of  the  church  devolves  upon  the 
bishop,  the  arch  deacon^  the  two  vicars-general^ 
and  the  episcopal  registrar. 

The  act  of  revestment  reserves  in  the  Athol 
family  all  its  former  ecclesiastical  patronage. 
The  bishop,  having  been  nominated  by  the 
Duke  of  Athol^  and  received  his  Majesty's  ap- 
probation, is  consecrated  by  the  Archbishop  of 
York.  He  enjoys  all  the  pre-eminences  and 
spiritual  rights  of  other  bishops;  but,  his  see 
not  being  a  barony,  has  no  vote  in  the  British 
house  of  peers.  He  has  however,  I  suppose  by 
courtesy,  a  seat  in  the  ^  house  above  the  bar. 
The  arms  of  the  bishopric  are,  on  three  ascents, 
the  Virgin  Mary,  her  arms  extended  between 
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two  pillars ;  on  the  dexter^  a  church ;  in  baie^ 
the  ancient  arms  of  Man.  The  bishop's  domain 
is  between  three  and  four  hundred  acres;  and 
the  revenue  of  the  see  is  supposed  to  be  between 
twehe  and  fifteen  hundred  pounds  a-year. 

The  bishopric  of  Sodor  was  first  instituted  bj 
Pope  Gregory  the  Fourth  in  the  ninth  century  *. 
It  was  erected  in  Sodor ;  a  little  village  in  the 
isle  of  lona^  or  St.  Columbus  Isle^  corruptly 
called  Colmkill^  a  small  island  of  the  Hebrides, 
being  only  two  miles  long  and  one  broad.  Dr. 
Johnson  says  of  it^  '^  This  island^  which  was 
once  the  metropolis  of  learning  and  piety,  has 
now  no  school  for  education^  nor  temple  for 
worship ;  out  of  three  hundred  inhabitants,  only 
two  that  can  speak  English,  and  not  one  that 
can  read  or  write/*  The  title  of  Sodor  the 
bishops  of  the  western  isles  possessed  solely,  un* 
til  the  year  1098,  when  King  Magnus,  of  Nor- 
way, conquering  these  islands,  and  the  Isle  of 
Man,  united  the  two  bishoprics  of  Sodor  and 
Man ;  which  continued  so  united  till  the  Eng- 
lish were  possessed  of  the  Isle  of  Man  in  1333. 
Though,  from  this  time,   the  Bishop  of  Man 

*  Camden. 
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bad  no  claim  to  the  bishopric  of  Sodor^  the  title 
is  continued  to  the  present  day. 

Beatson  conjectures^  that  the  word  Sodor  is 
a  corruption  of  rarc^  (our  Sayiour)^  to  whom  the 
cathedral  of  lona  was  dedicated ;  while  others 
imagine,  that  it  is  a  corruption  of  Suder  (south- 
ern) ;  the  Norwegians  being  accustomed  to  call 
the  most  northern  Hebrides  Nordereys  ;  and  the 
southern^  of  which  lona  is  one,  Sudereys.  All 
the  last  mentioned  islands  were  iii  the  diocese  of 
the  Bishop  of  Sodor. 

The  derivations,  already  giyen,  relate  to  lona 
or  the  southern  Hebrides :  but  a  charter  is  still 
extant,  dated  1505^  wherein  Thomas,  Earl  of 
Derby  and  Lord*  of  Man,  confirms  to  Huam 
Hesketh,  bishop  thereof,  all  the  lands  usually 
pertaining  to  the  Bishoprick :  and  this  charter 
would  induce  us  to  believe  that  the  word  Sodor 
was  derived  from  the  little  island  contiguous  to 
Peel,  on  which  is  placed  the  cathedral  of  Man. 
It  runs  thus:  '^  Ecclesiam  catbedralem  Sancti 
Germani  im  Holm,  Sodor,  vel  Pele  vocatam, 
ecclesiamque  Sancti  Patricii  ibidem  et  locum 
prsefatum  in  quo  ecclesias  praefatas  sitas  sunt." 

In  most  of  the  parishes  of  Man,  the  service  is 
read  on  alternate  Sundays  in  the  Manks  ^nd  in 
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the  English  language.  Immediately  after  the 
words  in  the  Htan j,  '^  preserve  to  us  the  kindly 
fruits  of  the  earth/'  are  irery  properly  added 
these,  ^'  restore  and  continue  to  us  the  blesftiags 
of  the  sea." 

The  ceremony  of  a  funeral  is  similar  to  that 
practised  in  the  north  of  England.  The  bellman 
goes  about  the  streets  ihyiting  all  persons  to  at* 
.  tend.  The  solitary  bell  at  the  top  of  the  church 
is  rather  rung  than  tolled.  A  little  way  from  the 
church-yard^  the  attendants  of  the  corpse,  with 
their  hats  off,  commence  a  psalm  which  they 
terminate  when  met  by  the  clergyman  at  the 
gateway.  The  coffins  of  the  poor  people  are 
made  of  stained  deal,  and  the  mourners  are  not 
clad  in  mourning. 

Westley,  with  sOme  associates,  visited  the 
island  in  1777,  and  writes  thus  respecting  it: 
^'  We  have  had  no  such  circuit,  either  in  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  or  Ireland :  this  island  is  shut  up 
from  the  world :  there  are  no  disputers,  no  disr 
senters  of  any  kind.  The  governw,  bishop, 
clergy,  oppose  not.  They  did  for  a  season,  but 
they  grew  better  acquainted  with  us."  In  the 
year  1797,  William  Savary,  a  Quaker  of  Phila- 
delphia, t^ith  ■  ■    ■       Faitel,  of  Idverpool,  and 
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two  other  companions  of  the  same  persuasion, 
paid  a  visit  to  the  island.  They  travelled  much 
about  it;  preached  to  the  people  as  opportunity 
offered;  and  vfexe  ireated  v^ith  great  attention 
and  respect.  The  two  former  had  made  the 
tour  of  the  greater  part  of  Europe  in  the  service 
of  their  master^  Jesus  Christ.  They  remarked, 
that  in  Man  and  at  Berlin  they  had  observed 
more  than  usual  marks  of  religion  among  the 
people.  Methodism  is  much  more  likely  than 
Quakerism  to  attract  the  vulgar.  Of  the  form^ 
sect  are^  at  least>  a  tenth  part  of  the  inhabitants: 
of  tiie  latter,  though  there  were  a  few  in  Bishop 
Wilson's  time,  there  ii  not  any  at  present. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

On  the  Character,  MannerSy  and  Customs  of 
the  Inhabitants.  Language.  Attractions  of 
the  Island. 

JL  HE  Manks  are  reckoned  to  be  naturally  of 
an  indolent  and  credulous,  often  of  a  supersti^ 
tious,  and  gloomy  disposition.  I  do'  not  know 
of  any  one  that  has  rendered  himself  eminent 
by  a  great  proficiency,  or  useful  discovery  in 
the  arts  or  sciences/  by  fire  of  genius  or  profun- 
dity of  learning.  Characters  endowed  with 
piety,  benevolence,  and  other  virtues,  in  ge- 
neral, I  trust,  less  remarkable,  have  not  been 
rare.  I  wou^ld  particularize  several,  were  I  not 
afraid  of  omitting  others  of  perhaps  equal  merit. 
Some  of  the  women  of  the  higher  classes  are 
well  informed  and  accomplished :  most  of  the 
lower  classes,  civil  and  industrious.  To  these 
may  be  applied  the  character  which  one  of  the 
author's  of  King's  Cheshire  gives  to  the  women 
of  that  country  :  they  are  usually,  says  he,  very 
prolific  after  marriage,  and.  sometimes  before. 
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An  honest  and  industrious  servant  girl  is  not  ru- 
ined bj  becoming  a  mother^  though  for  the  sake 
of  decency  her  place  is  lost.  To  this  laxity  of 
morals  is  attributed  the  absence,  even  in  Doug- 
las, of  those  women  which  so  frequently  swarm 
in  towns.  I  was  informed  that  their  trade  had 
been  tried,  but  found  not  to  answer.  The  ser- 
Tants  of  Man  are  more  dirty  and  untidy  than  the 
English,  but  less  so  than  the  Scotch  or  Irish. 

The  people  are  attached  to  their  native  vales 
and  mouncains,  to  their  ancient  customs,  and 
their  laws.  They  considered  themselves  inde- 
pendent of  the  English  iiation,  and  were  greatly 
affected  by  the  sale  of  the  island  which  they 
thought  would  blend  the  countries.  Though 
few  the  enjoyments  of  the  lower  orders,  tlieir 
cares  are  also  few.  Over  a  jug  of  ale  their  trou- 
bles are  frequently  forgotten ;  and,  when  again 
remembered,  are  expected  to  terminate  with 
the  next  fishing  season.  The  cheapness  of  law 
encourages  strife:  many  a  quarrel,  which  in 
England,  would  be  amicably  adjusted,  is  here 
brought  into  court.  Rancour,  when  long  in- 
dulged, it  is  not  easy  to  eradicate. 

Insanity  among  the  natives  is  reckoned  rather 
pommon  :  it  is  usually  of  a  melancholy,   not  of 
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«  violent  description.  Persons,  afflicted  y^iih 
this  calamity,  if  not  kept  at  home  by  tbeir  friends, 
are  permitted  to  roam  at  large. 

The  middle  and  higher  ranks  mix  too  much 
"with  the  English  to  retain  any  peculiar  charac- 
teristic of  their  native  country.  The  chief  trade 
and  much  of  the  farming  business  is  carried  on  by 
strangers.  Civilization  is  little,  if  at  all,  behind 
the  remoter  parts  of  England.  An  anonymous 
writer  of  «he  last  century  says,  that  knives  and 
forks  were  scarcely  known  here;  that  when  a 
person  gave  a  dinner,  the  appendage  was  a  few 
butchers  knives  for  cr-i'vers ;  that  their  thumbs 
and  fingers  and  their  teeth  were  the  only  imple- 
ments allotted  to  the  guests.  He  was  either  mis- 
informed himself  or  attempted  to  mislead  his 
readers. 

The  people  are  hospitably  and  charitably  dis- 
posed. One  of  their  proverbs  is,  "  When  one 
poor  man  relieves  another  God  himself  laughs 
•for  joy/'  Poor's  rates  and  most  other  parochial 
rates  are  things  unknown ;  and  there  is  not  in 
the  whole  island  either  hospital,  workhouse,  or 
house  of  correction.  A  collection  is  made  after 
iie  morning  service  of  every  Sunday  for  the  re- 
lief of  such  poor  of  the  parish  as  are  thought  de- 
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•cnfiiigof  cbarity.  The  donation  is  optioaal; 
but  it  is  usual  fdr  every  one  to  give  something. 
Beggars  are  little  encouraged  and  rarely  met 
with.  The  want  of  poor's  rates  and  workhouses 
is  foy  some  thought  a  disadvantage ;  while  others. 
Judging  by  their  effect  in  England,  and  reason^ 
ing  upon  general  principles,  imagine  that, 
while  they  are  a  tax  upoA  the  higher  and  middle 
classes,  they  are  rather  detrimental  than  benefi- 
cial to  the  industrious  poor,  and  consequently 
prejudicial  to  a  nation. 

In  every  parish  is  at  least  one  charity  school, 
and  often  a  small  library..  These  were '  founded 
by  Bishops  Barrow  and  Wilson,  are  supported 
by  voluntary  contributions,  and  many  of  them 
have  funds  arising  from  legacies  and  donations. 

The  inhabitants  have  nothing  peculiar  in 
their  dress ;  sandals  or  kerranes  being  now  sel- 
dom seen.  Blue  cloaks  are  more  common  here 
than  red  ones  in  London  or  Dublin.  The  market 
baskets  and  panniers  are  made  of  straw-bands, 
crossing  ^ach  other  at  right  angles,  usually  from 
two  to  four  inches  apart,  in  a  manner  not  un- 
like that  before  described  for  fastening  down  a 
thatch.  The  common  dress  of  stransrers  is  a 
sailor's  jacket  and  trowsers  bf  fine  blue  cloth. 

■     5 
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It  is  termed  the  Manks'  livery;  but  when  or 
whence  this  fashion  arose,  I  have  not  been  in- 
formed. 

The  language  of  Man  is  naturally  Erse;  and 
many  of  the  country  people  do  not  understand 
a  word  of  English.  I  subjoin  as  a  specimen  a 
translation  of  the  Lord's  prayer  from  the  Manks' 
prayer  book:* 

"  Ayr  ain  t*ayns  niau,  casheric  dy  row  dt'  en- 
nym^  dy  jig  dty  reeriaght,  dty  aigney  dy  row 
jeant  ev  y  thalloo  myr  t'yh  ayns  niau ;  cur  dooin 
nyn  arran  jiu  as  gagh-laa^  as  leigh  dooin  nyn 
loghtyn^  myr  ta  shin  leigh  daues  yn  ta  jannoo 
loghtyn^nyn  'oi.  As  ny  lecid  shin  ayns  miolagh^ 
agh  livrey  shin  veigh  oik.  Son  Chiat's  yn  ree- 
riaght,  as  yn  phooar,  as  yn  ghloyr^  son  dy 
bragh  as  dy  bragh.     Amen.'' 

For  the  infounation  or  rather  amusement  of 
the  reader,  I  shall  here  insert  an  extract  of  a 
letter  written  to  Camden,  at  the  time  that  he 
was  composing  his  Britannia,  by  John  Meryk, 
Bishop  of  the  Isle. 

''  This  island  not  only  supplies  its  own  wants^ 
but  exports  many  cattle  and  fish,  and  much 
corn.  The  abundance  of  its  produce  is  to  be 
ascribed  rather  to  the  pains  and  industry  of  the 
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natives  than  to  the  goodness  of  the  soiL  The 
happy  state  of  the  country  is  chiefly  owing  to 
the  government  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  who^  at 
his  own  expence,  defends  it  with  a  body  of  re- 
gular troops,  and  lays  out  upon  it  the  greatest 
part  of  his  revenue.  All  causes  between  man 
and  man  are  decided,  without  either  expense 
or  writing,  by  certain  judges  whom  they  choose 
among,  themselves,  and  call  deemsters.  One  of 
these  takes  up  a  stone,  and  having  marked  it, 
gives  it  to  the  plaintifl^  as  his  authority  for  sum- 
moning the  witnesses  and  the  defendant  Should 
the  cause  be  difficult  or  of  great  consequence, 
it  is  referred  to  the  hearing  of  twelve  men,  whom 
they  call  the  keys  of  the  island.  They  have 
also  coroners^  whom  they  call  annoSf  and  who 
execute  the  office  of  sheriff.  The  ecclesiastical 
judge  hears  and  determines  causes  within  eight 
days  from  the  citation,  and  the  parties  must 
abide  by  his  sentence  or  go  to  jaol.  Their  lan- 
guage is  peculiar ;  so  likewise  are  their  laws  and 
money ;  these  bearing  signs  of  a  distinct  sove- 
reignty. The  ecclesiastical  laws  in  force  here, 
next  after  the  canon  law,  come  nearest  to  the 
civil.  No  fees  are  taken  by  the  judge  or  the 
clerks  of  the  court.     The  reports  of  the  witch- 
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craft  of  the  people  are  virithout  foundation.  The 
richer  ranks  imitate^  in  their  manners  and  splen- 
did livings  the  gentry  of  Lancashire.  The  wo- 
men never  stir  abroad^  except  with  their  wind- 
ing sheets  about  them^  to  keep  them  in  mind 
of  their  mortality.  A  woman^  having  been 
tried^  and  received  sentence  of  death,  is  sewed 
up  in  a  sack,  and  thrown  from  a  rock  into  the 
sea.  Stealing  and  begging  are  practices  uni- 
versally detested.  The  people  arc  wonderfully 
religious  and  zealously  conformable  to  the 
Church  of£ogland.  They  abhor  the  civil  and 
ecclesiastical  dissensions  of  the  neighbouring 
countries ;  and  as  the  whole  isle  is  divided  into 
two  parts,  south  and  north,  so  the  inhabitants 
of  the  one  speak  like  Scots ;  and  those  of  the 
other  like  the  Irish." 

It  appears  that  the  Bishop  mistook  for  wind- 
ing sheets,  the  blankets  which  the  women  wore 
as  cloaks  to  defend  themselves  from  the  incle- 
meucies  of  the  weather ;  and  that  he  fancied  in 
the  language  of  the  southern  and  the  northern 
part  a  much  greater  dilference  of  dialect  than 
actually  existed.  Blankets  were  so  much  in  use 
that  the  women  had  two  each,  one  for  daily,  the 
other  for  Sunday  wear,  as  we  learn  by  the  statute 
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book.*  The  number  of  the  keyg  wad  never  sd 
low  as  twelve ;  bnt  Chaloner  sajrs^  that  it  was 
the  custom  in  his  time  to  select  twelve  from, 
this  house  to  decide  appeals  from  inferior  courts; 
and  it  probably  extended  to  all  matters  not  le-» 
l^slative.  ' 

The  Isle  of  Man  is  a  place  of  considerable 
resort  for  strangers^  and  is  become  so  chiefly 
or  altogether  upon  two  accounts.  The  first  is> 
that  it  is  a  place  privileged  by  law  from  aII 
debts  not  contracted  here ;  and  from  debts 
contracted  here,  if  not  with  the  inhabitants 
as  far  as  respects  the  person  and  money  of  the 
debtor^  but  not  his  goods.-  The  subject  will 
be  further  noticed  in  the  Second  Book.  The 
island  is  so  much  the  resort  of  persons  of  this 
description^  that  a  man>  on  his  arrival,  is,  ipso- 
facto,  immediately  suspected  of  coming  hither 
to  avoid  his  creditors.  A  poem  by  a  Manksman 
has  the  two  following  couplets : 

**  Let  not  the  peaceful  stranger  hope  to  find 
An  Eden  here,  and  saints  of  human  kind : 
No  sooner  is  he  landed  on  the  quay. 
Than  vigilant  detraction  grasps  her  prey,^' 

The  second  reason  is,  that  a  family  may  livtfj 
•  See  ths  law  relative  to  corbs* 
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specially  in  the  country^  and  more  partieiriarly 
at  the  northern  part^  at  a  very  small  expense. 
To  elucidate  this  subject  it  may  be  proper  to 
mention  a  few  examples  of  expenditure.  At 
Douglas^  where  the  price  of  articles,  owing 
to  the  influx  of  strangers^  has  doubled  within 
the  last  ten  years,  yeal  or  mutto»  is  sold  at  %d. 
or  7  J  per  pound,  beef  at  6^.,  and  pork,  by  the 
side,  at  S^^ ;  fresh  butter  from  9  J  to  1/.;  <^s  from 
4(/.  to8if.  per  dozen,  being  accounted  dear  when 
exceeding  Qd.\  and  fowls  from  U.  Qd,  to  8^.  pCT 
couple;  port  wine,yery  good,  at  iU.  per  dozen; 
brandy  at  1  Is.  &d.  per  gallon;  hoUands  at  1 1^.  6d.; 
turn  from  6^.  to  8^.  Gd,;  tea  from  4^.  to  6^.  per 
pound ;  refined  sugar  from  9^.  upwards,  and 
salt  at  9s.  per  cwt.  In  the  northern  part  of  the 
island,  and  about  Ramsey,  meat  is  generally  from 
Id.  to  9d.  per  pound  lower ;  eggs  are  frequently 
sold  as  low  as  four,  and  till  within  these  few  years 
as  six  or  eight  for  Id.;  butter  at  6d.  per  pound, 
which,  on  account  of  the  little  demand  for  it, 
iiS  usually  salted,  put  into  earthenware  pans 
called  crocks,  and,  at  convenient  times^  sent  to 
Douglas.  Being  one  day  at  Ramsey,  a  woman, 
with  a  couple  of  ducks,  came  to  the  inn  where 
I  was.     She  asked  sixteen  pence  for  them ;  the 
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landlady  bid  her  eight  pence>  utying^  that  four 
)mnce  a  duck  was  theif  full  iralue.  Whethei^ 
Buy  bargain  was  made  I  did  not  hear.  At  Cas-» 
^  tletAWD>  the  price  of  protisiotis  is  abotit  mid"* 
way  between  Douglas  and  Ramsey.  Foreign 
goods  in  general  are  of  course  somewhat  cheapen 
at  Dot^las  than  elsewherci  It  is  generally 
acknowledged  that  the  price  of  house^rent^ 
ofland^  and  of  provisions^  has  doubled  within 
the  last  fourteen  years.  I  was  informed  thatj 
half  a  )centtiry  ago,  a  gentleman  might  keep  his 
carriage  and  live  sumptuously  for  ^100  pef' 
annum^ 

In  tilie  north  of  England  and  some  parts  of 
Ireland  many  provisions  are  cheaper  than  they 
are  here;  but  for  wines,  spirits,  salt>  eggs^  and 
some  other  Bxii^\p^,  Man  has  greatly  the'  pre-* 
ference.  The  chief  advantage  however,  and  a 
very  great  one  too>  which  this  island  possesses^ 
is,  that  no  tax-gatherers  dun  the  ears  of  the  in-* 
habitant,  that  no  commissioners  can  scrutinize 
his  books,  examine  into  the  state  of  his  income^ 
and  finally,  and  without  appeal,  levy  a  contri^ 
bution  according  to  their  discretion  and  his  good 
behaviour.* 

*  The  income  tax  is  just  in  principle ;  but  oumot  h^. 
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To  support  life  is  a  men  animal  propensitj. 
No  cultivated  mind^  which  has  once  tasted  the 
pleasures  of  society^  would  willingly  relinquish 
them  foe  the  Gonyersation  of  the  peasant  and 
the  farmer^  however  desirable  in  other  respects 
Ihe  residence  might  be.  Hence  it  happens  that 
thinly  inhabited  islands  slowly  increase  their  po- 
pulation; and  that  so  many  Europeans  havo- 
repented  of  their  emigration  to  the  interior  set- 
tlements of  America^  Against  a  sojournment 
in  the  Isle  of  Man  no  such  rieasons  any  longer 
exist..  If  it  cannot  boast  of  the  deep  learning 
of  many  of  its  inhabitants^  it  justly  may  of  the 
usually  more  desirable  qualificationa  of  soeiabi* 
lity, '  politeness^  easy  convermtion^  and  general 
knowledge* 

TheattrapctioM  of  the  island  j^pear  sufficient 
to  occasion  a  continual  influx  of  strangers..  The- 
worst  characters  will  probably  introduce  the 
most  wealth.  Having  no  money  which  they 
can  honestly  call  their  own^  they  will  be  prodigal 
of  that  which  they  have  iniquitously  acquired- 

fiurly  collected.  It  is  tbe  most  arbitrary  of  all  our  taxes,  np* 
pfMching,  IB  this  respect,  the  aatare  of  a  poll-tax,  and  con* 
sequently  is  the  most  disliked.  Its  produce  is  so  great  and 
the  expenditure  of  England  so  great,  that  to  abolish  it  now 
wttuld  be  impracticable^ 
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They  will  build  and  plant,  aatf  ^^¥Ourt(^!n- 
Produce  into  -  the  prisod  f cone  jeperjr  i^^^i[)Jt&. 
luxury  and  camfort  <Jn  its  being  the  coittinud 
resort  of  strangers  depends,  and  I  think  may 
safely  depend^  the  increasing  iprosperity  of  this 
^oountry. 

Having  now  finished  the  general  account  cTf 
the  island,     I  beg  the  reader  to  accompany  me 
from  Douglas,   on  a  tour  to  Balasalla,  Castle- 
town,  the  Calf  of  Man,    Peel,    Kirk  Michad, 
Kamsey,  and  thence  through  Laxey  to  Douglas. 
I  must,  on  setting  out,  request  him  not  to  expect 
ioo  much.      The  country  has   many  extensii;^ 
and  some  romantic  views  to  boast  of,  but  is  al- 
together  without  such  gentlemen's  seats  as,  in 
England,  would  claim  the  *travellei"s  attention. 
There  are  few  which  deserve  an  higher  epithet 
Ihan  that  of  pretty ;    and  the  owner   would  be 
greatly  surprized,    if  asked  by  the  stranger  to 
.shew  the  interior  of  his  mansion.     Plantations 
and  shrubberies  are  sometin^s  seen  to  flourish 
^ith  great  luxuriance:    but  no  park-scenery  is 
yet  visible.     The  churches  have  not  any  pecu- 
liar characteristic.      The  altar  and  the  -saloon 
are  little  decorated  by  the  artistfs  skill. 
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nTh^relkypfiaitJ^^  They 

.i!S^\i^ii^:W^  anddeUcbediDMses 

df  the  supposed  temples  or  altars  of  the  EHiitds, 
most  of  wfaiah  would  be  passed  almost  unnotieed 
on  Salisbury  plain,  or  in  many  parts  of  North 
Wales]  and  stones  or  crosses,  with  Runic  cha^ 
jracters  on  the  edge,  to  be  read  from  the  bottom 
upwards^  supposed  to  be  erected  by  the  Danes^, 
during  their  residence  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  and 
ytfter  their  conversion  to  the  Christian  faith  iQ 
the  tenth  or  eleteath  ceatury.  In  ihe*Calf  of 
Man  have  been  found,  buried,  ancient  braas 
daggers,  and  other  weapons^  in  a  few  instancei 
partly  of  pure  gpld- 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

Douglas^ 

l^OUGLAS  derives  its  name  from  the- juncr 
iion^  a  little  above  the  town,  of  two  rivers^  the 
Duff  atid  the  Glass^  the  veaiers  of  which  meet 
4he  sea  at  Douglas  bay.  Of  the  antiquity  of  the 
four  towns  I  can  say  little;  we  have  no  historical 
recount  of  tlieir  or^in ;  and  in  the  times^  the 
Iransactions  of  which  are  recorded  in  ihe  Chrcv 
nicle  of  Man«  all  appear  to  have  existed^  though 
Ibe  first  mentioned  are  those  of  Rushen  and  of 
fiamseyr  Of  Aheir  prosperity  and  magnitude 
we  are  nearly  as  ignorant^  and  can  judge  of  these 
circumstanees  only  l»y  the  general  wealth  and 
population  of  the  country.  Douglas  contains 
upwards  of  five^  some  say,  six  thousand  inha- . 
bitants,  and  though  not  Ihe  capital,  is  supposed 
to  be  nearly  eqtial  in  size  to  Castletown,  or 
Rushen,  Peel^  and  Ramsey  put  t^ether.  Many 
of  the  houses  are  good,  but  none  costly.  The 
custom-house,  lately  the  residence  of  the  Duke, 
and  now  ^{  the  collector,  is  the  best  building* 
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The  streets  are  very  irregular,  and  in  some  places 
extremely  narrow.  I  had  the  curiosity  to  mea« 
sure  the  chief  street  opposite  the  projecting 
corner  of  a  house,  and  found  that  it  did  not  ex^ 
ceed  seven  feet,  its  average  width  being  twenty 
or  thirty,  but  without  a  pathway.  The  shape 
of  the  town  is  a  triangle,  the  longest  sides  ex- 
tending  from  the  bridge  at  the  upper  part  of  the 
harbour,  in  a  north-easterly  direction  towards 
the  coast ;  and  the  shortest  from  the  bridge  to 
the  pier.  On  the  opposite  side  of  the  harbour 
is  a  red*herring  house,  and  a  row  of  modern 
houses  of  very  good  appearance.  At  the  com* 
mencement  of  the  pier  are  a  court  of  justice  and 
temporary  prison,  the  latter  being  only  used  for 
securing  prisoners  till  their  removal  to  CmULt^ 
town.  Very  near  it^  to  the  eastward,  b  an  an<- 
cient  tower,  used  for  a  similar  purpose  till  this 
was  built,  a  wretched  dOngeon,  and  now  in 
ruins.  The  walls  are  completely  naked,  and  do 
not  form  a  pleasing  object.  The  pier,  constructed 
under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Stewart,  architect^ 
and  finished  nearly  ten  years  ago,  is  the  chief 
beauty  and  great  attraction  of  Douglas.  Its 
length  is  five  hundred  and  twenty  feet;  its 
br^ftdth  forty,  and  it  is  well  paved  with,  flag* 
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ston^.  At  the  distance  of  four  hundred  and 
fifty  feet^  it  suddenly  expands  fifty  feet  to  the 
right  This  broad  part  is  raised  three  or  four 
feet  above  the  other^  and  teraiinateB  in  a  semi- 
circle. In  the  middle  of  the  area  is  a  handsome 
and  very  useful  light-house.  The  whole  of  the 
building  cost  the  English  government  upwards 
of  2B,000/.  The  pier  is  the  promenade  of  the 
town,  and  in  fine  weather  crowded  with  genteel 
company.  Immediately  to  the  left  is  seen  a 
range  of  hills^  and  beyond  these  the  mountains 
ef  Peoypont  and  Snawfeh  Turning  towards 
the  east,  we  see  the  clifi*  of  Clayhead,  with  a 
spacious  intervening  bay ;  and,  to  the  right  of 
it,  a  long  extent  of  the  coast  of  Cumberland, 
crowned  with  distant  mountains,  delightful  ob- 
jects to  the  eye.  Still  turning  towards  the  right, 
nothing  but  the  ocean  is  visible,  till  we  discern, 
through  a  clear  horizon,  the  high  lands  of 
Wales.  The  view  is  now  obstquctcd  by  Douglas 
head.  From  the  pier,  directly  across  the  har- 
bour, is  an  elegant  castellated  mansion,  till  within 
these  few  years  the  residence  of  Mr.  Whkley, 
usually  called  Buck  Whaley.  Its  vicinity  to  the 
jsea  diminishes  the  verdure,  and  prevents  the 
^owth  of  trees  about  the  ground^. 
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The  btj  is  nearly  two  miles  acrMs;  it  hts 
^od  anchoring,. excepting  on  the  northern  side, 
and  is  sheltered  from  all  winds  but  the  east. 
Both  points  of  the  bay  are  rocky  and  dangerous; 
end  in  the  middle  lies  a  large  bed  of  rocks,  just 
covered  at  high  water. 

The  harbour  is  accounted  the  best  dry  one  in 
the  Irish  Channel,  and  admits  vessels  of  consi^ 
iderable  burden  to  come  at  high  water  close  to 
the  quay,  the  depth  at  spring  tides  beii^  from 
fifteen  to' twenty  feet. 

Northward  of  the  town  are  extensive  sands 
much  frequented  by  company  in  carriages,  on 
horse-back,  and  on  foot  The  water  of  the  bay' 
MS  SO  calm  and  transparent,  that  a  person^  standi 
ing  on  the  pier,  may  often,  even  at  high  water, 
distinctly  see  the  bottom.  In  the  most  stormy 
weather  the  bi^akers  rarely  exceed  the  height 
of  fift;een  inches.  These  circumstances  render 
the  bathing  particularly  safe  and  delightful  to 
ibe  ladies :  but  only  one  machine  is  yet  provided 
Ibr  the  use  of  the  company. 

The  market-place  is  small  and  destitute  of 
«hops  and  shambles.  It  is  usually  well  supplied 
i>y  the  neighbouring  farms ;  but,  on  a  rainy  day, 
it  is  sometimeis  impossible  to  purchase  either  a 
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pound  of  butfer>  a  thilling's-worth  of  e^s^  or 
a  kishon  of  potatoes;  and^  unless  these  are  by 
cbance  to  be  sold  in  the  town^  the  inhabitants 
are  obliged  to  wait  for  them  till  the  expiration  of 
another  week. 

Almost  every  article  of  necessity  or  convenf- 
ence  may  be  purchased  at  one  or  other  of  the 
shops.  There  is  only  one  person  here,  or,  I 
believe,  in  any  pvt  of  the  country,  who  sells 
books,  and  he  is  by  trade  a  bookbinder ;  and  only 
two  who  sell  stationary.  I  tried  in  vain  to  buy 
a  sheet  of  blotting  paper.  Wines  and  spirits 
are  retailed  by  grocers,,  bakers,  and  linen- 
drapers. 

Of  inns  in  this  town,  the  largest,  and,  I  be- 
lieve,  the  best,  was  the  Globe,  now  divided  into 
two.  There  are  also  the  Dnkc*s  Arms,  the 
Liverpool  Hotel,  the  Liverpool  Coffee-house,  and 
one  without  a  sign,  kept  by  Clague,  the  oldest 
of  all,  situated  between  the  market-place  and 
the  post*office.  There  are  several  boarding--^ 
houses,  one  of  the  best  of  which  is  kept  by 
Mrs.  Pratt,  of  Muckle's-j^ate.  There  is  no  want 
of  public  houses ;  their  usual  sign  in  the  towns 
is,  '*  Ale  sold  here  ;'*  and  in  country  places  an 
empty  barrel  by  the  door. 
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Some  jears  ago  a  theatre  was  built,  aud  plaj# 
were  acted  at  Douglas ;  but  even  for  a  few  weeks 
the  proprietor  did  not  meet  with  sufficient  en 
couragement,  and  tbey.ve  consequently  discon- 
tinued. An  assembly  CTcry  three  or  four  weeks 
is  the  only  public  amusement  of  the  inhabitants. 
They  are  fond  of' .visiting^  and  of  cards,  and,  ill^ 
natured  people  say,  of  scandal.. 

A  public  circulating  library  and  reading  room 
Jiave  been  lately  established,  and  are  a  great  ac« 
quisitlon  to  the  town.  They  have  commenced 
on  a  moderate  scale,  and  contain,  at  present,  a 
very  small,  but  well  chosen  collection  of  books. 
The  number  of  proprietors,  all  of  one  class, 
does  not  exceed  ninety.  The  ftinds  are  divided 
into  guinea  transferrable  shares,  every  share-holder 
paying  one  guinea  a  year  f^r  contingent  expenses 
and  the  improvement  of  the  library.  On  the 
arrival  of  every  packet^  the  room  is  crowded 
vith  subscribers,  flocking  thither  to  xead  the 
English  news.  On  other  occasions  it  is  little 
frequented,  and  the  conversation  is  always  more 
political  than  literary.  To  particularize  any 
might  appear  invidious  to  others ;  but  every  one 
will  be  pleased  with  the  urbanity  of  manner  and 
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general  knowledge  of  the  present  High  Bailiff^  a 
native  of  the  island. 

All  letters  for  the  Isle  of  Man  ave  thought 
from  Whitdiaven  to  Douglas  by  a  packet,  which 
ought  to  lea?e  that  port  every  Monday  night ; 
but  which^  owing  to  bad  weather  and  the  diffi* 
ciilty  of  getting  out  of  harboi;^  is  sometimes  in 
the  winter  season  for  two  or  three  weeks  de-^ 
layed.  It  remains  three  days  at  Donglas,  and 
then  returns.  It  contains  good  accommodations 
for  passengers;  but  not  superior  to  those  of  the 
Duke  and  of  the  Duchess  o£  Athol  trading  to 
I^verpool;  and  perhaps  not  equals  in  this  re- 
spect^ to  the  Chesterfield  packet  whicli  sails 
weekly  from  Liverpool  with  passengers  only. 
The  passage  from  Whitehaven  is  nine  shillings^ 
and  from  Liverpool  half-a^guinea.  The  letters 
are  sorted  from  the  post-office;  and  those  for 
Castle-town^  PeeU  and  Ramsey  are  forwarded  in 
the  order  of  their  names.  The  letter-carrier 
stops  one  day  at  Ramsey,  and  then  returns  by 
the  same  route  with  the  letters  for  England. 
£very  body  expecting  letters  applies  for  them  at 
the  post-office  ;  and  such  as  are  not  immediately 
sent  for  are  stuck  up  in  the  window,  ready  to  be 
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taken  down  and  deliyered  to  anj  one  who  clainf* 
them,  and  will  pay  the  postage. 
I  There  are  in  the  town  two  billiard  tables  for 
the  amu^ment  of  geitttemeO.  Ely  Shaw  is,  in 
the  same  house,  a  hilliard*table  keeper,  awool* 
ten  draper^  a  publiean,  and  he  keeps  a  post- 
chaiie  for  the  uae  of  travellers^  with  a  steadj 
and  civil  driver 

One  side  of  the  market-place  is  formed  bj  a 
chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Matthew^  which  claims 
no  particular  notice.  To  the  west  of  the  town^ 
on  rising  ground>  is  St.  George^s  chapel,  for  the 
building  of  which  a  subscription  was  made,  and 
the  funds  were  lodged  in  the  hands  of  Bishop 
Mason.  He  died  insolvent  not  long  afterwards, 
part  of  the  money  subscribed  being  thereby  lost^ 
and  some  of  the  artificers  remaining  to  this  day 
unpaid.  This  is,  I  think>  the  largest  place  of 
worship  upon  the  island:  the  inside  is  neat; 
and  the  voices  of  the  congregation  are  r^ulated 
by  an  organ.  The  pews  are  let  by  auction  to  the 
highest  bidder  for  the  term  of  seven  years.  On 
a  recent  occasion  the  high  sum  of  7/.  per  annum 
was  given  for  the  best  pews.  The  Dissenters 
exercise  their  devotion  at  a  Methodist  meeting* 
house  and  a  Scotch  kirk. 
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"  Nearly  a  mile  and  a  half  on  Hie  Peel  road^  in 
a  very  pleasant  valley  and  surrounded  by  trees^  is 
Kirk  Braddon,  the  parish  church  of  Douglas. 
Of  the  names  of  places^  Chaloner'»  etymologies^ 
for  .want  of  better^  I  shall  generally  follow. 
Braddon  is  supposed  to  be  a  corruption  of  the 
Manks  word  bradan,  signifying^  salmon;  this 
fish  during  we  season  being  formerly  very  plen« 
tiful  in  Douglas  bay;  and  the  name  of  the 
parish,  commonly  called  Kirk,  and  of  the  parish 
church  being  always  the  same.  The  building 
does  not  appear  ancient,  nor  has  it  any  thing^ 
remarkable  about  it,  excfept  a  large  church-yard 
literally  crammed  with  graves.  These,  for  the 
most  part,  have  either  a  blank  stone  at  the  head^ 
or  one  on  whi<^h  are  engraved  the  initials  or 
name  of  the  deceased.  They  are  little  orna* 
mented  with  productions  of  the  Tragic  Muse* 
At  the  upper  part  of  the  church*yard  is  a  lofty 
and  plain  monument  of  Arran  sand  stone,  erected 
to  the  memory  of  the  late  Lord  Henry  Murray, 
brother  to  the  Duke  of  Athol.  On  the  edge  of 
a  stone,  forming  a  stile,  is  a  Runic  inscription, 
thus  read  and  translated  by  Mr.  Beauford : 

''  Durlifr  nsaci  risti  crus  dono  Aftfiac  sunsin 
fnidur  sun  safrsag." 
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'^  For  Admiral  Durlif  this  cross  "WSls  etecied 
by  the  son  of  his  brother  (the  son  of)  Safrsag/' 

About  half  a  mile  north  of  Douglas  is  Mona 
castle^  a  modern  building  of  the  present  Duke, 
intended  for  his  future  residence.  This  is  a 
stately  edifice^  and  has  none  to  vie  with  it  upon 
the  island.  In  the  front  is  a  noble  ball-roon^ 
equal  in  height  to  two  stories  of  the  other  parts 
of  the  mansion.  It  is  at  present  bare  of  trees; 
and  how  far  the  young  plantations  are  likely  to 
flourish  seems  very  doubtful.  His  former  place 
of  abode  was  in  the  midst  of  some  territory, 
which  he  kept  in  his  own  hands,  called  Port-e- 
^hec^  one  mile  from  Douglas,  on  the  right-hand 
side  of  the  Peel  road,  valley  land,  and  appa-- 
rently  well  cultivated.  The  building  is  now 
occupied  by  the  tenant,  and  has  the  appearance 
of  a  good  farm-house.  Hence  he  removed  to 
the  custom-house,  a  house  which  he  had  pur- 
chased, soon  afler  the  sale  of  the  island,  for  300/. 
but  which  is  now  occupied  by  Mr.  Scott>  who 
transacts  the  duties  of  public  accountant,  and 
of  his  private  agent. 

A  few  hundred  yards  westward,  by  the  river, 
is  the  Nunnery,  the  seat  of  Major  Taubman^ 
taking  its  name  from  tbq  late  contiguous  ruin  of 
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k  nunnerji  founded,  in  the  beginning  of  the 
sixth  century,  by  St.  Bridget,  who  received  th^ 
veil  of  virginity  from  St.  Miiugholdi  the  fourth 
bishop  of  the  isle.  .  Such  is  the  Manks'  account 
Tradition  commands  not  implicit  faith;  The 
Irishi  vvho  claim  St.  Bridget  as  their  tutelar 
saint,  give  the  following  history  of  her  life : 
She  was  bom  in  the  year  4S3,  and  at  the  age  of 
fourteen  years  received  the  veil  from  the  hands  Of 
St.  Patrick.  In  484  she  founded  the  nunnery 
of  Kildare:  about  the  same  time  a  monastery 
was  founded  under  the  same  roof;  and  thii 
illustrious  and  immaculate  lady  presided  both 
over  the  nuns  and  the  monks  till  the  time  of  hef 
death  in  the  year  583«  The  prioress  of  Douglas 
nunnery  was  anciently  a  baroness  of  the  isle  i 
held  courts  in  her  own  name;  and  possessed 
temporal  authority  equal  to  a  baron^  Here  the 
trees  grow  with  great  luxurianCe>  particularly 
at  the  back  part,  where  there  is  a  very  pretty 
bank  of  wood  with  the  river  at  the  bottom.  The 
garden  walls  are  well  covered,  and  the  hot- 
houses well  stocked.  Here  may  be  found  every 
comfort  asd  luxury  of  life;  and  here,  had  I  thd 
choice  of  the  seats  of  the  island^  would  I  take 
lip  my  abode* 

I 


114  Douglas. 

Douglas  is  pretty  well  supplied  with  white- 
fish  throughout  the  jear ;  with  a  little  salmon^ 
and  of  course  with  herrings  during  the  summer 
months.  A  good  deal  of  trade  is  carried  on  in 
the  building  of  fishing-boats^  both  for  home  and 
foreign  use,  the  workmen  having  acquired  the 
character  of  being  singularly  skilful.  The  springs 
in  the  town  not  being  good^  water  is  brought 
from  s  declivity  behind  it,  in  large  casks^  re^ 
sembling  those  used  for  a  similar  purpose  in 
England,  and  sold  at  one  halfpenny  per  pail. 

A  weekly  newspaper  i&  printed  and  published 
by  Mr.  Jefferson*  The  circulation  of  it  is  con- 
siderable ;  and  it  i»  to  be  regretted  that  he  does 
not  amuse  his  readers,  by  a  recital,  as  they  oc- 
cur,, of  the  more  interesting  cases  of  Mank» 
law. 

The  chief  part  of  the  military  are  stationed  at 
Douglas  ;  and,  by  their  drums  and  fifes,  render 
some  anno^'ance  to  the  inhabitants.  The  band,, 
which  is  good,  makes  however  some  amends. 
On  a  Sunday  it  plays  through  the  town,  antt 
sometimes  it  enlivens  the  assembly. 

I  was  struck  with  the  sang-froid  with  which  it 
market  woman  would,  if  her  stocking  was  down> 
pull  up  her  petticoats  and  refiz  it  with  a  garter 
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ia  jts  proper  situation :  but,  iti  nlany  towns  of 
Ireland,  the  practice  is  still  more  prevalent^  It 
is  in  all  cases  confined  to  the  sober  and  matron* 
like  class,  and  never  followed  by  the  younger 
damsels. 

The  more  we  see  of  the  world  the  less  subject 
are  we  to  surprize;     Had  I  previously,  as  I  have 
since,  spent  an  autumnal  month  at  Liverpool^ 
fhese  trivial  things    would  hardly    have   been ' 
noticed.     It  is  the    custom  of  the  Lancashire 
people  to  give  theiiiselves^  once  a  year,  a  tho-^ 
rough  washing.     In  order  to  effect  thid  purpose^ 
the  inhabitants  of  the  interior  of  the  country^ 
especially  about  BoltoUi  club  together  and  con-^ 
tribute  a  weekly  sum  to  pay  the  expense  of  an 
excursion  to  LiVerpdol   in  the   course  of  the 
autumn^     The  scene  commences  a  little  below 
the  Old  Church,  and  eontinues  till  impeded  by 
the  bathing  houses,  a  distance  ot  two  hundred 
yards.     Within  this  short  space   I  have  seenj 
when  high-water  has  happened  in  the  mornings 
as  many  as  two  hundred  people,  including  men> 
women,  boys,  and  girls,  in  the  water  or  on  the 
beach.    The  men  are  naked,  except  occasionally 
one  or  two  still  clad  in  inexpressibles.     Some  of 
the  women  wear  bathing  dresses ;  others,  their 
i9 
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flhiftd  Z'  sone  do^  no  ipere  than  poll  up  thrir 
clothes;  others  retem  nothing  b«t  liieirfliiliind 
petticoats.  The  girls  of  eightj  ten^  or  twelre  years 
old  appear  as  nature  made  them.  Through  the 
sexes  generally  undress  in  detached  parties  upon 
the  beach^  they  mix  together  in  the  water.  In 
shallow  places  I  Have  seen  girls  dancings  and  in 
deeper  water  pursuing^  and  pursued  by^the  5oys. 
To  say  that  deKcacy  is  determined  altogether 
by  custom  might  perhaps  appear  an  unfounded 
and  barbarous  assertion  r  but  where  none  it 
imagined  little  can  exist.  Persons  engaged  in 
this  practice  of  annual  ablution  do  not  appear 
to  consider  it  indeUcate.  Below  the  fort  a  simi- 
lar scene  is  presented ;  and  a  little  further  oa 
are  about  thirty  large  bathing  machines^  used 
promiscuously  By  kdi^  and  gentlemen.  The 
bather  is  usually  desirous  of  getting  as  many  as 
he  can  into  one  vehicle.  A  lady,  with  whom  1 
^m  acquainted;  went  with  a  companion  early 
one*  morning  to  bathe.  A  country-woman  and 
her  husband  were  about  to  follow  them  into  the 
carriage;  The  woman  apologized  for  intro- 
ducing her  husband^  by  expressing  the  fear  sfi« 
had  to  go  inl4>  the  water  alone.  I  need  hardlj 
add,  that  they  were  obliged  to  seek  another  con- 
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^eyance.    The  gentry  of  LiTerpooI  feaort  chiefly 

to  the  corporation  baths^  but  usually  bathe  in 

the  river  to  v^hich  a  flight  lof  sieps  conducts  theoL 

iThe  partition  between  the  ladies  and  gentlemen 

18  deal  boardingy  oxLt  of  which  a  little  knot  or 

two  have  made  their  escape^  and  through  which 

(the  hand  of  curiosity  has  bored  two  or  three 

holes.     M^ny  of  the  stronger  sex  swim  a  quar* 

ier  of  a  mile  firom.shor^  but  beyond  i^e  boardr 

ing  the  more  beautiful  rarely  wntur^. 

With  respect  to  cleanliness  or  filth  the  inh.a- 
ibitants  of  Man  deserve  not  national  encemiuqi 
or  sti^nt.    I  have  never  witnessed  the  wistines^ 
of  Scotland,  but  bad  an  instance  of  JScotch  dirt 
4n  the  {fisrson  .of  my  landMy*    I  was  waiting  in 
4he  kitchen  for  the  boiling  of  a  can  of  water : 
Abe  came  down  to  warm  her  feet.    After  holding 
<tbem  for  some  time  aliernprtely  to  the  fire^  $he 
observed,  that  lately  she  bad  found  it  yery  diffi- 
fcult  to  get  her  feet  warm;  that  she  had  not 
rwashed  them  for  some  time ;  and  she  supposed 
fthe^fire^could  not /easily  p^netr^te  the  dir,t. 
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Chapter  x. 

From  Douglas  to  Castletorcn^ 

X  O  go  from  Douglas  to  Ci^etown  we  proceed 
over  a  bridge  at  the  upper  end  of  the  harbour^ 
))eyond  which  a  sprin^rtide  0ow8  two  or  three 
hundred  yards.  Past  the  jnunnerj  mill. the  road 
becomes  very  pleasant,  having  on  one  side  the 
grounds  of  Major  Taubman^  commencing  widi 
|i  deep  ban1(^  well  covered  with  trees;  and  on 
the  piher  a  hedge  planted  upon  rising  ground. 
In  ascending  the  hills  the  prospect  becomes  es^e- 
fended,  and  on  turning  about  we  perceive  Snaw- 
felj  Penypontj  and  the  neighbopring  mountaint , 
About  half  way  from  Douglas  to  Castletown  we 
pass  the  seats  of  Mount  Murray  and  Newtown^ 
find  see  plaiply  the  houses  of  the  metropolis  with 
the  castle  rearing  its  head  fimidst  them.  On  the 
right  of  the  road  is  South  Barrule,  vieing  in 
piajesty  with  the  loftiest  mountain  of  the  island ; 
find  nearer  to  us,  in  the  same  direction^  the  little 
f^hapel  of  St.  Mark,  built  in  1718,  and  situated 
\^  th^  parish  of  Malew.    Qn  the  left  is  S^toii 
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church ;  and  aaotiier  mile  leads  ub  to  the  cross 
road>  which  turns  off  towards  it.  As  it  is  my 
/design  to  make  the  reader  acquainted  with  every 
thing  in  the  least  d^ee  worthy  of  his  notice^  I 
need  not  apologize  for  making  him  occasionally 
^deviate  from  the  highway^  to  Tiew  a  rustic  village 
or  solitary  church, 

Santon^  or  St.  Anne's  churchy  takes  its  name 
Irom  its  dedication  to  St.  Anne>  the  mother  of 
the  Virgin  Mary.  It  is  flituated  half  a  mile 
from  the  sea.  It  is  the  practice  of  the  island* 
whenever  a  person  wishes  to.  make  any  thing 
known^  to  aflfix  a  notice  to  the  church-door;  and 
liere  I  found  the  following : 

^'Joseph  Johnson  respectfully  informs  his 
friends  and  the  public,  that  he  has  opened  a 
tshop  adjoining  Mr.  Robert  Cannel's,  chandler, 
where  he  foUows  saddling,  iiarness,  and  trunk- 
•makings  &c. 

*'  An  apprentice  wanted. 

^'  Highest  price  for  horse  skins,  pig  skins,  and 
«link  skins.'" 

In  the  church-yard  is  a  tomb-stone  to  the 
memory  of  Daniel  Tear,  who  died  at  the  ad- 
wanced^  age  of  one  huadrcKl  and  ten  years,  on 
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which  is  engraved  the  following  epitaph^  introv 
4u£iDg  a  pun : 

^  Here,  friend,  ts  }itUe  Daniel's  toiqb, 
To  Joseph's  years  he  did  arrive ; 
^  Sloth  killing  thousands  in  their  Uoom, 

While  labour  kept  poor  Dan  alive. 
How  strange,  yet  true!  full  seventy  yean 
'^  Was  his  wife  happy  in  her  Tears.'* 

About  a  mile  distant,  upon  arising  and  heathy 
ground^  and  near  the  road  to  Douglas^  are  sever 
ral  stones,  pr^ibably  of  Druidical  antiquity, 
placed  in  a  form  somewhat  similar  to  those  of 
\a(fiey,  hereafter  to  be  noticed. 

Having  retraced  our  steps  and  turned  to  the 
lefl,  we  i:ro88  a  bridge  called  Mulen  de  Cunie ; 
find  «oon  arrive  at  Balasalla,  perhaps  the  largest 
Tillage  of  th^  country,  situated  i|i  the  parish  of 
M^Iew^  two  mil^  from  Castletown.  Here  are 
the  old  cotton  works  now  devoted  to  some  other 
purpose;  and  many  other  mills.  In  the  vicinity 
fve  a  lipie  guarry  and  a  lin^e-kiln:  and  ixe^ 
scattered  here  and  there  improve  the  scenery. 

Cpntiguous  to  the  village  are  the  ruins  of 
Ruthen  Abbey.  It  was  founded,  according  to 
SacfieyereU    by    one    M«c    Marus,    or    Mac 
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Maous,  supposed  to  be  elected  to  the  goyern** 
ment  of  the  island  on  account  of  his  many  Tir^ 
tues.  He  laid  the  foundation  of  the  abbey  ia 
the  year  1098.  The  monks  ^ived  by  their  la* 
bour^  with  great  mortification;  wore  neither 
shoes,  furs,  nor  linen ;  and  eat  no  flesh,  except 
#n  joumies.  There  were  twelve  of  them,  with- 
an  abbot.  The  Cistertian  order  had  its  begin-*^ 
ning  the  very  year  of  the  foundation  of  this 
abbey,  and  was  probably  planted  here  six  and 
thirty  years  afterwards  by  Evan,  abbot  of  Pur- 
nestf  in  Lancashire. 

In  1134  Olave,  King  of  Man,  gave  to  Evaa 
the  monastery  of  Rushen  with  additional  lands, 
and  a  third  part  of  the  tithes  of  his  kingdom, 
lie  either  enlarged  or  rebuilt  the  abbey,  dedi* 
cated  it  to  the  blessed  virgin,  instituted  the  Cis- 
tertian discipline,  and  made  it  a  cell  of  the  abbey 
of  Furness.  In  1192  the  monks  removed  to 
Douglas,  but  in  four  years  afterwards  returned. 

The  religious  self-denial  and  austerity  of  the 
monks  now  gave  way  to  indolence^  and  the  re- 
finements of  luxury.  Their  temporal  power 
was  increased.  The  abbot  was  made  a  baron  of 
flieland;  held  courts  in  his  own  name;  could 
f  xempt  any  of  his  tenants  from  a  trial  at  t^he 
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Lprd's  courts  and  have  his  guilt  or  ionocence 
decided  by  a  jury  of  his  ovrn  Tassals. 

The  abbey  was  plundered  in  the  year  1316 
by  I^chard  le  Mandeville,  who,  v^ith  his  fol* 
lovitv^,  having  remained  a  month  here,  returned 
io  Ireland. 

In  the  reign  of  King  James  it  belonged  to  the 
crown;  but  in  1611  it  was  granted  to  Lord 
Derby  and  ]yi&  heirs,  to  hold  for  ever  under  the 
manor  of  East  Greenwich,  paying  the  accuse 
Aomed  rents  tb  the  King  as  Lord  thereof,  AU 
ihe  abbey  lands  were  held  under  one  grant,  at 
the  annual  rent  of  101/.  15^.  11^.  and  of  80/.  lis. 
in  lieu  of  woods,  mines,  and  quarries.  These 
are  the  sums  originally  fixed  by  Henry  the 
j&ighth,  when  he  took  possession  of  this  pro^ 
perty  and  let  it  to  the  Earl  of  Derby. 

The  site  of  this  abl^y  is  now  in  the  possession 
of  Mr.  Moore,  whose  father,  chief  deemster  of 
!the  island,* built  upon  it  an  el^ant  mansion, 
iconyercing  into  out-houses  many  parts  of  the  an-^ 
cient  monastery.  The  remaining  ruins  are  not 
a  Tery  pleasing  object  The  walls,  except  just 
at  bottom,  are  for  the  most  part  naked,  not- 
withstanding the  gardener's  care  to  train  the 
ivy*    The  tower  is  not  at  present  so  high  as  ^ 
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eontiguous  house.     The  best  view  of  them  is  ' 
from  a  shrubbery  behind. 

At  a  short  distance  is  the  abbey  bridge^  formed 
of  two  arches^  over  the  Castletown  river.-^  The 
inhabitants  suppose  it  to  be  of  great  antiquity  ; 
but  whether  it  belonged  to  the  abbey  or  not 
seems  uncertain,  It  is  extremely  narrow^  the 
passage  being  only  six  feet  eight  inches  in  thii 
clear^  exclusive  of  the  parapet-wails  almost 
demolished.  One  of  the  arches  is  nearly  semi- 
circular, and  the  other  somewhat  pointed,  but 
both  are  irr^ular.  Grose's  view  of  the  scenery 
js  very  correct,  even  to  the  number  of  trees. 

Two  miles  beyond  Balasalla,  and  nitae  from 
Douglas,  is  Castletown,  or  Rushen,  the  metro- 
polis. The  houses  are  neat  and  their  number  is 
^timated  at  five  hundred.  The  streets  are  ibotp 
regular  than  those  of  Douglas..  The  town  is 
'  (divided  by  a  river,  over  which,  and  opposite  thi( 
castle,  is  a  draw-bridge  for  foot-passengers ;  and 
higher  ujf^  a  larger  one  of  stone  for  carriages. 
In  the  middle  of  the  town  is  a  parade,  or  mar^ 
ket-place,  terminating  on  one  side  with  the 
castle  wall;  on  another  with  a  chapel;  on  ;» 
third  with  houses,  and  left  open  on  the  fourth. 
The  market  is  jlittle  frequented,  the  wojnen  being 


^^ 


i 


l»l         From  Doughs, to  Castlefottm. 

ffn  the  practice  of  going  about  to  primite  bousfii 
to  sell  their  proviBions.     Many  people  in  th^ 
tteighbourhood  send  the  produce  of  thqir  farms 
t#  Dboglas.     The  rocky  and  dangerous    bay 
mffords  no  encovragenefit  to  commerce*  and  th« 
town  wottid  quickly  dwindle  were  it  not  the  seat 
of  gowrwnent.     Few  strangers  dwell  here^  and 
i  am  told  that  the  natives  do  pot  associate  witl^ 
Aem  vpoii  easy  terns.    There  is  one  very  good 
inn,  the  Geosge,  kept  by  Downes^  and^  I  believe^ 
iwo  others. 

The  pvish  churchj  dedicated  to  St.  Malew^ 
is  a  mile  and  a  half  distant;  and  a  chapel  was 
founded^  or  sebuilt,   in  the  town  by  Bishop 
Wilson  in  1698^  the  year  of  his  enthronement 
mnA  his  marriage.    Lieutenant-governor  Horn 
«id  the  Bishop  were  equally  ready  to  exercise 
or  surpass  their  withocity^    The  following  cir«. 
cuoHtanceB  gave  rise  to  the  imprisonment  of  the 
latter  by  the  former.    Mrs.  Hom^  the  governor'$ 
wife/  had  defamed  Mrs.  Puller  and  Mk  James 
Ppol  wil^  a  false  charge  of  criminal  converr 
sation ;  and  in  consequence  of  her  refusal  to 
tsk  pardon  of  the  parties  i^ras  bitnished  by  the 
Ittsbop  from  the  holy  communion.    But  Mr, 
<^rrobiiL»  his  archdeacon^  who   oflBciffted  »i 


Frm  Douglas  fo  Casdetvam.         fts- 
Castletown  chapel^    and  was  also  chaplain  to 
the'governor,  received  Mrs.  Horn  to  the  commu- 
nioD^  and  was  conaequeaily  suspended  bj  the- 
Bishop,  who  authorised  the  Rev.  Mr.  Ross,  Aca- 
demical Professor,  to  sapply  his  place.    Horn 
)iad  posiessiov  of  the  kejs,    refused  to  deliver 
them  to  Mr.  Ross,  and  kfept  the  chapd  door» 
shut.    This  conduct  gave  occasion  to  the  fotlow-* 
ing  letter  from  the  bishop : 

"  Having  just  now  received  an  account  front 
the  Rev.  Mr.   Ross,  whom  I  appointed  to  ofi. 
ciate  in  Castletown  chapel  daring  the  arch-dec 
eon's  suspension,  that  the  dooiv  of  the  said  cha- 
pel are  shut  up,  and  that  jou  have  refined  to  de- 
liver him  the  keys,  wherebj  the  people  are  de- 
prived  of  the  public  worship  of  God;  and  the 
chapel  of  that  town,  which  has  ever  been  sub- 
jiBcted  to  me  and  my  predecessors;  is  endeavoured 
to  be  made  independent.    I  do  therefore  com- 
plain against  your  said  act  as  a  fresh  instance  of 
your  intrenching  upon  the  episcopal  authority, 
and  which,  if  not  speedily  remedied,  may  open 
»  gap  for  a  much  greater  and  mor<^  perniciouf 
innovation."     , 

The  governor,  however,  conceiving  that  th^ 
biAophjwlwted  illegally,  fined  him  ^50,  an4 
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bis  two  vicars  genend  ^SO  each^  a  most  zxhU 
trary  act ;  and^  on  their  refusing  to  paj  these 
fines,  committed  them  all,  Juno  S9,  1722,  to 
Castle  Rushen.  Great  disturbances  ensued ;  but 
the  people  were  restrained  from  offering  violence 
to  the  governor  by  the  bishop's  exhortations  from 
the  castle  vralls.  He  told  them  he  should  ''ap<- 
peal  unto  Ciesar/'  After  a  confinement  of  nine 
weeks  he  was  released  on  petitioning  the  King^ 
in  council.  The  proceedings  of  the  governor 
were  reversed,  as  being  illegal ;  and  could  the 
bishop  have  been  persuaded  to  bring  an  actioa 
against  him,  it  was  supposed  that  the  damages 
would  have  been  extremely  heavy. 

The  free-school  of  this  town  is  formed  of  an 
old  chapel,  dedicated  to  St.  Mary,  and  eon<se« 
crated  A.  D.  1250.  The  institution  was  esta* 
blished  by  Dr.  Barrow  about  the  year  1670,  for 
the  purpose  of  supplying  the  church  with  mi- 
nisters. The  funds  are  lodged  in  eight  trustees, 
and  arose  primarily  from  some  tithes  which  were 
purchased  of  the  Lord-proprietor  with  a  sum  of 
money,  r||sed  for  that  purpose  by  voluntary 
subscription.  They  have  been  since  increased 
by  a  few  donations  and  legacies.  Four  students 
are  educated  free  of  ezpenfc;    and  from  l^e 
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time  of  their  leaving  school  to  their  promotibii 
they  arc  allowed  the  annuity  of,  I  believe,  ^2S. 
The  professor  must  be  Master  of  Arts  of  one  of 
the  British  universities,  and  is  allowed  the  sa« 
lary  of  sixty  pounds. 

The  castle,  called  Castle  Rushen,  is  worthy 
ef  inspection,  and  the  stranger  will  find  easy 
admission  to  the  interior  apartments. 

It  was  considered  the  chief  fortress  of  the  is^ 
land,  and  is  now  the  only  prison.  Accord- 
ing to  the  Manks^  tradition,  it  was  built  about 
the  year  960,  by  Guttred,  grandson  to  a  King 
of  Denmark,  and  the  second  of  a  succession  of 
twelve  kings  by  them  called  Onys. 

This  building  which  is  remarkably  solid  i» 
•aid  by  Chaloner,'Sacheverell,  and  other  writers, 
to  be  reckoned  a  striking  resemblance  of  the  cas- 
tle of  Elsineur  in  Denmark.  As  this  fortress 
has  suffered  several  sieges,  the  repairs  of  the  da- 
mages sustained  must  somewhat  have  altered  it» 
inferior  parts. 

The  Manksmen,  according  to  Waldron,^  had 
a  strange  tradition  concerning  this«  castle,  which,^ 
as  it  may  probably  amuse  the  reader,  is  here  trans- 
cribed in  his  own  words  : 

*^  Just  at  the  eutrauce  of  th^  cMPtle  ib  a  great 
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itgne  chair  for  the  goremor^  and  two  lesser  toif 
the  deemsters.  Here  tiiey  try  all  causes  except 
ecclesiastical^  which  are  entirely  under  the  deci^ 
tion  of  the  bishop.  When  you  have  passed  this 
little  court,  you  enter  a  long  winding  passage 
t>etween  two  walls,  not  much  unlike  what  is 
described  of  Rosamond's  labyrinth  at  Wood- 
stock. In  case  of  attack,  ten  thousand  men  in 
attempting  to  enter  might  be  destroyed  by  a 
Yery  few.  The  extremity  of  it  brings  you  into 
a  room  where  the  Keys  sit.  They  are  twenty 
four  in  number :  they  call  them  the  parliament ; 
but  in  my  opinion  they  more  resemble  our  juries 
in  England,  because  tbe  obj^ect  of  iheir  meeting 
is  to  adjust  differences  among  the  common  people, 
and  they  are  locked  in  till  they  have  given  their 
verdict  They  may  be  said  indeed  to  be  m^ 
preme  judges,  because  from  them  there  is  no 
appeal  but  to  the  lord  himself^ 

'^  A  little  further  is  an  apartment  which  has- 
never  been  opened  within  tbe  memory  of  man. 
The  persons  belonging  to  the  castle  are  very 
cautious  in  giving  you  any  reason  for  it ;  but 
the  natives,  who  are  excessively  superstitious/ 
assign  this,  that  there  is  something  of  enchant^ 
ment  in  it.  JThey  tell  you  that  the  castle  was 
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it  first  inhabited  by  fairies^  and  afterwards  by 
|^iant8>  who  continued  in  the  possession  of  it 
till  the  days  of  Merlin^  who^  by  the  force  6# 
magic^  dislodged  the  greatest  part  of  them^  and 
bound  the  rest  in  spellsj  indissoluble  to  the  end 
of  the  world.  In  proof  of  this  they  tell  you  a 
Tery  odd  stery :  They  say  there  are  a  great  many 
fine  apartments  under  ground,  exceeding  in  mag^ 
licence  any  of  the  upper  rooms  \  several  inttt 
of  more  than  ordinary  courage  have^  in  former 
time9>  ventured  down  to  explore  the  secrets  of  this 
subterranean  dwelling  place^  but  none  of  them 
ever  returned  to  give  an  account  of  what  they 
saw ;  it  wad  tberefore  judged  expedient  that  alt 
the  passages  to  it  should  be  continually  shut^ 
that  no  more  might  suflfer  by  their  temerity. 
Bot  about  some  fifty  or  fifty-five  years  8ince>  % 
person  who  had  an  uncommon  boldness  andf 
resolution^  never  left  soliciting  permission  of 
Ibose  who  had  power  to  grant  it^  to  visit  those 
dark  abodes ;  in  fine,  he  obtained  his  request, 
went  dowuj  and  returned  by  the  help  of  a  clue 
of  packthread  which  he  took  with  him^  which 
no  man  beforehimself  had  ever  done^  and  brought 
lhi»  amazing  discovery :  ''That  after  having  pas^^ 
ibd  tkEHHigb  »  greaf  number  of  vaults^  he  cam« 
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into  a  long  narrow  place ;  which  the  farther  he 
penetratedj  he  perceived  that  he  went  more  and 
more  on  a  descent:  till  having  travelled^  as  near 
as  he  could  guess^  for  the  space  ofamile^  hehe« 
gan  to  see  a  little  gleam  of  lights  which^  though 
it  seemed  to  come  from  a  vast  distance^  was  the 
most  delightful  object  he  ever  beheld.  Having 
at  length  arrived  at  the  end  of  that  lane  of  4ark- 
ness^  he  perceived  a  very  large  and  magnificent 
house^  iliuminated  with  many  candles,  whence 
proceeded  the  light  just  now  mentioned.  Hav* 
ing^  before  he  began  the  expedition^  well  forti- 
fied himself  with  brandy^  he  had  courage  enough, 
to  knock  at  the  door,  which  a  servant,  at :  the. 
third  knock,  having  opened,  asked  him  what  he. 
wanted  ?  I  would  go  as  far  as  I  can,  replied  our. 
adventurer :  be  so  kind  therefore  as  to  direct  me 
how  to  accomplish  my  design,  for  I  see  no  pas* 
sage  but  that  dark  cavern  through  which  I  came. 
The  servant  told  him  he  must  go  through  that 
house ;  and  accordingly  led  him  though  a  long 
entry,  and  out  at  a  back  door.  He  then  walked 
a  considerable  way,  and  beheld  another  house 
more  magnificent  than  the  first;  and,  all  the 
windows  being  open,  discovered  innumerable 
lamps  burning  in  every  room.      Here  also  he 
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designed  to  knocks  but  had  the  curiositjto  step 
upoa  a  little  bank  which  commanded  a  low  par- 
lour; and,  looking  in,  he  beheld  avast  taMe 
in  the  middle  of  the  room^  and  on  H  extended 
at  full  length  a  man,  or  rather  monster,  at  least 
fourteen  feet  long,  and  ten  or  twelve  round  the 
body.  This  prodigious  fabrick  lay  as  if  sleep-^ 
ing  with  his  head  upon  a  book,  with  a  sword 
by  him,  answerable  to  the  hand  which,  it  is  sup- 
posed, made  use  of  it;  This  sight  was  more 
terrifying  to  our  traveller  than,  all  the  dark  and 
dreary  mansions  he  had  passed  through  in  his 
arrival  to  it.  He  resolved  therefore  not  to  at^, 
tempt  entrance  into  a  place,  inhabited  by  per- 
sons of  that  unequal  stature,  and  made  the  best 
of  his  way  back  to  the  other  houscj  where  tlia 
same  servant  re-conducted  and  informed  hira> 
that  if  he  had  knocked  at  the  second  doori  he 
would  have  seea  company  enough^  but  could 
never  have  returned*  On  which  he  desired  to 
know  what  place  it  was,  and  by  whom  possessed; 
but  the  other  replied  that  these  things  were  not 
to  be  revealed.  He  then  took  his  leave,  and  by 
the  same  dark  passage  got  into  the  vaults,  and 
soon  afterwards  once  more  ascended  to  the  lighjt. 
of  the  sun/' 

K  9 
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Having  thus  fkr  embarked  in  the  fabulous 
history  of  this  castle^  I  shall  add  another  storj 
of  the  same  sort  by  the  same  author^  who  ap- 
pears by  his  narration  to  have  given  credit 
toil 

^  A  mighty  bustle  they  also  make  of  an  8p« 
parition  vi^hieh^  they  say,  haunts  Castle  Rushen 
in  the  form  of  a  v^oman,  vrho  vr as  some  years 
ago  executed  for  the  murder  of  her  child.  I 
have  heard  not  only  the  debtors,  but  the  soldiers 
of  the  garrison,  aflSrm  that  they  have  seen  it  at 
various  times ;  but  vi^hat  I  took  most  notice  of 
viras  the  report  of  a  gentleman,  of  v^hose  good 
understanding  as  v^ell  as  veracity  I  have  a  very 
high  opinion.  He  told  me,  that  happening  to 
be  abroad  late  one  night,  and  caught  in  an  ex- 
cessive storm  of  wind  and  rain,  he  saw  a  woman 
stand  l)efore  the  castle-gate  ;  and  as  the  place 
afforded  not  the  smallest  shelter,  the  circum- 
stance surprixed  him,  and  he  wondered  that  any 
one,  particularly  a  female,  should  not  rather 
run  to  some  little  porch  or  shed,  of  which  there 
are  several  in  Castletown,  than  chuse  to  stand 
still,  exposed  and  alone  to  such  a  dreadful  tem- 
pest. His  curiosity  exciting  him  to  draw  near- 
er that  he  might  discover  who  it  was  that  seemed 
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so  little  to  regard  tke  fury  of  the  elementSj  he 
perceived  she  retreated  on  his  approach^  and  at 
last^  he  thought^  went  into  the  castle  though 
the  gates  were  shut.  This  obliging  him  to 
think  that  he  had  seen  a  spirit^  sent  him  home 
very  much  terrified :  but  the  next  4ay  relating  his 
adventure  to  some  people  who  lived  in  the  castle^ 
and  describings  as  near  as  he  could^  the  garb 
and  stature  of  the  apparition^  they  told  him  it 
was  that  of  the  woman  above-mentioned,  \dia 
bad  frequently  been  observed  by  the  soldiers  on 
guard  to  pass  in  and  out  of  the  gates>  as  well  as 
to  walk  through  the  rooms^  though  there  were 
no  visible  means  to  enter.  Though  so  familiar 
io  the  eye,  no  person  has  yet  had  the  courage  to 
speak  to  it ;  and  as  th%y  say  that  a  spirit  has  no 
power  to  reveal  its  mind,  unless  conjured  to 
ido  so  in  a  proper  manner,  the  re^on  of  its  being 
permitted  to  wander  is  unknown/^ 

The  castle  is  built  close  to  the  river^  the  rocky 
bed  of  which  is  nearly  dry  at  low  water.  Its 
£gure'is  irregular,  and  noteasily  .conceived  from 
4tny  verbal  description.  A  sort  of  stone  glacis 
Kuns  round  it,  said  to  have  been  built  by  Cardinail 
Wolsey.  Within  the  walls  are  the  Lieutenant- 
governor's  bouse^  barracki  with  rooms  for  the 
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officers^  and  three  rooms  for  debtors  who  arc 
separated  into  three  classes,    according  io  the 
appearance  of  their  gentility,  and  who,  when  I 
was  there    in   1808,   amounted  in   number  ta 
thirteen.     For  their  use  are  also  four  forlorn 
detached  houses  of  one  room  each,  built  upon 
the  walls,  which  may  be  inhabited  only  by  special 
leave  of  the  Governor.     There  is  one  court  of 
justice  used  for  the  various  occasions  of  the  ad-* 
{ninistra.tion  of  the  law ;  but  by  the  Keys  only 
^hen  sitting  in  their  judicial  capacity :  in  their 
private  Rebates  they  occupy   a  room  of  their 
owp,  without  the  castle.     The  prison  room  for 
qriminals  is  damp,  dark,  and  wretched.     Under 
it  is  a  dungeon  for  such  prisoners  a£  were  outv 
rageous^  and  who,  for  want  of  any  steps,  were 
let  down  b^  ropes  or  descended  by  a  ladder, 
No  light  is  admitted,  except  what  makes  its  way 
through  the  chinks  of  its  trap-door  or  covering. 
The  two  criminals  who  were   last  here,    and 
having  b<een  found  |?uilty  of  murder,  were  led 
out  to  be  executed^  were  ^confined  in  a  small 
poom^  pot  quite  so  dark  find  miserable  as  th^ 
prison  which  had  formerly  I;een  used.   The  stone 
work  of  the  keep,  built  of  hard  limestone,  similar 
(9  that  foupd  in  this  neighbourhood;,  is  entire  aa 
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are  many  of  the  wal/5.  In  the  roof  is  some  verj 
IsLTge  timber^  said  to  have  been  brought  from  the 
Isle  of  Anglesea.  The  interior  of  the  castle  is 
without  floorings  and  in  a  very  ruinous  condi- 
tion. It  was  formerly  the  mansion  of  the  king 
or  lord  of  the  island;  and  as  the  stranger  rambles 
about  the  ruins^  he  has  pointed  out  to  him  the 
kitchen^  known  by  its  fire-place^  the  banquet- 
ting-hall,  and  various  other  apartments.  H« 
may  plainly  see  where  floors  have  been^  by  tim- 
bers projecting  from  the  walls.  The  stairs 
being  of  stone  and  not  much  used  are  still  in  a 
state  of  some  preservation. 

In  this  castle  were  deposited  the  archives  of 
the  island.  James  the  Seventh^  Ea^l  of  Perby^ 
was  beheaded  for  his  attachment  to  hU  r^pyaj 
master^  and  his  countess^  ha.ving  been  taken  pri- 
soner by  the  republican  army,  was  here  confined. 
On  her  release  she  carried  with  hf  r  these  archives^ 
and  what  afterwards  became  of  them  is  not 
known.  To  inquire  into  the  motives  of  her 
conduct  at  this  xemote  pieriod  is  Tain :  we  can 
only  r^ret  the  loss  of  much  authentic  document. 
The  statute-book  of  Man  is  preserved  in  Castle 
i^ushen. 

From  the  top  of  the  tower  is  b,  view  of  the 
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surrouoding  country,  ipterspersed  with  gentle^ 
menq'  seats  ftpd  villfiges;  of  Castletovn  and 
Pooli^Vash  bf^jSj  with  rocks  here  and  there  pro* 
jecting  through  the  water ;  of  the  rocks  of  the 
Chickens,  and  abo  of  the  Eye  or  Sorough, 
haying  a  considerable  aperture  at  the  lower  part, 
plainly  discernible  from  the  spot  by  its  trans^ 
mission  of  light.  At  the  distance  of  two  or 
three  hundred  yards  is  the  gallows,  It  hv  not 
been  used  since  the  year  1745. 

A  mile  and  a  half  off,  across  the  sands  and 
flie  isthmus  which  joins  the  peniDsula  of  Iiang« 
pess  to  the  land  is  Derby  haven,  formerly  called 
K&nnesway  or  Rainsway,  having  on  its  southern 
termination  8t;  Michaers  Island,  joined  to  the 
main  land  by  a  wall,  twelve  feet  thick,  and 
libout  one  hundred  yards  long,  and  at  low  water 
by  the  s«ndy  beach.  It  contains  a  round  tower, 
the  outer  wall  of  which  is  still  entire.  On  4 
square  stone,  over  the  entrance,  are  the  dueiil 
cofonet  and  the  figures  16)  .  The  third  figure 
lippears  to  have  been  6 ;  but  as  Chaloner,  who 
wrote  in  1653,  informs  us,  that  the  Mate  Earl 
of  Derby'  built  a  fort  here,  we  must  give  it  the 
interpretation  of  0  or  3.  The  fourth  figure  i§ 
HbUterated.  In  the  are*  fire  four  iron  ci^nnons 
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without  earria^ey^  one  ihout  deyen  feet  long, 
the  otber^  eight  Tbe  tower  va^j  he  about 
(eighteen  feet  high,  and  as  many  yards  in  diai* 
ipeter :  its  walla  ajre  eight  feet  thick. 

Not  far  off  are  a  few  ruinous  walls  of  a 
church,  apparently  not  Tery  old,  but  supposed 
by  some  to  be  the  cathedral  in  which  the  bishopa 
were  formerly  consecrated  or  enthroned.  If  such 
was  ever  its  use^  it  must  have  been  before  the 
building  of  St.  Germain's  in  Peel  Isle  in  1245^ 
The  authority  of  Camden  does  not,  in  this 
instance^  seem  sulEcient  to  confirm  the  suppo- 
sition :  his  relation  of  the  circumstance  is  very 
far  from  clear:  and  I  cannot  learn^  that  this 
small  territory  was  ever  called  Sodor  or  Sodor- 
ensis.  He  says,  *'  By  Castletown,  in  the  Isle  of 
Mkn,  there  is  a  little  island,  wherein  Pope 
Gregory  the  Fourth  instituted  a  see,  the  bishop , 
whereof  was  named  Sodorensis,  and  had,  in 
times  past,  jurisdiction  over  all  the  western 
islands;  but  exerciseth  it  now  only  upon  that 
island**  Near  the  eastern  wall  is  a  solitary 
tombstone  erected  to  the  memory  of  a  mariner 
who  died  in  1782, 

*  Gibsou^fi  Camden's  Britaniua. 
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In  a  retired  spot  near  the  Peel  road  is  Kirk 
Malew.  Upon  tfae  tombstones  are  several  at** 
tempts  at  poetry^  but  none  worthy  of  insertion. 
It  is  remarkable^  that  tiie  parish  of  Malew, 
which  includes  the  metropolis,  and  the  largest 
Tillage,  should  afford  no  parsonage^house  for  its 
minister. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

FroiOk  Castletown  to  the  Calf  of  Man  and  to 

Peel 

PoRT-LE-MARY  is  a  mile  and  a  half  from 
Castletown  ;^and  Port-Prin  two  miles  further, 
along  a  circuitous  road.  Of  these  small  Tillages 
the  last  mentioned  is  the  most  considerable,  on 
account  of  its  good  harbour  and  the  herring 
fishery.  Between  them,  on  the  right-hand  side 
pf  the  road,  are  the  ''  Giant's  Quoiting  Stones/' 
two  pieces  of  unhewn  claj-slate  standing  on 
end^  about  ten  feet  high,  between  four  and  five 
feet  wide,  and  nearly  two  feet  thick.  Half  a 
mile  further  is  Fairy-hill,  a  large  mound,  said 
)>y  some  to  be  erected  and  inhabited  by  fairies ; 
by  others,  to  be  a  barrow,  raised  by  the  Danes 
in  commemoration  of  Ivar,  who  was  killed  on 
this  spot,  fighting  in  single  combat  with  Re- 
ginald.. 

While  waiting  at  Port-Erin  for  the  departure 
of  a  herring-boat,  which  was  to  convey  me  to 
the  Calf,   a  fisherman  introduced   himself  by 
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learning  me  to  take  care  of  the  fairies  which  I 
should  meet  with  there^  telling  me  that  he  had 
charms  against  their  power.  Another  fisher* 
man  who  that  morning  had  very  civilly  walked 
near*  two  miles  out  of  his  way  to  shew  me  a 
road»  pretended  to  laugh  at  his  companion's 
tales;  but^  upon  being  questioned  seriously  upon 
the  subject^  be  confessed  his  firm  belief  in  the 
existence  of  these  aerial  beings.  He  said  that 
his  father  once  met  with  a  flor.k  of  tfaem^  and  he 
was  not  a  man  to  tell  »  lie.  They  were  invisiblej 
but  caokled  like  geese  close  to  him,  wh#n  there 
were  no  geese  within  si^ht 

Port  Erin  is  the  usual  place  for  hiring  boato 
for  the  Calf  of  Man.  A  small  sailing  vessel^  or 
ene  manned  with  four  rowers  is  most  conTeuient^ 
and,  if  the  sea  is  calm^  safe  enough  :  if  not,  I  re* 
commend  the  traveller  to  stay  on  shore.  The  tide 
runs  strongs  and  there  are  many  rocks  about  this 
little  island.  The  distance  is  thiree  miles^  aad 
the  demand  for  the  boat  is  from  seven  shillings  to 
half  a  guinea^  according  to  the  number  of  com^^ 
pany,  and  the  length  of  the  intended  visit.  I9 
the  narrow  channel  which  parts  the  island  from 
the  main  land^  are  several  little  rocks^  and  one 
large  one  called  Kitterland  Isle^  with  herbage 
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and  sheep  upon  it  in  summer.  The  cliffs  of 
Spanish-head,  though  not  very  high,  are  bold, 
with  the  sea  dashing  against  them. 

When  the  tide  is  not  too  low  the  landing  ig 
easy/ and  is  usually  effected  in  a  small  creek  on 
fte  northern  side. 

On  the  shore  I  met  Mr.  Gourlay,  the  farmer 
and  tenant  of  the  island,  who  received  me  very 
civilly,  but  was  fearful  that  the  accommodation 
which  he  could  afford  me  for  the  night  would 
not  be  very  great,  as  the  house  in  which  he  then 
resided  was  not  yet  finished.  He  and  his  vrife 
had  just  been  fishing,  and,  in  the  course  of  two 
hours,  had  caught  one  hundred  fish,  killack  and 
coal-fish,  the  former  weighing,  upon  an  average, 
one  pound  each;  and  the  latter,  four  ounces. 
The  bait  which  they  use  is  composed  of  the 
ends,  one  inch  and  a  half  long,  of  two  or  three 
white  feathers  from  the  vnng  of  a  goose  or  gull. 
These  being  placed  in  one  direction  are  tied  to  a 
hook.  While  fishing,  Mr.  Gourlay  is  constantly 
rowed  about,  and  the  bait  is  taken  at  the  surface 
of  the  water,  often  as  quickly  as  he  can  throw 
in  his  line.  His  rod  is  rather  long,  but  not  very 
pliable.    The  bait  he  calls  a  fly^  but  believes  tbe 
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fish  take  it  for  the  under  part  of  a  snialj 
herring. 

The  circumference  of  the  island,  on  the  ac^ 
cessihle  part8>  is  computed  to  be  five  miles,  and 
the  included  area,  six  hundred  acres*  It  is  the 
property  of  the  Duke  of  Athol;  is  tithe  free; 
and  one  tenant  rents  the  whole  upon  lease.  The 
bouse  in  which  he  lives  will  be  very  commodi- 
ous when  finished.  His  late  dwelling,  a  few 
hundred  yards  ofi*,  is  now  occupied  by  a  labourer. 
These  are  the  only  inhabitants. 

In  this  island  are  two  fields  of  oats,  one  in 
very  good  condition,  one  field  of  grass,  and  < 
plot  of  potatoes.  The  remainder  of  the  land 
consists  of  sheep  walks,  some  very  £ij[ie,  and  of 
heath.  Thrift  grows  plentifully  abqut  the  rocks, 
and  frequently  usurps  the  place  of  the  grass. 
Except  in  the  farmer's  garden  there  is  not  a  tree 
or  shrub  three  feet  high  upon  the  island ;  even 
here  not  more  than  four  exceeding  six  feet,  and 
these  few  not  ten.  I  observed^  in  the  course  of 
my  walk,  eight  or  ten  head  of  cattle,  as  manjr 
horses>  and  a  few  score  of  sheep. 

Rabbits  every  where  abound,  and  are  the 
farmer's  chief  source  of  profit.    He  takes  about 
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two  thpusand  annually,  between  the  months  of 
October  and  April.  The  common  toothed  rat- 
trap^  placed  close  to  the  boroughs,  and  catching 
them  by  the  legs,  is  the  most  successful.  Of  this 
sort  not  less  than  one  hundred  are  nightly  set. 
He  makes  use  also  of  a  net  with  large  meshei>j 
two  hundred  yards  or  more  in  length,  which,  in 
the  night  time,  he  cautiously  places  in  a  perpen- 
dicular direction,  supported  by  poles,  and  having 
three  or  four  feet  trailing  upon  the  ground,  be*' 
tween  the  boroughs  and  the  place  of  pasture*. 
Men  are  then  sent  round  to  frighten  the  rabbits. 
They  immediately  flee  towards  their  homes,  not 
seeing  the  net  run  against  it,  and  are  irrecover-^ 
ably  entangled  by  their  legs.  It  is  essential  to 
the  success  of  this  stratagem,  that  the  wind 
should  not  blow  from  the  men  who  place  the 
net  towards  the  rabbits. 

In  the  spring  of  the  year  this  place  is  a  great 
resort  for  sea-fowl,  who  come  hither  to  lay  their 
^gs  and  rear  their  young.  They  do  not  confine 
themselves  to  the  inaccessible  parts;  and  so 
numerous  are  they,  that  my  conductor  assured 
me. that,  in  the  course  of  an  hour,  be  had  been 
able  to  collect  three  hundred  eggs.  Woodcockt 
are  the  only  usual    game.    The  farmer  once 
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bronght  over  a  few  haf es,  male  and  femafe^  but 
baviag  turned  tbem  loote  never  saw  one  of  theib 
again. 

Tbfs  island  is  said  to  bave  been  tbe  retreat  of 
two  hermits;  one  of  wbom  in  the  reign  of 
Elizabeth  murdered  a  beautiful  woman  in  a 
sudden  fit  of  jealousy^  and  spent  the  remainder 
of  his  life  in  solitude^  penance,  and  the  severest 
mortifications;  the  otber^  Thomas  Busbell,  in 
the  reign  of  James,  made  it  his  abode  for  onlj  a 
few  years.  A  supposed  letter  of  his,  still  ea« 
tant,  is  to  this  efiect : 

'' The  embrions  of  my  mines*  proving  abor* 
tive  by  the  fall  and  death  of  Lord  Chancellor 
Bacon,  were  tbe  motives  which  persuaded  my 
pensive  retirement  to  a  three  years  solitude  tar 
the  desolate  isle,  called  the  Calf  of  Man,  where, 
in  obedience  to  my  dead  Load's  philosophical 
advice,  I  resolved  to  make  a  perfect  exp^iment 
upon  myself,  for  tbe  obtaining  of  a  long  and 
healthy  life,  most  necessary  for  such  a  j'epentanco 
as  my  former  debauchedness  required,  by  a  parsi^ 
nnmious  diet  of  herbs,  oil,  mustard,  and  honey. 
If  Hb  water  sufficient,  most  like  to  that  of  our  long^ 
ived  fatibers  before  the  flood,  as  wu  eotfeeived 

*  The  writer  was  a  mineralogical  projector. 
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by  that  Lord;  which  I  moat  strictly  observed^  as 
if  obliged  by  a  relig:ious  vow,  till  Divine  Pro- 
vidence called  me  to  a  more  active  fife/* 

What  is  called  Bushell's  House,  now  ruinous^ 
consists  only  of  one  narrow  entrance,  and  an 
adjoining  room,  probably  a  bed-chamber,  with  a 
recess  about  three  feet  wide  and  six  deep,  wherein 
it  is  supposed  Iiis  bed  was  placed.  This  build- 
ing is  situated  upon  the  hig:hcst ground  in  the 
island,^ and  within  a  few  yards  of  a  rugge(L  cliff 
nearly  perpendicular. 

The  two  rocks  of  the  Stack  are  of  a  triangu- 
lar shape,  of  the  computed  height  of  one  hun- 
dred feet,  and  base  of  sixty  feet.     They  are  ten 
or  fifteen  yards  from  the  bottom  of  the  cliff,  with 
deep    water   intervening.     Off    the    south-east 
shore  is  the  Eye  or  Borough,  a  large  mass  of 
rock,  half  as  high  again  as  the  Stack,  with  steep 
rugged  sides,    accessible  only  at  one  part,  and 
there  with  difficulty,  and  the  only  place  where 
rabbits  are  not  visible.     On  the  top  is  a  place 
called  Bushell's  Grave ;  but  thought  by  some  to 
have  been  intended  for  a  hiding  place.     It  is  an 
excavation  of  the  rock,  in  the  form  of  a  cr^ss, 
each  of  the  two  longitudinal  cavities  being  about 
six  feet  long,  three  wide,  and  two  deep.     Im- 
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mediately  at  the  edge  of  the  cavities  is  a  wall  ot 
r  stone  and  mortar^  two  feet  high^  except  at  the 
southern^  western^  and  eastern  ends^  which 
were  left  open  perhaps  for  ingress^  egress,  ob- 
servation^ and  the  admission  of  light.  The 
whole  is  covered  with  slate  and  mortar.  Salt 
water  is  often  to  be  found  at  the  bottom^  the 
consequence  of  the  sea's  breaking  over  the  rock 
in  stormy  weather ;  and  of  the  stone  being  too 
solid  to  admit  its  passage.  The  borough  id  joined 
to  the  Calf  at  low  water;  but  at  high  water 
there  are  forty  feet  of  intermediate  sea. 

The  day  which  I  spent  on  this  retired  but 
hospitable  island^  was  the  harvest-home>  the 
mtller  of  the  Manks,  a  time  of  jubilee.  The 
labourers  had  plenty  of  ale^  and  the  master  dealt 
out  his  excellent  rum  with  a  cautious,  not 
sparing  hand.  Though  of  ten  or  twelve  people 
all  were  merry,  none  was  absolutely  intoxicated. 
A  dance  in  the  barn  concluded  the  festivity  of 
the  day  r  and  Mr.  Gourlay  conducted  me  to  the 
opposite  shore  in  his  own  boat. 

Very  near  Port-Erin  is  Kirk  Christ  Rushen, 
so  called,  according  to  Chaloner,  from  being 
built  on  the  side  of  a  *'  rushy  bog."  Of  the 
church  I  know  nothing  worthy  of  remark.    On 
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a  sun-dial^  by  the  steps  at  the  eastern  entrance 
of  the  church-yard^  is  this  motto : 

**  Homla  dum  quota  sit 
**  Qusritur  hora  fugit," 

Proceeding  towards  Balasalla,  we  enter  the 
parish  of  Arbory,  and  immediately  perceive  the 
church  on  our  left.  The  name  is  said  by 
Chaloner  to  be  derived  from  the  liuifiber  of 
trees,  ''  arbour-like/^  which  formerly  surrounded 
th6  church-yard.  None  of  them  remain.  Here! 
is  a  vertical  monument  of  Poolvash  limestone, 
a  frequent  material  for  this  purpose,  thus  com- 
memorating, Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Coat  of  Arms. 

This  mdnument  was  erected  by  Mrs.  Alic^ 
Stevenson  to  the  memory  of  her  son. 

Here  lie  the  remains  of  Richard 

Ambrose  Stevenson,  Esq.  who  departed 

this  life,  February  27,  177^,  aged  30  years« 

'^  Adieu  blest  shade ;  oh !  cease  to  mourn ; 
Nor  strive  to  wake  the  silent  urn. 
Rather  each  care,  eacli  thought  employ 
To  meet  thee  in  the  realms  of  joy." 

Surrounding  iron  rails  keep  the  people  at  a 
respectable  distance. 

l3 
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Westward  of  the  church  is  the  little  village  of 
Colby. 

Ck>iitinmng  our  journey,  the  next  object  of 
attention  is  South  Barruk.  The  direct  way  to 
it  from  Castletown  or  Peel  is  along  the  mountain 
road  between  the  towns,  and  the  ascent  may  be 
made  on  horse-back  or  on  foot.  The  view  from 
its  summit  is  nearly  equal  to  (bat  from  SnawfeK 
Of  Ireland^  may  be  discerned  the  Arklow  moun- 
tains, the  high  point  of  land  on  this  side  the 
bay  of  Carlingford,  and  the  hills  behind  Strang- 
ford;  of  Wales,  the  towering  Snowdon,  Great 
Orm's  Head,  and  other  mountains :  of  England, 
part  of  the  coast  of  Cumberland:  and  of  Scot- 
land, all  the  high  land  between  Dumfries  and 
Port  Patrick.  Of  nearer  scenery  is  the  Calf,  the 
mountains  to  the  north-east  obscuring  part  of 
the  English  coast,  and  a  concentrated  view  of 
the  chief  part  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 

On  the  side  of  the  road,  opposite  this  moun- 
tain, are  the  abandoned  lead  mines  of  Foxdale. 
.Further,  on  the  left,  is  a  mountain  torrent 
tumbling  down  a  rock  of  the  height  of  about 
forty  feet,  nearly  perpendicular,  and  of  twenty 
or  thirty  oblique.  A  few  ash  trees,  chiefly  at 
the  bottom^  improve  the  scenery. 
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.  Having  crossed  a  bridge  we  take  the  first  cross 
road  on  our  lefl;^  leaving  St.  John's  and  the 
Tynwald  mount  for  a  future  visit.  At  the  end 
of  three  miles  and  a  half  we  arrive  at  -  Kirk 
Patrick^  erected  in  the  year  1710.  This  build- 
ing, with  many  others,  is  owing  to  the  religious 
zeal  and  exertions  of  Bishop  Wilson.  Besides  a 
hundred  pounds  towards  bettering  the  endow- 
ment, he  gave  a  pulpit^  reading-desk,  clerk's 
seat,  communion-table,  carpet  and  rails.     . 

Not  far  off-  is  the  valley  of  Clanmy,  now . 
called  Glenmay.  This  is  the  prettiest  spot  upon 
the  island,  and  a  most  delightful  one.  It  is,  as 
its  name  imports,  a  glen,  with  deep,  rocky, 
woody  banks ;  in  some  places  nearly  perpendi- 
cular, terminated  by  a  rivulet  murmuring  over 
the  rocks,  and,  in  one  place,  forming  a  cascade. 
The  scenery  here  is  highly  romantic.  The 
ground  is  well  covered  with  the  chesnut,  the 
hazel,  and  the  ash,  apparently  all  planted. 
The  northern  bank  is  a  perpendicular  rock,  of 
the  height  of  sixty  feet,  here  and  there  making 
its  appearance  through  a  covering  of  luxuriant 
ivy :  at  the  top  and  bottom  the  holly  flourishes. 
The  southern  bank,  though  not  perpendicular, 
ifl  very  steep  and  well  wooded.    The  valley  winds 
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jconsiderably^  and  by  excluding  foreign  objects 
renders  tbe  scenery  more  romantic.     The  spec* 
iator  descends  by  a  circuitous  path.     Toward^ 
the  se^  the  glen  continues  pretty^  but  the  wood 
of  the  southern  side  soon  disappears.     The  hot? 
torn  was  too  rugged^  and  the  sides  were  too  steep 
to  permit  my  intended  ramble  through  it.     Being 
obliged  to  leave  it^  I  walked  on  the  top  of  the 
bank^    aqd  when^  on  the  first  opportunity^    I 
again  descended^  found  its  beauty  much  diminish^ 
ed.     Above  the  fall  is  a  piilL   and  above  this^ 
where  the  vale  opens^  are  a  few  cottagcfs^  pret* 
tily  situated^  with  trees  about  them. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

From  Peel  to  Kirk  Michael. 

Jl  EEL  is  ten  or  twelve  miles  distsint  from  Doug- 
las. This  town  is  chiefly  remarkable  for  the 
ruins  of  its  castle  and  cathedral.  It  is  supposed 
to  contain  twelve  hundred  people.  Since  the 
loss  of  the  smuggling  trade  it  has  been  a  place 
of  little  commerce.  Provisions  are  cheap,  and 
fish  plentiful.  The  church  in  the  town  is  de- 
dicated to  St.  Peter. 

Peel  castle  stands  on  a  small  rockj  island, 
about  a  hundred  yards  west  of  the  town  ;  being 
separated  from  it  by  a  channel,  scarcely  a  foot 
deep  at  low  water.  The  island  is  sometimes 
called  Holme  Peel.  It  is  joined  to  the  main 
land,  southward  of  Peel  river,  by  a  strong  stone 
wall,  shelving  to  the  top,  built  many  years  ago 
to  secure  the  harbour.  The  entrance  to  this 
island  is  on  the  eastern  side.  There  was  formerly 
a  flight  of  stone  steps  to  the  water's  edge;  but 
these  are  too  nearly  demolished  to  be  of  any  use 
to  the  traveller,  who  is  now  obliged  to  clamber 
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over  the  rockg.  Turning  to  the  left^  he  ascendi 
several  steps  to  the  gateway  in  the  side  of  a 
square  tower  of  the  castle^  through  which  he 
enters.  Immediately  to  the  right  is  a  vaulted 
guard-room. 

The  walls  are  flanked  with  towers^  and  enclose 
an  irregular  polygon  whose  area  contains  ahout 
two  acres.  The  average  thickness  of  them  does 
not  exceed  three  or  four  feet.  They  are  built 
of  clay-slate  little  hewn^  and  are  coigned  and 
faced  in  many  parts  with  red  sand-stone.  The 
time  of  their  erection  is  unknown.  Here  are 
the  ruins  of  two  churches ;  one  dedicated  to  St. 
Patrick,  supposed  to  be  of  great  antiquity ;  the 
other  to  St.  Germain,  being  the  cathedral  of 
the  island,  and  built  about  the  year  1245.  The 
whole  area  is  full  of  ruins  of  various  buildings^ 
walls,  and  dwelling  houses.  About  the  middle 
of  it  is  a  square  pyramidal  mound  of  earth,  ter* 
minating  obtusely.  Each  of  its  sides  faces  one 
of  the  pardinal  points  of  the  compass,  and 
measures  about  seventeen  yards.  It  is  surrounds 
ed  by  a  ditch,  five  feet  and  a  half  broad.  Time 
and  weather  have  rounded  oflf  its  angles.  It  is 
pupposed  to  have  been  an  eminence  whence  an 
(Rfficer  miji^ht  h^angue  his  troops^  or  the  burial 


Frof^i  Peel  to  Kirk  MlchaeL  153 

place  of  some  great  personage ;  and  the  na- 
tives imagine  that  much  treasure  lies  hidden 
under  it. 

Before  the  British  government  purchased  the 
royalty  of  the  island,  this  fortress  was  garrisoned 
by  troops  kept  in  pay  by  the  Lord  of  Man.  At 
the  time  of  the  aale^  were  removed  from  the  re- 
mains of  the  armoury  many  matchlock  mus- 
kets and  other  ancient  arms. 

St.  Germain's  is  described  by  Waldron  as  being 
richly  ornamented,  and  abounding  in  monumen- 
tal inscriptions.  At  present,  however,  there  is 
not  in  it  a  single  piece  of  carved  stone,  and 
scarcely  a  vestige  of  any  ancient  funeral  memo- 
randum. The  wliole  building  is  extremely  rui- 
nous, and  has  not  for  many  years  been  used  for 
any  other  purpose  than  a  burying- place.  Its 
dimensions  are  seventy  six  feet  by  twenty.  Be- 
neath the  eastern  part  of  it  is  the  ecclesiastical 
prison,  or  dungeon,  for  those  persons  who  were 
so  miserable  as  to  incur  the  spiritual  censure* 
The  descent  is  by  eighteen  steps  of  about  tea 
inches  each^  a  good  deal  broken,  winding  through 
a  dark  passage.  Th*e  dimensions  of  the  vault 
are  thirty  four  feet  by  sixteen.  The  bottom  is 
of^afth;  and  at  one  corner  are  the  remains  pf 
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a  well^  uncovered,  which  must  have  added 
greatly  to  the  dampness  of  the  place.  The  onlj 
light  or  air  is  admitted  through  a  small  hole  in 
the  wall. 

St.  Patrick's  church  stands  a  little  to  the  west- 
ward of  St.  Germain's;  all  the  buildings  here 
being  of  the  same  material.  Its  windows  have 
been  circular.  Nothing  but  the  walls  remain. 
Waldron  mentions  subterranean  cells  under  the 
churches,  respecting  which  I  could  not  obtain 
any  information  from  an  old  woman,  my  guide, 
except  the  report  that  there  were  such.  He  de- 
scribes them  thus  :  <^Some  of  them  have  nothing 
in  them  to  sit  or  lie  down  upon  ;  others,  a  small 
piece  of  brick-work;  some  of  them  are  lower 
and  more  dark  than  others,  but  all  of  them,  in 
my  opinion,  dreadful  enough  for  any  crime  hu- 
manity can  be  guilty  of;  though  it  is  supposed 
they  were  built  with  different  degrees  of  horror, 
that  the  punishments  might  be  proportionate  to 
the  faults  of  the  wretched  prisoners.  They  have 
not  been  made  use  of  since  the  times  of  po^f 
pery," 

The  castle  is  said  to  be  haunted  by  several 
apparitions,  among  which  is  that  of  Eleanor^ 
wife  to  Humphrey,  Duke  of  Gloucester,  uncle 
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to  Henry  the  Sixth.  She  was  confined  and  died 
here,  and  her  ghost  has  ever  since  been  nightlj 
heard  to  ascend  a  stone  slaircase^  leading  to  a 
little  house  upon  the  wall. 

Waldron  tells  the  following  curious  story  of 
an  apparition  in  the  shape  of  a  dog.     ''They  say 
that  an  apparition^  called  in  their  language  the 
mauthe  doogy  in  the  shape  of  a  large  black  spa- 
niel, with  curled  shaggy  hair,  was  used  to  haunt 
Peel  Castle ;    and  has  been  frequently  seen  in 
every  room^  but  particularly  in  the  guard  cham- 
ber, where,  as  soon  as  the  candles  were  lighted, 
it  came  and  lay  down  before  the  fire,  in  presencd 
of  all  the  soldiers,    who  at  length,  by  being  so 
much  accustomed  to  the  sight  of  it,   lost  «Teat 
part  of  the  terror  they  were  seized  with  at  its 
first  appearance.      They  still   however  retained 
a  certain   awe,  believing  it  to  be  an  evil  spirit 
which  waited  to  do  them  hurt ;    and  for  that 
reason    forbore  sweating  and   all  profane    dis- 
course while  in  its  company.     But  though  they 
endured  the  shock  of  such   a  guest  when  al- 
together, none  cared  to  be  left  alone  with  it 
It  being  the  custom  therefore  for  one  of  the  sol- 
diers to  lock  the  gates  of  the  castle  at  a  certain 
hour  and  carry  the  keys  to  the  Captain,  to  whose 
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apartment  the  way  led  through  a  churchy  they 
agreed  among  themselves  that  whoever  was  to 
succeed,  the  ensuing  nighty  his  fellow  on  this 
errand,  should  accompany  him  that  went  first, 
and  by  this  means  no  man  would  be  exposed 
singly  to  the  danger ;  for  the  maiithe  doog  was 
always. seen  to  come  out  from  that  passage  at 
the  close  of  day,  and  return  to  it  as  soon  as  the 
morning  dawned,  which  made  them  look  upon 
this  place  as  its  peculiar  residence. 

"One  night  a  fellow  being  drunk^  and,  by  the 
strength  of  his  liquor,  rendered  more  daring 
than  ordinary,  laughed  at  the  simplicity  of  his 
companions ;  and,  though  it  was  not  his  tarn 
to  go  with  the  keys,  would  needs  take  that  office 
to  testify  his  courage.  All  the  soldiers  endea- 
Youred  to  dissuade  him;  but  the  more  the^  said 
the  more  resolute  he  seemed,  and  swore  that  he 
desired  nothing  more  than  that  the  maiithe  doog 
would  follow  him  as  it  had  done  the  others;  for 
he  would  try  whether  it  was  dog  or  devil.  After 
having  talked  in  a  very  reprobate  manner  for 
some  time,  he  snatched  up  the  keys  and  went 
out  of  the  guard-room.  In  some  time  after  his 
departure  a  noise  was  heard ;  but  nobody  had  the 
boldness  to  see  what  occasioned  it,  till,  the  ad* 
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venturer  returning,  they  demanded  the  know* 
ledge  of  him;  but^  loud  and  noisy  as  he  had  been 
at  leaving  them^  he  was  now  become  sober  and 
silent  enough ;  for  he  was  never  heard  to  speak 
more  :  and  though  all  the  time  he  lived,  which 
was  three  days,  he  was  entreated  by  all  who  came 
near  him  either  to  speak,  or,  if  he  could  not  do 
that,  to  make  some  signs  by  which  they  might 
understand  what  had  happened  to  him;  yet  no- 
thing intelligible  could  be  got  from  him,  only 
that  by  the  distortion  of  his  limbs  and  features, 
it.  might  be  guessed  that  he  died  in  agonies^ 
greater  than  is  common  in  a  natival  death.  The 
maiithe  doog  was  however  never  seen  afterwards, 
nor  would  any  one  attempt  to  go  through  that 
passage ;  for  which  reason  it  was  closed  up  and 
another  way  made.  This  accident  I  heard  at- 
tested by  several,  but  especially  by  an  old 
soldier  who  assured  me  that  he  had  seen  the 
mauthe  doog  oftener  than  he  had  hairs  on  his 
head." 

Walter  Scott  alludes  to  this  tale  in  the  fol* 
lowing  lines  of  his  Lay  of  the  Last  Minstrel : 

**  But  none  of  all  the  astonish'd  train 
Were  so  dismay 'd  as  Doloraine : 
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His  blood  did  freeze^  his  brain  did  bum^ 
'Twas  fear'd  his  mind  would  ne'er  return ; 
For  lie  was  speechless,  g]inst:y,  wan. 
Like  him  of  whom  the  story  ran, 
That  spoke  the  spectre-hound  in  Man/' 

Peel  castle  is  oTcrlooked  by  a  contiguous  liill> 
called  Horse-hill,  rising  almost  immediately 
from  the  base  of  the  rock.  Were  the  walls  thick, 
it  could  never  have  sustained  a  long  siege  with 
the  enemy  in  possession  of  this  commanding 
eminence.* 

From  the  ruins  of  the  cathedral  was  stolen^ 
many  years  ago,  a  brass  plate  which  had  been 
placed  over  the  tombstone  of  Bishop  Samuel 
Rutter,  with  the  following  epitaph,  supposed  to 
have  been  written  by  himself: 

•*  In  hac  domo,  quam  a  vcmiiculis 
Mutuo  accepi  conrratribiis  nieis  ; 
Sub  ipe  resurreclionis  ad  titimi, 
Jaceo  Samuel  pcuiiissionc  diviua 
Episcopus  hujus  insula* :   siste,  lector, 
Vide  ac  ride  palatium  Episcopi. 

Ob.-SOnio  die  mensis  Mail,   1663.'' 

*  Having  now  finislied  the  account  of  Castle  Rushen, 
Bushen  Abbey,  and  Peel  Castle,  I  here  acknowledge  my  obli- 
gations to  Mr.  Grose  from  whose  accurate  descriptions  I  have 
little  deviated,  unless  obliged  so  to  do  by  the  devastations 
of  time.  For  several  parish  memorandums  I  am  indebted 
to  Mr.  Feltham. 
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In  the  town  of  Peel  is  an  excellent  but  very 
flmall  inn^  kept  by  Mr.  Long  from  Cuni- 
berland. 

The  Peel  river  accompanies^  on  the  right  hand 
side^  the  road  to  St.  John's.  About  two  miles 
from  Peel^  on  the  further  side  of  the  river  is  an 
uncultivated  hill ;  still  haunted  by  the  spirit 
of  a  murdered  witch.  She  does  not  appear  to 
mortal  eyes^  but  every  night  joins  her  lament 
tations  to  the  howling  of  the  wind.  The  truth 
of  Mank's  stories  depends  upon  the  faithfulness 
of  tradition.  The  island  was  much  celebrated 
for  its  fairies  and  its  witches.  The  poet  Collins 
calls  it  the  Elfin  land ;  and  Dr«  Langhorne  says 
it  is  the  only  place  in  the  world  where  one 
should  have  the  least  chance  of  meeting  with  a 
fairy.  The  women  were  so  much  given  to  witch- 
craft that  they  would  often  sell  wind  to  the  ma- 
riners^ inclosed  in  knots  of  thread.  If  only  a 
little  was  wanted  a  few  were  to  be  undone,  if 
much^  many.^ 

I  may  remark^  what  I  dare  say  has  been  re« 
marked  before^  that  a  wonder  of<en  gains  credit 
in  proportion  to  the  lapse  of  years.     Even  the 

♦  Hollinshed'8  CLroDicles. 
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cotemporaries  whom  history  or  poetry  record 
to  have  believed  in  or  actually  witnessed  miracles 
were  sometimes  seized  with  an  incomprehensible 
indifference  or  coldness^  and  attached  little  im- 
portance to  their  author.  Gibbon  says  that^ 
considering  the  number  of  miracles  wrought  in 
iaTour  of  iEneas^  he  sometimes  doubts  whether 
that  celebrated  hero  should  rather  have  been  call- 
ed impious  than  pious.  A  portion  of  the  same 
spirit  which  formerly  induced  nations  to  kill 
their  prophets  was  perhaps  exerted  in  the  pu- 
nishment of  witches. 

.  "Wherein  this  witch  offended  the  people  I 
could  not  learn.  She  shared  the  fate  of  Regulus^ 
was  put  into  a  barrel  with  spikes  inserted  round 
the  interior^  and  thus  by  the  weight  of  herself 
and  the  apparatus  rolled  from  the  top  of  the  hill 
to  the  bottom.  The  Manksman  who  related 
the  story  to  me  appeared  to  credit  it  himself. 

Three  miles  from  Peel  is  the  Tinwald  Mount, 
of  singular  appearance  and  unknown  antiquity, 
its  name  is  usually  derived  from  the  word  tin 
or  tingy  signifying  in  the  Danish  language  an 
assembly  of  .the  people,  or  court  of  justice ;  and 
toaldy  a  field  or  place,  or  possibly  fenced.  A 
modern  author  derives  it  from  the  British  words 
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tyng  M,nd  val,  signifying  'Uhejuridical  hiU/'  Tb^ 
way  up  the  mount  is  by  a  flight  of  ste^  of  turf 
on  the  eastern  side.  The  diameter  of  the  sum* 
mit  does  not  exceed  seven  feel  Rotuid  this,  aii4 
Ibree  feet  below  it,  is  an  annular  pl0t  about  fow 
feet  wide  ;  and  below  tbis>  anotber  six  feet  wide; 
and  below  this  anotber  still  wider*  Tbf  eir*- 
cumference  of  the  outer  circle  is  nearly  eighty 
yards;  all  the  angles  are  rounded  and/almost 
tile  whole  surface  is  of  tarf.  The  mount  is  kept 
clear  of  weeds^  and  is  pervaded  by  an  air  of 
neatness. 

At  a  little  distance  is  St.  John's  chapel,  re* 
tHiilt  about  twelve  years  since^  destitute' of  pews» 
and  used,  I  believe,  only  on  the  day  of  the  prp* 
nulgation  of  the  laws.  The  old  cbapel  was 
for  many  years  in  so  ruinous  a  condition  thi^ 
it  served  no  other  purpose  ikfoi  a  sheltering  place 
for  the  neighbouring  sheep,  driven  frojon  ik* 
open  plains  by  storms  or  noon  day  heats.  Whe** 
ther  the  annual  prayers  were,  during  this  period^ 
dispensed  with  or  read  dsewhere,  I  pmjiled  to 
inquire. 

Grose's  view  of  the  Tinwald  is  very  correct 
The  church  has  beee  rebuilt  as  ii  was  before,  eic*^ 
cept  that  a  tuiret  wid  a  bell  have  been  added- 
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Not  any  stone  by  way  of  fence  or  gate  port  vs 
now  Tirible. 

Leaving  on  our  right  the  Douglas  road^  we 
enter  a  solitary  dell,  two  miles  long.  The  sides 
are  lofty,  steep,  rocky,  and  barren.  From  ten 
to  twenty  yards  below  the  carriage  way  is  a  shal* 
low  river,  murmuring  over  the  pebbles;  and 
the  noise  \%  occasionally  increased  by  the  tribu- 
tary waters  of  a  mountain  torrent.  In  this  glen' 
is  one  cottage  with  a  little  garden ;  and  nature 
has  produced  one  tree,  a  stunted  o#k. 

The  first  village  that  we  come  to  is  the  plea- 
santly situated  one  of  Kirk  Michael,  in  a  parish 
of  its  own  name;  and  almost  contiguous  to  it" 
upon  the  shore  is  the  village  of  Glenwillian. 

The  church »  dedicated  to  the  Arch-angel,  is 
within  an  hundred  yards  of  the  inn.  Opposite 
the  entrapce  of  the  church  yard  stands  upright, 
forming  the  center  of  a  horse-block,  a  piece  of 
clay-«late,  seven  feet  high,  eighteen  inches  wide, 
and  between  four  and  five  inches  thick.  On  the 
side  furtfiest  from  the  church  is  engraved  a 
cross,  its  length  being  nearly  equal  to  that  of 
the  stone.  On  each  side  of  it  are  various  devices 
of  horses  and  riders,  and  of  stags  being  seized 
by  dogs.      The   other  side,    more  defaced,    is 
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Moaewhat  ^eUdht,  but  partakes  ot  the  same 
character.  On  the  upper  part  of  one  ec^  of 
the  stonej  and  on  the  right  hand^  is  th^  figure 
of  a  warrior  with  his  spear  and  shield^  and  be* 
tween  his  I^  a  cross.  On  the  same  edge  are 
Runic  characters.  To  shew  the  reader  how 
little  certain  knowledge  he  can  obtain  on  such 
subjects,  I  shall  insert  the  translation  of  them  bj 
two  antiquarians : 

''  Watter,  son  of  Thurulf,  a  knight  right 
valiant.  Lord  of  Frithu,  the  Father,  Jesus 
Christ." 

John  Prestwich^  fiart. 

"  For  the  sins  of  Ivalsir,  the  son  of  Dural^ 
this  cross  was  erected  by  his  mother  Aflride." 

Mr.  Beauford. 

» 

On  the  edge  of  a  stone  in  the  church-yard  is 
a  Runic  inscription^  thus  read  and  explained 
by  Mr.  Beauford: 

''  Uleifan  funtree  Gudean  nom  illean  Reinti 
crund:  son  sfitr  mel  muru  funtree  niis  tolirluf 
cetlancone^  ine.'' 

*' We  hope  to  live  through  the  holjr  name  of 
Ood ;  and  by  means  of  the  mystwious  tree  on 

MS 
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yfhidi  hit  Son  suffered  an  evil  death  our  florrowi 
shall  he  washed  awaj/' 

Colonel  Townlej  nxys  in  his  Journal  that  he 
found  on  the  outude  of  thi8-H:httrch-yafd  a  ve* 
nerahle  ston€;»  displaying  in  the  rude  chitsel* 
work  the  %wre  of  some  mighty  J>anish  chief 
in  complete  steel :  that  he  "  rescued  the  wor^f 
rior  from  hb  ignominious  conoeahnent,  took 
him  into  his  carriage^  and  couTeyed  Um  to 
more  respectable  quarters." 
'  Near  the  eastern  end  of  the  chnrch  is  the 
tomb-stone  of  Bishop  Wilson^  witii  this  in- 
scription : 

"  Sleeping  in  Jesus^ 

Here  lieth  the  body  of  Thomas  Wilson,  D.  D. 

Lord  Bishop  of  this  Isle; 

Who  died  March  7th,  1755,  aged  93, 

And  in  the  58th  year  of  his  consecration/' 

In  the  lower  part  of  the  stone  his  son.  Dr. 
Il'^ilson,  informs  the  reader  that  be  is  restrained 
by  the  express  commands  of  his  father  frommen*^ 
tioning  his  character  or  bestowing  praise,  and 
therefore  adds  no  more  Atan  one  expressive 
line: 

''  Let  this  Island  speak  the  rest." 

.  I«  this  imrish  is  the  pile  of  stones  called  CMr« 
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Viael,  probably  raised  in  commemoration  of 
some  ancient  chief. 

A  mile  from  Kirk  Midiael  is  the  Bishop's 
palace^  a  modern  building  without  state.  His 
Lordship's  domain  contains  between  three  and 
four  hundred  acres.  The  grounds  are  well 
wooded^  and^  besides  a  sea  view^  command  the 
luxuriant  land  of  the  northern  district. 

One  of  the  barrows  in  this  neighbourhood 
Chaloner  caiised  to  be  opened^  and  found  in  it 
fourteen  rotten  urns  or  earthen  pots^  placed 
with  their  mouths  downwards.  One  of  them^ 
neater  than  the  rest^  was  imbedded  in  fine  white 
sand^  but'  contained  nothing  more  than  a  few 
brittle  bones  having  apparently  passed  the  fire: 
no  ashes  were  discernible. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

I 

IPrcm  Kirk  Michael  to  Jlamsof,  Lasey,  Douglas: 
thence  to  Kirk  Marown. 

X  WO  miles  to  the  north*east  of  Kirk  Michael 
19  the  village  of  Ballaugh^  and  full  a  mile  fur- 
ther its  parish  churchy  one  of  the  three  rectories. 
The  name  in  Manks  signifies  mire  town,  and 
:nras^  according  to  Ghaloner>  given  to  this  vil- 
lage or  churchy  from  its4)eing  situated  in  a  place 
that  viras  formerly  a  bog. 

Balku^h  is  about  as  populous  as  Balasa.lla* 
It  has  manufactories  for  coarse  hats^  and  appears 
in  a  flourishing  condition.  At  a  newlj  esta- 
blished public;hoase^  I  found  tolerable  accom- 
modation for  the  night.  It'  is  ivithout  sign  or 
^ny  notice  of  what  may  be  foiind  within^  except 
"  Ropes  sold  here/'  written  in  large  characters. 
The  innkeepers'  charges  are  generally  quite  as 
high  as  might  be  expected  from  the  price  of 
provisions :  but  here  the  bill  for  a  supper  of  cold 
mutton^  a  pint  of  ale^  a  glass  of  brandy  and 
^ater^  bed^  and  breakfast/ amounted  to  no  more 
than  one  shilling  and  sixpence. 
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The  yane  upon  the  top  of  Ballaugh  church 
has  the  date  of  17 17 :  the  building  itself  is  rather 
older. 

A  good  deal  of  bog  land  and  some  rabbit  war« 
rens  are  in thisparish. 

Two  miles  further  and  nearly  half  a  mile  from 
the  point  of  land^  which  bears  its  name>  is  Kirk 
Jurlyl 

Few  monumental  inscriptions  of  this  island 
are  in  any  other  language  than  Latin  or  English. 
In  this  church*jard  is  the  following  epitaph : 

**  Exu.  dom.  Gul.  Tear  Ludimagist.  de  Peel.  SepuK 
Jul.  5^  1756,  sn.  at.  74.  Epit  loco  Gul.  Tesr,  author, 
scripto. 

Mois  heu!  poena  quidem  tamen  est  certissima  vitae^ 

Janua  felicia  deoique  lieta  piis. 

Me  licet  hie  retinent  pro  tempore  vincula  mortis, 

Spes  tamen  in  Christo  non  moritura  maneu 

In  Christt  mentis  patrisque  dementis  amore 

Est  humilis  mea  spes,  hue  moriorque  fide. 

Tu  Deus  ipse  meum  cor  scis  secretaque  cordis, 

Obscuri  cui  non  abdita  quaque  patent. 

Hie  nihil  optari  dignum  est,  heu!  omnia  vana: 

£i^  beata  veni,  vanaque  vita  vale." 

The  church-jard  is  on  high  ground  and  affords 
a  good  Tiew  of  England^  Scotland^  and  Ireland. 
It  includes  a  barrow,  devoted  once  more  to  its 
former  use.     This  parish  contains  several  other 
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barrotrs^  and  much  bog-land  iatersected  by  the 
Gtnrragh  drain. 

A  cross  road  leads  to  Kirk  Bride^  situated  fi?e 
ailes  from  Ramsey>  and  rather  more  than  two 
from  the  point  of  Ayre.  The  church  is  dedi- 
cated to  St.  Bri^et :  it  is  the  second  rectory  we 
have  come  io,  but  has  no  parsonage-house.  In 
the  church-yard  are  some  Runic  characters  upon 
a  Atone  cross^  thus  translated  by  Mr.  Beauford : 

^'  The  son  of  U)f,  of  the  Swedes,  erected 
this  cross  to  the  warrior  Afterarin^  the  soa  of 
Cunnu." 

At  the  point  the  land  lies  very  low ;  and  the 
shallowness  of  the  water  for  a  long  way  out  at 
sea  has  been  the  cause  of  many  a. shipwreck. 

Kirk  Andreas  lies  between  Bride  and  Ram- 
sey. It  is  a  rectory  and  archdeaconry.  The 
old  churchy  the  oldest  parish  church  upon  the 
island^  being  in  a  very  ruinous  condition^  was 
pulled  down  about  eight  years  ago ;  and  the 
present  building  erected  on  its  site. 

Near  a  seat  called  Balahurry  is  an  old  encamp- 
ment^ formed^  as  Colonel  Townley  conjectures, 
in  the  civil  wars  by  the  troops  of  Oliver  Crom*^ 
well.  It  is  reckoned  the  most  complete  of  any 
of  that  ttn,  and  to  be  in  a  well  chosen  situa^ 
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tioH.  It  is  sufronnded  by  a  wide  foose^  and  has 
a  bastion  at  each  of  the  four  corn^s.  The  ia- 
teraal  square  is  sufficiently  sunk  to  secure  the 
troops  frcNon  the  enemy's  fire.  There  is  no  breach 
in  the  works. 

The  churches  of  BaUangh^  Jurly,  and  An- 
dreas>  being  situated  on  eleyated  ground,  are 
all  of  thran  discernible  from  the  high  road  be- 
tween BishopVcourt  and  Ramsey.  The  inter* 
mediate  land  being  flat  is  marshy  in  winter 
time. 

On  our  approach  to  Ramsey  we  cross  the 
8elly  river  by  a  stone  bridge  of  three  arches^  one 
hujidred  and  eighty  feet  long,  including  the 
abutments,  and  twelve  feet  wide. 

Ramsey  is  a  stra^ling  town,,  about  as  large  as 
Peel:  It  acquires  some  importance  from  being 
the  seat  of  the  adndnistration  of  justice  for  the 
northern  district.  A  new  court  of  law  was  built 
here  six  or  ei^t  years  ago,  but  is  not  kept  in 
good  repair.  It  abounds  with  broken  panes  of 
glass;  stopped  up  with  pieces  of  old  tea-chests. 
The  bay  is  spacious,  and  secure  from  any  wind 
not  blowing  directly  onshore.  The  harbour  is 
bad  and  nmch  chdLed  up  by  sand.    A  pier  runs 
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a  few  hundred  feet  out  to  tea,  and  is  terminated 
by  a  light-house.  Several  cannons  lie  scattered 
about;  but  here^  as  in  other  places^  they  are^ 
for  the  most  part^  without  carriages^  and  in 
their  present  state  altogether  unfit  for  use. 

Near  the  town  is  a  protestant  chapel^  built 
upon  the  foundation  of  an  old  Romish  one. 

There  is  only  one  inn  here.  It  is  kept  by  a 
Mr.  Smithy  a  very  civil  man>  who  is  usually 
drunk  every  day^  and  in  this  state  utters  loudly, 
with  little  intermission^  the  most  horrible  oaths. 
The  evening  on  which  I  was  there,  his  wife 
found  great  difficulty  to  get  him  to  bed ;  and,  in 
order  to  gain  her  end,  promised  to  bring  him 
another  glass  of  brandy  when  he  should  be  fairly 
in.  Whether  she  cajoled  him  or  not  I  cannot 
tell ;  but  after  he  was  in  his  room  I  heard  him 
rave  desperately,  and  talk  of  murdering  every 
body  in  the  house.  I  ought  to  add,  that  be  is 
not,  in  his  mad  fits,  considered  dangerous,  being 
charged  with  powder,  biit  not  shot*  Even  the 
report  of  a  gun  is  unpleasant  to  weak  nerves. 

Two  miles  from  Ramsey  on  the  Kiric  Michael 
road  is  Kirk  Christ  Lezayre^  a  church  on  a  de^ 
clivity,  with  trees  about  it ;  a  rural  spot.     Cha* 
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loner  can  find  no  better  derivation  of  its  name^ 
than  its  situation  in  a  sharp  air^  the  word  in 
Manks  having  this  signification. 

On  a  stone  in  the  church-jard  is  this  parodj 
of  two  lines  of  Virgil : 

«  Quam  veniente  die,  quam  discedente  requiro, 
£t  meam  moriens  reminiscer  uxorem/' 

In  an  old  register  of  this  parish  is  the  follow- 
ing curious  memorandum  without  date. 

''  One  Robert  Cottier's  wife  was  delivered  of 
a  child,  which  was  baptized  upon  the  Monday ; 
and  she  came  to  be  churched  upon  the  Wed- 
nesday next  after:  and  after  returning  home  she 
fell  in  labour,  and  was  delivered  of  another 
child,  and  came  to  be  churched  upon  the  Satur- 
day next  after,  in  the  same  week:  churched 
twice  in  the  same  week.     This  I  testify  to  be 

truth. 

Edi^  Crow,  Minister/' 

% 

I  find  by  Chaloner  that,  in  the  year  1653, 
there  was  an  Edmond  Crow,  minister  of  this 
parish. 

Not  far  from  the  church  the  remains  of  a 
copse  of  hazel  trees  are  still  visible.  Several  gen- 
tlemen's seats  with  trees  about  them  are  in  the 
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Beighbourbood :  the  yegetation  is  laxariuif: 
manj  apple  orchards  skirt  the  road:  and  the 
stone  or  mud  fenees  freqaentlj  gm  way  to  the 
more  useful  and  ornamental  quickset,  Lezieiyre 
parish  being  very  extensire,  is  embraced  by 
Ikfichaet  Ballaugh^  Jurly,  Andreas^  Bride, 
Maughold^  Lonan,  Oncan,  and  Braddon* 

In  going  from  Ramsey  to  Maugbold  we  leave 
North  Barrule  on  the  right.  By  the  road-side 
near  Port-Ie»yoillen  is  a  stone  of  considerable 
antiquity,  with  five  raised  balls  upon  it,  and 
other  devices,  being  about  six  feet  long  and 
three  wide. 

Maugbold  head  is  an  abrupt  promontory 
terminated  by  a  bold  cliflT.  Underneath  some 
moss-coverM  rocks  was  a  spring  called  St« 
Maughold's  Well>  much  resorted  to  for  the  sup- 
posed medicinal  virtues  of  its  waters ;  and  for 
the  fecundity  which  they  imparted  to  women« 
when  sitting  in  the  saint's  chair  to  drink  them. 
The  name  of  this  village  is  derived  from  one  of 
the  early  bishops  of  the  island. 

The  church,  in  dimension  seventy-two  feet 
by  seventeen,  extravagant  proportions  evell  for 
Man,  stands  in  the  center  of  five  acres  of  grass, 
interspersed  with   grave*stones.     The    Maafcg 
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ckurch-yards  have  not  the  neatness  of  those  of 
Walep ;  and  the  mourofui  yew  is  rarely,  tf  ever* 
to  be  seen.  Near  the  entrance  to  this  is  a  pillar 
of  unhewn  clay-slate,  about  seven  feet  high,  the 
center  of  a  horse-block.  Three  of  its  sides  re- 
present our  Saviour  in  three  states — ^of  birth, 
passion^  and  crucifixion.  The  fourth  side  is 
simply  ornamented  with  a  sprig  of  oak.  That 
it  refers,  as  Robertson  conjectures,  to  8L  Muvtg^ 
hold  and  St.  Bridget  is  highly  improbable. 

Nearly  *t;wo  mtles  on  this  side  of  Laxey  is  a 
turning  towards  Snawfel.  The  prospect  from 
ilB  Mfluait  condirines  the  advantages  of  the  tw» 
Barroles ;  and  from  its  central  situation  includes 
a  larger  portion  of  Manks  territory.  The  situa^ 
lion  of  it  is  said  indeed  to  he  the  center  of  the 
Bntiflli  dominioni,  whence  aU  of  them  may  be 
plainly  disc^ned. 

Lazey  is  a  place  of  little  trade,  being  com« 
posed  of  not  more  than  thirty  cottages.  It  has 
only  one  shop^  apparently  very  ill  supplied,  and 
two  public  booses.  For  butcher's  meat  and 
many  other  articles  of  convenience  the  inhabit- 
Imts  send  weekly  to  Douglas.  The  herring 
dSshery  of  ihh  place  is  not  very  considerable; 
and  the  present  scarcity  of  salmon  is  attributed 
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to  the  water  from  the  copper-mmes.    The  riT^'i 
banks  are  high  and  steep ;  and  in  some  places 
well  planted  with  trees.    A  little  way  up  the 
Talley  is  a  flax^pinning  mill  upon  a  construe* 
tton  similar  to  that  of  Messrs.   Moores  near 
Douglas.     The  water  is  kept  up  by  an  embank^ 
ment  of  stone^  over  which  salmon^  in  the  spawn* 
ing  seasoUy  were  often  seen  to  leap. .  Trout 
abound  in  Laxey  river.     Miibourn,  wl^o  keeps 
a  public-house  near  the  bridge^  a  miner,  a  fish* 
erman,  and  a  very  civil  man,  will  readily  inform 
the  stranger  where  are  the  best  spots  for  ai^ling, 
furnish  him  with  flies  of  his  own  making;  and, 
I  dare  say>  if  asked,  partake  his  sport.     La^ey 
bridge  is  very  narrow,  and  apparently  ancient. 

Lonan,  the  parish  church,  is  a  mile  from  the 
village.  Its  name  is  a  corruption  of  Lomanus, 
the  saint  to  whom  it  is  dedicated,  a  son  of  Tigris, 
sister  to  St.  Patrick,  and  the  first  bishop  of 
Trim  in  Ireland. 

In  the  year  1786,  two  hundred  and  thirty- 
seven  pieces  of  silver  were  found  in  this  parish  by 
a  person  digging;  and  several  others  had  been 
previously  discovered. 

Nearly  two  miles  on  the  Douglas  side  of 
Laxey  near  the  road,  are  about  twelve  ston^ 
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placed  in  &  ifdrm  some^vhat  oval.  Just  beyond 
the  oval,  and  at  one  end  of  it,  facing  N.N.  E. 
arc  two  stones  six  feet  high,  one  of  which  is 
cloven  from  top  to  bottom :  the  other  stones  are 
from  two  to  three  feet  high.  The  mount  on 
which  they  all  stand  is  thre$  or  four  feet  high. 
The  center  of  the  mount  has  an  excavation,  seven 
feet  long,  three  feet  wide  for  about  one-third  of 
the  length,  and  two  feet  for  the  remainder.  The 
stones  are  of  hard  clay-slate.  The  landlady's 
daughter  at  Laxey  gave  me  the  following  tradi- 
tionary story  of  them :  The  proprietor  of  the 
land  on  which  they  rest  being  desirous  of  re- 
moving them,  took  some  labourers  to  effect  his 
purpose;  Being  arrived  at  the  stones,  and  look- 
ing back,  he  saw  his  house  on  fire,  and  conse- 
quently returned  in  haste.  Having  arrived  at 
home  he  found  his  house  as  it  should  be,  bqt 
saw  the  stones  on  fire.  The  man  was  too  wise 
to  disregard  so  clear  an  omen ;  and  the  stones 
have  ever  since  remained  undisturbed.  The 
natives  do  not  seem  to  form  even  a  conjecture  of 
their  original  use,  nor  ever  to  have  heard  of  such 
beings  as  Druids. 

Oncan  is  k  village  rather  more  than  two  miles 
from  Douglas.     The  church    is  dedicated   to 
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Onca^  the  mother  of  St.  Patrick.  In  the  church^ 
yard  are  usually  buried  the  deceased  aliens  of 
Douglas.  From  the  high  ground  of  this  parish 
and  from  Clayhead,  are  fine  views  of  the  sea^ 
usually  enlivened  by  coal  brigs  trading  between 
Cumberland  and  Dublin,  knd  of  smaller  Tessels 
sailing  in  or  out  of  Douglas  harbour. 

From  Oncan  to  Douglas  is  a  pleasant  walk 
over  the  sands.  We  approach  them  by  a  moun- 
tain cascade,  which  some  years  ago  turned  the 
wheel  of  a  corn  mill,  now  burned  down ;  and 
further  on^  pass  another  somewhat  similar^  both 
being  destitute  of  trees  or  bushes. 

Being  returned  from  the  promised  excursion, 
I  have  now  only  to  conduct  the  reader  through 
the  inland  parish  of  Marown,  intersected  by  the 
road  from  Douglas  to  St.  John's.  The  church 
is  situated  oil  its  southern  side,  five  miles  from 
Douglas  and  six  from  Peel.  The  road  is  very 
pleasant,  and  one  part  of  it  is  over  a  rising 
ground,  called  Lhiaght  y  Kinny,  the  Grave  of 
Kinny,  who  is  said  to  have  attempted,  for  a 
trifling  wager,  to  run  stark  naked,  on  a  very 
snowy  winter's  day,  from  Douglas  to  BishopV 
court  and  back,  and  who,  on  returning,  fell  down 
dead  on  this  spot. 
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Two  lines  of  an  epitaph  are^ 

^  No  debts,  no  laws  obliged  him  to  fly 
From  the  dear  land  of  his  nativity.'* 

The  subject  of  the  poetry  was  an  Irishman. 

Nearly  0[tposite  the  turning  to  Kirk  Marown 
are  the  walls  of  Old  Kirk,  formerly  called  St. 
Trinion%  said  to  haye  been  erected  in  conse- 
quence  of  a  vow  made  by  a  sbip-wrecked  person. 
The  present  ruinous  state  of  the  building  is 
ascribed  to  the  malice  of  some  unlucky  demons 
who,  for  want  of  better  employment,  amused 
themselves  with  throwing  off  the  roof.  A  great 
quantity  of  Adiantum^  maiden-hair,  grows 
about  the  walls* 
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OM    THE  CONSTITUTION    AND    LAWS    OF    THE    ISLi; 
OF  MAN. 


CHAPTER  I. 

On  the  Constitution. 

X  HE  nature  of  the  constitution  of  a  country 
is  known  by  the  powers  and  acknowledged  rights 
of  the  people.  If  these  have  no  share,  by  re- 
presentation or  otherwise,  in  any  l^slative  or 
juridical  concerns,  the  constitution  is  despotic, 
whether  there  is  one  or  more  governors^  or  whe- 
ther the  country  itself  is  under  the  subjection  of 
a  foreign  power.  As  the  people  acquire  a  voice 
in  making  or  executing  a  law,  the  constitution 
becomes  mixed ;  and  when  they  have  obtained 
an  exclusive  voice,  it  is  democratical.  I  pass 
over  aristocracies,  polygarchies,  oligarchies,  and 
hierarchies,  whether  Druidical,  Christian,  or  of 
any  other  religious  sect,  because  they  may  be,  and 
often  are,   as  arbitrary  as  an  absolute  monarchy. 

n8 
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Before  I  speak  of  the  present  constitutiop  of 
the  Isle  of  Man^  I  will  apquaint  the  reader  with 
whatever  I  have  been  able  to  discover^  respect* 
ing  the  rights  which  the  inhabitants  h^ve  ac? 
quired  or  lost/  during  the  lapse  of  ages. 

Tradition  traces  this  island  to  the  government 
of  the  Druids,  bloody  tyrants,*  who  endeavoured 
to  conceal  their  despotism,  as  has  been  too  often 
the  practice  in  modern  days,  pnder  the  mask  of 
religion.  Whether  this  nation  was  then  de? 
pendent  on  ^ny  other  we  are  not  informed. 

When  Druidism  was  overthrown,  and  when 
the  people  were  fint  subdued  by  a  tribe  of  nerr 
thern  jiiarbari^s^  we  can  only  conjecture.  Nei- 
ther Cfesar,  Ptolemy^  nor  Pliny  pver  visited  this 
place ;  Uiey  do  not  afppear  ever  to  hwt  seen  & 
native  or  inhabitant ;  what  they  relnte  of  it  is 
founded  upon  hear-say ;  andvre  can  learn  little 
morpfromth^m^  except  that  it  existed  in  thcirtuE-3. 

It  is  generi^ly  admUtedj  but  without  ranch 
foundation^  that  the  wonder-working  St.  Pa- 
trick, the  tutelary  saint,  of  Scotland  and  of  Ire- 
land, c^Averted  ^hi^  island  to  Christianity  about 

*  ■  ■  -  Excisique  luci/  saevis  superetitionibus  sacri :  naxi) 
prijwre  captiTO  adolere  aras,  et  hominum  fibrb  consulere 
deosi  fas  hah^bant    Tacilusb  Ann.  }ib»  14,  c*  80. 
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tile  Iniddle  of  die  fourth  cenbatj.  It  is  not  to 
be  rappoaed  that  theepinians  of  a  whole  riatioii^ 
particukrly  on  a  subject  to  which  people,  if 
not  bigoiCbd/  are  iiHuall^r  .cealously  attached, 
ireligioni  should  be  suddtinly  changed.  The 
tradition  is  therefore  worthy  of  credit  that  the 
Druids  retained  much  of  their  poorer  for  a  con- 
s^erablf!  time  aftcrward^^  add  were  obl^d  t6 
ji/f1d^)b$:;^i4yjgya4u»l^  to  vthe  new. race    of 


In  the  t^nth  c^tinrj  it  was  taken  bj  Orrj^  a 
Danish  prince f  And  till  (his  reign  it  dees  not 
appear  that  the  people  had  the  least  share  in  thd. 
government  He  conquered  also  the  Orcades 
and  I^ebrid^i  and  gave  directiona  that  the  in-^ 
habitfiats  of  Mail  sh<wld  i[;hdose;  sixteen  repie^ 
seiit%^yi|SA^^and  the  .opt-isl^s  eight,  to  assist  him 
in  t^  g^Yerntqent*  Tliis  was  an  act  of  policy* 
in  Orry«  and  .ftbtaipcd  the  object  of  his  wuh,  a 
reign  undistiyrb^qd^  by  domestic  eommotionJ 
These  representatiyes  were  called  Taxiaxes^  sig-r 
nijEyii^  pledges  or  bostagei ;  biit^.  £>r  ithat  time 
they  were  fA^^tei,  though  most .  probably  for 
life )  what  poMr4r  was  granted  to  Atem ;  or  how 
long  the  institution  itself  .  lasted,  are  poinis 
which  we  are  without  the  means  of  ascertaining. 
Their,  name^   indeed,    would  imply  that  they 
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had  no  ^ower  at  all^  but  were  merely  hostage^^ 
taken  from  different  piurts  of  the  country  to  en- 
sure its  allegiance. 

Although' Macon^  a  subsequent  king  of  the 
same  century>  acknowledged  subjection  to  the 
English  throne^  \re  have  no  reason  to  suppose 
that  its  internal  government  was  altered. 

Very  soon  afterwards^  in  the  year  1066,  it 
was  conquered  by  a  Norwegian  subject;  all 
the  lands,  southward  of  the  mountain  ridge, 
were  seized  by  the  conquerors ;  and  all,  north- 
tirard,  confirmed  to  the  inhabitants,  as  a  condi- 
tion of  the  peace,  (n  1098,  the  King  of  Nor- 
way took  possession  of  it,  but  generally  governed 
it  by  a  feudal  lord.  From  1066  to  1870,  the 
transactions  of  which  period  are  related  in  the 
Chronicon  Manniae,  no  mention  is  made  of  the 
Taxiaxes  or  House  of  Keys;  or  of  any  share 
which  the  people  had  in  the  government.  We 
have,  on  the  contrary,  every  reason  to  believe 
that  it  was  an  absolute  monarchy.  Under  a  go- 
vernment so  arbitrary  that  the  monarch  claimed 
and  took  possession  of  the  landed  property, 
granting  it  to  his  followers  on  his  ovm  condi- 
tions, it  was  not  to  be  expected  that  the  previous- 
ly existing  laws  v^ould  be  mucb^  if  at  all^  at^ 
tended  to. 
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From  the  jear  1870^  in  ^hich  it  was  taken 
by  Alexander,  King  of  Scotland,  to  the  reign 
of  Edward  the  Third,  who  assisted  Montacute 
to  wrest  it  from  that  nation,  we  are  equally  in 
the  dark  respecting  its  internal  polity.  What^ 
ever  power  might  be  granted  to  the  people  in 
the  execution  of  the  laws,  it  is  not  probable  that 
they  had  any  voice  in  making  them.  The  House 
of  Keys  seems  to  have  been  in  existence,  during 
at  least  the  latter  part  of  this  period,  but  to 
have  had  its  jurisdiction  confined  to  the  deter- 
mining of  the  laws,  and  to  the  petitioning  of 
the  lord  for  new  ones :  not  to  the  enacting  of 
them. 

It  appears  by  one  of  the  early  statutes,  that  the 
Keys  and  the  Commons  of  Man  were  accustomed 
to  be  present  at  the  proclamation  of  a  law,  and 
in  fact  formed  part  of  the  Tynwald  Court ;  but 
Ijudge  that  they  came  to  hear  and -consent  ra- 
ther than  to  debate  or  dissent.^     It  is  not  how- 

^  **  A  Court  of  all  the  Commons  of  Man,  holden  at  Tin* 
wald,  before  Henry  Byron,  Lieutenant  of  Man,  upon  Thurs* 
day  next  after  the  feast  of  St  Mary,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord 
God  1429;  in  the  which  William  Scarffe,  William  Yveno, 
John  Reade,  Jenkin  M^Qualtrough,  John  Nelson,  Gubon 
Quanty,  Ffinloe  M'Key,  Jenkin  Lucas  for  Jenkin  M'Nyne, 
Patrick    M*John,  Andrew  M^John,     Gubon    M^Kissage, 
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ever  improbable  that  the  Keys  signed  the  laws.* 
The  preamble  of  the  statute-book  states  that  the 
l«ws  then  extant  were  made^  not  only  with  the* 
consent  of  the  lord^  barons^  deemstersj  and  offi- 
cers^ but  also  of  the  tenants^  inhabitants  and 
commons  of  the  land.t  I  suppose  the  case  to 
be^  that  the  }ast  mentioned  classes  did  not  dissent 
Perhaps  most  of  those^  present  at  the  proclam**^ 
tion^  gave  a  cheer. 

When  the  Deemsters'  authority  commenced^ 
we  cannot  tell;  it  was  only  a  branch  of  des* 
potism*  ' 

There  were  no  written  laws  till  the  time  of 

William  M< Alexander,  Richard  M'Cowen,  Donald  k'Co- 
nane,  Peter  M^Quiggin,  Gubon  Gillander,  Germot  M'Mar- 
tin,  Gubon  M^Cupnereey  with  the  rest  of  hia  feUows." 
Statute  book. 

*  **  In  the  same  court  all  these  laws  of  Man  are  confirmed 
by  Sir  John  Stanley,  by  the  grace  of  God,  King  of  Man 
and  the  Isles,  md  by  the  best  of  the  Commons  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  that  is  to  say,  William  Scarffe ;  Raynold  Stevenson, 
And  others.*'     Stotute,  dated  1422. 

f  ^'  In  this  book  ensueth  diverse  ordinances,  statutes,  and 
customs,  presented,  reputed,  and  used  for  laws  in  the  land 
of  Man,  that  were  ratified,  approved,  and  confirmed,  as  well 
by  the  Honourable  Sir  John  Stanley,  Knight,  .King  and 
Lord  of  the  same  land,  and  diverse  others,  his  predecessors, 
as  by  all  barons,  deemsters,  officers,  tetumts,  inhabitants, 
and  commons  of  the  saaie  land/*  Be^ttiiiif  of  the  Statute^ 
book,  no  date* 


On  the  Constitution.  185 

Michael  Blundell ;  and  all  that  I  can  learn  of 
him  or  them  is  this  expression  in  the  statute- 
hook,  being  an  answer  of  the  Deemsters  and 
twenty  four  Keys^  chiefly  on  points  of  law,  put 
to  them  by  Sir  John  Stanley,  A.  D.  1432 : 
''  And  as  to' the  writing  of  laws,  there  was  neyer 
any  written  since  King  Orry's  days,  but  in  the 
time  of  Michael  Blundell,  that  we  have  know- 
ledge of/' 

At  this  time  it  was  declared  by  the  deemsters 
.and  twenty  four  Keys  that  the  twenty  four  Keys 
were  not  a  necessary  part  of*  the  government, 
but  were  dependant  upon  the  Lord's  pleasure. 
This  declaration^  and  other  grievances  occasion- 
*  ed  so  much  discontent  among  the  people,  that 
the  Governor  in  one  assault  narrowly  escaped 
with  life.  It  was  deemed  prudent  to  temper 
rather  than  resist  this  spirit ;  and^  in  the  year 
1430,  the  Governor  assembled  six  men  chosen 
by  the  people  from  each  of  the  six  sheadings^  or 
divisions  of  the  island,  and  from  each  of  the  six 
elected  four.  The  twenty  four  were  sworn  into 
office,  and  proceeded  to  try  offences. 

This  was  a  dawning  of  liberty,  quickly  over- 
cast by  the  representatives  themselves.  So  little 
idea  had  they  of  any  permanent  system  of  go- 
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vernment^  grounded  in  part  upon  democratic 
principles,  that^  as  soon  as  any  member  died^ 
the  majority  of  the  remainder  proceeded  to  elect 
another.  This  establishment^  however  imper- 
fect^ proved^  nevertheless  to  be  a  great  check 
to  the  encroachments  of  the  Lord,  and  was  of 
great  service  to  the  country. 

In  such  a  small  territory  as  the  Isle  of  Man^ 
its  inhabitants  being  nearly  ignorant  of  com- 
merce, new  laws  were  seldom  requisite ;  and  we 
cannot  tell^  whether  a  legislative  power  was  in- 
tended at  this  period  to  be  given  to  the  House 
of  Keys.  The  first  new  law  after  this  sera  was 
in  1609,  ( unless,  indeed,  the  Lord's  resolutions 
of  1593,  confirmed  by  the  Council  and  Keys  be 
so  termed,)  when  the  Keys  were  consulted  upon 
the  subject.*  The  oppressive  declaration  had 
never  been  retracted,  or  qualified.  Although 
they  were  not  'then  the  representatives  of  the 

*  In  the  statute  of  1609,  they  are  all.  namedy  and  the 
preamble  runs  thus : 

«  Castle  Rushen,  \(Hh  Oct.  1609- 
At  an  assembly  of  the  lieutenant  and  other  the '  officers, 
with  the  twenty  four,  called  the  keys  of  the  land,  for  the 
consulting  and  determining  of  matters  concerning  the  state 
of  the  land,  there  was  these  statutes  'ensuing  made  and 
enact^'' 
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people,  but  a  self-elected  body,  they  henceforth 
obtained  a  voice  in  the  making  of  most  laws ; 
and  the  preamble  of  this,  and  nearly  all  the  fu- 
ture statutes  mention  the  consent  of  the  Lord, 
the  Lord's  Council  or  officers.  Deemsters  and 
twenty  four  Keys.  At  the  same  time  it  appears 
remarkable  that  several  arbitrary  orders  of  James 
Lord  Strange,  in  1636,  did  not  occasion,  as  far 
as  we  know,  any  complaint;  and  that  the  Keys 
did  not  consient  to,  or  remonstrate  against  a  mo- 
ney-bill before  the  year  1736. 

In  the  reign  of  Orry  the  constitution  originat- 
ed. It  quickly  died  away:  it  revived:  it  was 
strengthened  in  the  fifteenth  century :  it  arrived 
at  its  zenith  in  the  eighteenth  century ;  but  is 
now  too  much  blended  with  the  English  govern- 
ment to  retain  any  independence  of  its  own. 

The  powers  and  limitations  of  the  different 
parts  of  the  government  of  Man  seem  never  to 
have  been  well  defined;  and,  in  the  legislative 
functions,  to  have  been  subject  to  considerably 
variations.  I  shall  now  speak  of  them  sepa- 
rately. 

The  sovereign  was  formerly  a  feudal  lord,  and 
possessed  much  power  over  his  subjects,  claiming 
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their  services  nX  all  times.*  How  much  powei' 
was  vested  in  him^  wben  the  coastitution  catne 
to  be  more  settled^  was  not  agreed  upon  by  ou^ 
greatest  English  lawyers ;  8ome>  and  amoogst 
them  Lord  Coke^  giving'  to  himj  nvt^only  judi« 
cial^  but  l^sUtive  authority ;  and  others  al^ 
lowing  to  him^  in  the  latter  capacity^  no  more 
than  a  negative  upon  proposed  laws,  Chalpner 
seems  to  have  imbibed  the  former  opinion ;  for 
he  says^  in  the.  dedication  of  his  work  to  Lord 
Fairfax^  ''There  is  put  into  your  hands  the 
exercising  of  a  legislative  as  well  as  ministerial 
authority  in  an   eminent  degree."    Such  as  em- 

'     •      f 

*  Extracts  from  the  beginning  of  the  Statute-book,  with« 
out  either  date  or  signature :       •     • 

'*  Regulations.-^First,  that  watch  aadward  be  kept  tlirough 
your  land  as  it  ought,  upon  piain  of  life  iwd  lyme ;  f(ir|«  y^o^ 
soever  fails  any  night  in  his  ward  forfeit^th  a  wethei-  to.the 
warden;  and  to  the  warden  the  secoiod  .night  a  cowe;  and 
the  third  night,  life  and  lyme  tolhe  lord.  >  •      > 

*^  And,  to  charge'  all  manner  of  men  to' be  ready  at  your 
calling,  upon  pain  of  life  and  lyme. 

**  Also,  touching  the  oarriag'o  of  your  turV^^  '«I1  your  te-^ 
nanU  of  your  sii^  ^headi^^  oi^ght^  by  .quit^  liirva»«tp  carry  your 
turves  to  your  places  as  ple^xseth  you  to' have'  them,  with  all 
other  carriages,  suits  and  services,  that  are  needfsl  to  you, 
within  yo^  land  of  Mant  for  it  is  use  and  custom  of  long 
time/' 
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]t)race  ihU  opinion  maintain  that  the  authority 
of  the  House  of  Keys  was  formerly  only  judicial. 
The  report  of  his  Majesty's  commissioners^  ap- 
pointed in  ^799,  without  throwidg  much  light 
upon  the  subject^  sertes  only  to  confirm  our 
doubts ;  for  there  we  are  told  that  "  the  laws, 
enacted  in  the  fifteenth  and  sixteenth  centuries 
appear  to  have  been  prescribed  by  such  different 
powers^  or  combinations  of  power^  that^  as 
precedents  for  the  exercise  of  legislative  autho- 
rity, they  can  have  little  weight."  It  is,  how- 
^ver^  certain  that^  since  the  act  of  settlement 
of  170S,  and  probably  for  a  long  time  before, 
the  exertion  of  his  Lordship's  or  of  his  lieutenant's 
l^islative  authority  extended  no  further  than 
a  veto.  Subsequently  to  this  period,  there  has  been 
no  other  change  than  the  sale  of  the  regalities, 
and  certain  revenues  to  the  King  of  England, 
consequently  Lord,  of  the  island ;  and  the  inter- 
ference of  the  English  legislature  relative  to  the 
custom-house  department. 

The  right  of  selling  a  royalty  pre-supposes 
that  the  nation  is  composed  of  slaves ;  that  the 
tenure  of  a  king  is  an  absolute  property,  not  a 
trust.  IVhat  would  be  thought  of  the  King  of 
England^s  selling  his  royaltieii  to  Buonaparte  ? 
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That  the  Duke  of  Athol  was  a  lord^  subject  to 
the  king,  may  be  some  extenuation ;  but^  to 
alienate  the  public  revenue  of  a  nation  seems  a 
great  stretch  of  despotic  power. 

The  King  of  England  has  the  appointment 
of  all  the  military ;  and  all  the  chief  civil  officers. 
He  alone  has  the  power  of  pardoning  criminals ; . 
and  may  in  council  hear,  and  finally  determine, 
all  appeals  from  the  decision  of  the  Governor 
or  of  the  Keys.  His  consent  is  necessary  to  the 
passing  of  all  laws.  Since  the  rejection  of  the 
bill  for  triennial  parliaments  by  King  William, 
no  English  King  has  refused  his  assent  to  any 
bill  which  had  passed  the  Lords  and  Commons. 
With  respect  to  the  Manks  legislature  the  same 
scrupulosity  is  not  observed.  In  the  year  1798 
several  bills  were  returned  altered  to  the  Keys, 
one  of  which,  in  its  new  form,  they  rejected. 

The  Governor  holds  his  office,  by  his  Majesty's 
appointment.  He  is  chancellor,  ex  officio y  and, 
by  himself  or  deputy,  hears  appeals,  not  relative 
to  land,  from  the  decision  of  inferior  courts, 
reversing  or  confirming  them  according  to  bis 
judgment.  The  consent  of  himself  or  of  his 
lieutenant  is  necessary  to  the  making  of  a  law ; 
but  not  that  of  the  Lord-proprietor,  at  present 
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the  Duke  of  Atbol^  unless  he  holds  one  of  these 
situations.  The  latter  may^  however^  enter 
caveats  against  the  King's  consent^  and  have 
his  petition  heard ;.  and  in^  or  about^  the  year 
1789  he  actually  did  so.*t  ^ 

The  powers  of  the  King  and  Governor  were 
previously  to  the  re-reVesting  act  vested  in  the 
Lord  alone^  except  that  the  King  possessed  the 
authority  of  altering^  on  appeal  being  made  to 
him  in  council,  the  decisions  of  the  Manks' 
Courts.  The  whole  proceedings  of  Governor 
Home  against  Bishop  Wilson  were  thus  reversed. 
The  right  of  coining  money^  of  pardoning  cri- 
minals, an4  various  other  kingly  powers  attached 

*  Vide  Report  of  the  commissionerB,  to  whom  the  Duke 

complained,  that  bills  detrimental  to  his  interests  had  passed 

the  legislature  without  his  knowledge,  and  had  been  trans- 

-  mitted  to  the  King,  against  whose  consent  he  had  entered 

caveats, 

f  The  present*  Goyemor  and  Lord-proprietor  has  the  fol« 
lowing  titles :  The  most  noble  John  Duk^  of  Athol,  Marquis 
and  Earl  of  Athol,  Marquis  of  Tullibardin,  Earl  of  Strathsay 
and  of  Strathardely  Viscount  c^  Glenalmond  and  Glenljon, 
Lord  Murray,  Balveny  and  Gask,  Lord  of  tlie  Isle  of  Man» 
Constable  of  the  Castje  of  Kincleven,  and  hereditary  keeper 
of  the  palace  of  Falkland.  His  English  titles  are  Earl  Strange, 
and  Baron  Murray,  conferred  upon  him  August  8th,  1786. 
Hischief  seats  are  at  Blair  in  Athol,  Dunkeld,  Tullibardiny 
and  Uuntingtower,  all  in  Perthshire. 
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to  the  Lord.  The  governor  is  chaneellor,  e.t 
officio:  all  arrestee  either  civil  or  criminal^  are 
granted  by  him^  and  he  may,  at  his  pleasure^ 
convene  branches  of  the  legislature. 

The  Lieutenant-governor,  or  Governor,  as  he 
was  usually  called,    possessed  ivhatever  power 
his  Lord  or  Sovereign  thought  proffer  to  confer^ 
and  this  was  usually  the  whole.     He  was  termed 
the  representative  of  majesty.     The  Scotch  and 
English  lord-proprietors    meddled    little    with 
internal  affairs,  and  rarely  visited  this  donlinion : 
the  chief  care  of  government  devolved  therefore 
upon  him.     When  the  appointment  came  to  be 
made  by  the  King  of  England,  the  plan  was 
somewhat  changed  ;  and  the  nature  of  the  oflfice 
made  certain.     He  has  now  all  the  powers  of  the 
Governor  during  his  absence ;  and  none  during 
his   presence,  except  what  the  Governor  does 
not  think  proper  to  resume.     It  is  not  however 
his  practice  to  consent  to  the  making  of  laws ; 
and  I  observe,  in  the  statute-book^  only  one  in- 
stance in  which  he  has  so  done,  A.  D.  1776. 
All  other  acts  specify  the  consent  of  the  Governor 
in  chief,  whether  the  Tynwald-court  be  held 
before  himself  or  the  Lieutenant-governor. 
The  Council  consists  of  five  persons^  holding 


On  the  Constitution.  193 

tiieir  leats  e.r  officio,  viz.  the  Lord  Bishop, 
the  Water  Bailiff*^  the  Attornej-^neral,  the 
Ckrk  of  the  RoUs^  and  the  Archdeacon.  * 
The  consent  of  a  majority  of  these,  pre?ioasly 
i0  that  of  the  king,  is  necessary  to  the  passing 
of  a  law.  Respecting  the  right  of  a  seat  in 
this  body,  various  opinions  have  been  held; 
and  much  controversy  has  arisen.  In  the  year 
1776,  the  Governor  excluded -from  the  council 
the  bishop  and  the  vicar-^eneral,  alleging  that 
their  seats  were  held  only  through  courtesy. 
The  spiritual  oflScers,  however,  maintained  a 
right  to  their  seats,  and  claimed  admission. 
The  claim,  Aough  protested  against  by  the 
Attorsey-general,  was  allowed  by  the  Lieutenant- 
governor.  The  following  is  a  list  of  persons 
who  had  either  a  certain  or  doubtful  right  of 
admission:  the  Receiver-general,  the  Comp- 
troUer,  the  Clerk  of  die  Rolls,  the  Water-bailiff; 
the  Attorney-general,  the  two  Deemsters^  the 
Areh-^deacon  and  his  Official  the  Bishop  and  his 
two  Ykars-^neral^  and  the  Collector,  In  order 
to  end  the  ^ntroversy,  a  statement  pf  their  re- 

*  In  Jefierson's  M^nks  Almant^ck  are  annually  piMsh^j 
the  names  of  the  members  of  the  CQuacil,  And  of  the  other 
chief  cnratfffioeirs* 

o 
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spective  claims  wns  sent  to  England  about  ten 
jeitrs  ago  for  his  Majesty's  determination. 

The  twentj-four  Keys  are  the  last  branch  of 
the  Manks  legislature.    The  consent  of  a  ma* 
Jority  of  them  is  necessary  to  the  passing  of  a 
l^w ;  and  a  bill  usually  originates  in  this  house. 
Th^y  ari^  considered  the  guardians  of  the  peo- 
ple^ particularly  so  of  the  landed  interest^  and 
their  power  is  as  welljudicial  as  l^islative.    An 
appeal  may  be  made  to  them  from  the  inferior 
courts.     In  all  actions  real^  and  in  appeals^  their 
decision  is  conclusive  between  the  parties,  unless 
the  cause  be  carried  before  the  king  in  council* 
Th^y  determine  iq  all  cases  by  a  majority ;  and 
]}erein  diffpr  essentially  from  a  jury,  whose  ver- 
dict miist  be,  or  rather  must  be  said  to  be,  una^ 
nimous.    In  intricate  law  cases  they  are  required 
to  determine  wh|it  the  law  of  the  land  is  i  every 
determinatioq  forming  a  precedent  for  fiitur^ 
cases,     Bishop  Wil#en  derives  their  name  from 
Oieir  oflSce  of  uqlocking  the  difliculties  of  the 
law.     So  little  wiis  the  constitution  settled^  that 
it  i3  still  a  doubtful  point  whether  the  Governor 
had  powjer  to  prorogue  them,  or  whether  thev 
inight  continue  sittipg  till  they  thought  proper 
iQ  iBeparate,    Tbeir  ejcctioji  of  a  speaker  W  wtfn 
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ject  to  the  ^approbation  of  the  king  t  he  gives^ 
when  required^  the  casting  vote.  In  their  legii* 
lative  capacity  their  debates  are  alwajs  private. 

When  a  vacancy  happens  by  the  death  of  any 
one  of  them^  the  majority  of  the  remainder  fix 
upon  two  persons^  either  of  whom  they  deem 
eligible  to  occupy  his  place.  Their  names  are 
presented  to  the  Governor,  who  makes  choice  of 
one.  The  situation  is  for  life,  except  in  cases  of 
criminal  conduct,  resignation,  or  the  accept* 
aiice  of  any  place  entitling  him  to  a  seat  in  the 
council.  It  brings  vrith  it  considerable  honour, 
much  trouble^  but  no  emolument.  The  Keys 
always  possessed^  and  seem  never  to  have  abused;, 
the  confidence  of  the  people.  In  the  seventeenth 
century,  they  strongly  resisted  the  encroach* 
ments  attempted  to  be  made  by  the  lord  upon 
the  landed  interest,  and  finally,  in  the  year  1709^ 
obtained  the  act  of  settlement  or  covenant  be- 
tween them.  Foreigners  as  well  as  natives,  not 
excluding  the  clergy,  are  eligible  to  seats  in  this 
house,  the  only  requisite  qualification  being  the 
possession  of  land,  and  the  age  of  twenty-one 
yeasi.  Were  the  House  of  Keys  once  corrupt, 
|t  W00I4  prol^ably  continue  so  for  ever ;  its  very 
mtnre  is  luch^  th^t  it  could  never  be  purifiecl, 

09 
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Although  the  people  are  no  way  concerned 
in  their  election,  the  Keys  stylo  themselves  their 
representatives,  as  is  evinced  in  a  letter,  of  which 
the  following  is  a  copy,  dated  March  13,  1798, 
at  a  time  when  persons  of  almost  all  ranks  were 
niaking  subscriptions  for  carrying  on  the  war : 

"  The  Keys  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  the  consti- 
tutional representatives  of  the  people,  warmly 
attached  to  their  sovereign,  and  the  constitution 
of  Great  Britain,  offer  this,  their  mite,  in  aid  oC 
their  cause :  and  they  feelingly  r^et  that,  in 
tendering  to  small  a  sum,*  there  is  so  great  a 
disproportion  between  their  wishes  and  their 
abilities,  having  no  pul^lic  funds  at  their  dis* 
posal,  and  being  prevented  from  raising  any,  ia 
Consequence  of  an  influence,  equally  unjust  and 
impolitic,  which,  unfortunately  {oi  their  coun^ 
ifj$  ihey  arc  unable  to  remove," 

It  appears  by  the  letter,  that  the  different 
branches  of  government  were  not,  at  this  time^ 
too  cordially  connected.  An  act  of  95  Geo.  Ilh 
grants  to  the  House  of  Keys  the  discretionary 
power  of  permitting  the  importation  of  cure4 
berringi  in  times  of  scarcity.    This  is  the  only 

*  The  sum  inclosed  was  175/t 
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place  Inhere  they  are  acknowledged  in  anj  Britidi 
act  of  parliament 

Laws  passed  by  the  l^islature  of  this  island 
are  called  acts  of  Tinwald.  Before  they  become 
binding  upon  the  people,  they  must,  according 
to  long  usage,  be  promulgated  from  a  certain 
artificial  mount,  near  the  spot  where  the  high^ 
road  from  Castletown  to  Ramsey,  and  that  from 
Douglas  to  Peel,  cross  each  other,  called  theTln^* 
wald-hill,  the  day  of  the  nativity  of  John  the 
Baptist  being  formerly  the  only  usual  time  of 
such  promulgation*  Hence  it  is^  that  the  acta 
derive  their  name. 

Besides  the  statutes  or  acts  of  Tinwald  are 
some  ordinances  which,  by  custom,  have  the 
force  of  law.  They  may  be  termed  part  of  the 
common  law ;  and  originated  in  orders  and  re* 
gulations  made  by  separate  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature,  but  which  did  not  receive  the  assent  of  all. 
They  are  quite  unconstitutional.  Some  persons 
have  thought,  but  ertpneously,  that  present  or-  . 
dinances,  or  such  acts  as  have  passed  that  part 
of  the  l^islature  resident  in  Man,  but  have  not 
been  signed  by  the  King  of  England,  would  be 
binding  upon  the  people.  About  the  year  1790, 
some  bills  passed  the  Manks  branches  of  the 
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legidature^  which  they  wished  to  put  in  force 
without  delay^  and  waited  for  nearly  two  years 
before  the  King's  pleasure  respecting  them  was 
known.  His  consent  to  them^  in  the  original 
fomij  was  finally  refused.  Had  modem  ordi«- 
nances  the  force  of  law^  no  delay  would  haye 
been  requisite;  and^  indeed^  the  King's  consent 
would  be  nugatory. 

The  ceremonies  of  the  promulgation  are  now 
greatly  fallen  off  and  altered.  The  following 
account  of  the  forms  recently  observed^  I  copy 
from  a  copy : 

"  About  eleyen  o'clock  the  cavalcade  arrived 
at  St.  John*8^  where  the  Duke  of  Athol  was  re* 
ceived  by  the  Clergy  and  Keys^  and  saluted  by 
the  fencibles:  he  then  went  in  state  to  the 
chapel^  where  a  sermon  was  preached  by  the 
reverend  and  learned  Mr.  Corlett^  vicar  of  Kirk 
German. 

After  service  followed  the  procession  of  state. 
The  fencibles  were  drawn  up  in  two  lines^  from 
the  chapel  door  to  the  Tinwald-hill ;  and  the 
procession  passed  between  the  two  lines  in  the 
following  order : 

The  cle^,  two  and  two,  the  juniors  first* 

The  Lord  Bishop  of  Sodor  and  Man. 
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The  Vicars  generali 

The  iv9o  Denasten^ 

The  Sword-bearer. 

The  Duke  of  Athol^  Gor^nor, 

The  Lieuteiiant-governor. 

Hie  Clerk  of  the  Rolls. 

The  twenty-'four  Keys^  two  and  two. 

The  Captains  of  the  different  parishes^ 
'As  soon  as  his  Grace  had  ascended  the  hitl^ 
he  was  seated^  under  the  candpjr^  in  his  chair  of 
state.  The  Deemsters  then  proceeded  in  the 
customary  business  of  the  day.  Th^  new  laws 
were  first  tead  in  English  and  then  iii  Manks : 
ilnd  after  all  the  business  on  the  hill  was  gone 
throughj  three  cheers  were  giv^n^ 

His  Grace  then  descended,  and  the  procession 
tnoved  back  to  the  chapel  in  the  same  regulat 
order.  After  the  necessary  business  was  finished 
in  the  chapel,  such  as  signing  the  laws,  &c.  hii 
Grace  was  conducted  to  his  coach.*** 

The  ancient  manner  of  holding  a  court  was 
much  more  ceremonious ;  and  I  copy  from  the 
beginning  of  the  statute-book  the  following  re- 
gulations and  instructions : 

Fdtham's  iTour^ 
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''Out  doughtful  and  gracious  IiOrd>  this  n  the 
constitution   of  old  time^  the  which  we  have 
given  in  our  days^  how  yee  should  he  govcfned 
on  your  Tinwaldday.     Ffirst^  jou  shall  come 
thither  in  your  royall  array^  as  a  king  oiq^ht  to 
do  by  his  prerogatives  and  royallties  of  thejand 
of  Mann ;  and^  upon  the  HUl  of  Ttnvald,  siti 
in  a  chaire,  covered  with  a  royall  cloath  and 
cusheons,  and  your  vi9age  uoto  the  east^  aftd 
your  sword  before  you^  holden  with  the  poiat 
upward,  your  barrons  in  the  third  degree  sitting 
beside  you,  and  your  beneficed  men,  and  your 
deemsters  before  you  sitting,  and  your  clarioer 
your  knights,  esquires^  aud  yeomen,  about  jou, 
in  third  degree ;  and  the  worthiest  loen  in  your 
land  to  be  called  in  before  your  deemste^>  if  you 
will  ask  any  thing  of  them,  and  to  hear  the 
government  of  your  land,  and  your  will ;  and 
the  commons  to  stand  without  the  circlie  of  the 
hill,  with  three  clarkes  in  their  surplissesL    And 
your  deemsters  shall  make  call  in  the  coroner  of 
Glanfaba ;  and  be  shall  call  in  all  the  coroners 
of  Mann,  and  their  yards  in  their  hands,  with 
their  weapons  upon  them,  either  sword  or  axe; 
and  the  moares,  that  is,  to  wit  of  every  shead* 
ing.    Then  the  chief  cofooer^  that  is^  the  coro- 
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nor  of  GlanfftlNi  «hall  make  a  flfence  upon  paine 
of  life  and  lyme,  that  no  man  make  any  di»- 
tarbance^ .  or  stirre,  in  the  time  of  Tinwald;  or 
any  murmur,  or  ri«eing  in  the  king's  presence 
upon  paine  of  banging  and  drawing.  And  then 
ihall  let  your  barrons  and  all  others  know^you  to 
be  their  King  and  Lord/' 

The  Isle  of  Man  ^as  not  affected  by  any  other 
than  its  own  laws  till  the  reign  of  Henry  the 
B^hth^  when  an  act  passed  the  English  legis<- 
lature,  and  was  extended  to  this  island^  for 
vesting  in  the  crown  all  the  monasteries  and 
abbey  lands. 
,  The  second  act,  relative  to  this  country^ 
passed  in  the  same  reign,  dissevered  the  dioceses 
of  Chester  and  of  the  Isle  of  Man  from  tlio 
ilrchbishoprick  of  Canterbury,  and  united  them 
ito  the  province  and  Archbisboprick  of  York. 

The  third,  passed  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  restricted  the  quantity  of  French 
wine,  to  be  imported  annually  mto  the  Isle  of 
Mao,  to  one  hundred  tons ;  and  it  appears,  that 
th^  island  paid  much  more  deference  at  that 
time,  than  it  did  afterwards,  to  the  English 
government. 

Between  this  period  and  the  fifth  year  of  his 


fOf  On  (he  Ccmtitutim. 

present  Majestj^^  no  act  was  passed  immediaieljr 
relative  to  the  island.  Wherever  vice  find  the 
place  mentioned  at  all,  reference  is  made  to  ks 
commerce  with  Great  Britain  and  Ireland^  the 
regulations  taking  place  upon  our  own  coasts. 
In  the  year  1765>  the  Sovereign  of  the  Isle  of 
Man  sold  his  realities  to  the  King  of  England. 
As  the  sale  did  not  in  itself,  but  onlj  in  its  con- 
sequences, alter  the  law  of  the  land>  I  shall  srt 
present  confine  myself  to  the  consequenees^  and 
speak  hereafter  of  the  sale^  and  the  additional 
compensation  to  the  present  Duke  of  Athol. 

The  Manks  legislature  seem  to  have  imagined, 
that,  with  the  royalties  of  the  Lord>  were  sold 
all  the  rights  and  privileges  possessed  by  them* 
selves;  and  that  these  last  were  retained  merely 
by  the  courtesy  of  the  King  of  England.  The 
first  act  of  Tinwaldj  after  the  sale^  was  passed  in 
1/76.  It  recites  the  title  of  the  act  of  revest- 
ment:  and  we  learn  by  the  preamble  that  his 
Majesty  had  been  most  graciously  pleased  to 
grant  his  royal  leave  and  permission  to  the  cus« 
tomary  legislature  of  the  island,  (himself  being 
now  the  Lord)  to  enact  what  laws  might  be 
found  necessary  to  the  interior  good  government 
and  police  of  the  isle. 
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Since  the  sale,  the  legislature  of  England  hM 
aisumed  the  entire  power  of  enacting  laws  re* 
specting  the  customs  or  port-dues  of  the  island^ 
and  also  of  regulating  or  prohibiting  any  manu- 
&ctures  which  might  be  liable  to  affect  the  reve* 
nue :  in  the  internal  economy  and  laws  it  has 
not  interfered.  I  do  not  mean  to  insinuate  that 
the  English  legislature  has  acted  improperly  in 
such  assumption.  Public  good  is  superior,  to 
individual  justice ;  and  if  the  public  good  re- 
quired the  acquisition  of  such  power^  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  government  to  obtain  it,  either  by 
consent  or  assumption.  Plutarch  carries  this 
principle  so  far  as  to  term  the  rape  of  the 
Sabines,  since  it  was  undertaken  for  the  public 
good,  a  glorious  exploit.  When  property  is 
obtained  by  violence^  an  equivalent  should  be 
returned  ix>  the  proprietor,  as  is  done  in  the 
making  of  high-roads  or  canals,  a  practice  which 
very  much  lessens  the  individual  injustice ;  but 
the  rights  and  customs  of  a  people  are  inalien- 
able by  the  governors,  consequently^  no  com- 
pensation could  be  made.  To  have  given  to 
their  representatives  seats  in  the  British  parlia- 
.  ment,  would  have  been  a  measure  of  apparent 
compensation.      The  original  Manks   govern- 


•04  On  the  Canstitution. 

ment  would  then,  of  course^  haye  beeti  annilii« 
lated^  instead  of  altered ;  and  the  people  would 
bave  been  much  more  discontented. 

The  King  could  purchase  only  what  the  Lord 
posseesed :  but  the  Lord  had  no  power^  and  ha 
afterwards  admitted  it^  to  levy  or  increase  a  sin- 
gle tax  upon  the  people :  consequently  the  in* 
lerference  of  the  English  government  relative  to 
revenue  matters  was  nearly  as  great  a  stretch  of 
power  after  the  sale,  as  it  would  have  been  be- 
fore it. 

The  chief  civil  oflBcers  are,  the  Governor  and 
Lieutenant-governor,  one  of  them  being  chan- 
cellor, es  officio:  the  two  Deemsters  or  judges,  one 
for  the  southern,  the  other  for  the  northern  divi- 
sion of  the  island,  being  necessarily  natives:  the 
Water-bailiff,  the  High-bailiffs,  one  in  each  of 
the  four  towns,  being  also  natives;  the  Coro- 
ners, or  sheriffs,  one  for  each  of  the  six  shead- 
ings :  the  Lockmen,  or  bailiffs.  Coroners*  officers; 
and  the  Constables. 

The  two  first  officers  have  been  already  spoken 
of:  the  second,  being  judges  and  justices  of  the 
peace,  will  be  mentioned  with  the  county 
which  they  preside  in :  as  will  the  water-bailiff 
also. 


On  the  Constitution.  205 

The  Coroner  is  the  chief  keeper  of  the  peac«^ 
and  is  authorised  and  obliged  to  arrest  any  one  * 
who  breaks  it.  He  is  also  to  take  car^  that  the 
Governor's  arrests  be  put  injto  execution.  He 
has  the  impanelling  of  all  juries^  the  care  of  • 
executing  the  sentences  of  the  courts  of  law ; 
and  some  other  civil  duties  to  perform :  but  ke 
does  not  in  aoj  instance  act  as  judge.  The 
bailiffs  are  his  officers;  and  the  constables  are 
peace  officers.* 

*  This  and  the  succeeding  Chapters  of  ^  Second  Pan 
are  chiefly  founded  upon  ^The  Statute  Laws  of  lhalil€#f 
Man»"  a  literal  copy,  with  a  very  few  exCeptionSy^  ^  tl^e 
original  Statute  book,  published  at  Douglas  in  ITS?,  now 
scarce ;  and  upon  information  which  I  deriTsd  from  Captam 
(Quilliam  of  His  Majesty's  Navy^  and  Mr*  Cosnabon^  Men^ 
btrs  of  the  House  of  Keys. 
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CHAPTER  II. 

On  the  Revenue. 

^6  the  purpose  of  a  government  is,  or  ought 
to  be,  to  maintain  order  in  society^  to  protect 
the  inhabitants  from  domestic  disturbance^  or 
ike  invasion  of  a  foreign  foe;  so  ought  the 
people  to  cfntribute^  according  to  their  means, 
io  the  support  of  such  a  government. 

The  revenue  of  a  country  is  public  property, 
and  should  be  devoted  exclusively  to  purposes 
of  public  benefit. 

The  laws  of  society,  being  founded  upon  ge-^ 
neral  utility,  have  little  to  do  with  those  of  na^ 
ture;  and  justice  enters  little  into  war.  The 
oiodem  laws  of  civilized  nations  are  so  much 
•meliofated,  that  the  inhabitants  of  a  conquered 
country  retain  their  private  property,  Formerly 
their  land  and  themselves  were  both  seized  by  the 
invaders.  We  find  Godred  Crovan  taking  posses^ 
sion  of  the  lands  of  Man  and  granting  them  to 
his  soldiers  on  certain  conditions,  From  this  pev 
fiody  perhaps  before^  the  possessor!  of  the  soil 
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^ere  the  Lord's  tenants^  paying  him  a  rental; 
mnd  are  frequently  so  termed  in  the  statutes.  The 
rental  had  for  so  long  a  time  remained  unaltered 
that  people  thought^  while  they  continued  to 
pay  them^  that  they  had  a  right  to  the  soil ;  and 
one  of  the  lords^  endeavouring  in  the  seventeenth 
century  to  eject  some  of  them,  caused  discon^ 
tents  which  terminated  in  an  act  of  settlement 
or  compact  between  the  Lord  and  his  people  ia 
tiie  year  1703,  wherein  the  tenures  are,  on  cer« 
tain  fines  or  rentals,  confirmed  to  the  possessors* 
Thus,  though  the  seizing  of  lands  by  the  con^ 
queror  was  no  better  than  a  robbery,  yet  hart 
long  usage#  and  especially  the  aboye«-mentioned 
Igreement^  secured  to  the  Lord-proprietor,  and 
his  heir%  for  ever^  the  right  of  a  certain  revenue, 
Hmountiog  to  fourteep  hundred  pounds,  Mankf 
currency,  for  his  and  their  individual  use. 

All  money,  either  for  public  services  not  spe^ . 
cafied,  or  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lord,  his  maqe* 
rial  rights,  a  few  fees,  fines,  and  prerogatives 
excepted,  arose  from  a  duty  on  imports  and  ext 
pprts>  the  mostjustof  taxesj  whenever  the  pulh* 
}ic  good  require^  them,  and  less  felt  by  the  peo^ 
pie  than  any  other.  Qy  whose  authority  it  was 
Kvi^  we  9Wno^  toU,  nost  probably  by  (hiit  of 
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the  lord  alone.  The  statute  wherein  it  is  first 
mentioned  is  dated  1577^  and  though  it  does  not 
appear  that  the  Deemsters  and  Keys  were  con- 
sulted upon  the  occasiouj  jet  the  note  at  the 
end  would  imply  that  they  were^  did  we  not 
learn  by  a  subsequent  aet  of  1736^  that  they 
were  not  consulted  oh  a  similar  occasion  in  1693. 
I  suppose  this  order  or  first  book  of  rates  to  be 
rather  intended  to  ascertain  or  settle  what  were 
doubtful  than  to  enact  new  ones.  To  shew  the 
reader  the  duties  of  those  days^  when  money 
was  a  scarce  commodityj  the  record  is  here  an* 
nexed. 

''The  rates  of   the  Customs  at    every  port 

Within  the  Isle  of  Man,  allowed  and  confirmed 

by  the  Right  Honourable  Henry^  Earl  of  Derby, 

Iiord  of  the  said  Isle.    Given  the  28th  of  June, 

Anno  Domini  1577. 

i.  tL 
The  merchsnt  stranger  shall  pay  for  every  pound  in 

siWer  he  shall  take  forth  •f  the  Isle, 0  2). 

JUe,  tfaebirrtl 0  1^ 

Ash  tisiber,  the  100. 0  6 

Ahim  the  100 0  2 

Anchorage^a  ship,  bark  or  prickard,  with  a  cock-bo»t  0  8 

witbottlacoek4)0«aO  4 

Barley»  the  bowle,  in  the  bulk  of  the  stranger. 0  1 

In  cask  the  barley 0^  2 

Barley  in  bolky  the  bowle  of  the  Idf •  0  ) 
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Barley  in  cask»  the  barrel 6  1 

Bread,  the  batch : 0  2 

Bisket,  the  100 1 .... . 0  1 

Beefe,  the  carkawe ; 0  2 

Beefe,  quick 0  12 

Boanky  sawn,  or  doyeoy  the  100. 0  6 

Butter,  the  barrel 0  1 ' 

Beere,  the  bipel , 0  2 

Brass,  the  lOOlbs...'. 0  8 

Woollen  cloth,  broad,  the  100. 2  0 

broad,  the  dozen 0  2 

narrow,  the  100 0  8 

narrow,  the  dozen   6  0  J 

Fourty  datts  raw  cloth tf  4^ 

£o2^f  the  boate,  1  barrel,  or 0  4^ 

,  Irish  linen  cloath,  the  100 0  6 

Pulldary,  the  bolt 0  6 

Vitteraa,  the  bolt 0  3 

Calfe-skins,  the  100 0  l2 

thedozen 0  0|- 

Cheete,   the  weight  (256Ib9)    0  6 

Caddowes 0  2 

Dapous,  the  dozen 0  6 

Windfish,  the  dozen 0  6 

Dryfuh,  the  dozen 6  6 

Fi«h,theton 0  12 

Eeles  cane,  the  100 0  8 

Fish,  the  barrel ; 0  2 

Ffledges. 0  1^ 

Fflodcs,  thestone- O'    U 

Flax,  the  bale '. 0  1 

Sheep  and  calves  the  100 0  12 

the  dozen 0  li 

Lambs  and  kidds,  the  100. 0  6 
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8.   d* 

Lambs  and  kiddsy  the  dozen ••••••  O    1» 

Feathers,  a  stone 0    2 

Goates,  quick,  the  dozen •••••.  ^    4 

Goate  fells,  the  100 0    6 

the  dozen 0    0| 

Geese,  the  dozen 0    S 

Ox-hydea  eight  to  the  dicker ;  cow-hydes  10  to  the 

dicker « 

Hydes,  the  dicker. 0    5 

Haberdine,  the  100 0    6 

Herrings,  the  ton 0  12 

Horses,  one 0    6 

Herrings,  the  maze • • 0    1 

Hops,  the  100 0    6 

Honey,  the  firkin 0    1-^ 

Henns,  the  dozen •  •  •  .«^ 0    3 

Iron,  the  ton 0  12 

....  thelOa 0    Of 

Kidds,  the  dozen 0    41 

Kidd  fells,  the  100 0    6 

•  •  .M  •  •  • .  the  dozen 0    1 

Lambs,  quick,  the  dozen 0    4 

Lamb-skins,  the  100 ' 0    6 

the  dozen •. » 0    1 

Lyme,  the  boat,  a  barrel  or U 0    1^ 

Mather,  the  100  .^ 0    5 

Maulte,  the  bowle ": f'.'. "0    1 

Mantles,  one   0    2 

Ruggs,  the  100 0    2 

Nails,  the  1000 0    $ 

the  last 2    6 

Oak  timber,  or  spars,  the  hundred,  3^.  or  •  •  • 0    6 

Oares,  the  hundred,  .W.  or 0    6 

dates,  the  bowle 0    1 

Pitchi  the  hundred ^t •  • .  0    U 
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Pitch,  the  foot  pack , ...7,.   0  G 

♦ . . ,.  the  horse  pack * * . . .  •   0  12 

Planks  for  ships,  the  100^  Sd.  or 0  12 

Plow  balmes,  the  100,  3</.  or  •••••.•«•• 0  8 

Pewter,  the  100 , 0  8 

Pullen,  the  dozen   ^ , . .   0  3 

Rossin,  the  hundred 0  l.f 

Hair  ropes,  the  dozen 0  1^ 

Kopes,  British,  the  100 0  6 

Rugg  frized,  the  dozen 0  1^ 

Raisen,  the  firail  orhead,. 0  8 

Rye,  the  bowle 0  1 

Sheep,  the  dozen 0  4 

Swine,  the  dozen • 0  4i 

Salt,  the  tonn ^ 0  12 

Ships  with  salt,  British  or  Portugal,  inward,  shall 
pay  a  quarter  tonn  before  the  mast,  and  another 
above  the  mast,  if  it  be  twenty  tonns,  or  els  the  half 

Shoes,  the  dozen •  •  •   0  8 

Shafts  square,  the  100,  Si.  or 0  6 

Salmon,  the  butt,   0  6 

thebarrel  ....,• «•••  0  3 

the  firkin  .....0  H 

Soap,  the  hundred  ..., 0  4^ 

Sheep'skinstbe  dozen 0  Of^ 

Sack»  the  butt 0  6 

A  small  boat  or  pickard,  laden  with  white  grey  Eng* 
lish  salt,  shall  pay  a  ffinlet  before  the  mast,  and  ano- 
ther after 

Tallow,  the  weight  (2561b.)  •••«•• .••• 

Trayne,  the  tunn 0  161 

Tarr,  the  hundred 0  If 

Tallow,  the  hundred •  0  6 

Tanned  leather,  the  dicker,  in  the  country 0  6 

/••«..  and  the  stranger  man  ...., •••••^•t«  0  10 

f2 
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Wyne,  the  tunn 0  12 

A  fihlpp  with  wynes,  that  is,  twenty  tunns  or  more, 
shall  pay  the  price  wines,  viz.  half  a  tunn  before  the 
mast,  and  half  a  tunn  above  the  mast ;  and  for 
every  other  of  the  rest  12d.  the  tunn,  as  is  above 
said :  and  if  the  shipp  have  ten  tunns,  then  to  pay 
half  a  tunn  to  price  wynes,  and  not  under. 

Wool,  the  stone 0    2 

Wadde,thebaUet 0    8 

.. ..  ^.  the  hundred • 0    6 

Wheate,  the  bowle 0    1 

Woolen  cards,  the  dozen  0    S 

The  entering  of  every  boat,  bark,  or  pickard 0    1 

The  anchorage  in  dry  harbours,  or  within  the  heads, 

having  a  cock  boat  / 0    8 

— L.*-^  without  a  cock  boat 0    4* 

Oares  of  every  boate,  afler  the  rate  of  paying  for  a 

hundred 0    8 

IShalls,  spars,  plow-beames,  oak-timber,  and  all  other 
kinds  of  timber,  the  100,  Sd.  or 0    8 

Whether  the  custom-house  revenue  yielded,  at 
that  time^  any  surplus  to  the  Lord,  afler  pay- 
ment of  the  puhlic  e^cpenses^  of  the  island  may^ 
with  some  persons^  appear  a  doubtful  matter. 
I  suspect  that  it  did ;  since  all  the  civil  officers 
were  entitled  to  certain  fees  from  the  inhabitants^ 
as  a  compensation  for  the  trouble  given  to  them : 
and  I  do  not  find  that  any  but  the  Deemsters  had 
a  salary  from  the  Lord.  This  was  a  discretionary 
one  of  7/.  10^.  to  each,  afterwards  increased  to 
13/.  6^.  6d.  and  again  reduced  in  1636  to  the 
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original  sum.  The  Lord  himself  had  various 
perquisites;  and  among  them  a  fee  for  every 
action  at  common  law.  I  am  further  confirmed 
in  my  opinion  by  not  finding  in  the  estimate  of 
the  revenue  of  the  island^  made  out  for  the 
Lords  of  the  Treasury  by  Duke  John  and  the 
late  Duchess-^dowager^  any  deductiobs  for  the 
support  of  the  established  government. 

The  duties  were  increased  in  the  year  1692 ; 
but  the  book  of  rates  does  not  appear  among  the 
statutes^  although  referred  to  by  au  act  of  1736^ 
wherein  most  of  the  old  duties  were  confirmed 
with  several  additions;  and  prizage  of  wiae 
commuted  for  the  payment  of  ten  shillings  per ' 
tun.* 

In  the  time  of  the  last  Earl  of  Derby,  Lord 
of  Man^  the  customs  were  estimated  at.2>500/. 
per  annum^  and  were  farmed  by  him  to  an 
English  merchant.  The  public  expenditure  of 
the  same  asra  was  700/.  per  annum,  f 

In  the  course  of  the  last  century,  the  smug<^ 
gling  trade  had  so  much  increased,  that  the 
Duke  of  Athol,  the  Lord,  obtained  for  his  pri* 

*  Prizage  of  wine  was  abolished  in  England  in  the  reign  of 
Edward  !• 
t  Encyclopaedia  Britannica. 


tl«  On  the  Revenue. 

vitte  uie  Ae  aanual  surplus  of  nearly  six  thou* 
siuid  pounds,  British, 

An  aMract  of  the  clear  revenuOj  derived  from 
the  island  by  the  Lord^  for  the  ten  years^  he^ 
ginning  with  1754  and  ending  with  1763,  drawn 
up  previously  to  the  sale,  states  the  average 
annual  amount  to  be  7893/.  0^.  6d.  arising  as 
follows ! 


laeiMBe  fbr  tte 
lOYau*.  * 

4      1 

0     5i 

8   10 


Land  rerenue  •  •  f  • , ISyS^l 

Clear  revenue  of  the  customs  64,317 
Clear  reTenae  fbr  herrings  . .  1,858 
Felops'  goo<b|  waift,  strays, 

forfeitures,  wrecks,  fine8,perr 

quisites,  ftc. 1,042    3    9| 

Clear  revenue  of  the  inpro- 

pjriated  tithes 2,305    Q    4i 

Clear  revenue  of  the  abbey 

tanponJities ,    )9217  10    0 

iDCome  of  land  in  the  hands 

of  the  Lord  of  Map ,     1,063  19    5f 


85,085    6    6i 


72,930    5    6 


r«  An. 

1,398    9    5 
6,421  14    Oi 
125  16  U 


104    4    4 


230  10 


^ 


121  15    0 


106    7  11 


8,508  10    8 


7,293    0    Gi 


The  revenues  given  up  to  England  for  the 
sum  of  seventy  thousand  pounds  British^  were 
only  those  of  the  second  and  third  heads,  amountr 
^  ing  to  6,612/.  3s.  B^.  British^  p^r  annum. 

Public  services  specified^i  and  for  which  inter? 
fial  taxes^  (ontin^a)  or  ocpasfOpal,   mte  leviedj^ 
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ere  of  four  sorts :  the  building  or  repairing  of 
churches ;  the  building  of  bridges ;  the  making 
and  keeping  in  order  of  high-roads ;  and  the 
maintenance  of  the  clergy. 

'No  church  can  be  erected  at  the  public  ex- 
pense without  an  especial  act  of  Tinwald.  It 
is  customary  for  such  act  to  specify  in  what 
manner  the  necessary  money  is  to  be  raised :  and 
each  parish  is  obliged  to  bear  its  own  burden. 
The  repairing  of  a  church  is  a  less  important 
mattef^  and  its  necessity  or  expediency  is  deter* 
mined  by  a  majority  of  the  parishioners  them<» 
selves,  convened  by  the  church-warden  .for  that 
purpose.  The  money^  requisite  for  defraying 
the  expenses,  is  levied  upon  the  inhabitants  in 
proportion  to  their  rentals. 

The  building  of  a  bridge  requires  a  previous 
act  of  Tinwald.  The  expense  incurred  is 
usually  defrayed  by  an  annual  poll-tax  of  one 
penny  upon  all  the  inhabitants^  continued  till  a 
sufficient  sum  is  received.  Part  of  the  revenue 
thus  raised  was  once  intended  and  used  for  th# 
purpose  of  rebuilding  St.  John's  chapel* 

The  high-road  fund^  almost  essential  one« 
arises  from  a  tax  upon<  every  retailer  of  ale  or 
spirits;  a  tax  upon  laiwls  and  houses;  a  tax  upon 
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dogs ;  i^nd  some  few  and  very  trifling  fines^  not 
worth  mentioning  here^  but  which  will  be  par- 
ticularized when  I  speak  of  crimes  and  their 
punishments. 

Retailers  of  ale  and  spirits  used  to  pay  to  this 
f^pd^  the  annual  sum  of  9s.  9d.  besides  14^. 
to  the  Govprnor's  clerks  7<t  to  the  Comptroller 
for  the  drawing  out  of  each  licence^  and  9d.  to 
the  Keys  for  the  reparation  of  their  house^  fin^ 
oth^r  necess9.ry  expenses :  but  th^  who)e  sum  of 
12^,  6d.  has  been,  since  the  year  1776,  devoted 
to  the  fund  which  we  now  speak  of.  Their 
number  being  three  hundred,  or  nearly  so,  they 
contribute  about  180/. 

The  proprietor  of  each  quarter-land  w^  to 
furnish  four  men  for  one  day  or  term,  or  com- 
pound for  their  labour ;  other  lands  and  houses, 
in  proportion  to  their  original,  or  Lord's  rent. 
The  penalty  of  not  copiplying  with  the  notice 
of  the  parochial  surveyor  ^o  s^nd  such  labourers 
was  one  shilling  for  each  man  (leficient.  One 
cart  ^ith  two  horses  and  a  driver,  wh^n  required, 
were  considered  equal  to  four  men.  All  the  in- 
hfibitants  of  a  parish,  possessing  land  or  houses, 
lyere  obliged  to  contribute  thus  in  rotation,  none 
Ijeing  liable  to  more  than  three  turns  or  days' 
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work  in  the  course  of  one  year.  This  labour 
being  now  almost  invariably  commuted  into  sums 
of  money^  produces  between  700/.  and  800/. 
per  annum. 

Whoever  has^  keeps^  or  makes  use  of  any  grey- 
houndj  half-bred  greyhound^  pointer^  spaniel^  or 
other  dog^  used  or  fit  for  coursing^  pointings  set- 
ting, or  shooting,  is  obliged  to  pay  six  shillings 
annually  for  each :  for  any  hound,  beagle,  or 
other  dog  proper  for  huntings  or  used  for  that 
purpose,  three  shillings :  for  all  other  dogs,  six- 
pence.    This  tax  produces  from  60/.  to  80/. 

By  these  means  is  annually  raised  the  sum  of 
nearly  1000/.  for  making  and  repairing  high- 
roads. 

The  oflSciating  of  clergymen,  being  a  public 
bf  qefit^  should  be  paid  for  by  the  public.  The 
application  of  tithes  to  any  secular  purpose,  for 
instance,  the  Lord's  private  purse,  is  a  perversion 
of  their  use. 

The  first  establishment  of  tithes  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  clergy  under  the  Christian  dispensa- 
tion, was  made  by  Charlemagne,  in  order  to 
support  this  class  of  society,  then  falling  to  de- 
cay»  and  as  some  compensation  for  the  losses 
which  they  had  sustained  under  his  grandfather,* 
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Chtfki  MarteU  who  had  seized  upcm  all  the 
church  landi^  forming,  at  that  time,  the  greater 
part  of  the  kingdom^  and  had  distributed  them 
among  the  soldiery.  He  divided  the  tithes  into 
four  parts,  appropriating  one  to  the  bbhop, 
another  to  maintaining  the  fabrick  of  the  church, 
one  to  the  poor,  and  the  remaining  one  to  the 
incumbent*  On  instituting  a  parochial  clergj 
in  England  a  similar  plan  was  adopted,  f 

I  have  been  unable  to  learn  anj  thing  of  the 
early  distribution  of  the  tithes  in  Map.  It  ap« 
pears,  that  the  Lord  had  the  greater  part,  the 
bishop  a  small  part,  perhaps  dependant  upon 
the  Lord,  %  ^^^  ^  inferior  clergy  a  much  smaller 
part.  §.     Gough,  editor  of  Camden*s  Britannia, 

*  MoDtesquieu.  f  Blackstone. 

X  **  There  was  a  bishop  of  the  isle,  called  EpLscopus  Soder* 
teik,  when  the  jurisdiction  of  aU  the  Hd>rides  belonged  to 
him:  whereas,  now,  he  is  but  a  bishop's  shadow;  (or  albeit 
that  he  bear  the  name  of  Bishop  of  Man,  yet  have  the  Earls 
of  Derby,  as  it  is  supposed,  the  chief  profit  of  die  see  (sav- 
ing thai  they  allow  him  a  little  for  a  flourish),  notwithstanding 
that  they  be  his  patrons."— *<  The  Bishop  of  Man  has  not 
wherewithal  to  maintain  his  countenance  suiBciently.'* 
HdDiQshed's  Chronides,  M.  vol.  i.  p.  S8  and  146. 

§  **  It  was  accustomed,  that  all  instituted  vicars  of  pension^ 
having  five  marks  stipend,  should  have  four  nobles,  at  least^ 
in  tithes.".  Spiritual  laws  and  customsof  the  Isle  of  Man: 
JLD.  1577.  Statute-book. 
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nys,  that  the  Lord's  share  of  tithes  accrued  to 
him  *'  either  as  lord  or  abbot/' 

In  the  reign  of  Charles  the  Second^  under  fha 
episcopate  of  Barrow>  a  collection  was  made 
for  purchasing  of  the  Lord-proprietor^  for  the 
use  of  the  clergy,  and  the  establishment  of  9  free* 
ffchool^  one-third  part  of  most  of  the  impropri- 
ations; the  Earl's  lands  at  Bisp'bem  in  Lanca- 
shire being  mortgaged  for  the  payment. 

The  poor  clergy  have  the  annual  sum  of  one 
hundred  pounds^  granted  in  the  same  reign,  and 
payable  out  of  the  excise-revenue  for  ever.  When 
all  incomes  for  public  services^  with  a  few  ex* 
ceptions,  rents  of  land,  and  all  incomes  of  pub- 
lic companies^  such  as  the  new-river  and  insur- 
aoice  companies,  were  taxed  in  they^r  1763^ 
for  that  year  only,  with  the  sum  of  four  shillings 
in  the  pound,  this  annuity  was  declared  not  ta 
he  included  within  the  meaning  of  the  act. 

The  general  division  of  tithes  is,  at  present^ 
ihree-fold ;  one  to  the  Bishop,  one  to  the  Lord- 
proprietor,  where  not  granted  away,  and  the  re* 
maining  one  to  the  incumbent.  The  parishes  of 
Braddon  and  Rushen  are  exceptions  to  this  order, 
the  Bishop  having  one-third,  and  the  Lord- 
proprietor  two.  The  incumbents  have  also  glebe- 
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lands  and  some  fees^  the  former  arising  from  pri- 
vate donations  of  charitable  and  religious  peo- 
ple, of  whom  Bishop  Wilson  was  the  chief. 

Tithes  are,  for  the  most  part,  a  tenth  of  the 
produce  of  the  soil ;  and  are  divided  into  great 
and  small.  The  latter  consist  of  the  following 
articles,  commuted  in  the  year  1643,  into  the 
annexed  annual  sums  of  monej : 

One  milk  cow . . .  c is. 

Eight  milk  sheep 2^. 

Four  ihilk  goats 2s. 

The  tithe  of  eggs  was  long  before  settled  thus : 

One  hen. . .  • one  ^g. 

One  cock,  if  the  only  one,    .  two  eggs. 

These  were  to  be  brought  to  the  church  on 
every  Easter-sunday,  and  it  was  usual  for  the 
minister  to  debar  his  parishioners  from  the  com- 
munion, till  the  proper  offering  had  been  made. 
This  practice  was  abolished  in  1643:  the  mini- 
sters were  ordered  to  receive  their  parishioners  to 
the  communion  on  the  Easter  Sunday,  and  the 
people  were  ordered  to  pay  their  small  tithes  on 
one  of  the  two  following  days*. 

The  great  tithes  are  taken  from  the  farm,  the 

Statute,  lei-S. 
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farmer  having  given  due  notice  to  the  proper 
person. 

Some  of  the  estates  are  tithe  free^  the  o^nmers 
having  purchased  the  tithes  of  one  of  the  Lord- 
proprietors^  who  was  authorized  to  sell  them  by 
an  act  of  the  English  parliament.  Others  pay  a. 
modus^  usually  4  yery  small  one^  in  lieu  of  pay- 
ment in  kind.  The  Calf  of  Man  does  not,  nor, 
I  believe  ever  did,  pay  any  tithe :  nor  should  it 
do  so,  since  it  has  not  any  church  or  minister  to. 
support.  It  is  also  free,  and  justly  so,  from  all 
internal  taxes,  having  no  highways  of  its  own, 
and  receiving  little  advantage  from  those  on  the 
main  land. 

There  was  formerly  a  tithe  upon  all  fresh  fislK 
landed ;  upon  ale  brewed ;  and  a  tithe  of  two- 
pence a  year  upon  every  man  who  was  engaged 
in  any  science  or  occupation,  even  if  he  used  it 
only  three  times  in  a  year. 

The  tithes  of  a  parish  are  frequently  farmed  by 
one  person,  who  finds  it  his  interest  to  make  a 
composition  with  the  farmers  individually.  Those 
of  Rushen  parish  are  now  let  for  150/.  per  ann. 
and  this  is  thought  to  be  superior  to  an  average 
of  all  the  parishes. 
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The  clergy  are  enttlled  to  a  few  per^tiiMtto^ 
such  as  church-mortuaries  of  eight  shiHingt 
from  any  deceadent^  leaving  twenty  shillings  or 
upwards,  in  personal  effects. 

The  clerk  and  the  church*warden^  as  well  as 
the  ministeTy  deser?e  a  remuneration  for  their 
trouble.  The  former  had  fourpence  a  year  for 
eyery  plough^  and  one  penny  from  every  person 
who  did  not  keep  a  plough,  but  kept  sntoak, 
and  also  a  trifling  mortuary.  These  sums  are 
now  raised,  and  have  some  others  added  to  them. 
The  latter  officer  is  elected  for  only  one  year, 
and  is  not,  I  believe,  entitled  to  any  other 
compensation  than  the  service  in  their  turn  of 
his  fellow  parishioners. 

The  coroner  was  entitled  to  four-pence  a  year 
for  every  quarter-land,  and  to  one  penny  for 
every  mill,  intack,  or  cottage.  Most  of  the  civil 
officers  have  some  fee  from  the  person  employing 
them. 

Every  quarter-land  used  to  contribute,  annu- 
ally,  two  shillings,  and  every  intack  sixpence  to 
the  Lord,  in  place  of  carriage-services  for  build- 
ing or  repairing  forts  and  houses,  an  old  feudal 
custom.     For  the  last  forty  years  they  have  been 
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falling  gradually  into  disuse :  the  people  refitted 
payment^  and  they  are  not  now  demanded. 

The  Lord's  prerogatives  of  mines^  wrecks^  trea- 
sure-troye>  and  some  other  things^  should  scarcely 
be  considered  as  a  revenue^  derived  from  the 
public^  and  consequently  are  not  mentioned 
here. 

The  other  public  services  are  the  civil  and 
military  establishments  of  the  country^  and  the 
making  and  repairing  of  harbours^  paid  for^  since 
the  revesting-act^  by  the  British  goveiliment, 
VfhOj  on  the  other  hand^  have  the  receipt  of  the 
custom-house  revenue. 

The  act^  virhich  passed  immediately  after  the 
revestment  v^as  relative  only  to  trade^  and  to  the 
prevention  of  any  future  smutting.  The  old 
duties  virere  continued  till  two  years  afterwards^ 
when  they  were  all  repealed^  and  the  following 


new  ones  levied : 

Huaatj,  not  to  acted 

British  spirits 

1  0;«rrgal. 

50,000  gal.  ^.amt. 

Rum* 

1  6    

30,000 

Boheatea 

I  0  per  lb. 

20,000  lb& 

Green  tea 

.1  6    

5,000 

Cofiee 

09    

5,000 

Tobacco 

02     

120,000 

CoOb 

UiiJfJ 

0  Sperchtid. 

*  It  must  be  nodentood  that,  althoagfa  brandy  Is  ncntlaoed  i 
the  articles  to  be  Imported  at  Douglas,  the  Imporiation  of  all  spirits, 
except  British  spirits  and  rum,  is  prohibited. 
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Hemp 

Iron 

Deal  boards 

Timber 


5  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 


French  wine ^4?  per  ton. 

Any  other  wine 2  ditto. 

Foreign  corn  having  been  first  im-^ 

ported  into  England,  and  there>  10  per  cent.  acTWor^. 

had  a  bounty  allowed •)  i 

Any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  1 

not  specified  in  this  act,  importedS-  2^  per  cent,  ad  valorem* 
from<jreat  Britain  or  Ireland,    / 


Flax 

Flax  seed 

Yarn 

Ashes 

Fish  and  flesh 

Corn 


"I 


t 


Duty  free. 


Linen  cloth  of  British  or  Irish  fabrick 

Hemp 

Hemp  seed 

Horses  and  cattle 

Utensils  &  implements  for  agriculture 

Bricks  and  tiles 

Trees,  sea-shells,  lime 

Soap  makers'  waste 

Packthread  and  cordage 


in 


Duty  free< 


Salt 
Boards 
Timber 
Hoops 


fgs 
III 


I: 


Colonial  goods,  entitled  to  a  bounty  on "{  g  |  ^ 

importation  into  England 
English  or  Colonial  iron  in  rods  or  bars 


Doty  Am,    Imt 

sulurct  to  1m  en- 
tered at  the  Cot- 


the  penalty  of  15 
per  oetfU  a4  va- 
toiem. 
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All  linens^  to  be  landed  in  the  Isle  of  Man> 
tnust  be  exported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland : 
glass  and  woollen  goods^  from  Great  Britain. 

Tea^  spirits^  coffee^  chocolate^  tobafcco^  glatej 
toals^  silks^  wrought  or  unwrougfat^  salt^  and 
wine  must  hot^  on  any  account^  be  exported 
from  tiie  Isle  of  Man. 

It.  is  a  remarkable  circumstance^  that  the  act^ 
immediately  following  this,  is  one  for  layirig  a 
duty,  in  America,  on  English  goods  imported, 
neither  nation  having  any  representatives  in  the 
British  parliament. 

We  learn,  by  a  subsequent  act  of  tte  same 
year,  that,  with  the  suppression  of  the  contral 
band  trade,  the  harbour-dues  had  nearly  ceased, 
and  that  the  harbours  had  become  ruinous.  The 
old  duties  were  therefore  repealed,  and  the  fol-* 
lowing  levied : 

Herring  boats,  10*.  per  anijum  *  not  d 
new  duty,  but  a  new  modification 
and  appropriation  of  an  old  one< 

Any  ship  belonging  to  his  Majesty's  sub' 
jectSf  in  ballast  only,  putting  into  bar-  s*  a* 
bour  OlipefrtoH 

The  same,  with  cargo 0  2 

The  same,  if  repaired  there,  the  additi- 
onal sum  of  *. ^  1 

Any  fiv«ign  ship  in  balkst  only 0  3  ; 

Q 
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The  same  with  cargo,  not  breaking  bulk  0  3 

The  same,  breaking  bulk,  the  additional 
mntr. 08 

The  same,  if  repaired  there,  the  addi- 
tional sum  of 0  2 

He  same,  oi^j  aBchoring  in  any  of  the 
baja 16 

Abo,  on  all  spirits  and  wines  imported..  2  6pertun 

Tobacco ••••   1  6perhhd. 

Tea »...•••  SOpercvt 

Cofte ; 1  Qditta 

Foreign  goods  not  specified  10».  per  cent,  ad  valorem. 

British  goods  not  specified,  salt  excepted,  Ss.  ad  valortnu 

In  1767  a  Manka  post-office  was  established  ^ 
and  all  regulations  relati?e  to  the  post-office  of 
Great  Britain  were  extended  to  this  island.  It 
was  ordered,  that  a  packet  should  aail  weekly 
between  Whitehaven  and  Douglas.  The  post- 
age of  ea4:h  single  letter  was,  at  first,  two-pence ; 
but,  when  the  rates  of  postage  were  increased 
throughout  Great  Britain^  this  sum  was  raised  to 
three-pence. 

The  expenditure  of  the  island  being  found 
greater  than  the  revenue^  the  following  additional 
duties  wer^  imposed  in  1780 : 

Rum,  6d.  per  gaHon,  making  with  the  firnner  duty     Its. 

Tobacco  l(f.  per  lb. td. 

Hemp,  iron,    deal  boards,  and  timber  firon  fereign 
parts,  5  per  cent,  ad  valorem^  making,  with  the  fiw^ 

aer  duty,  7^  per  cent. 
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Freiicb  wine,  iL  per  tun,  makiog  with  th«  finmer  duty  8/* 
Otlierwiiie . .2/. ^  42- 

The  duties  on  tea  and  coffee  were  withdrawn^ 

and  the  following  substituted: 


ktoa* Of.  6cf. perlb. 

Green  tea 1    0 

Cofee 0    4 

The  allowance  of  British  spirits  being  more 
than  the  demand  was  reduced  from  50^000  to 
40^000  gallons;  and  the  allowance  of  rum  in* 
creased  from  30,000  to  40,000  gallons,  30,000 
to  be  imported  from  England,  s^nd  10,000  from 
Scotland. 

The  importation  of  wine^  in  any  vessel  of  less 
than  seventy  tuns  burden  was  prohibited. 

No  goods,  fresh  fish  excepted,  were  allowed 
to  be  exported  from  the  Isle  of  Man  without  a 
warrant  from  the  custom-house. 

In  a  subsequent  year,  the  quantity  of  refined 
sugar  to  be  annually  imported  was  limited  to 

400  cwt.  fully  refined. 
10  cwt.  bastard  lamps. 

The  whole  quantity  to  be  shipped  at  Liver- 
pool, and  landed  ai  Douglas ;  and  no  part  of  it 
to  bej  on  any  account,  re-exported. 

*  Ail  tea  n^t  gr^ed. 
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In  1798  the  impoiiation  of  British  spirits  was 

prohibited ;  but  instead  of  them  were  allowed^ 

10,000  gallons  brandy,  subject  to  a  duty  of  3<.  per  gallon. 
10,000    ditto    geneva S«.  ditto. 

to  be  shipped  from  England  to  Douglas  only, 
in  casks  containing  not  less  than  one  hundred 
gallons. 

^  The  annual  allowance  of  tobacco  having  been 
reduced  from  120,000  lbs.  to  40,000  lbs.  was  in- 
creased to  60,000lbs. 

All  wine  was  subjected  to  an  additional  duty 
of  8/.  per  tun,  making,  with  the  former  duties, 
16/.  per  tun,  for  French  wine,  and  12/.  for  other 
wine  :  and  was  to  be  landed  at  Douglas  only,  in 
packages  containing  not  less  than  one  hogshead; 
the  annual  allowance  being  seventy  tuns. ' 

Hops  entitled,  on  exportation  from  England, 
to .  a  drawback  of  the  whole  duty,  were  made 
subject  to  the  dlffy  of  l-^d.  per  lb. 

Since  this  period  little,  if  any,  variation  io 
the  duties  has  been  made.  All  goods  of  limited 
quantity  must  be  imported  under  licence.  The 
collector  is  obliged  to  give  one  month's  notice 
of  the  expiration  of  licences,  and  take  in,  for 
the  space  of  fourteen  days,  all  petitions  for  new 
ones.     If  such  of  the. petitioners  as  are  inhabi- 
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tants  require  goods  equal  to  the  quantity  limited^ 
'  they  hare  the  preference  over  foreigners:  if  they 
require  a  greater  quantity,  the  'licences  are 
granted  in  rateable  proportions.  l*he  petitions 
for  imports  from  England  are  transmitted  to  the 
commissioners  at  London ;  and  those  for  Scot* 
^land  to  the  commissioners  for  Edinburgh;  and 
the  quarterly  accounts  of  all  such  importations 
are  transmitted  in  the  same  manner.  The  coun^ 
terfeiting  of  a  licence  subjects  the  offender  to  a 
fine  of  500/.  and  the  taking  of  a  fee  for  one 
subjects  the  collector  or  other  officer  to  a  fine  <yf 
50/.  On  the  licences  being  granted,  the  parties 
are  obliged  to  give  bond  to  import  the  goods 
therein  mentioned,  the  penalty  not  exceeding 
twice  the  amount  of  the  duties  upon  such  goods. 
If  the  quantities,  limited  by  any  act  of  parlia- 
ment, be  found  iasufficient  for  the  consumption 
of  the  natives,  the  lords  of  the  treasury  may  in- 
xrease  the  allowance,  giving  orders  to  the  com- 
missioners accordingly.* 

From  the  sale  of  the  island  to  the  vear  1792, 
the  expenditure  of  the  island  was  equal  to  or 
greater  than  the  revenue. 

♦  41  Geo.  Ill,  c  54,      ' 


f$0  On  the  ittvenue. 

la  w  about  the  year  1793^  his  Majesty  ap* 

pointed  fiw  comaiiMionaff  to  inquire  into  tike 

atate  of  the  I«le  of  Man.    These  were^  John 

Spranger,  Esq.  --»~-  Grant,  Esq.  attorney  and 

M.  F,  —  Oflgoode,  Esq.  attorney ; Roe, 

£sq.  i^niimsaioner  of  the  customs  at  London ;  and 

«-«—  Reid,  Esq.  conunissioner  of  the  customs  at 

Ediaburgfaj  who>  on  arriving  in  the  island^  were 

joined  by  a  committee  of  the  Keys.  Their  report, 

printed  at  a  future  period  for  the  use  of  both  houses 

of  parliament,  throws  considerable  light  upon  the 

subject.    It  gives  the  following  statement  of  the 

amount  of  custom-^ues  for  the  year  1790 : 

Collected st  Douglss  port £.779S    0  10^ 

Derby  Haven 104    9    5} 

Peel     SI  19    Si 

Rsmsey 8i  19    H 

8016    8  11 

This  account  does  not  include  harbour  dues^ 
amounting  to  about  300/.  per  annum^  and  the 
herring  custom^  about  100/.  per  annum^  appro- 
priated to  the  repairs  of  the  harbours ;  nor  does 
it  include  the  rent  of  the  salmon  fisheries,  22/. 
per  annum,  nor  the  revenue  of  the  post*foffice, 
amounting  to  the  nett  sum  of  between  200/.  add 
300/.  The  expenditure  of  the  same  year^  exclu- 
sive of  the  harbours,  was  3272/.  S«.  9d. 
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The  commimonerft  pointed  out  ttany  defects 
ii  the  system  of  icoUeotittg^  and  thmight  %  rmdic*! 
change  absolutely  necessary. 

The  Dnke  of  Athol  asserted  in  the  aUegatidiis^ 
submitted  to  the  House  of  Commons  in  the  year 
1790,  that,  for  the  70,000/.  receiyed,  he  had  given 
up  an  income  of  8000/.  per  annum.*  The 
statement  just  given  is  sufficient  to  shew  that  it 
was  derived  almost,  if  not  quite,  exclusively  from 
a  trifling  duty  on  the  smuggling  trade.  All 
other  branches  of  trade  were^  at  this  time, 
greatly  increased ;  the  duties  were  heavier ;  and 
still  the  custom-house  revenue  was  exceeded  by 
the  expenditure.  A  duty  equal  to  only  2^  ^^ 
3  per  cent,  cd  valorem,  upon  the  imports,  would 
be  sufficient  to  raise  the  alleged  sum. 

From  better  management  and  higher  duties, 
the  revenue  was  so  greatly  increased  that,  accord- 
ing to  Mr.  Pitt's  stetement  in  the  House  of 
Commons  in  1805,  it  amounted  to  the  gross  sum 
of  IS,000/.  per  annum,  upon  the  average  of  the 
last  few  years ;  and  according  to  Sir  W.  Bur* 
.roughs  to  16,000/.  for  the  year  1804.    At  this 

*  This  sum  must  include,  not  only  what  he  receivedi  bi4 
also  what  he  judgod  himself  to  be  defrauded  o& 
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time  a  ^further  compensation  of  pne*fourth  of 
the  gross  revenues  of  the  island  was  made  to 
the  Duke  of  Athol  and  his  heirs  for  ever.  This 
subject  will  be  fully  spoken  of  at  the  end  of  the 
present  Book* 
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CHAPTER  III. 


On  the  Rights  and  Libertif  of  the  Person. 

L  HE  Isle  of  Man  is  rendered  extreme! j  in- 
'  ieresting  by  being  a  littic  dependency  on  Great 
Britain^  retaining  its  own  laws  and  customs; 
the  more  so,  now  England,  Scotland,  and  Ire- 
land are  blended  into  one  government ;  still  pre- 
serving its  freedom  from  all  internal  taxation^ 
while  the  surrouifding  nations  are  almost  over- 
whelmed. Lord  Chief-justice  Coke  observes^ 
that,  although  this  island  is  no  parcel  of  the 
realm  of  England,  yet  it  is  part  of  the  domi- 
nions of  the  King,  and  therefore  allegiance  is  re- 
served in  public  oaths ;  and  that  its  laws  are  such 
as  are  scarce  to  be  found  anywhere  else: '   ^ 

The  isje  is  divided  into  two  districts,  each 
having  a  Deemster  or  chief-justice ;  into  six 
sheadings  or  counties,  with  their  respective 
coroners  or  sheriffs ;  and  into  seventeen  parishes. 

The  subjects  under  consideration  I  shall  en- 
deavour to  arrange  as  succinctly  as  possible  in 
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the  following  order ;  the  rights  and  liberty  of  the 
person ;  property  in  general ;  private  wrongs, 
and  their  redress;  public  wrongs,  and  their 
punishment^ 

The  Isle  of  Man  cannot  boast  of  any  Magna 
Charta,  any  Bill  of  Rights,  any  HaUeas-Corpus 
act,  or  any  written  promise  of  the  sovereign  re- 
lative to  the  liberty  of  the  subject. 

The  infringement  of  liberty  gives  rise  to  laws 
respecting  it  When  the  government  of  a  coun^ 
try  continues  long,  with  little  variation,  and  is 
not  intolerably  bad,  the  people  are  usually  coo^ 
tent.  The  arbitrary  acts  of  J«hn  and  his  prede* 
cessors,  and  the  people's  wish  Ifbr  their  old 
Saxon  government,  gave  rise  to  the  rebellion 
of  the  Barons,  the  English  Magna  Charta. 

We  hear  of  few  vexatious  arrests  made  by  the 
Manks  government,  and  of  these  few  is  that  of 
Bishop  Wilson.  The  Lord's  oflKcer  might  im- 
prison any  one  for  a  debt  due  to  the  Lord ;  but ' 
the  causes  sufficient  for  arresting  a  person  were 
not  defined  in  any  act  previously  to  the  year 
1736,  when  the  Governor  or  any  of  the  officers 
was  prohibited  from  arresting  a  man,  except  for 
flagrant  breaches  of  tb^  peace,  open  riots  or. 
1 
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dirturbaoices^  or  other  notorioas  mudemeanon^ 
unless  eyidence  on  oath  was  given,  relating  the 
complaint  or  a  sufficient  cause  of  suspicion. 

It  is  amusing  and  instructive  to  observe  the 
arbitrary  and  most  tyrannical  laws  made  against 
the  low^  orders  of  the  people,  and  to  mark  their 
consequences*  All  persons^  having  no  regular 
occupation,  or  not  being  in  a  farm,  were  liable 
to  be  taken  for  servants,  and  have  only  such 
wages  as  the  law  allowed.  A  ploughman  was 
mtttled  to  iSs.  4d.  a  year,  besides  meat  and 
drink ;  a  driver  to  10^.  and  a  horseman  to  8^. : 
a  mason,  carpenter,  or  shipwright,  to  4d.  a 
day,  and  other  workmen  in  proportion.  Em- 
ployers giving  more  were  liable  to  forfeit  to  the 
Lord  a  sum  equal  to  the  whole  wages.*  The 
Lord  and  his  officers  had  the  first  choice  of  ser- 
vants, and  might,  at  the  beginning  of  a  half 
year,  even  take  them  away  from  any  of  the  in- 
habitants, except  the  twenty-four  Keys. 

Children  not  brought  up,  or  put  apprentice, 
to  any  trade,  were  liable  to  be  ordered  into  ser- 
vice, unless  the  parent  was  old  or  decrepid,  and 
required  assistance.  In  this  case,  one  child 
might  be  kept  at  home,  but  the  parents  were 

♦Statute,  1609. 
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obliged  to  give  public  notice  of  their  intention^ 
in  order  that  no  '^  deemster,  moare,  coroner^  or 
farmer  might  expect  such  choice  child,  and  be 
disappointed."^ 

In  169 1>  the  laws  were  rendered  still  more 
severe,  and  servants  refusing  to  work  on  the 
legal  terms  were  to  be  imprisoned  till  thej  con- 
sented. In  order  to  encourage  foreign  artificers, 
the  laws  were  made  relative  to  Manks  work'-peo- 
ple  only. 

The  children  of  the  poorer  class  being  thus, 
by  various  unjust  laws,  reduced  to  a  situation 
much  worse  than  that  of  their  neighbours,  were 
induced  by  their  own  choice,  and  that  of  their 
parents,  to  leave  the  island  :  and  so  frequent  was 
their  emigration,  that  the  legislature  judged  it 
necessary  to  interfere  once  more  respecting 
them.  Thus,  does  it  oflen  happen,  that  *  one 
unjust  proceeding  necessarily  brings  on  another. 
l^e  learn,  by  the  act  of  Tinwald,  that  all  the 
industrious  people  and  the  good  servants  had 
gone  abroad  for  the  sake  of  higher  wages,  and 
that  none  were  left  but  the  drunken,  the  idle, 
and  the  dissolute,  who  were  rather  a  .clog  upon 
the  community  than  any  advantage  to  it*     ''  By 

•  Statute,  166S. 
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the  practice  of  such  emigration  was  expected 
inevitably  to  ensue  the  utter  decay^  not  only  of 
husbandry  and  tillage,  but  also  of  all  kind  of 
trade^  being  thus  drained  of  its  useful  strength 
and  substance/'*  It  was  therefore  enacted^ 
that  all  natives^  who  had  ever  done  any  work 
for  money^  clothes^  food>  or  other  consideration^ 
should  not  be  permitted  to  leave  the  island  till ' 
they  had  attained  the  age  of  twenty-five  years; 
and  had  either  been  seven  years  in  service,  or 
had  served  an  apprenticeship  of  five  years ;  the 
Governor,  nevertheless,  being  authorized  to 
grant  his  licence  or  pass  to  any  one,  on  a  special 
cause,  by  him  deemed  sufficient. 

This  was  the  last  of  the  vain  attempts  of 
Government  to  overturn  the  natural  course  of 
things;  for  the  purpose  of  the  next  act  upon 
the  subject,  passed  in  the  year  1777,  was  to  re- 
peal all  former  laws  respecting  servants  and  their 
wages,  at  length  found  worse  than  useless,  and 
at  that  time  nearly  obsolete.  The  same  act 
sets  aside  several  old  laws  and  feudal  customs, 

A  house*servant  is  supposed  to  be  hired  fot 
half  a  year,  when  no  special  agreement  is  made 
between  the  employer  and  the  employed.    The 

\  \»  Statute,  1691. 
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contract  is  mutual ;  either  party  maybe  punished 
Ibr  Iveaking  it ;  the  master  by  the  payment  of 
dami^es^  the  seryant  by  imprisonment. 

Between  an  apprentice  and  his  master  the 
dontraei  is  also  mutual. 

The  laws  were  nearly  silent  respecting  mar« 
riages  till  the  year  1757.  Persons  of  any  ago 
might  intermarry^  without  either  licence  or  the 
publication  of  banns.  Even  the  prohibited  de- 
gree of  affinity  was  never  settled  by  an  act  of 
Tinwald;  and  to  the  present  time  no  other  legal 
disabilities  exist  The  marriage  ceremony  is 
according  to  the  Protestant  churchy  and  several 
of  the  regulations  observed  in  England  were, 
at  this  time,  adopted  here.  No  person  can  be 
married  till  he  has  received  the  sacrament,  ex* 
cept  by  special  leave  of  the  ordinary ;  *  nor  any 
one,  except  a  widow  or  widower,  under  twenty* 
one  years  of  age,  without  the  consent  of  the 
father  or  guardian^  or  in  default  of  these,  of  die 
mother,  except  by  the  publication  of  banns,  for 
three  successive  Sundays,  which,  if  not  ob* 
jected  to,  implies  their  consent  If  the  father  is 
deid^  and  the  minor  is  unable  to  |Nrocure  the 
consent  of  his  guardian  ot  mother  to  the  pro* 

*  Statute,  17W. 
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posed  marriage,  he  may  petition  the  Governor 
for  leave :  and  if  the  Governor  deems  the  ob- 
jection of  the  guardian  or  mother  inaufficteni; 
he  may  grant  leave  accordingly. 

Aliens  may  not  marry  till  they  have  resided 
three  montlu  on  the  island. 

When  banns  have  not  been  published,  a 
licence  from  the  Bishop  or  his  deputy  is  always 
necessary :  the  solemnization  muat  be  by  a  mi* 
nister ;  and  at  the  parish  church  of  one  of  the 
parties^  unless  the  Bishop  grant  a  special  licence^ 
under  his  own  hand  and  seal^  to  marry  else- 
where. The  coftt  of  a  licence  is  a  British 
crown;  of  a  special  licence  forty  shillings. 
These  sums  being  moderate^  banns  are  not  very 
frequent.  A  residence  of  three  days  renders  the 
party  a  parishioner. 

On  the  snlyect  of  divorces  we  find  nothing  in 
the  statutes. 

Man  and  wife^  buron  tLOjiJeme,  are  not  so 
completely  united  into  one  person  by  the  Manks, 
as  by  the  English  law.  All  property,  except 
hmdsd  estates  <^  inheritancej  they  possess  m 
<:omfliO|ij  with  this  difference,  that  the  husband 
nay  bequeath  hia  share  of  the  property  to  whom 
be  will ;  the  wife^  if  she  makes  a  will  al  mO, 
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may  leave  the  property  only  to  her  cbildreti  hf 
the  present  husband.  If 'she  has  none^  she  can^ 
not  make  a  will.  On  the  death  of  the  husband, 
the  widow  enters  upon  her  share  of  the  property: 
on  the  death  of  the  wife^  not  having  made  a 
will,  the  husband  enters  upon  the  whole.  Pre- 
viously to  1777,  the  testament  of  the  wife  was 
not  restricted  to  her  husband  and  children  ;  but 
Ac  might  leave  her  moiety  of  property  to  whom- 
ever she  pleased,  which  practice^  as  the 'act 
asserts,  frequently  occasioned  the  utter  ruin  of 
the  widower.  A  difference  formerly  prevailed 
between  the  southern  and  northern  districts,  re- 
specting the  wife's  or  widow's  right ;  but  it  does 
Dot  exist  at  present*  In  cases  of  treason  or 
felony,  only  the  criminal's  share  becomes  for- 
feited. 

A  father  is  obliged  to  maintain  his  children 
till  they  attain  the  age  of  fourteen  years.  At 
this  period  terminates  alMegal  obligation  between 
them.  A  child  at  this  age  may  demand  ianjr 
legacy  and  depart ;  but,  if  he  is  entitled  io  any 
inheritance  from  the  mother,  and,  nevertheless, 
remains  at  home,  the  father  is  entitled  to  the 
interest  or  use  of  the  money  as  a  compensation 
ibr  his  maintenance.     Children,  enteripg  upon 
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fkeir  prdpertji  of  whaterer  sort  it  U^  ar«  iipt 
permitted  to  dispose  of  any  part  of  it  till  ttiej 
are  twenty-one  years  old^  extept  in  cases  of  ab-* 
solute  necessity^  approved  of  by  the  Governor. 
A  child  is  ndt  considered  td  be  disinherited^  un-^ 
less  the  legacy  of  sixpence  be  left  to  him;* 

I  have  been  speaking  of  legitimate  children 
t>nly:  others  cannot  inherit;  but  the  inteT'^ 
tnarriageofthefather  and  mother^  trithin  three 
years  of  the  birth  of  a  natural  child^  trill  render 
that  child  ^Igitimate. 

A  father  may  appoint  a  guardian.  If  he  ne* 
gleets  to  do  so^  and  leaves  a  veidow  and  one 
child,  the  father's  kindred  have  the  custody  of 
the  child  till  it  is  fourteen  years  old.  If  there 
are  two  children  left,  the  mother  takes  citre  of 
the  eldest,  and  may,  by  vrill,  appoint  a  guar-^ 
dian  i  the  second  child  is  to  be  taken  care  of  aa 
an  only  one  wpuld  be.  A  guardian  most  Hot^ 
except  in  cases  of  extremity,  let  the  lands  of  a 
minor  fof  a  longer  term^han  his  minority.f 

There  are  no  bodies  corporate  in  the  Isle  of 
Man,  except  those  which  are  necessarily  flfo  id 
virtue  of  the  office,  and  are  sole  coi^poratiooi : 

•'Stati^fte-book,  Anfnd  1525»  lfi77#  17<H« 
f  Statute-book,  Anno  15d& 
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as^  the  bishops^  parsons,  Ticars,  churchwardenf^ 
and  some  others.  They  are .  rendered  so  by 
holding;  in  perpetuity,  a  trust  inseparable  from 
the  office. 

Very  few  differences  between  natives  and 
aliens  exist.  One  we  mentioned  in  the  last 
chapter ;  the  others  will  be  spoken  of  as  oeca* 
sion  offers.  Formerly  there  was  a  great  prejn** 
dice  against  the  Scotch,  and  all  of  that  nation 
were  obliged  to  leave  the  island,  by  the  first 
vessel  that  sailed,  on  the  forfeiture  of  goods  and 
liberty.  A  foreigner  might  not,  without  special 
leave,  proceed  further  into  the  country  than  the 
nearest  pariah  church. 


fU$ 
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On  Pr&ptrty. 

Property  seems  to  be  divided  naturaUj 
into  things  real  or  landed  estates,  and  things  per-* 
sonal,  or  whatever  does  not  come  within  the  first 
division. 

All  the  lands  of  Man  belonged  formerly  to  the 
Lord.  Even  so  lately  as  the  sixteenth  century 
no  person  could  sell,  or  in  atiy  manner  alienate 
his  land,  by  whatever  title  acquired,  without  a 
licence,  either  from  the  Lord,  or  from  three  of  his 
principal  OMcers.  The  occupiers  of  the  soil  were 
termed  the  Lord's  tenants,  and  all  were  subject  to 
the  payment  of  &  fine  or  rental. 

James,  Earl  of  Derby,  endeavoured^  in  the 

year  1643>  to  make  all  the  tenures  leasehold,  either 

for  three  lives,  or  twenty-one  years;  and  ap-' 

pointed  four  commissioners  to  compound  with  the 

■ 
holders,  and  mijce  agreements,  in  the  b^t  man-* 

ner  they  could.  His  conduct  gave  rise  to  a  warm 
contest  betyi^een  the  sovereign  and  the  land- 
holders, which  terminated  in  1703,  the  former 
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agreeing  tot  himself  aad  succesi ors  to  gire  up  all 
title  to  the  land,  so  long  as  the  latter  paid  hira 
the  fines  and  rentals,  agteed  between  them  indi- 
Tidually  and  the  Earl's  commissioner!,  in  and 
after  the  year  1643.  The  Lord^s  dues  were  thus^ 
made  incontrovertibly  fixed,  however  much  the 
land  might  at  any  future  time  be  improved,  and 
the  value  of  it  increased.  The  term  of  a  lease 
must  not  exceed  twenty-one  years  ;  and  a  mort* 
gage,  if  not  redeemed  within  five  years,  renders 
the  parties  liable  to  the  fine  of  alienation. 

In  1777  an  act  was  passed,  confirming  this  act 
of  settlement,  the  preamble  of  which  breathed  ao 
air  of  greater  fireedom  than  had  till  then  pre* 
vailed. 

Estates  became,  on  the  death  of  the  ovrner,  the 
property  of  the  eldest  son  ;  or,  if  there  was  no 
son,  of  the  eldest  daughter :  and  herein  did  the 
law  of  Man  differ  from  that  of  other  feudal  na- 
tions. The  courage  of  the  female  inhabitants, 
to  whom  a  signal  Victory  was  once  attributed^ 
was  perhaps  the  foundation  of  this  custom,  ex- 
tant at  the  present  time  for  estates  remaining 
entailed,  and  for  those  of  persons  dying  intestate. 

Estates  of  inheritance  might  be  sold  by  special 
Wave  of  three  of  the  I^rd'a  principal  oflkers. 
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Siicli  as  -wtx^  «oId  once  were  afterwards  considered 
resaleable  on  tbe  payment  of  a  fine ;  and  thus  was 
the  number  of  entailed  estates  constantly  di- 
minishing. In  this  manner  began  and  continued 
the  system  of  purchase,  and  consequently  of  de<^ 
Tise.  What  a  oian  could  aliensite  in  his  life  time, 
he  could  devise  at  his  death.  If  he  died  intestate^ 
the  purchased  lands  which  he  possessed  descended 
as  estates  of  inheritance^  but  the  heir  was  obKged 
to  pay  the  value  of  the  lands  to  the  executors  of 
ihe  deceased^  to  be  divided  as  a  personal  estate. 
But  at  present  no  distinction  is  made  between 
estates  of  inheritance  and  of  pi^rchase,  except  so 
far  as  concerns  the  wife's  or  widow's  right ;.  tbe 
whole^  with  this  exception^  falling,  without  any 
compensation  to  be  made  in  return^  to  the  hetr 
at  law. 

The  isle  was  divided  into  six  hundred  portions, 
called  quarterlands ;  but  according  to  Feltham 
the  present  number  is  seven  hundred  an(i  fifty- 
pine  ;  all  other  estates  appear  to  be  aUotments 
out  of,  or  encroachments  upon,  these. 

In  the  possession  of  land»  no  distinction  is  made 
between  natives  and  aliens. 

A  title  to  land  may  be  acquired  by  the  sen* 
%m»  of  a  court  of  laWi  or  by  occupancy,  as 
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well  as  by  descent^  devise^  or  purchase.  The 
firsts  being  founded  upon  some  pre-existing 
rights  I  shall  pass  OTer^  and  speak  only  of  oc- 
cupancy. 

If  a  person  had  unmolested  possession  of 
land  for  ten  years^  after  the  true  proprietor  had 
a  title  to  it^  and  who  was  not  of  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years^  non  compos  mentis,  imprisoned^ 
or  beyond  seas^  it  became  the  absolute  property 
of  the  occupier:  but^  if  such  incapacities  existed 
in  the  proprietor^  he  maintained  his  title  for  five 
years  after  they  were  removed.  The  first  period 
has  been  since  extended  from  ten  to  twenty-one 
years^  and  the  last  reduced  from  five  to  two. 

Every  landholder  has  a  rights  by  prescription^ 
or  immemorial  custom^  of  feeding  his  sheep  or 
cattle  upon  the  commons^  their  number  being  in 
proportion  to  the  quantity  of  land  which  he 
holds.  Every  inhabitant  possesses  the  same  right 
of  quarrying  stone  for  his  own  use ;  and  also,  on 
the  annual  payment  of  one  halfpenny  to  the 
Lord,  a  sum  not  now  demanded,  ol^digging  peat 
vpon  &e  mountains.* 

f  StatHte*bpok,  Apiio  158S,  16*7, 1643, 1645, 1(^7, 1662, 
1708, 
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In  cases  of  treason  or  felony^  estates,  real  as 
wetl  as  personal,  are  forfeited  to  the  Lord.* 

A  title  to  things  personal  may  be  acquired  by 
prerogative,  by  forfeiture,  by  descent,  by  devise, 
by  purchase,  by  action  at  law,  by  occupancy,  by 
marriage,  by  custom,  by  gift,  by  exchange,  by 
djstreint  for  rent,  or  by  execution,  subsequent  to 
the  judgment  of  a  court.  A  few  of  these  heads 
require  sone  explanation. 

AH  wrecks  not  claimed  within  a  year  and  a 
day,  and  all  mines,  are  the  Lord's,  by  his  prero- 
gative. Forfeitures  of  felons'  goods  w^e  made 
to  the  Lord,  except  goats  to  the  Queen,  and  cer- 
tain perquisites  or  fees  to  the  Coraner  and  Deem- 
ster, never  to  the  Bishop,  or  other  Barons,  even 
when  they  held  tbe;ir  own  courts.f  The  right  of 
treasure-trove  has  been  transferred  from  the  Lord- 
Proprietor  to  the  King  of  England,^  but  ne  case 
relative  to  felons'  goods  has  occurred  since  the 
revestment.  Appeal  bonds,  hereafter  to  be  men^ 
tioned,  are  payable  to  the  King,  as:  are  all  legal 
fines.  Game  belonged  to  the  Lord  by  his  prero- 
gative.    The  killing  of  a  hawk,  heron,  hart,  or 

*  Statute-book,  1665. 

f  Statute-book,  Anho  1577 ;  **  The  old  cuBtomai^  Laws  of 
the  Ide  of  JMan  put  in  writing.*' 
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hind^  without  his  licencej  sulgectt  the  party  to  a 
penalty  of  S/.i  one  half  to  the  Lord,  and  ono 
^alf  to  the  informer :  the  shooting  of  a  pigeon, 
pertridg^,  or  grouie,  to  a  penalty  of  )/.    Thus  a 
pigeon  is  accounted  game ;  but  a  hare  is  not  so. 
A  Ucemce  for  a  year  ipay  generally  be  obtained 
by  application  to  the  proper  officer,  and  the  pay«r 
ment  of  the  fee  of  half-a-crown.     The  former 
penalties  were  71*  to  the  Lord  for  every  animd^ 
iicpounted  game,  that  was  killed ;  for  every  tame 
^eer,  killed  or  taken,  10/.  besides  a  discretionary 
imprisonment;  for  every  hawk  or  h^on,  S/I ;  and 
for  their  ^;gs,  S/.  each.    The  game  laws  are  now 
pearly  obsolete. 

^  A  widow  beeomes  entitled,  on  the  death  of  her 
husband,  to  half  the  real  and  personal  estate,  en-^ 
tails  excepted,  possessed  by  thenij  whether  he 
has  made  9  wjll  or  not.*  If  he  dies  intestate,  the 
l^luldren,  or  their  representativefb  inherit  the 
0ther  half  in  eqqal  portions  ;  and  if  there  are  nq 
4shildren,  or  thejr  representatives,  the  next  of 
kindreds  in  equal  degree,  representatives  among 
(collaterals,  after  brothers  and  sisters.  If  there  is 
jkp  widow^  children  being  excluded,  the  whole  it 

>  SUtaterljook,  1777, 
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divided  9»  the  bdf  would  otherwise  he.  A  will 
^fa^uld  be  proi^ed  within  three  months  of  the 
death  of  the  party ;  and  the  l^^cies  are  to  be 
paid,  er  the  estate  dinded,  within  fourteen  dayy 
of  the  probation  of  the  will,  o?  the  granting  of 
lettfMTs  of  administration.  For  some  cause,  ap-' 
ptrently  y^y  adverse,  to  the  public  good,  tha 
executors  are  not  obliged,  by  law,  to  pay  ^ 
debts  of  the  deceased,  before  the  expiratioii  of 
three  years  from  the  time  of  his  dei^th. 

All  civil  actions,  except  on  accounts  current 
qaust  be  brought  within  three  years  of  the  cause 
of  abtion,  unless  the  Plaintiff  b  a  minor,  mm 
f:ampQS  mentis,  beyond  seas,  or  has  any  other  lei- 
gal  imperfection.  In  these  cases  it  must  be  brought 
within  three  years  of  the  removal  of  the  imper- 
fection, Thm  a  title  by  occupaQcy^s  sometimes 
obtained.* 

If  a  tenant  quits  the  farm  on  the  M^y  half 
^ear  day  he  is  entitled  to  the  standing  crops. 

Marriage  is  a  sort  of  partnership,  and  does  not 
afford  an  exclusive  tide  to  estates,  either  real  or 
personal. 

Right  by  custom  is  now  pearly  obsolete,  ex* 
"  (ept  thill  fff  some  clerical  fees^    Certain  articles 
f  AIUI017S8, 
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were  formerly  heirlooms ;  but  in  tba  year  1747^ 
it  was  enacted  that  a  man's  firelock  should  be  the 
only  one  bo  taken. 

The  goods  which  are  taken  in  distress  or  exe* 
cution^  must  remain  one  month  as  a  pawn»  re* 
deemable  by  the  tenant  or  defendant^  on  pay* 
ment  of  the  rent^  or  of  money  recovered  in  an 
action  at  law.  If  not  redeemed^  they  are  to  be 
sold  by  public  auction.  Should  goods  be  frau* 
dulently  removed,  the  landlord  may,  within  a 
,  fortnight  of  his  rent's  becoming  due,  seize  them 
wherever  tiiey  are  io  be  found ;  and  no  sale, 
assignment,  or  other  agreement,  can  set  aside  the 
landlord's  just  claim,  in  the  first  instance,  to  one 
year's  rent.  Whatever  relates  to  a  distress,  or 
execution,  is  the  business  of  the  Coroner ;  and 
he  is  entitled  to  one  shilling  in  the  pound  for  his 
trouble,  chargeable  on  the  tenant  or  defendant 

If  the  sentence  of  a  court  of  law  is  not  in  due 
time  attended  to,  or  an  appeal  made,  execution 
against  the  defendant's  goods  is  graqted  as  a 
matter  of  course. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

« 

On  private  Wrongs,  and  th^ir  Redress. 

X  HE  distinction  between  private  and  public 
wrongs  is  thus  defined  by  Blackstone:  private' 
WTongs^  or  civil  injuries  are  an  infringement  or 
privation  of  the  civil  rights  which  belong  to  in- 
dividuals^ considered  merely  as  individuals: 
public' wrongs  are  a  breach  and  violation  of  the 
public  rights  or  duties  due  to  the  whole  com^ 
munity  in  its  social^  ^^ggregate  capacity.  The 
difference  between  them,  though  founded,  per- 
haps^ upon  the  ^aw  of  nature,  is  generally  the 
consequence  of  positive  law.  Wrongs,  the  re- 
dress of  which  is  intended  as  a  compensation  to 
the  individual  injured,  I  term,  private :  and  those 
for  which  the  criminal  is  more  severely  punished, 
chiefly  as  an  example  to  others,  and  with  little 
or  no  benefit  to  the  injured  man,  I  term,  public^ 
Any  person  cutting  his  neighbour's  grass  or 
corn,  breaking  fences,  or  putting  cattle  into  hi9 
fields  at  night  for  pasture,  might  formerly  be 
fined  an<)  punished  at  thp  discretion   of  the 
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Governor  or  Deemster.  The  party  aggrieved 
might  slso  recover  damages  at  the  court  of  com- 
mon law;  and  the  evidence  taken  before  the 
Goverpoi  or  Deemster  was  \o  be  sufficient  for 
the  jurj.  But  this  method  was  abolished  in 
1665  :  a  complaint  of  trespass  is  to  be  made  to 
the  Coroner  or  other  proper  officer,  who  must/ 
without  delay^  nominate^  charge,  and  swear 
four  honest  neighbours^  to  view  the  trespass  and 
^  estimate  the  damage.  Upon  their  verdict  being 
given,  which  is  to  be  four  times  the  actual  da^ 
mage,  the  defendant  is  to  pay  the  amount  i0  the 
plaintiff! .  If  be  refuses  payment,  the  Deemster, 
on  application  made  to  him,  will  immediately 
issue  an  order  to  the  Coroner^  to  take  «  sufficient 
quantity  of  his  goods  in  execution. 

The  trespass  jury  is,  properly  speaking,  com* 
posed  of  four  arbitrators,  vrfao,  if  they  cannot 
agree,  sometimes  choose  a  fifth  person,  or  um- 
pire»  and  herein  they  differ  from  other  Manks 
juries,  who  are  obliged  to  give  an  unanimous 
verdict 

Dogs  worrying  sheep  or  lambs,  the  fact  being 
proved  before  the  Deemster,  are  to  be  hanged  ; 
and  the  owner  is  to  pay  certain  damages  to  the 
injured  party. 
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If  the  boundary  or  fence  between  two  estates 
be  in  a  ruinous  or  insufficient  condition^  both 
parties  must  contribute  equally  to  its  repair.  If 
either  refuse^  the  Deemster^  on  application  made 
to  him^  will  appoint  a  jury  of  foiir  judicious  men 
of  the  sheading  to  examine  the  boundary^  and 
to  report  an  estimate  of-  the  expense  of  such 
repair  as  would  keep  the  fence  in  a  proper  stste 
for  the  term  often  years.  The  moiety  of  such 
estimate  having  been  awarded  by  the  Deemster 
against  tho  defendant^  the  plaintiff  is  obligedj 
with  all  convenient  speed,  to  erect  a  stone  wall^ 
at  least  two  feet  four  inches  broad  at  the  founda- 
tion/sixteen  inches  broad  at  top,  and  five,  feet 
high,  covered  with  copeing  or  projecting  stones. 

Persons,  having  been  found  guilty  of  slander 
in  the  temporal  or  spiritual  courts,  are  subject 
also  to  actions  for  damages  at  the  court  of  com- 
mon law.  * 

Nuisances,  encroachments,  filth,  or  rubbish,  in 
any  town,  are  to  be  removed  by  the  offender,  by 
order  of  its  respective  High-bailiff.  If  the  party 
neglects  to  do  so,  he  is  to  be  fined  ten  shillings 
for  every  offence  ;  and  if  the  High-bailiff  neg-* 

lects  to  present  him  before  the  Governor  or 

ft 
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Deemster,  himself  may  be  presented  by  any  otic, 
and  be  fined  in  the  same  sum,  one  half  to  the 
informer;  the  other  half,  in  this  case,  and  the 
irhole  penalty  in  the  former  ease,  being  ap- 
propriated to  the  improvement  of  the  market-* 
place.*  Pigs  going  at  laige  in  the  streets  sub- 
ject the  o^ner  to  a  penalty  of  an  English  shilling 
each. 

A  woman,  convicted  of  adultery  in  the  eccle- 
siastial  court,  loses  her  wife's  or  widow's'  right, 
and  is  entitled  to  only  such  alimony  or  property^ 
as  the  court  thinks  proper  to  allow*  Neither  of 
the  parties  is  liable  to  any  other  punishment^  ex-  ' 
cept  church  censures. 

.  A  person  may  recover  damages  for  false  im-^ 
prisonment,  vexatious  or  frivolous  arrests.  The 
action  was  formerly  brought  in  the  court  of 
chancery :  the  amount  of  damages  was  referred 
to  a  jury ;  but  the  Chancellor  might  mitigate  it 
if  he  thought  it  extravagant.  An  act  of  1777 
takes  the  matter  out  of  the  Chancellor's  jurisdic^ 
tion^  and  directs  such  suits  to  be  brought  before 
the  court  of  common  law,  and  finally  determined 
by  a  jury.  Damages  for  vexatious  or  frivolous 
arrests,  made  by  the  authority  of  the  Water«> 

♦  Statates,  1776  and  1777. 
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Bailiff^  usually^  but  improperly^  called  detention 
for  a  tide's  water^  are  recoverable  in  the  Court  of 
Admiralty. 

I  proceed  now  to  mention  the  courts  of  law 
for  the  redress  of  civil  injuries.  The  coarts  of 
the  High-bailiff,  of  the  Deemster^  and  of  the 
Governor^  are  somewhat  similar  to  the  only  me^ 
thod*  of  trial  known  to  the  civil  law.  Here  the 
Judge  is  left  to  form  the  sentence  in  his  oWn 
breast,  upon  the  credit  of  the  witnesses  examined, 
in  other  courts  the  causes  are  determined  by  a 
jury.  Trial  by  jury  was  common  at  a  very  early 
period^  among  all  the  northern  nations  ;  so  muck 
80,  that  there  are  scarcely  any  records  extant  on 
the  constitution  of  those  countries  that  do  not 
mention  this  tribunal.  It  was  ever  justly  es- 
teemed a  privilege,  or  rather  law,  of  the  most 
beneficial  nature^* 

A  High-bailiff  resides  at  each  of  the  four 
townsj  and  holds  his  comrt  there  once  in  every 
week.  In  the  island  are  seventeen  parishes,  of 
which,  LomtD/  Oncan,  Braddon,  and  Marown^ 
are  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Bailiff  of  Doug* 
las:  Malew,  Santon,  Arbory,  and  Rushen,  of  the 
Bailiff  of  Castletown :  Patrick,  German,  Michael, 

*  Blackstone, 
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tnd  Ballaogli,  of  the  BailiflTof  Peel ;  and  JFurbjy 
Andfeas>  Bride>  Lezaire>  and  Maughold,  of  the 
Bailiff  of  Ramsey.  This  court  was  inrtituted 
so  lately  as  the  year  I ^77. 

*  The  High-biiUff  is  the  only  judge  who  takes 
eognizance  of  tomplaints  and  debts  under  the 
^ue  of  forty  shillings.  He  usually  determines 
them  at  the  first  hearings  in  the  presence  of  the 

.  parties^  who  ar#  summoned  by  his  warrant.  An 
appeal  or  traxerse  from  his  decision  may^  within 
seven  days^  be  made  to  the  Deensiter^  the  appel* 
bnt  entering  into  a  bond  of  three  pounds^  pay- 
able to  the  King>  to  prosecute  the  appeal  with 
effect  within  one  month.  All  appeal  bonds^ 
fro(n  whatever  courts  have  the  same  penalty  an* 
oexed.  If  the  Deemster  confirms  the  former 
decision,  the  appellant  is  obliged  to  pay  the 
costs  of  the  application,  and  also  the  value  of 
the  bond,  unless  mitigated  by  the  court,  as  it 
sometimes  is,  even  to  ten  or  five  shillings. 

There  are  two  Deemsters  in  the  island,  one  of 
whom  is  judge,  or  chief  justice  of  the  southern 
division,  and  usually  holds  his  court  at  Castle- 
town ;  the  other,  of  the  northern  division,  and 
usually  holds  his  court  at  Ramsey.  They  are 
not  obliged,  by  law,  to  sit  in  these  places;  but 
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each  may  hold  his  court  wherever  he  may  deem 
most  convenient,  within  his  owq  district.  >  Ac- 
cording to  Chaloner>  he  might  decide  a  caiise, 
even  walking  or  riding  upon  the  highway^  pro* 
vided  the  parties  were  in  his  preseAce,  On  en- 
tering upon  the«fanctidns  of  his  office  he  takes 
the  following  oath  :  ''  By  this  book,. and  by  the 
holy  contents  thereof^  and  by  the  wonderful 
works  that  God  hath  miraculously  wrought  io 
heaven  above,  and  in  the  earth  beneath,  in  six 
days  and  seven  nights,  I>  A.  B.  do  swear  that  I 
will,  without  respect  of  favour  of  friendship, 
love  or  gain,  consanguinity  or  affinity,  envy  or 
malice,  execute  the  laws  of  this  isle  justly,  be- 
twixt our  Sovereign  Lord,  the  King>  and  his 
subjects  within  this  isle,  and  betwixt  party  and 
party,  as  indifferently  as  the  herring's  back  bone 
doth  lie  in  the  midst  of  the  fish/'  The  sum- 
mons of  appearance  to  any  party  concerned  viras 
formerly,  and  even  till:  the. year  1763,  nothing 
more  tbflfn  his  name  or  its  initial,  marked  by  the 
Deemster  upon  a  piece  of  blue  stone  or  slate. 
This,  with  two-pence,  was  given  to  the  sumner, 
whose  duty  it  was  to  shew  it  to  the  party,  to  tell 
him  who  was  the  plaintiff,  and  let  him  know  the 

S 


SIS    Prh^k  fTrengis  Mid  their  Sedreu. 

reqQiBite  time  of  «ppe«raoce.     It  it  bow  2q 
writing  Qpoa  paper^  and  costs  sizpoDoe. 

Tke  Deemiter  has  an  extaniiye  Jurisdictioa^ 
bekig  competent  to  decide  all  causes  exceeding 
Ae  Talu^  of  forty  sbilUngs»  not  bein^  actions 
wbsre  damages  ire  to  bft  asscfsed*  or  such  as 
eorae  properly  before  the  Chancellor;  all  such 
as  rcapeot  delunation^  sl^ndcTj  or  simple  breach 
jff  peace ;  and  all  appeals  from  the  judgment  of 
'ihe  HigMwUiff-  The  cause  is  usually  deter^ 
imnoi  at  the  fitvt  hearing  J  and  an  appeal  from 
hm  decision  may  be  made  to  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Law  or  of  Chancery,  as  the  case  n)ay  require ; 
the  action  haTing  originated  here  or  ill  the 
Higfa-baihiPs  Court  making  no  difference  in  this 
'respect. 

Decorum  between  the  parties  is  hot  always  so 
much  adhered  to  as  it  ought  to  be.  They  and 
their  witnesses  are  extmined  upon  oath  by  the 
Deismster,  as  he  may  want  information  on  the 
ttlbject ;  and  I  have  heard  each  giye  the  lye  to 
his  aif^gonist  without  any  ceremony^  proceed 
to  pretty  high  words>  and  sometimes^  as  if  in  de^ 
£%nte,  make  grivaces.  The  business  of  Attorney 
and  of  Counsellor  alt  here  vested  in  the  same 
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)^n(m,  and  he  is  not  always  perfectly  free  froia 
a  spirit  af  this  description^  The  trial  ii  in  the 
Manks  or  English  language^  and  sometimes  a 
mixture  of  both. 

The  costs  of  the  action  include  a  very  trifling 
allowance  for  the  travelling  expenses  of  the 
party  and  his  witnesses.* 

A  Court  of  Common  Law  is  held  at  Castletown 
tnd  at  Ramsey  four  times  in  the  year^  the  term 
commencing  one  week  later  at  the  latter  than  at 
the  former  place. 

The  Coroner  opens  the  court  with  this  pro** 
clamation  :  ''  I  do  fence  this  court  that  no  man-^ 
ner  of  person  do  quarrel  or  brawl^  nor  molest 
the  audience,  and  that  they  do  answer  when 

*  "  witnesses  shall  have  charges  allow^  them»  save  in  tb^ 
:Lord'8  causes,  in  manner  follcming :  a  gentleman  or  gentle* 
iroinaii»  iHio  riiall  be  charged  as  a  witness  before  any  comt» 
magistrate,  or  minister  of  justice,  shall,  upon  bis  or  her  ap-r 
pearance^  be  allowed  sixpence  for  every  parish  through  which 
he  or  she  shall  be  obliged  to  travel,  so  that  the  same  do  not 
exceed  two  shillings  and  sixpence  ia  the  whole.  Eve^ 
tradesman  or  tradeswoman  shall  be  allowed,  for  loss  of  time> 
eightpence,  besides  twopence  for  every  parish  he  or  she  shall 
be  obliged  to  go  through,  so  that  the  whole  does  not  exceed 
one  shining' and  sixpence.  A  labooring  man  shall  be  allowed 
fourpence  for  loss  of  time,  and  a  penny  for  each  parish :  a 
labourmg  woman  shall  be  allowed  twopence  for  each  parish,*' 

Statute-book,  1753. 
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tfaey  are  called^  by  licence  of  tbe  King  and  thii 
court.  I  draw  witness  to  the  whole  audience 
that  the  court  is  fenced/'  The  Governor  may 
preside  by  the  Deemster. 

The  business  of  this  court  consists  chiefly  in 
trying  civil  actions^  where  damages  are  to  be 
liwarded^  and  in  hearing  appeals  from  the  decit 
sion  of  the  Deemster.  Every  defendant  is  to  be 
summoned  three  days^  atJeast^  before  the  court 
day^  and  have  delivered  to  him  the  particulars  of 
the  cause^  and  tbe  account  against  him  :  but  if 
he  is  off  the  island,  tbe  summons  must  be  given 
to  the  tenant  in  possession.  The  compliance  of 
the  plaintiff  with  this  practice  is  to  be  verified  by 
the  oath  of  two  witnesses.  The  defendant^  if 
upon  tbe  island^  must  ent^r  his  appearance  and 
proceed  to  bis  defence^  so  that  the  cause  may  be 
tried  at  the  second  term:  if  absent  from  the 
island^  at  the  fourth  term.  The  court  may,  in 
special  cases^  appoint  the  trial  of  a  caus^  bcr 
tween  the  terms,  and  has  the  power  of  granting 
a  longer  time  than  usual  either  to  the  plaintiff  or 
defendant. 

If  the  plaintiff,  after  the  answering  of  the  de- 
fendant, fails  to  prosecute  his  action^  he  is  cast 
in  his  own  pl^«  and  obliged  to  pay  the  usual 
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fine^  .witk  costs  of  suit ;  unless  sickness:  or  otber> 
lawful  cause  has  Tetarded  the  proceedings ;  in 
which  case  the  court  grants:  further  timcj  or«  if 
already-  cast^  a  recbmmencenient  of  the  action  at 
the  next  term^  but  at  no  time  afterwards. 

The  causes. are deteimined  by  a  jury,  the  mode 
of  impannelling  which  is  this:  The  courts  at 
least  six  days  before  its  sitting,  issues  orders  to 
the  several  Gorphers  to  summon  two  or  ikiore 
g^od  and  lawful  men  out  of  each  {Parish,  giving 
them  at  least  three  days  notice  of  their  requisite 
attendance.  At  the  sitting  of  the  courts  each 
Coroner  makes  a  return^  in  writing,  of  the 
names  of  the  persons  summoned,  with  their  ad* 
dition  and  place  of  abode,  which  are  copied  by 
an  officer  of  the  court,  on  distinct  pieces  of 
paper,  of  equal  sizes,  and  by  him  given  pub« 
licly  to  the  presiding  Judge  or  Magistrate,  who 
causes  them,  in  his  presence,  to  be  rolled  up  and 
put  into  a  box.  When  any  cause  is  called  upon 
to  be  tried,  some  indifferent  person,  in  open 
court,  draws  out  six  of  the  papers ;  and  if  any 
person  whose  dame  is  drawn  should  not  appear, 
or  should  be  challenged  by  a  party,  and  disap* 
proved  by  the  court,  a  further  number  is  drawn 
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to  complete  the  jurj4  The  six  penons  dr&wfl^ 
approved  of^  and  sworn^  have  their  Bames  writ* 
ten  upon  a  pannel^  and  are  kept  apart  in  a  hox 
dwing  the  trial.  If  a  ca«e  is  brought  on  he-* 
fore  the  preceding  one  is  determined,  the  first 
jwy  withdraw  to  an  inner  room^  and  the  seoond 
is  impannelled  from  the  remaining  names.  If 
«ilher  party  desire  to  have  a  special  jurj,  a 
special  jury  is  to  be  returned,  impaanelled,  and. 
sworn,  in  such  iair,  erpen,  and  impartial  manner 
as  the^court  may  direct  No  jury,  nor  any  mem- 
ber of  it,  is  at  liberty  to  depart  till  their  verdict 
be  delivered,  in  writing,  into  courts 

If  any  person  summoned  on  a  jury,  or  any 
witness  duly  summoned,  do  not  attend,  and  the 
trial  be  on  that  account  postponed^  he  becomes 
Hable  to  all  the  costs  of  the  action. 

From  the  decision  of  this  court,  an  appeal,  to 
be  prosecuted  within  six  months,  nuty  in .  all 
eases  be  made  to  the  House  of  Keys.* 

In  the  Court  of  Admiralty,  causes  are  deter- 
mined by  a  jury  of  six,  usually  merchants.  Thia 
court  is  mentioned  only  once  in  the  Statute-book, 
and  there  it  is  directed,  that  all  actions  for  da* 

«  Statute4>odk,  1747' 


Private  IVf:Mgi,mdtkeirHfi4fe0.^   SM 

miftges^  respecting  false  arrests  made  by  tike 
Watec-baififfs  authorit3r>  shall  be  deterraiiied  hy 
an  Adxnbralty  jury  * 

Disputes  relating  to  the  rights'  cf  tibe  cto^ra, 
the  imposing  of  iines^  asd  the  detiBnninuig  of  the 
rights  of  tithes^  are  cognizable  is  tho  (Jootl  of 
Exchequer.  It  is  held  the  day  aftnr  evwy  Ghanf^ 
eery  Court,  or  immediately  after  it  oa  the  saoo* 
<lay. 

The  Court  of  Chancery  ia  one  of  larW  asd  of 
equity.    It  takes  cognizance  of  fi»i,uda  respecting 
titles  to  estates  neal^  i^hen  bond  to  peeve  theif 
existence  has  been  giyen^  but  not  otherwise; 
of  disputes  concerning  mortgsiges!  of  aetiona 
personal^  where  accounts  are  unliquidated  ;  of 
the  estates  of  persons  insolvent  or  absconded, 
and  disputes  respecting  them ;  of  aH  civil  eausaa 
of'arrest^  except  at  the  suit  of  the  crown  ;  and  of 
extravagant  costs,  awarded  by  inferior  court*. 
There  is  not  any  well  defined  line  between  ^oee 
causes  which  ought  to  be  brought  before  tiie 
Deemster^  and  t^ne  which  ought  to  be  brought 
before  the  Governor.    The  court  is  held  at  Cas^ 
tietown  on  the  first  Thursday  in  every  month, 

Statute*book,  1795. 
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I^arvestr  time  excepted :  but  should  the  day  be 
diftantj  and  either  party  request  an  earlier  bear** 
ing,  it  is  usual  for  the  Go?ernor  to  Jippoint 
a  special  court-day* 

The  first  step  in  chanpery  proceedings  is  to 
^te  a  petition  to  the  Governor^  desiring  him 
to  sMiiDOJi  the  defendant  io  answer  the  com* 
plaint.  The  plaintiff^  by  himself  or  ijounsel^ 
opens  the  cause^  and  proves  it  by  witnesses^ 
whkh  the  d^ndant  may  cross-examine.  Then 
the  defendant  makes  out  his  case  by  witnesses, 
again  examined  by  the  plaintiff!  The  evidence 
of  the  parties  themselves  is  not  admitted.  It  is 
not  usual,  in  any  of  the  courts,  except  in  spe- 
cial cases^  to  make,  at  the  time,  any  minutes  of 
the  evidence,  though  the  action  ptnd  determi- 
nation are  recorded.  The  defendant  having 
made  his  appearance  by  himself  or  attorney^  the 
Chancellor  may,  at  his  pleasure,  either  decide 
the  cause  at  once^  or  postpone  it  to  a  futgre  sit- 
ting :  But  if  the  defendant  disobey  the  sum- 
mons, the  decree  cannot  be  made  till  the  fourth 
court. 

The  Governor  is  authorised  to  make,  from 
time  to  time,    whatever  rules  and  orders    he 
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may  think  proper^    in   his  own   prMtioe  and 
proteiediiigs. 

From  his  decision^  or  from  that  of  the  House, 
of  Keys,  an  appeal  may  be  made  to  the  King 
of  England  in  council^  in  any  cause  not  lower 
in  value  than  five  pounds ;  ^nd  his  decision  is 
absolutely  final.  X 

No  action  of  arrest  can  be  granted  against  a 
landed  man^  or  native  of  the  isle,  to  imprison  or 
hold  him  to  bail,  to  appear  at  any  court,  on 
account  of  a  civil  action,  unless  he  has  obtained 
the  Governor's  pass,  or  there  is  some  just  cause  ' 
to  believe  that  he  designs  to  go  off  the  island  ;* 
debts  due,  or  supposed  to  be  due,  io  the  crown^ 
being  exceptions  to  this  rule,  f  Any  person 
prosecuted  for  a  foreign  debt,  by  an  action  6f 
arrest,  can  be  held  to  bail,  otily  for  Jbis  personal 
appearance,  and  for  the  forth-coming  of  what 
goods  he  has  upon  the  island ;  his  clothes  and 
money  contiiiuing  his  own.  Hence  it  is,  that 
strangers  who,  from  misfortune  or  fraudulent 
design,  have  left  their  creditors,  and  brought 
with  them  the  remainder  of  their  property^  find 

*  Statute-book,  1736. 

f  Act'of  Parliament  5  Geo.  III.  cap.  S9;  Act  of  Tinwald, 
1777 ;  and  Act  of  Parliament  50  Geo.  III.  cap.  42. 
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a  safe  asylam  here.  This  plaee^  indeed,  b  mora 
privfl^ed  than  may  be,  at  first,  imagiaed :  fbr^ 
iMit  only  is  the  money  of  the  idle  (lass  secure^ 
but  al85  the  property  of  the  industriousj  pro* 
vided  they  take  the  precaution  of  carrying  on 
business^  in  the  name  of  some  <^er  person^ 
their  friend,  who>  whether  in  partnership  car 
not,  must  nominally  be  possessed  of  all  the 
efects,  except  the  money.  Persona  of  ihia  de- 
scription also  buying  houses  or  land  usually 
make  the  purchase  in  the  name  of  a  relatiTe  or 
friend,  and  thereby  possess  the  property  without 
molestation.  The  debtor  may  be  informed  that 
a  bankruptcy  at  home  will  annihilate  all  such 
speculations. 

A  creditor,  or  his  agent,  in  order  to  procure 
an  arrest,  must  produce  his  speciality,  if  he  has 
any ;  if  not,  he  must  make  an  affidavit  before 
the  clerk  of  the  rolls,  or  other  person  duly  au* 
thorised,  wherein  is  to  be  specified  the  amount 
of  the  debt,  and  in  what  manner  it  was  con- 
tracted. If  a  debtor  is  about  to  leave  the  island 
without  settling  an  account,  the  water-bailiff 
may,  upon  affidavit  of  the  creditor,  grant  his 
authority  to  take  him  into  custody*  to  detain  him 
for  the  space  of  twcnty^four  houn,  hut  not; 


^ritate  tVrongs,  ani  their  Redren.    Wf 

lOii^c;   this  time  beia^  amplj  sufficiept  fct 
prcNMiring  a  re^lar  arrest. 

The  Ecclesiastical  Court  takes  copuMD^e  ^i 
a4vlterj>  fomication^  swearings  and  cursings 
probates  of  wills^  granting  letters  of  admini^ 
9tr«tion  and  tuition^  'of  children's  goods^  sub-* 
^acting  of  titbes>  defamations^  drunkenness: 
and  no  appeal  can,  in  these  cases^  be  made  from 
its  decision.  Thecauses^  when  importantj  are 
determined  by  juries  impannelled  by  the  Vicars- 
general.  The  Arch-deacon  has  alternate  jurin*  • 
diction  with  the  Bishop  in  inferior  causes ;  and 
hold9  his  pourt  in  person^  or  by  his  official^  as 
the  Bishop  does  by  the  Vicars^neral« 

The  ancient  manner  of  proving^  a  debt  due 
from  the  deceased  was  this :  The  creditor  took  t 
witness  with  him  to  the  church*-yard«  and^  upon 
the  grave  of  the  deceimd/swore  to  the  debt 
This  practice  was  abolished  in  1609^  aqd  tht 
matter  referred  to  the  spiritual*cQurt,  if  within  a 
twelvemonth  and  a  day  of  the  probate ;  if  beyond 
this  period^  the  temporal  court 

The  ecclesiastical  judges  possessed  great  power 
over  the  person  of  the  subject  till  the  year  1737, 
%X  which  time  it  was  much  diminished.  Thej 
could  no  longer  imprison^   except  for  a  short 
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time,  in  certain  cases ;  and  the  fines  and  impri^ 
sonments  for  contempt  of  court  were  no  longer 
discretionary. 

Townlej  mentions  a  curious  presentment  de« 
lirered  in  at  the  Bishop's  Courts  held  at  Kirk- 
Christ  Lezayre,  during  his  residence  at  Douglas : 
«'  The  devil  take  Billy  Wattleworth  for  having 
such  bad  ale/'  The  offence  being  proved>  the 
offender  was  subjected  to  a  fine. 

The  language  of  the  ecclesiastical  decrees  is  a 
most  curious  jumble  of  Latin  and  English^  of 
which  the  following  are  instances : 

''  K.  Marown  churchy  Nov,  1,  1789,  John 
Bridson^  curate.  Presentments.  The  Curate 
and  wardens  present  Margaret  Clark,  alias 
Fayle,  for  fornication;  (a  child  born  at  K. 
Patrick,  24th  October. )  This  woman  has  de^* 
posed,  on  the  Holy  Evangelists,  that  William 
Kelly»  of  the  said  parish,  is  the  father  of  the  said 
child ;  which  he  acknowledged  before  me,  Evan 
Christian.  The  said  Mary  Clark  is  therefore 
censured  7  dies  in  carcere;  and  to  enter  into 
bonds  of  3/.  in  usum  Domini  Regis ;  to  undergo 
penance  3  dies,  plena  ecclesia,  in  penitential 
habit,  and  not  iterum  fomicari ;  and  the  said 
William  Kelly  for  being  an  adnlturer,  is  cea- 
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#ured  14  dieSj  in  car  cere ,  and  to  enter  into  bonds 

of  1  d/.  in  usum  Domini  Regis;  to  undergo  penance 

7  dies  in  diversis  ecclesiisy  et  non  iterum  mmchari. 

Evan  Chaistian^  Vicar-general. 

Item,  The  wardens  present  William  Kelly, 
for  not  living  with  his  own  wife,  and  for  living 
with  the  above  named  Mai^aret  Clark,  alias 
Fayle.  The  said  William  Kelly  and  Maif;aret 
Clark  are  hereby  ordered  to  be  committed  alter- 
nately to  prison  ;  there  to  remain  until  they  en- 
ter into  bonds  of  10/.  in  usum  Domini  Regis,  not 
to  cohabit  or  associate  together  in  future,  except 
at  church  and  market ;  and  before  releasement  to 
pay  all  fees. 

**  The  wardens  present  Christian  Guliam  for 

fornication;  a  child  born  :  common  fame.    This 

woman  having  alledged  that  she  has  a  husband, 

who  is  father  to  the  said  child,  her  censure  is 

suspended. 

"  John  Moore, 

''  Ev.  Christian. 

*'  Examined  by  J.  Culmn,  Epis.  Regr. 

"  To  the  Sumiier  to  execute.*' 

Townley, .  who  copied^  and  from  whose  jour- 
nal I  copy  these  presentments,  offers  a  query  to 
the  reader :  whether  it  is  not  dangerous^  in  this 
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isUn€,  for  a  man  to  go  to  bed  with  hii  own. 
wife^  without  leave  first  obtained  froa  the  spi- 
ritual eourt. 

*'8t.  Anne's  presentments,  8th  Nov.  1789, 
GhacJes  Cubbin,  vicar.  The  church-wardens  pre^ 
sent  Thomas  Harman  for  swearing  by  his  con*. 
Kiencc,  and  makii\g  use  of  the  word  '  devil'  in 
his  common  talk.  They  present  Thomas  Caine 
for  not  attending  divine  service  on  the  Sabbath* 
diy,  and  for  cursing  Elizabeth  Callister  in  these 
words,  f  plague  on  thee/  They  also  present 
£lisabeth  Callister  for  cursing  Thomas  Caine  in 
the  same  words  that  he  cursed  her,  '  plague  on 
thee." 

"  We  fine  Thomas  Harman,  Thomas  Caine, 

and  Elizabeth  Callister  is.  6d.  each,   for  non* 

appearance  and  contempt  of  court,  and  they  are 

to  he  .admonished  by  the  pastor  for  the   said 

offences, 

''  John  Moors, 

"  Evan  Christian. 

''  Examined  by  J.  Crellin,  Epis.  Regr. 

''  To  the  Vicar  of  St  Anne's,  these  to  publish 

plena  Ecclesia** 

The  courts,  now  enumerated,  were  not  for« 
merly  courts  of  record.    The  laws  were  locked 


Prkaie  fVrcngs,  and  their  Redress.     271 

tf  p  ia  the  brmsts  of  the  Gorvemor  and  Deemsters^ 
conrejed  by  oral  tradition  from  one  generation 
to  another,  and  known  to  the  people  only  by' 
^  the  sentence  which  they  decreed.  This  practice 
was  followed  by  the  more  el^ble  plan  of  keep- 
ing precedents  as  guides  to  future  determioations* 
Even  then,  they  were  kept  by  three  locks,  their 
respective  keys  in  the  possession  of  the  three 
chief  officers  of  state,  from  the  scrutinizing  eye 
of  the  vulgar;  nor  were  they,  till  the  fifteenth 
century,  generally  known  to  the  body  of  the 
people. 

No  person  can  act  as  an  attorney,  or  plead . 
in  any  other  than  his  own  cause,  till  he  has  re- 
ceived a  licence  from  the  Governor,  and  has 
publicly  taken  the  government  oaths,  and  also 
the  one  following :  ''  I,  A.  B.  do  swear»  that  I 
will  truly  and  honestly  demean  myself  in  the 
practice  and  knowledge  of  an  attorney,  to  the 
best  of  my^  ability/'  It  is  not  usual  for  the  Go- 
vernor to  grant  his  licence  to  any  but  a  native, 
nor  even  to  him  till  he  has  served  an  apprentice- 
ship of  fire  years  to  the  clerk  of  the  rolls. 

I  cannot,  in  any  manner,  gire  the  reader  a 
better  idea  of  the  expense  of  litigation^  tfaaK  by 
furnishing  a  few  examples  of  the  fees  allowed  by 
he  courts  of  law  in  taxing  costs. 
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Fourteen  pence  is  the  cost  of  a  summons  to 
the  Coijrt  of  Chancery;  sixpence  to  the  Deem- 
ster's court ;  and  three-pence  is  the  value  of  a 
grant  of  execution.  The  entering  of  an  action^ 
or  of  an  appeal^  to  be  determined  in  chancery, 
costs  sixpence  for  one  side  of  half  a  sheet  of 
paper,  and  one  halfpenny  for  every  twenty-four 
words  afterwards  :  the  copy  of  a  decree,  the 
same.  For  the  probate  of  a  will  one  shilling  and 
two^pence  is  charged :  for  a  grant  of  admini- 

'stration  three  shillings'  and  four-pence.  An 
attorney  charges  2^.  1  Vd.  for  a  retainer ;  S^.  H: 
S^t  receiving  instructions ;  S^.  6^.  per  sheet  for 
a  bill  in  chancery,  written,  the  last  sheet  ex- 
cepted>  on  all  sides ;  for  filing,  and  receiving  a 
copy  of  it.  Is.  9d.;  for  drawing  a  petition,  2s.  lid. 
per  sheet;  for  a  motion  in  court,  2s.  lid.;  for 
drafting  an  answer  for  the  defendant,  9s.  lid.; 
for  preparing  and  producing  a  brief,  3^.  4d.  per 
sheet;  for  arguing  a  cause,  or  attending  to  ex^ 
amine  evidence  before  the  Chancellor,  5s.  lOd.; 
before  the  Deemster,  2^.  11  ^. ;  for  attending  any 
court,  upon  business,  I2s.  Sd.  per  day,  besides 

I. professional  fees;  for  travelling  iexpences,  1^.  2d. 
per  mile. 
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CHAPTER  VL 

On  Public  Wrongs,  aad  their  Punishment. 

1  HAVE  already  observed  that  capital  crimes 
are  very  rare  in  Man.  The  laws  respecting  them 
are  consequently  few  and  short.  No  distinc* 
tion  is  made  in  any  of  the  statutes  between  prin- 
cipal  and  accessory,  except  in  this  one  instance : 
that  the  husband,  if  he  concealed  his  wife's 
felony,  was  equally  implicated  in  the  guilt 

Of  all  offences,  treason,  in  its  original  sense, 
seems  the  most  injurious  to  a  community.  I 
speak  of  rebellion,  or  of  any  act  which  may  tend 
to  plunge  a  nation  into  the  horrors  of  a  ci?il 
war.  Among  the  laws  reduced  to  writing  in 
1423,  treason  is  thus  defined:  rising  upon  the 
Lord  or  his  Lieutenant ;  or  striking  in  his  pre* 
sence  any  of  his  waged  men,  or  servants  :  rob- 
bing him  in  any  court,  after  fence  made :  mur^* 
muring  and  rising  ataTinwaldCourt:  constrain* 
ing  him  to  hold  a  Tinwald  Court :  relieving  or 
concealing  a  rebels  knowing  him  to  be  one.     In 

1646  another  crime  was  ranked  under  this  deno- 

T 
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mination — counterfeiting  any  current  coin  of 
the  island,  or  bringing  in,  designedly,  any  false 
money,  and  making  payment  \i^ith  it.  Thus 
treason  was  extended  to  a  copper  coinage  ;  and 
not  confined,  as  in  England,  to  that  of  gold  and 
silver.  The  offence  was  unknown  till  the  year 
in  which  the  act  passed.  Though  the  Lord  had 
the  prerogative  of  coining,  the  money  was  not 
considered  current  till  it  was  declared  to  be  so. 
by  an  act  of  Tinwald.  When  five  hundred 
pounds  worth  of  copper  pence  and  halfpence 
were  introduced  in  1733,  the  former  coinage  of 
1710  was  declared  to  be  no  longer  a  l^al  pay- 
ment. Such  conduct^  however  proper  they,  to 
whom  it  was  explained,  might  deem  it,  was 
likely  to  occasion  unpleasant  rumours,  if  not 
murmurs ;  and  I  have  been  told  that  its  intrinsic 
was  little  more  than  half  its  nominal  value.  By 
the  next  copper  coinage  of  17 bl,  the  currency 
of  the  preceding  one  was  not  affected.  In  order 
to  detect  false  coin,  every  holder  of  copper 
money  was  ordered,  under  the  penalty  of  twenty 
shillings,  to  bring  to  the  Governor  on  a  certain 
day  each  year,  all  that  he  had  in  his  possession^ 
to  be  examined ;  a  practice  very  inefficacious. 
No  offender  can  be  convicted  of  any  capital 


^      -v^ 
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crime  except  by  a  jury^  at  the  Court  of  General"^ 
goal  deliyery  :  but  formerly^  as  we  learn  by  tbe 
lawg  written  in  1439^  be  might  be  condemned, 
without  any  trial,  for  an  attack  upon  the  Lord  or 
hia  Li4>utenant.  At  that  period  it  was  the  custom^ 
inEngland,  tohangrebel-Ieaders  wilhoutany  form 
of  trial.  The  punishment  of  a  traitor  is^  to  be 
drawn  with  wild  horses  and  hanged  ;  to  have  his 
head  cut  off  and  stuck  upon  the  Tower  of  Castle 
Rushen ;  and  to  have  the  body  quartered^  one 
quarter  to  be  exposed  at  each  of  the  four  chief 
towns.     His  goods  become  forfeited  to  the  Lord. 

^'  That  which  toucheth  treason*'  is  thus  de- 
fined :  striking  any  one  within  a  courts  and 
within  twenty-fow  paces  of  the  Lord  or  his 
Bieutenant ;  the  punishment  for  which  offenca 
is  the  forfeiture  of  life  and  goods :  if  beyond 
this  distance^  or  in  the  presence  of  the  Lord  or 
his  Lieutenant  out  of  court,  the  offender  it 
punishable  at  the  Lord's  pleasure;  and  is  also 
liable  to  have  damages  awarded  against  him  in 
a  Court  of  Law,  at  a  satisfaction  for  the  assault. 

The  law  respecting  seditious  speeches  of 
writings  is  of  so  late  a  date  as  1796.  Any  per« 
son/  maliciously  doing  any  act,  or  circulating 
any   written  or  printed  paper   or    pamphlet, 

t2 
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tending  to  bring  into  contempt  his  Majesty '» 
person  or  government,  is  subject,  on  conviction, 
to  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred  pounds 
British^  and  io  imprisonment  not  exceeding  the 
term  of  sil  months.  He  may,  in  the  first  in* 
stance,  ^be  arrested  by  warrant  from  the  Deem^^ 
8ter>  complaint  by  aflUavit  having  been  made  to 
him. 

Against  the  compounding  of  felony^  a  great 
breach  of  public  justice,  there  was  no  law  till 
the  year  1736.  The  punishment  of  it  is,  simply, 
a  fine  to  the  Lord,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Courf, 
not  exceeding  six  pounds  thirteen  shillings  and 
four-pence. 

An  escape,  or  an  attempt  to  escape  firom 
prison  does  not  subject  the  party  him^lf  to  an^ 
li^al  punishment,  nor  was  there  till  1736  any 
law  in  force  ix^  punish  such  as  assisted  him. 
Assisting  a  criminal  to  escape  from  prison  sub* 
jectiT  the  oQender  to  a  penalty  of  twenty  pounds : 
assisting  a  debtor  to  escape  from  prison,  or  from 
the  island,  without  a  pass,  to  a  penalty  of  thret 
pounds  and  the  payment  of  all  his  debts. 
Should  his  effects  be  insufficient  for  the  purpose, 
his  goods  are  to  be  seized  and  sold  ;  he  is  to  ba 
imprisoned  for  three  months,  and  publicly  i^p* 
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ped  at  the  four  towns.  Any  one  conveying 
another  off  the  island^  without  a  pass^  is  liable  to 
the  payment  ,of  his  debts^  and  a  fine  of  ten 
pounds  to  the  Lord.  A  pass  or  licence  to  leave 
the  island  is  thus  ordered  : 

''  Insula    Mana.      Permit  the  bearer 
hereof^  Mr.  A,  B.  io  pass  for  ■  upon  his 

lawful  pccasion^  without  let,  stop,  or  hindrance^ 
he  behaving  himself  as  behoves  all  liege  people, 
and  departing  this  isle  within  one  month  from 
the  date  hereof. 

Given  at  Castle  Rushen  this  — —  day  of 

(Signed.)  lieut.  Governor/* 

An  Officer  in  each  of  the  four  towns  has 
Mank  passes,  ready  signed,  which  he  immedi*^ 
ately  fills  up,  and  delivers,  on  the  payment  of 
nine^pence,  unless  a  debt  be  sworn  against  the 
party  in  order  to  detain  him. 

Persons  suspected  of  perjury  were  to  be  tried 
at  the  spiritual  courts  I  am  induced  to  believe 
that  fine  and  imprisouflient,  with  chuQch  censures, 
•were  the  only^punishment,  and  not  the  pillory 
n4  loss  of  ears,  as  is  generally  imagined.  Here, 
•s  in  many  other  places,  I  cannot  biit  r^ret 
Hat  Mr.  Stowell,  a  Manks  Solicitor,  who  pub-^ 
lished  the  Manks  lawf,  in  alphabetical  whfi 
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diould  have  left  et ery  thing  in  the  obscurity  he 
found  it  "d  perjury  thus  :  *«  Whoever  is  swom^ 
And  their  oaths  prove  ialse^  shall  make  satisfac** 
lion  by  our  law^  and  to  the  church  for  perjury.*' 
The  words  in  the  Statute-book  are,  ''  Whoever 
is  sworn,  and  their  oaths  prove  false,  shall  make 
iaiisfoction  by  our  law,  and  reserve  them  to  the 
church  for  perjury  ;"  by  which  may  perhaps  be 
understood^  that  the  person  injured  by  the  false 
oath  is  to  have  redress  in  the  Temporal  Court ; 
but  the  punishment,  as  for  a  public  offence,  is  to 
be  by  the  Spiritual  Court.  A  juryman  taking  a 
foe,  is  made,  ipse  facto,  guilty  of  perjury  ;  being 
treated  with  liquor,  he  is  to  be  fined  six  shillings 
and  eightpence,  and  discharged.'  A  council- 
man, before  he  takes  his  seat,  is  sworn  not  to 
divulge  the  secrets  of  the  council :  should  he  be 
convicted  of  so  doings  he  is  subject  to  dismissal^ 
iod  a  penalty  of  three  pounds. 

The  old  laws,  relative  to  trade,  were  euffieient 
to  exclude  any  prosperity  that  might  odierwitfe 
arise  from  commerce.  No  article  might  be 
imported  by  any  individual ;  nor  n^ght  attf 
commodity  be  expoiled  witJkont  the  consent  of 
the  laeutenant  Governor  and  Council  -  The 
pu^Mment  for  infripging  upon  these  nidee  ww 
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a  discretionary  fine  and  imprisonment^  besides 
forfeiture  of  the  goods.* 

Trade  of  all  sorts  is  open  to  aliens  as  well  as 
natiyes:  but  formerly  a  five  years'  appren- 
ticeship was  necessary. 

Fresh  herrings  might  not  be  exported  till 
their  price  was  below  1^.  id.  per  hundred; 
and  this  law  was  not  repealed  till  1796.     ( 

A  flight  of  gulls  usually  hover  about  a  herring 
shoal^  and  serve  as  a  guide  to  the  fishermen. 
For  this  reason^  the  diooting  of  one  during  the 
fishing  season  subjects  the  offender  to  a  penalty 
of  three  pounds. 

The  practiee  of  tarring  nets^  being  thongbt 
prejudicial,  was  prohij^ited  in  1796.  The  of* 
fender  is  to  be  fined  ten  pounds,  one  half  to  be 
given  to  the  informer^  the  other  added  to  the 
high-Mad  fund:  the  action  is  to  be  brought  in 
the  Court  of  Admiralty.  The  use  of  all  nets, 
which  the  master  of  any  boat  could  prove  to 

*  "  Item,  when  any  person  maketh  suit  to  cany  or  trans- 
port any  stuff  or  merchandize  out  of  the  isle  ^  into  any 
foreign  parts,  diat  the  captain  shall  consult  with  the  rest  of  the 
Counefl,  what  wares  may  be  best  spared  by  the  iahabitants '; 
and,  with  tbe  consent  ef  the  Council,  to  give  licence  accord* 
jDgly."    Statute4iook  1 J6L    See  also  1422. 
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have  been  tarred  previously  to  the  passing  of 
this  act  was^  nevertheless^  very  properly  per* 
mitted. 

The  herring  fishermen  from  various  parts  of 
the  island  having  petitioned  for  some  general 
regulations  respecting  the  casting  of  nets;  it  was 
enacted,  in  the  year  1794^  that  they  should  in 
future  be  shot  from  the  starboard  side  of  the 
boat  Offenders  are  to  be  fined  in  a  sum  not 
exceeding  five  pounds,  and  are  to  enter  into  a 
gurety  of  fifty  pounds  for  their  future  good 
behaviour.   ' 

In  1711,  a  severe  law  passed  against  the 
smuggling  trade  witli  England,  the  Legislature 
expecting  that  '^  in^  consideration  thereof,  and 
the  poverty  of  the  island,  the  English  Govern* 
ment  would  grant  some  encouragement  to  their 
trade,  agricqlture,  and  manufactories."  The 
act  was  passed,  in  compliance  with  a  request  of 
the  Commissioners  of  her  Majestjr's  customs: 
but  the  British  Parliament,  not  paying  any  at- 
tention to  a  petition  of  the  inhal>itants  of  Man 
for  a  free  trade  vnth  Britain^  it  was  repealed  two 
years  afterwards,  the  Manks  government  ap- 
prehending that  '^  by  a  continuance  thereof 
^ould  soon  ensue  the  misery  and  decay  of  this 
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land^  and  the  inhabitants  thereof,  under  vhich 
4hey  could  no  longer  support  themselves."  The 
act  was  therefore  suspended  till  their  petition 
should  be  granted ;  and^  consequently^  has  not 
been  since  in  force.  In  1726^  the  exportation 
of  salt  to  Great  Britain  was  prohibited,  under, 
I  know  not  why,  the  penalty  of  thirty  pounds 
ibr  every  offence.  I  have  already  said  that  trade 
is.  now  carried  on  under  the  regulations  of  the 
British  Legislature,  and  have  nothing  to  add 
upon  the  subject.  One  thing  I  may  repeat^ 
that  distilleries  are  forbidden,  under  the  penalty 
of  two  hundred  pounds  for  every  offence,  and 
of  all  the  implements  used  in  the  process. 

The  first  limitation  of  interest  was  made  in 
1649,  when  10  per  cent  per  annum  was  the 
greatest  rate  allowed.  A  contract  for  a  higher 
rate  was  only  so  far  invalid  as  respected  the 
excess.  But,  fifty  years  afterwards,  at  which 
time  interest  was  reduced  to  6  per  cent,  any 
contract  for  a  higher  sum  was  not  only  detslaired 
to  be  usurious  and  utterly  void,  but  subjected 
the  lender  to  a  forfeiture  of  treble  the  amount  to 
4he  Lord  of  the  Isle  ;  and  thus  stands  the  law  at 
present. 

Under  the  head  of  cheating,  I  have  only  one 
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offence  to  mention,  that  of  seUing  goods  by 
fraudulent  weight  or  measure.  The  offender  is 
to  be  fined  10^.  for  the  first  offence ;  20^.  for  the 
second ;  3/«  for  the  third  ;  and  5/.  for  everj  sub- 
sequent  one ;  or  suffisr  one  month's  imprison- 
ment. The  High-bailiff  is  required  to  examine 
the  weights  used  within  his  district  four  times  in 
the  year.  The  parties  do  not  undergo  any  form 
of  trial:  but  an  execution  is  levied  by  the 
GoTcmor,  on  a  proper  representation  of  the 
case  being  made,  in  writings  by  the  High-bailiff 
to  the  regulator  of  weights  and  measures,  at 
Castletown.  The  fines  are  to  be  divided  in 
certain  portions  among  the  Officers,  required  to 
carry  the  act  into  execution.^ 

To  forestall,  is  to  buy  provisions  coming  to 
market,  either  by  land  or  water ;  or  to  make  such 
agreement  as  to  prevent  their  coming.  To 
regrate,  is  to  buy  corn  in  one. fair  or  market, 
and  to  re*sell  it  either,  in  the  same  fair  or  market, 
or  within  four  miles  of  it  To  ingross  is  to  buy» 
not  being  at  market,  corn,  reaped  or  standing, 
or  any  other  victuals  not  having  life,  for  the 
purpose  of.  re-selling  them  within  the  island. 
The  puni^ment  for  any  of  these  offences  is  the 
•  Statute-book,  1777. 
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ftnrfeiture  of  the  goods^  or  their  value^  to  th^ 
Lord.*    Against  monopolj  no  provision  appean* 
ever  to  have  been  made. 

Against  public  health  there  is  only  one  Ic^al 
offence,  that  of  telling  unwholesome  meat.  On 
being  exposed  for  sale  it  is  to  be  seized  by  the 
proper  officer^  and  either  distributed  among  the 
poor  or  burned. 

The  number  of  alehouses  being  very  great, 
and  supposed  to  be  injurious  to  the  community^ 
wasj  1794^  limited  to*  two  hundred  ;  but  soon 
afterwards  increased  to  three  hundred^  its  pre* 
sent  number. 

A  person  marrying  a  couple  in  any  manner 
contrary  to  law^  if  a  native^  is  to  be  transported 
for  fourteen  years  to  some  of  his  Majesty's 
plantations  in  America ;  if  an  alien^  is  to  be  put 
inlotUe  pillory  for  an  hour^  have  Lis  ears  cut 
off^  be  imprisoned^  fined  in  a  sum  not  exceeding 
fifty  pounds,  and  banished.  Prosecutions  for  the 
offence^  the  offender  continuing  in  the  island, 
must  he  commenced  within  three  years.  This 
act,  passed  in  1757^  is  the  first  that  inflicts  the 
punishment  of  transportation.     Making  a  false 

♦  Sutute-book,  1637. 
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entry,  or  altering  an  entrj  in  the  parish  register 
"with  evil  intent,  is  a  crime  punishable  by  death. 

Fot  bigamy  or  polygamy  there  was  not  in 
England,  until  the  reign  of  James  the  First,  any 
other  punishment  than  ecclesiastical  censure, 
and  this  is  still  the  case  in  Man.  The  second 
marriage  is  null,  and  the  children  consequently 
illegitimate. 

The  punishment  for  witchcraft  was  binning 
to  death,  as  in  England,  but  not  by  any  statute 
law.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  ever 
inflicted.* 

I  come  now  to  speak  of  those  offences,  which 
in  a  more  peculiar  way  affect  or  injure  indi- 
viduals. 

For  suicide  the  only  punishment  is  the  for- 
feiture of  property. 

Of  the  various  species  of  homicide,  none  short 
of  murder  is  rendered  criminal.  The  punish- 
ment for  this  offence  is  capital,  death  and  the 
forfeiture  of  property. 

For  a  rape,  the  punishment  is  capital,  unless 
the  woman  be  unmarried.    In  this  case  she  has 

*  Chaloneri  page  20. 
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ber  choice^  either  to  hang^  behead^  or  marrj  the 
offender.*  No  instance  of  a  conviction  is  upon 
record^  and  only  one  traditionary.  After  the 
rope  was  fastened  round  the  neck  of  the  criminal, 
the  injured  woman  repented  of  her  determina- 
tion^ desired  he  might  be  released^  and  offered 
him  a  ring,  the  symbol  of  the  third  condi- 
tion. He  accepted  the  gift  with  thanks;  but 
told  her  that,  having  been  already  condemned  to 
one  punishment,  he  thought  that  sufficient,  and 
Would  keep  the  ring  for  another  occasion. 

The  unnatural  crime,  which  is  made  capital 
by  statute  of  1665  is  only  that  between  man  and 
beast,  not  that  between  man  and  man. 

Assault,  or  battery,  and  provocation,  or  pro- 
voking language,  likely  to  occasion  battery,  are 
determinable,  without  a  jury,  by  the  Governor 
or  Deemster.f  The  punishment  for  the  first 
offence  is  two  shillings  ;  for  the  second,  thirteen 
shillings  and  fourpence,  to  the  Lord,  besides 
imprisonment,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 
This  law  seems  to  be  made  in  the  spirit  of  the 
old  proverb,  that  ''  prevention  is  better  than 
cure.*'  For  the  first  offence  damages  may  also 
be  recovered  by  the  injured  party. 

♦  Statute-book,  1577.    f  D>id-  1736. 
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Not  only  k  burglary  felonioos^  but  also  enter- 
11^  a  house  without  a  door^  if  there  be  but  two 
gticks  across  the  doorway^  or  a  bundle  of  gorse 
reared  up  there.*  It  is  remarkable  that  neither 
ibis  crime  nor  that  of  murder  is  mentioned  in 
the  Statute-book^  although  one  part  of  it  was 
intended  to  include  the  whole  common  or  cus* 
tomary  law  of  Man. 

Theft  is  divided  into  great  and  small ;  that 
which  is  equal  to^  or  exceeds  the  value  of  six-- 
pence  halfpenny^  and  that  which  is  under  six- 
pence halfpenny.  The  first  includes  necessarily 
theft  of  sheep,  lamb,  goat,  kid,  swine,  or  honey 
taken  from    bee-hives :    the  crime  *is    capital.f 

#  Chaloner,  page  20  and  21. 

f  Formerly,  the  ponishment  of  theft  was,  in  certain  cases, 
more  lenient.  **  If  the  thief  be  the  Lord's  bom  mant  or 
els  hath  made  fiuth  and  fealty,  and  put  him  in  grace,  if  he 
be  indicted,  and  no  mainour  in  his  hand,  or  the  verdict  be 
given,  he  ought,  by  the  law  of  Man,  to  have  his  life ;  but  he 
must  foffeit  his  goods.  And  then  he  shall  have  his  choice 
of  three  things :  first,  he  shall  choose  whether  he  will  rest  in 
prison  a  year  and  a  day,  with  sustenance  of  the  prison,  vi&. 
he  shall  have  bread,  one  part  meale,  and  another  part  chafe 
of  the  same  meale,  and  the  third  part  ashes,  and  he  Is  drink 
of  the  water  next  to  die  prison  doore :  the  second  is  to  ibre- 
sweare  the  King  and  all  his  land:  or  els,  for  the  third,  to  pay 
the  King  three  pounds."    Statute-book,  li32* 
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The  second  offeace^  called  petty  larceny^  subject! 
the  offender  to  corporal  punishment  and  im- 
prisonment at  the  discretion  of  the  court 

Foi^ry  was  not  punishable  in  England,  till 
the  reign  of  Elizabeth^  except  at  common  law« 
The  crime  was  in  no  case  capital*     Commerce 
and   paper  credit  so  much  increase  the  tempta- 
tion and  the  opportunity^  that  a  multitude  of  other 
statutes  have  since  this  period  been  found  neces^ 
sary,  and  there  is  now  scarcely  an  instance  wherefa 
fraudulent  forgery  is  not  felonious.    The  Manks 
laws  are  still  silent  upon  the  subject.     Only  one* 
jtnd  that  a  modern  instance^  has  occurred,     i 
have  remarked  the  abundance  of  card  tickets, 
payable  on  dem&nd,  and  equally  current  with 
the  silver  coin.     Several  forged  ones,  for  five 
shillings  each,   were  issued  in  the  name  of  m 
gentleman  resident  at  Peel,  accustomed  to  have 
his  notes  in  circulation.     The  criminal  was  de- 
tected, and  confessed  the  fraud.     It  could  not 
be  considered  in  any  other  light  than  that  of  a 
civil  debt.    The  matter  was  in  some  way  conn 
pounded,  and  the  prisoner  set  at  liberty. 

When  a  summons  to  appear  at  court  was 
nothing  else  than  a  piece  of  marked  stone,  we 
may  easily  suppose  that  an  error  or  a  perversion 
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of  lis  use  might  frequentlj  happen.  To  coan-» 
terfeit  or  make  false  use  of  the  Governor's  token 
subjected  the  offender  to  a  fine  of  twenty  shil- 
lings ;  of  the  Deemster's  token^  to  a  fine  of  ten 
shillings^  besides  imprisonment,  in  either  case, 
during  the  Governor's  pleasure.* 

We  have  seen  that  two  punishments  maj,  in 

tome  instances,  be  inflicted  for  the  same  ofience  : 

aor  is  there  any  thing  unjust  in  the  practice, 

when  a  public  and  a  private  wrong  are  blended* 

A  statute  of  Hewy  the  Eighth  directs  that,  in 

cases    of    mayhem,    treble    damages  shall    be 

awarded,  as  a  compensation  for  the  civil  injury, 

to  be  recovered  by  action  of  trespass  ;  and  that 

the  ofiender  shall  also  be  criniinally  prosecuted 

for  a  fine  to  the  King.     Any  one  beating  a  clerk 

in  orders,  is,  even  now,  in  England,  subject  to 

three  kinds  of  proseeutions,  which  may  be  pur* 

sued  at  the  same  time  ;  au  indictment  for  breach 

of  the  peace,  by  assault   and  battery;   a  civil 

action  for  damages ;  and  a  suit  in  the  Ecclesias* 

tical  Court. 

All  felonies,  and  most  crimes,  must  be  deter- 
mined at  the  Court  of  General  Goal  Delivery. 

♦  Statute-book,  165L 
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ISefore  any  person  >  can  be  triedi  he  must  be 
iadicted:  I  will  therefore  speak  of  the  indict^ 
meatfirst* 

When  a  person  is  apprehended  On  suspicion 
of  felony,  the  Coroner^  in  whose  sheading  it  has 
been  committed^  is  obliged,  ex  <^cio,  to  take  the. 
offender,  into  custody^  and,  by  warrant  of  tha 
Deemster,  summon  a  jury  of  six  good  and  la^^'- 
ful  men  out  of  the  sheadings  tocher  with  all 
such  persons  as  he  thinks  may  be  able  to  give  any 
testimony  in  the  matter,  to  appear  before  the 
Deemster.  If  the^  crime  be  committed*  in  one 
sheading,  and  the  supposed  criminal  lire  in 
another,  the  jury  must  consist  of  three  men  of 
each  sheading.*  They  are,  under  the  directton 
of  the  Deemster,  to  make  inquiry,  and  taka 
avidence,  in  writing,  respecting  the  offience  com* 
plained  of  Upon  proof,  confession,  strong 
presumption,  or  suspicion,  suppwted  by  pre* 
Tailing  circumstances,  the  jury  indict  the  offender. 
The  Deemster  is  required  to  receive  their  verdict; 
to  transmit  it,  with  the  depositions  that  have 
been  taken,  to  the  Rolls  Office ;  and  to  release^ 
admit  to  bail,  or  imprison  such  person,  so  ac- 
quitted or  indicted>  as  the  nature  of  the  case  may 

require. 

*  Chaloner,  pag9  flCK^ 
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Thu  modrt  of  iadicfmeBt  doM  not  txtead  i« 
petty  larceay.  In  the  latter  cttie^  tke  Inefliod  of 
proceeding  is  somewhat  different;  the  stispceied 
pwtj  being  elomined  upon  oatfa^  and  if  on* 
abk  to  clear  hinudf,  immediatelj  fonnd  guilty }  H 
prActide,  tbat^  in  every  mortl  and  feligions  point 
of  vi^^  eannot  be  too  nnicfa  condemned.  If  the 
jury  conYict  the  offender  of  petty  larceny,  the 
cause  goes  n6t  before  another  jury,  as  in  tMm  of 
fslony^  but  is  by  this  verdict  finally  decided. 

When  any  one  has  been  indicted  for  felony 
and  committed  to  prison,  there  most  ht  sum^ 
moned,  at  least  th^ee  days  before  the  sitting  of 
flie  court,  a  jury,  consisting  of  twelve  good  and 
lawftil  men,  to  try  the  delinqnett :  and  it  ia  usual 
for  the  same  jury  to  try  all  the  ciies  that  occur 
at  one  tiiM.  The  court  is  held  at  Castletown,  as 
occasion  may  require,  by  order  of  the  Oorernof, 
binnelf  bnd  the  two  Deemsters  presiding  thcsrein. 
.  One.  credible  witness  proving  the  felony,  and 
^  supported  by  probable  circumstances,  thot^  it 
was  not  foroserly,  is  now  held  suflBcient  to  con* 
viet  the  prisoner. 

In  case  of  doubt  arisingto  the  jury,  itespeeting 
eny  evidences  or  droumstenees  btfora  them,  thej 
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inay  aik  Ac  opinioQ  of  Hbe  Deemston,  but  murt 
finnlfy  decide  according  to  tbeir  ow*. 

A  dutom^  observed  by  the  Suoiift  before  the 
Conqutft,  prevaili  here  r  the  BiAop  or  his  deputy 
site  in  (he  court  till  ttie  verdict  \s  deteranned  ; 
tbc  Deemster  asiung  ihe  jury^  instead  of  ^'  gdilty 
or  not  guilty/'  '^Vod  fir-charree  soie/'  '^Mi^ 
the  man  df  He  chancel  continue  to  sit  ?'' 

Wcteieh^  convicted  of  any  Capital  crime^  vftx^ 
ftmnerly  fmt  into  k  sack  and  drowned  :*  bnt  io 
either  sex^  the  punishment  now  is  to  be  hanged^ 

Besides  the  courts  of  law  is  the  Great  Inquest^ 
a  jury  et  juries  of  Tery  ancient  date,  abolished  is 
177r>  but  re^esUUished  id  1798:  It  consists  Of 
six  juries^  one  for  eeeh  sheading,  of  twelte  men 
each ;  the  two  parishes  of  the  Oarff  sheading 
lending  six  men  each ;  erery  other  parish,  few"^ 
They  are  named  by  the  Coroner,  and  contmne  ia 
office  for  one  year.  They  are  obliged,  by  theit 
Oaths,  to  present  in  the  proper  courte  all  luiowil 
oflfenders^  public  or  private,  whether  of  the  Lord'i 
officers^  tenants,  or  other  inhabitants.  The  adt^ 
wliich  re-establishes  the  Great  InqttesC,  appoints 
some  r^idatioag  for  their  proceedings,  and  takM 

e  Cbsloaer,  p.  90  and^SLr 
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away  whaterer  power  they  fonnerly  poiMited>  ov 
had  assumed,  respecting  '  the  tryiiig  or  deter- 
nining  the  right  or  title  of  boundaries  not  ad- 
joining the  commons,  or  wastes,  and  of  ways, 
waters,  water-courses,  and  boundaries  between 
party  and  party ;  and  directs  that  all  trials  re- 
specting the  boundaries  of  wastes  or  commons, 
should  be  before- ft  Deemster^  and  thai  the  evi- 
dence should  be  taken  down  in  writing..'  An  ap- 
peal from  the  decisiott  of  the  Great  InquesI  may 
be  made  to  the  House  of  Keysw 

The  courts  were  not  formerly  courts  of  record. 
The  lawsi  were  locked  up  in  the  breasts  of  the 
Governor  and  Deemsters,  conveyed  by  oral  tra* 
dition  from  one  generatio&  to^  another,  and  known 
to  the  people  oidy  by  the  sentence  which  they 
decreed.  This  practice  was  foHowed  by  the 
more  eligible  plan  of  keeping  precedents^  $$ 
guides  for  future  determinations*  Rven  then« 
they  were  kept  by  three  locks,  their  respective 
keys  in  the  possesion  of  the  three  chief  officers 
of  state>  from  the  scrutiniaing  eye  of  the  vulgar  ; 
nor  were  they,,  till  the  fifteenth  century,  geae- 
f  ally  known  to  the  body  of  the  people. 

The  inhabitants  appear  content  with  their 
laws;  and  the  decisibna  of  the  Governor  and 


J^ubUe  fTrangs,  ^nd  their  Pumshfnent  99S 

Deemsters  are  considered  e3±remelj  equitable. 
Strangers^  indeed^  imagine  that  in  trials  between 
themselves  and  the  natives^  the  latter  sometimes 
have  the  preference.     Of  their  laws  and  con* 
atitution  thej  talk  little:   there  are  no  parties 
among  Afi  generality  of  the  people;  ^^d  dif* 
ferences  of  opinion  respect  English^  and  not 
Mania  politics.    In  the  House  of  Key*,  h<sv* 
lever,  dissensions. sometimes  arise. .  Their  debat^ 
and  decisions  are' not  always  so  fiivourable  as  the 
•ther  branches  of  the  legislature  might  wish; 
and  th^  possess  a  laige  majority  of  what. is 
.  termed  the  Manks  party,  or  those  more  inclined 
4*  the  preservation  or  ettliiq;fment  of  the  rights 
and  liberties  of  the  people  than  to  Hie  encroach- 
inents  of  any  part  of  the  government    Major 
Taubman  takes  the  lead  of  this  party ;  and  holds 
4be  office  of  Speaker  of  the  House.    . 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

On  the  Privileges  enjoyed  by  Debtors. 

A  FEW  anecdotes  ariting  oat  of  the  veal,  or 
supposed  privileges  of  the  isUnd,  will  fiirm  tiie 
sulgeet  of  the  present  chapter. 

Although  persoM  having  debts  abroad  or  ae- 
tions  determined  against  thesn  are  privileged,  ex- 
eepfing  so  far  as  respects  their  moveabk  pmpcrtj, 
yet  no  asylum  is  hare  fflbided  for  ai^  one  gniltf 
of  criminal  conduct. 

About  siitty  yean  since,  a  lady  of  the  name  of 
Hingstdtae  vas  imprisoned  in  this  islaod  Cor  a 
debt  of  her  husband's,  the  particniars  of  vrhich 
transaction  I  am  unable  to  give  the  reader.  It 
gave  rise  to  a  pamphlet,  published  in  1751,  en- 
titled '^  Liberty  Invaded,''  and  to  another  by 
J.  Baldwin,  Esq.  entitled  **  British  Liberty  in 
GhainSy  and  England^s  Ruin  on  the  Anvil  in  the 
Isle  of  Man,  novF  commonly  called.  Little  France^ 
addressed  to  all  Free  Britons,  zealous  for  the  glory 
of  their  King,  the  Liberties  of  the  People,  and 
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JSafiety  of  the  Realm,  apecaally  to  the  kudftUe 
iksH^iiitionof  AatigaUicMis/^  1756^  6to. 

A  conidecable  time  ago,  ft  mftn  of  the  name  of 
Wood  escaped  from  Dublin  goal  and  found  his 
mmj  io  this  island.  He  was  either  traced^  or  dif- 
eo^TCpred  by  advertisement;  and  a  correspondence 
wspectiog  faim  enttied,  between  the  Governor  of 
Man  and  the  SecDetary  of  State  for  Ireland.  The 
nabire  of  his  crtase  I  have  been  unable  to  learn^ 
hut  aqi  informed  that  it  was  not  IblOinioiis.  fife 
{ finally  escorted  back  to  Dublin* 

Scotch  bankrufis  refusing  to  flunreadtf  them- 
have  sometimes  been  apprehended  on  tbb 
4riand  and  aenft  back  to  Scotland,  even  at  a  line 
when  Mich  conduct  was  not  in  that  oonfttry 
felony,   i 

A  few  years  ago  a  stock  turoker  of  the  name  of 
Daniels,  nephew  to  Mr.  Goldnnid,  af rivipd  hffe 
from  London  with  about  ^ven  thousand  pwads 
in  his  pocket  He  bad  been  e^^ployed  by  4^  per- 
son to  sell  out  $topk  to  the  amount  of  pil^tftey  or 
eighteen  thousand  pounds,  and  receiYed  Ibe 
money  of  the  purchaser.  He  gave  bis^pploy^^as 
as  usual,  a  draft  upon  bis  baxiker  for  the  amouiit ; 
but  not  thinking  proper  to  pay  io  any  of  the 
anm  received,  and  n^t  having  sufficient  effects 
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Acre^  ihe  dnft  was  returned  for  non-payoieiit 
and  the  drawer  was  not  to  be  found.  It  appears 
evident  from  tiie  transaction  that  his  design  was 
iraudulent;  but  not  more  so  than  that  of  any 
^lerson  purchasing  goods,  re-selling  thenij  an4 
making  off  with  the  money;  which  latter  prac-- 
tice  is  deemed  in  law^  unless  the  articles  be 
lK>ught  under  false  pretences^  to  be  a  private  and 
not  a  public  wrong.  There  is  no  law  to  prevent 
a  man's  drawing  upon  his  banker  for  a  greater 
pum  than  the  effects  in  his  hands.  The  vendor^ 
in  accepting  the  draft  instead  of  cash,  took  it 
ppon  the  reputed  credit  and  inti^ty  of  Daniels: 
and  although  many  persons  considered  the  trans- 
action as  a  fraud  which  the  law  could  reach,  yet 
the  greater  number  of  those,  well  informed  on 
pubjects  of  this  nature,  did  not  imagine  it  to  be  so. 
Of  the  former  opinion  was  the  Chief  Magistrate 
pf  the  city  of  London^  who,  on  complaint  being 
mftde  to  him,  gave  immediate  directions  to  have 
fhe  offender  advertised  in  all  the  papers,  with  a 
reward  for  his  apprehension.  These  advertise^ 
inents  very  accurately  described  his  person  ;  and 
ihe  High  Bailiff  of  Douglas  was  the  first  who 
perceived  a  resemblance  between  their  descrip* 
tiQjH  and  a  gentleman  who  had  lately  taken  lodg^  i 
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togs  in  that  town.  He  commuaicated  his  «u$^ 
picioos  to  etbefi,  and  an  examination  was  d^ter*^ 
mined  upon.  The  account  which  he  gave  o^ 
himself  was  so  contr^ictory  as  nearly  to  deter^ 
mine  their  opinion ;  and,  instead  pf  cofiveyii^ 
hiii|i  to  the  Castle,  |he  more  lenient  measure  was 
adopted,  of  placing  sentinels  at  the  door  of  bis 
apartments  till  the  Governor's  pleasure  could 
be  known.  .  He  afterwards  confessed  to  Lieu* 
tenant  Governor  Shaw  and  the  High  Bailiff,  that 
their  suspicions  were  well  founded.  The  Council 
was  convened  upon  the  occasion,  and  it  was  de* 
termined  to  deliver  him  into  the  custody  of  two 
Bow-street  Officers,  who  had  come  in  pursuit  of 
him.  It  was  thought  expedient  to  gain  Daniels* 
consent  to  hi<  return*  This  and  the  money  in 
his  possession  were  obtained  by  the  Officers,  on 
giving  their  promise  th^  no  criminal  prosecq^ 
tion  should  be  carried  on  against  him.  On  bis 
arrival  in  London,  a  process  of  this  nature  was^ 
ncvfartheless^  immediately  commenced,  and  he 
WitfT  finally  acquitted  by  the  jury. 

This  tranfaction  gave  rise  to  a  long  paper 
war,  carried  on  by  the  High  Bailifi'imd  a  resi- 
dent of  Douglas,  supposed  to  be  Sir  John  Ma- 
fitrtoeyy  through   the   medium  of  the  Manks 
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Weekly  Joarna]^  respeeting  the  kgmlity  of  tiie 
arrest.  It  was  sftrmed  bj  the  former  to  be  legBi 
on  account  of  the  criminalitj  of  the  partj ;  and 
of  precedence  in  8imil8r>  or  less  frandulent  eases. 
The  latter  iirged^  vnib  some  plausibility^  that  it 
was  at  least  a  question  which  admitted  of  donbt ; 
that  it  had  been  the  immemorial  custom  in  ail 
doubtful  cases^  to  summon  the  Keys  and  take 
their  opinion  upon  the  subject ;  and  that  the  dch 
livery  of  Daniels>  witiiOut  previously  so  doings 
was  an  illegal  act. 

Soon  after  the  agitation  of  this  question^  the 
High  Bailiff  published  in  Hbe  Manks  paper^  a 
resolution  which  he  intended  to  move  in  the 
House  of  Keys^  himself  being  a  member  of  that 
body,  that  all  privileges  enjoyed  by  forefgnein 
should  be  annulled,  and  that  the  island  should  be 
no  longer  an  asylum  for  "Ae  unfortunate,  or  the 
frauduldnt.  His  fi>rmer  opponent  was  again 
roused  to  action.  He  asserted,  that  much  of  the 
prosperity  of  the  coutatty  arose  from  its  being 
the  residence  of  strstngers  (himself  being  one), 
and  that  without  them  it  would  be  a  miserable 
place.  The  framer  of  the  bill  replied,  that  it 
would  be  more  creditable  to  the  island  to  be 
without  such  strangers  as  he  altuded  to.    The 
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dC^fiiMTeniy  died  awaj^  etiher  without  amy  bill 
of  the  kind  being  subauited  4o  the  coniideraAioii 
^f  the  legislatiife^  M  of  its  being  quietly  ni^ 
gatived. 

Siace  the  affair  of  Daniek.  an  attempt  wag 
anade  to  ap]Mtebei|d  and  take  wraj  a  geatleflMii 
now  rerident  at  Douglas>  for  faaTiag  4ient  a  chai^ 
lenge  to  a  nobleman  in  Ireland^  botli  at  that  time 
maiding  there,  and  having  been  eonse^ently  iiN 
^dieted  by  the  Graod  Jury  for  his  breach  of  tha 
Ipeaee.     A  correspondence  again  took  place  be- 
tween tiie  Governor  aad  the  Secretary.     The 
Cmn^  finally  declined  U^  issue  any  older  for  Ms 
Apfpreheosion^  probably  not  thinking  it  a  matter 
of  sufficient  criminality^  and  knowing  that  the 
oigect  of  the  indietnent  was  aierdy  to  procure 
hia  return  to  Irdand^  where  be  might  have  been 
arrested  for  a  A^Axt  to  the  very  large  amount  of 
flO>ODO/...doe  to  hts  Lordship,  for  damages  re- 
covered in  an  action  against  the  defendaiit  for 
» iminal  con^fenmiion  with  his  bdy..    For  the 
d^  indeed^  be  inres  hem  artested  aocordiog^o  tbie 
Masdas  law;  and  far  ia  short  time  confined  in 
Hkt  castle  of  the  metropolis,  the  plaintiff  being 
apprehensive  that  he  would  otherwise  make  his 
escape  from  the  island,  while  the  mipre  important 

3 


300        Privikgci  enfcyed  by  Dcitors. 

caae  was  pending.  On  its  being  decided  lie  wm 
immedielely  released,  his  opponent  well  under- 
standing; that,  although  he  was  a  man  of  pro- 
perty, he  took  care  to  have  none  liable  to  seizure. 
His  credit  here  stands  ver  j  high,  and  I  heard  tiie 
Chief  Deemster  say  in  open  court,  that  he  should 
consider  his  security  for  the  paynient  of  a  debt 
equal  to  a  bank  note.^ 

It  seems  now  eufficiently  determined  by  pre* 
cedents,  that  ex^pt  in  merely  civil  cases,  no  per- 
sons are  here  privileged  from  the  common  course  ' 
of  law,  unless  the  Governor  refuse,  as  he  did  in  the 
one  last  mentioned,  to  sanction  such  proceeding. 
|n  case  of  notorious  criminality  he  would  never 
do  so« 

When  a  dcl>tor  whom  the  law  cannot  reach 
has  taken  refuge  upon  the  island,  it  has  not  unh 
frequently  been  the  custom  (to  the  shame  of  the 
islaad  be  it  spoken)  for  a  creditor  to  hire  five  or 
■ix  ruffians  to  carry  him  away  by  force.  Th^ 
seize  him  in  an  unguarded  mmnent,  take  him  off 
his  legs,  hurry  him  into  a  boat,  and  thence 
.put  him  on  board  a  vessel  lying  ready  to  receive 
him.    The  Manks  Government  has  not  inter- 

•  For  these  anecdotes  I  am  indebted  to  Mr.  Cosnsban^ 
H%h  BaOiff  of  Dot^hs. 
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fered  or  made  any  inquiry  into  sueh  infamouf 
transactions.  Could  any  villains  be  found  suf* 
iciently  hardy  to  attempt  the  seizure  of  Ae  lati 
mentioned  gentleman^  their  courage  need  not, 
probably  could  not^  be  put  to  any  further  trial* 
It  is  said>  I  know  not  with  what  truth,  that  a  re- 
ward of  five  thousand  pounds  has  been  oflfered  to 
any  one  who  will  deliver  him  into  custody,  in 
Ireland. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  alt  who  have  been 
thus  carried  away  were^  Scotch  drovers,  persons 
employed  to  buy  and  sell  cattle,  who  by  fraudu- 
lent means  had  obtained  large  sums  of  money, 
and  who  had  brought  in  their 'pockets  several 
thousand  pounds. 

An  instance  of  the  kind  happened  at  Douglas 
during  my  residence  in  that  town.  A  drover  of 
reputed  honesty  had  obtained  money  to  a  con* 
siderable  amount  from  varAous  persons,  under  the 
pretence  of  making  for  them  advantageous  pur- 
chases of  cattle.*  Having  amassed  as  much  as 
possible,  he  immediately  proceeded  to  White- 
haven, intending  to  spend  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  the 
supposed  place  of  security,  his  ill-gotten  wealth. 
The  wind  was  boisterous  and  adverse :  no  vessel 
woijld  put  to  sea.    He  had  no.  authority,  like 
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C$mg,  to  tell  th«  capteis  tbai  lie  wMdd  etrry  A 
cboTer  Msd  his  fortune :  but  I  saw  the  mnter  of 
M  opea'«Ml  boat^  to  whom  be  in  Ymm  tfSsedl 
oiw  bondred  pounds  to  perform  Hie  Toyege 
Tbia  mmn  mid  be  belicrred  be  ghould  famve  struck 
tbe  bargftin^  bad  not  his  Tesset  beefs  tben  dground; 
Dimppointed  and  fearful  of  delay^  be  proceeded 
to  Liverpool  and  was  obl^od  to  reoiaia  two  or 
tbree  da^s  ia  tbat  town^  awaiting  tbe  departoit 
of  a  vessel  for  tbe  dmired  port. 

In  the  mean  time  tbe  creditors  beard  of  bis 
decampment,  and  judging  it  probable  tbat  be 
bad  fled  to  tbe  privileged  island,  determined  if 
possible^  to  use  force  tgainst  fraudi  One  to 
whom  he  Owed  1,200/.  embarked  witboul  delay, 
and  arrived  at  Douglas  before  bis  debtor.  He 
was  permitted  by  law  to  imprison  any  debtor  till 
be  could  find  bail  for  bis  personal  appesmDor, 
and  the  delivering  up  of  bis  effects  upon  tbe 
island,  or  till  the  action,  never  long  postponed, 
could  be  beard ;  and  still  expecting  tbe  arrival 
of  tbe  drover,  be  procured  a  warrant  to  arrest 
bim.  He  hired  a  vessel  and  half  a  d02en  sturdy 
fellows,  and  eiamined  each  ship  as  it  arrived. 
At  length  came  the  packet  from  Liverpool,  and 
tbe  rascal  on  landing  was  conveyed  io  prison. 
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He  little  dreaded  his  adversary's  power^  and  hired 
a  post-chaise  to  carry  him  the  oext  morning  to 
Castletown.  A  person  who  has  power  to  confine 
another,  has  power  also  to  release  him.  In  the 
dusk  of  the  evening.be  set  his  men  upon  the 
watch,  and  dismissed  the  action.  The  prison  is 
elosp  to  the  sea :  the  gate  was  thrown  open,  and 
out  walked  the  drover,  exulting  in  the  confirma* 
tion  of  his  liberty,  and  the  success  of  his  plans. 
Scarcely  .had  the  door  shut  after  him,  when  he 
was  seized  by  the  men  in  waiting,  hurried  to 
k  boat,  and  thence  put  on  board  a  vessd.  The 
ihip  sdon  weighed  am^hor ;  but  to  what  port  he 
was  carried,  or  what  afterwards  became  of  him. 
I  could  never  learn. 


im 


CHAPTER  Vm. 

The  Sak  df  the  Island. 

J.N  order  to  prevent  the  smuggling  trade  of  tilt 
Is}e  of  Man^  vt^hicb^  in  the  beginning  of  the 
last  century^  began  to  prognosticate  great  evil 
to  England^  and  perhaps  for  other  reasons^  it 
VMS  the  wish  of  the  British  government  that  the 
spvereigntj  of  the  island  should  be  re-vested  in 
the  King.  An  act  consequently  passed  the  le* 
gislature  in  1726^  authorising  the  Earl  of  Derby 
to  sell  his  royalty  and  revenue. 

Although  many  proposals  were  made  to  him^ 
and  his  successor^  they  always  made  delays^  un< 
willing  \o  complete  the  sale ;  and  the  object  of 
government  remained  incomplete  till  John  Duke 
of  Athol  and  his  Duchess  succeeded  to  the  toy* 
alty.  In  the  first  and  last  year  of  their  reign^ 
^nd  in  the  fifth  of  that  of  his  present  Majesty^ 
A.  D.  1765^  the  sovereignty  was  re- vested  in  the 
King  of  England.  The  people  were  at  first  much 
alarmed  at  the  consequent  change  of  affairs^  but 
experience  has  since  taught  the  industrious  part 
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of  them  to  consider  it  a  great  advantage  to  the 
couqtr)F ;  the  Duke  however  was  ever  afterwards'' 
much  disliked  on  this  account. 

A  flong,  of  which  the  following  is  a  verse^ 
was  composed  on  the  occasion^  and  is  well  re* 
memhered  to  this  day : 

'*  For  the  babes  unborn  win  rae  the  day, 
.  That  the  Isle  ofMan  was  sold  away ; 
For  there's  ne'er  an  old  wife  that  lores  a  dram, 
"But  what  will  kunent  for  the  Isle  of  Man.'' 
_  ^ 

The  sovereign  Ibrmerly  bore  the  title  of  Bang, 

and  his  consort  is  stjled  Queen  in  some  of  the 

statutes.    This  title  was,  about  three  centuries 

ago,  abandoned  by  Thomas,  Earl  of  Derby ;  and 

Lord  of  Man  assumed  in  its  room.    The  reason 

which  he  gave  for  so  doing  was,  that  he  thought 

it  an  empty  title,   since  the  country  could  no 

longer  maintain  itself  independent  of  other  na^ 

tions;  and  that  he  deemed  it  more  honourable 

to  be  a  great  Lord  than  a  petty  King. 

The  preamble  ofthe  Act4>f  re^vestment  recites 

the  grant  of  Henry  IV •  and  the  confirmation  of 

it   by  Act  of   Parliament  of    7th    James  L 

regulating  the  entail  of  the  island,  and  the  sue* 

cession  to  it.    It  mentions  the  death  of  Charles, 

Earl  of  Derby,  in  1735  ;  and  thai  the  property 

X 
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wu  consequently  Tested  in  Jemes^  Duke  of  AlbiA, 
i  as  heir  general  to  James,  Earl  of  Derby^  who 
was  beheaded  in  1651;  that  James,  Duke  of 
Aiholj  conTeyed  it  to  trustees  in  a  deed  of  feoiT- 
-ment  executed  ^n  the  6th  of  April,  1756,  to 
make  an  absolute  sale  of  it  after  his  death,  with 
the  consent  of  the  then  Lord-proprietor  his  heir; 
the  money  arising  therefrom  to  be  laid  out  in  the 
purchase  of  lands  in  Scotland,  to  be  entailed  in 
the  strictest  manner  according  to  the  law  of  that 
kingdom  on  the  heirs  male  of  his  body,  with  re- 
'  mainders,  designed  to  prefer  the  line  of  the  Mur- 
rays  to  the  line  of  heirs  from  the  seventh  Earl  of 
Derby,  with  an  ultimate  remainder,  not  to  the 
heir  general  of  James,  seventh  Earl  of  Derby, 
but  to  Duke  James's  heirs  and  assigns.  It  says, 
that  James,  Duke  of  Athol,  died  in  1764,  and 
that  his  only  child,  Charlotte  Murray,  and  her 
husband,  then  Duke  of  Athol,  became  entitled  to 
the  Isle  of  Man  according  to  their  estates  and 
interests  under  the  prescribed  entafls.* 

The  treaty  specifies  that  the  Duke  and  Duchess 
shall  receive  70,0001.  to  be  laid  out  in  estates  of 
Scotland  to  be  entailed  for  ever  on  their  heirs 

'  •  See  Statutes  at  large,  VoL  X. 


TheSak  of  the  Island.  80T 

in  purehaae  of  their  royalty^  fhe  Kvenues  aris- 
ing, or  to  be  raised  from  the  custom-duties  and 
some  other  perquisites;  themsdves  retaining 
the  manerial  rights^  with  many  other  advan- 
ti^s  and  emoluments.  This  sum  was  conse- 
quently paid  into  the  Bank  of  England  in  the 
names  of  the  Duke  and  Duchess  of  Athol^  Sir 
Charles  Frederick,  and  Edmond  Hoskins,  to  be 
by  them  appropriated  to  the  purpose  above  spe- 
cified. Respecting  the  perquisites  and  emolu- 
ments, some  misunderstanding  had  arisen ;  the 
English  goyernment  hsiving  claimed  more  than 
the  Duke  by  this  fMty  intended  to  give  up; 
and  the  Duke  and  Duchess  had  the  further 
grant  of  an  annuity  of  2,0001.  upon  their  liyes.^ 
In  the  year  1781,  the  present  Duke,  son  to 
the  vender  of  hisroyalty^  presented  a  petition  to 
parliament whichstated^  among  other  complaintii^ 
that  many  parts  of  fhe  Act  of  the  fifth  year  of 
George  the  Third  required  explanation  and 
amendment^  and  that  proper  remedies  or  powers 
-were  omitted  to  be  given  by  the  said  Act  to  the 
Duke  and  Duchess  of  Athol,  their  heirs  or  as^ 
signsj    seneschals   or  stewards^  and  moors  and 

*  The  dste  of  this  grant  Iknownot,  being  unable  to  find 
iny  account  of  it  in  the  statutes. 
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bailifls^  for  the  obtaining  of  the*  serenl  rigbtt 
and  interests,  or  for  ihe  exercise  or  enjoyment 
of  such  as  were  intended  to  be  reserved :  and* 
therefore  prajed  that  leave  might  be  given  to 
bring  in  a  bill  to  explain  and  amend  the  said 
Act,  made  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  his 
present  Majesty,  and  to  enable  the  said  Duke 
and  his  heirs  to  obtain^  exercise,  and  enjoy^  cer- 
tain povirers  and  remedies.^ 

He  alleged,   that  the  revenues  arising  to  his 
family  virere  not  fairly  collected  prior  to  the  re- 
vestment,  many  frauds  being  then  practised ;  and 
consequently  that  the  annual  revenue  to  vrhich 
the  purchase  moncgr  was  proportioned  was  much 
too  small,  the^  frauds  having  been  since  prevent- 
ed by  the  regulations  of  the  English  govern- 
tnent :  that  his  father  had  the  power  of  increas- 
aog  the  duties  with  the  consent  of  the  council 
and  the  Keys,  and  that  such  consent;  to  any  rea- 
sonable d^ree,  would  not  htfve  been  withheld; 
that  some  rights,  not  intended  to  be  vtslcd  in 
-the  crown,  had  been  sd  vetted,  such  as  herring- 
'custom,  salmon-fisheries,   and  treasure-trove. 

A  petition,  being  a  memorial  of  John  Cat- 

*  Vide  Journal  of  the  Housf  of  Commons,  Vol  S8. 
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nahaD,  af  the  House  of  Keys,  and  agent  for 
that  bofly,  was  laid  before  parliament  against 
the  passing  of  the. bill..  It  stated  that  the  pro* 
posed  bill  cojitained  many  provisions  against  the 
present  constitution^  and  injurious  to  the  inhar 
bitantsof  the  island.   . 

Counsel  having  been  heard  on  both  sides^  the 
bill,  somewhat  amended,  passed  the  House,  under 
the  following  title:  ^'An  Act  to  explain  and 
amend  an  act  of  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  hi^ 
present '  Majesty,  intituled,  "  An  Act,  &c"— ; 
and  to  ascertain  and  establish  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  manerial  courts  of  the  most  noble  John  Duke 
of  Athol,  in  the  said  island;  and  to  enable  the 
said  Duke  and  his  heirs  to  exercise  and  enjoy 
certain  rights,  powers,  and  remedies,  therein  con«^ 
tained.' 

OouMel  was  again  heajrd  in  the  House  of 
Lords*.  The  Lord  ChlinceUor  was. against  the 
bill.  He  said  that  what  the  public  purchased 
of  thekde  J>uke  of  Athol  seemed  to  him  of  very 
little  i^giportanoe,  no  more,  in  his  apprehension» 
than  certain  rights  and  privileges,  incident  to  the 
proprietor  for  the  time  being,  as  first  magistrate 
and  X40rd  of  the  soil ;  and  which  his  Miye^ty's 
serratto  in  the  year  1765,  very  wisdy  deemed 
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to  be  improper  to  be  longer  vested  in  ike  bandi 
of  a  subject,  wbo  exercised  those  rights  inde* 
pendent  of,  and  uncontrolled  by^  the  British 
parliament.  There  were  nrnnj  instances  to 
proye  that  the  Lord  of  Man  and  the  inhabi-^ 
tants  were  amenable  and  controllable  by  the 
British  legislature.  One  instance  only  he  should 
mention.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Eighth  an 
act  of  parliament  passed  for  abolishing  all  mo- 
nasteries andabbies,  and  vesting  the  lands  which 
belonged  to  them  in  the  crown.  In  this  bill  were 
included  those  of  Man ;  and  the  Earl  of  Derb/, 
so  far  from  exclaiming  against  the  usurpation, 
or  complaining  of  the  injustice  or  oppression  of 
iuch  a  stretch  of  foreign  pow«r,  actually  be- 
came a  lessee  for  them  under  the  king.  Much 
had  been  said  about  manerial  rights,  whereas 
tiiey  appeared  to  have  no  real  foundation  what- 
ever ;  these  rights  which  had  been  thus  claimed, 
having  at  different  times,  and  upon  various  oc- 
casions, been  granted  to  the  Lords  of  Manors, 
and  of  course  divested  out  of  the  Lord-para- 
mount. 

The  Duke  of  Athol  wished  to  have  every  pa- 
ragraph examined  by  their  Lordships  with  the 
minutest  attention,    being  perauaded  that  the 


The  Sale  of  the  hlend.  %\l 

more  pains  ihere  ^erc  taken  to  derelope  the 
nal  purport  and  olgccts  of  the  bill,  the  more 
Mipportersitirould  hare  • 
The  bill  was  finally  lost  in  this  House. 
In  the  year  1790  the  Duke  again  petitioned 
parliament;    and  General   Murray  moved  fot 
leave  to  bring  in  a  bill  for  appointing  commis- 
sioners  to  inquire  into  the  extent  and  value  of 
certain  rights,  revenues,  and  possessions  in  Ihe 
Isle  of  Man. 

Mr.  Dundas  supported  the  bill. 
Sir  Joseph  Mawbey  spoke  against  it. 
Mr.  Rose  said,  that  the  bargain  of  1765  had 
been  made  in  a  hur^,  that  it  was  an  unfair  one, 
and  required  re-consideration. 

The  House  of  Keys  petitioned  that  the  bill 
might  not  pass  into  a  law,  and  were  heard  by 
Counsel  against  it. 

On  the  second  reading  it  was  opposed  by  Mr. 
Law,  who  denied  any  precipitancy  in  the  bar- 
gain,  the  English  government  having  had  the 
purchase  in  contemplation  ever  since  the  reign 
of  George  the  First.    He  considered  70,000/.  and 

•  ride  PsrUamenttiy  Begister.  D*rett.  VoLhr.  S«0,  Ml» 
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IMi  aDDoitj  of  2^000A  oo.tbe  lives  of  the  Duke 
and  Duchess  an  ample  compepsation. 

Mr.  Curvep  said,  that  la  1767  the  Dui^e  pro- 
piised  the  Hoos^  pf  Keys  that  he  would  never  in? 
trodace  any  bill  xe^pfctjifg  the  island  into  par- 
Uament  ^itbou^  giving  thevi  lufficient  previous 
notice,  and  that  of  thf  present  bill  he  had  not 
given  them  tbe  l^ast^  He  Coul4  prove,  from  au- 
thentic fiojcupiepty  that  th^  allegations  of  the 
noble  Duke  were  u^^flj  unfounded.  If  anj 
greater  compensation  ought  to  be  granted,  the 
Duchess  Dowager  was  entitled  to  receive  it. 
She  bad  been  silent  upon  the  subject,  and  he 
belieyed  conteiit.  He  had  evpry  reason  for  sup- 
posing that  the  late  Duke  was  perfectly  satisfied 
.with  the  bargain  |ie  had  made.  What  had  heei) 
already  granted,  he  piaintained  to  be  a  mpst 
ample  consideration.  If  the  rights  of  the  Duke 
bad  been  invaded,  he  should  resort  for  redre$8  to 
the  laws  of  the  island,  and  not  to  the  Hou^e  of 
Commons. 

General  Murray  defended  the  noble  Duke 
firom  breach  of  promise,  and  said  that  the  present 
could-  not  be  called  a  bill  immediately  affecting 
the  inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 
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Sir  Jamfp.  Joboaton  spoke  in  fayour  of  the. 
Duke'9  cl«iai«>'but  added^  that  whoever  ^'iDJure4 
the  inh^bitapta  of  the  Isle  of  Man  ought  to  be 
plunged  in  hell." 

Mr.  Fox  said  there  was  a  variety  of  allegations 
^t  the  Puke's  family  had  been  injured^  but  no 
proof  whatever. 

Mr.  Pitt  on  the  other  hand  replied^  that  the 
committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  allega* 
^ons  had  thought  that  there  was  proof  sufficient* 

Sir  John  Miller  wished  the  House  joy  of  what 
tl^ey  were  going  to  do.  Henceforth  they  would 
have  business  enough  upon  their  hands  in  remu«> 
nerating  every  contractor  who  had  made  a  bad 
bargain. 

Mr.  Henniker  maintained  that  the  late  Duke 
beld  only  a  life  interest  in  the  island^  and  had  no 
right  to  selh 

The  order  of  the  day  fbr  the  commitment  of 
^e  bill  being  read^  Mr.  Chancellor  Pitt  rising, 
observed,  that  notwithstanding  his  full  conviction 
pf  the  propriety  and  even  necessity  of  proceed- 
ing with  rach  a  measure,  yet,  after  the  unfavour- 
able impression  which  had  gained  ground  upon 
^he  subject  he  should  think  it  in  no  degree  pru- 
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dent  it^  attempt  to  push  the  bill  further  «t  pre- 
sent, and  should  therefore  move  that  the  bill  be 
committed  for  that  day  three  months.* 

The  bill  was  consequently  lost. 

In  the  year  1805  another  petition  was  pre* 
sented  by  the  Duke  to  parliament,  which,  like 
the  former  was  referred  to  a  committee. 

On  its  being  moved  that  Colonel  Stanley  do 
bring  up  the  report  of  the  committee, 

Mr.  Curwen  rose,  not  to  oppose  the  bringing 
of  it  up,  but  to  entreat  sufficient  time  for  a  full 
investigation  of  the  subject.  The  noble  Duke 
had  preferred  a  claim  in  the  present  petition,  on 
w4iich  till  now  he  had  been  silent,  asserting  that 
by  the  grant  of  James  I.  his  ancestor  had  been 
invested  with  absolute  royal  authority. 

A  member  said,  that  in  the  administration  of 
Lord  Sidmouth  a  negative  had  been  put  upon  the 
claims  of  the  Duke  of  Athol,  and  why  should 
that  be  reversed  ? 

Mr.  Pitt  stated  that  the  evidence  on  which  the 
committee  proceeded,  was  drawn  from  the  able 
and  elaborate  report  of  the  commissioners,  ap* 
pointed  by  his  Majesty  in  179t  to  make  inquiry 
into  the  present  state  of  the  Isle  of  Man. 

«  Vide  IWliamentary  Register.     Debret^ VoL  xxvii.  page 
d07,  815,  889,  and  56L 


The  Sak  of  ike  Island.  315 

•  On  the  reading  of  the  report, 

Mr.  Curwen  obferved  that  the  late  Duke  of 
Atholj  on  sdling  the  island^  bad  no  right  to  sell 
the  reYonnes.  They  belonged  to  the  people^  and 
were  inalienable^  and  therefore  he  could  not  in 
justice  claim  any  compensation^  on  the  ground 
that  the  revenues  had  increased.  The  late  Duke 
had,  in  fact,  nothing  to  sell  but  his  estate  on  the 
island,  accompanied  by  a  barren  sceptre. 

Sir  W.  Burroughs  endeavoured  to  prove  by  the 
authority  of  Lord  Coke,  that  the  Lord  of  the 
island  tras  formerly  an  f  ndepepdent  monarch, 
and  that  the  House  of  Keys  was  not  a  legisla-. 
ture,  but  only  a  judicial  body.*  Tbe  customs* 
revenue  since  1798  had  increased  from  ^6,000.. 
to  ^6,000.  a  year. 

Mr.  Bond  opposed  the  bill  on  the  principles 
laid  down  by  Coke  and  Blackstone,  that  the  au- 
thority of  parliament  was  paramount,  and  that 
it  had  an  unquestionable  right  to  legislate  for  the 
)sle  of  Man.  There  were  no  facts  to  shew  that 
the  Duke  of  Athol  was  independent  of  this 
controul.    T^he  memorial  stated  that  the  revenues 

.  ^  Previoutlyto  tbe  yesr  1430,  theLordof  Man  bad  cer- 
tainly exerdied  veiy  arbitrary  power,  but  at  that  aera  the 
coDStitiitioii  of  the  goverament  was  rendered  much  leas  mo- 
narchicsL 
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of  1S02  were  greater  than  those  of  1765.  This 
circamstaBce  had  nothing  at  all  to  do  with  the 
present  buaiaess. 

Lord  Glenheirvie  maintained  that  the  opinion 
of  Lord  Coke  was  unfounded. 

Lord  Temple  thought  it  his  duty  to  resist  a 
transaction  which  had  the  appearance  of  a  job, 

Mr.  Pitt  supported  the  petition  on  the  justr 
ness  of  the  claims. 

Mr.  Sheridan  supported  the  bill  in  opposition 
to  most  of  his  friends. 

Division :  for  receiving  the  report   114 
against  ditto     48 

'  majority     66 

On  the  taking  of  the  report  into  consideration^ 

Mr.  Rose  observed  that  the  late  Duke  had 

been  frightened   into  the  bargain^    that  Lord 

Mansfield  had  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  accept 

what  was  ofiered  he  would  lose  all>     Parliament 

*  In  order  to  give  to  the  reader  as  compfehensive  a  id^v 
of  the  subject  as  possible,  I  here  subjein  an  extract  of  the 
Act  of  5  George  III.  which  refers  to  a  letter,  addressed 
to  the  Lords  of  the  Treasuryi  written  in  the  names  of  the 
Duke  and  the  Puchess  of  Athol,  and  dated  Feb.  27,  1765, 
**  They  did  declare  that  they  were  ready^  if  it  should  be  deem* 
ed  necessary  for  the  public  service,  to  part  with  all  their 
rights  held  under  the  several  grants  of  the  Isle  of  Msa;  bu( 
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bad  certainty  no  right  to  legislate  for  the  island. 
Lord  Coke  had  never  asserted  that  parliament 
had  a  right  to  legislate  for  the  island,  but  onl  j 

appreh^d«d  that  the  reservation  of  their  landed  revenue,  to* 
gttther  with  the  patronage  of  the  biahoprick,  and  other  ec- 
clesiastical benefices  of  the  island,  could  not  interfere  with 
the  interest  of  the  ^public;  and  notwithstanding  the  difficulty 
of  proponng  Iei  'proper  compensation  (which  might  expose 
them  to  the  imputation  of  making  an  unreasonable  demand 
on  the  one  hand,  and  of  not  doing  sufficient  justice  to  their 
family  on  the  other),  yet  as  the  circumstances  of  the  case 
had  made  it  necessary,  they  did  therefore  hope  that  neither 
his  Majesty,  nor  the  parliament,  would  think  the  clear  sum 
of  70,0007.  too  great  a  price  to  be  paid  them  in  full  compen- 
sation for  the  absolute  surrender  of  the  Iije,  Castle,  and  Peel 
of  Man,  and  all  rights,  jurisdictions,  and  interests,  in  and 
over  the  said  island,  and  all  its  dependencies,  holden  under 
the  several  grants  thereof,  or  any  other  title  whatsoever,  re- 
serving only  their  landed  property,  and  all  their  rights  in  and 
over  the  soil  as  Lord  of  the  Manor»  with  all  courts-baron, 
rents,  services,  and  other  incidents  to  such  courts  belonging, 
their  wastes,  commons,  and  other  lands,  inland  waters,  fishe- 
ries, and  mills,  and  all  mines,  minerals,  and  quarries,  accord- 
ing to  their  present  rights  therein,  felons'  goods,  deodands, 
waifiB,  ettrays,  and  wrecks  at  sea,  together  with  the  patro- 
nage of  the  bishoprick,  and  of  the  other  ecclesiastical  bene- 
fices of  the  island  to  which  they  were  entitled."  Vide  Sta- 
tutes at  large,  4to  Vol.  x« 

It  appears  to  me,  for  reasons  given  in  a  former  part  of  this 
work,  that  the  revenues  of  the  late  Duke,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  manerial  rights,  and  possibly  of  1,000{1  or  at  most  of 
2,O0Q2L  besides,,  arose  firom  the  smug^lii^  t*9Ai^  Postleth- 
waytesaya,  that  *«the  revenues  oftheltti^of  Athol  arise 
for  the  most  part  from  small  duties,  and  customs  paid  upon 
4 
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that  some  special  proyiaions  might  extend  to  it^ 
There  was  now  a  surplus  revenue  from  the  island, 
and  from  this  the  compensation  was  proposed  to 
be  paid. 

Sir  William  Young  said  that  the  ancestor  of 
the  Duke  of  Athol  (the  last  Earl  of  Derby)  had 
farmed  the  revenue  of  the  island  to  a  merchant 
at  Liverpool  for  1,000/.  ayear^and  the  Duke  had 
no  right  to  claim  additional  compensation  in 

goods  entered,  and  afterwards  smuggled  upon  the  coasts  of 
England,  Wales,  Ireland,  and  Scotland."  See  hisCommer* 
cial  Dictionary,  Article,  Man. 

On  the  17th  January,  1765,  a  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
brought  into  parliament  **  to  prevent  the  mischieft  arising  to 
the  revenue  and  commerce  of  Ghreat  Britain  and  Ireland^ 
from  the  illicit  and  clandestine  trade  to  and  from  the  Isle  of 
Man.'*  The  Duke  and  Duchess  petitioned  against  the  pass- 
ing of  this  bill;  and  expressed  a  fear  that  their  ancient  pri-' 
vileges,  and  their  revenues,  were  about  to  be  wrested  from 
them.  While  it  was  pending,  their  treaty  with  the  treasury 
was  concluded.  They  saw  that  the  English  government  were 
taking  every  means  in  their  power  to  check  this  illicit  traffic, 
and  justly  dreaded  a  loss  of  the  greater  part  of  their  revenue. 
Vide  Journals  of  tlie  Commons,  Vol.  30,  p.  90  and  139. 

*  ^*  The  Isle  of  Man  is  not  governed  by  our  laws,  neither 
doth  any  act  of  parliament  extend  to  it,  unless  H  be  parti- 
cularly named  therein,  and  then  an  act  of  parliament  is  bind- 
ing there.**  Vide  Blackstone,  Vol.  I.  p.  106,  who  gives 
Coke  as  his  authority,  4  Inst.  SSI*. 
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€onwquen€e  of  the  increase  of  that  revenue 
under  the  forterii^  care  of  the  British  Lc^la- 
ture,  and  from  the  influence  of  the  British  laws* 
The  nett  revenue  of  the  island  had  been  reckoned 
at  much  too  high  a  sum:  for  the  bounty  on 
herrings  amounted  to  4^000/.  a  jear^  and  this 
should  be  &st  deducted.^ 

Mr.  Windham  wished  to  record  his  senti- 
ments upon  the  subject.  The  whole  transac- 
tion appeared  to  him  what  is  vulgarly  called  a 
job.  There  was  no  compulsion  upon  the  Duke 
of  Athol  to  assent  to  the  terms  he  agreed  to  in 
1765.  It  was  said  that  if  the  Duke  had  not 
agreed  to  the  terms  proposed  he  would  have 
lost  all.  He  might  have  lost  the  greater  part  of 
his  revenue ;  but  he  would  have  retained  his  es- 
tate, his  realities,  his  honours  ;  and  these  alone 

*  This  Itatement  appears  very  erroneouSy  and  drawn  from 
I  know  not  what  document  Herrings  were  entitled  to  a 
bounty,  according  to  circumstances^  of  U,t  !«•  9^*»  or  Sf.  8^.' 
per  barreL  The  conmiissioners  appointed  in  1792,  report 
the  bounty  for  the  years  1787,  1788,  1789,  1790,  to  be 
$906/.  18t.  Sd.  making  an  average  of  976/.  14«.  7d.  per 
annum.  The  herring  trade  since  that  time  is  allowed  rather 
to  have  fidlen  oiF  than  increased.  The  same  report  states  the 
expences  of  the  island,  including  bounties,  for  the  year  1790 
to  he  397^  2s.  2d. 
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he  conceived  to  be  saleable  articles,    lllie  reve- 
nue of  a  people  is  public  property. 

Mr.  Shei^idaD  suspected  that  from  the  manner 
in  which  his  honourable  friends  opposed  this 
daim^  they  had  not  given  themselves  the  trouble 
of  reading  it.  He  thought  Che  Duke  an  injured 
man.  In  a  letter  of  the  late  Duke  to  Lord 
Mansfield,  requesting  his  advice,  he  sent  a  de- 
tailed estimate  of  the  losses  at  620,000/.* 

Mr  Wilberforce  ridiculed  the  estimate  of 
620,000/.  and  said  it  would  seem  as  if  his  Grace 
l^ad  considered  the  sovereignty  of  the  Isle  of 
Man  as  something  nearly  equivalent  to  the  crown 
of  Poland. 

'*  The  crown  of  Poland,  venal  twice  an  age. 
To  just  a  million  stints  the  modest  g^ge.** 
The  house  divided :  for  the  Duke's  petition,-95 

against  it^  38 

majority  57 

On  the  further  consideration  of  the  report  Mr. 

Pitt  moved  that  one  fourth  of  the  gross  revenues 

of  the  Isle  of  Man  be  allowed  to  the  Duke  and 

his  heirs  for  ever,    i^hich  being  estimated  at 

*  It  would  be  amusing  to  leam  how  much  of  this  sum  was 
put  down  to  the  account  of  honours. 
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IS^OOO/,  vould  yield  «v'ioMine  of  itmut  3^000/.  * 
pet  annum. 

Mr.  CtecYty  eompUtined  of  k  great  deal  \)f 
canyassbg  hj  the  friends  ef  the  {letitioner.     •  ■  : 

Mr.  Sheridan,  kindling  at  th^  expression^  said^ 
that  if  there  had  been  canyassing  on  the  side  of 
the  petitioner^  there  had  been  much  moro* 
shameful  canvassing' on  the  opposite  side.  He 
had  been  canvassed  by  both  parties^  but  in  a  very 
difierent  manner,  The  justice  of  the  cause  had 
made  him  espopse  it.  He  had  not  the  least  p^f* 
tiality  for  the  nobl^  Duke, 

After  some  opposition  this  motion  passed; 

Ayes     79 

Noes    26  t 

•  '  ■  ^- . 

M^jjority    53 

On  the  second  reading  of  tlie  bill  were, 
Ayes    60         . 
Noes     12 

Majority     38 

Sir  William  Young    previously    moVed   a4 
amendment,  that  the  Puke,  instead  of  i^eceivin^ 
one  fourth  of  the  revenyes  of  Mau^  should  19"^ 
Y 
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eekfl  tnauaUy^  out  #f  the  coBioli4ttl8dl  fbn^  tf 
sam  equal  to  one  fourth,  which  was  agcaed  to.* 

Oa  the  9d  July  the  bUl  was  readl  a  third 
time  and  paand^  Mr.  Cmwem  hating,  n  cftrj 
fftage,  exeittd  all  his  strength  agaiaat  it. 

Ajea    4S 

Ntfei    1» 

Majority    SO 

in  the  House  of  Lords  it  again  met  wMi  op^ 
position. 

Ijord  EUenborough  expressed  his  surprise  at 
the  appeal  of  the  Duke,  and  his  absolute  disap- 
probation of  the  parliamentary  proceedings.  A 
moment  before  he  is  called  upon  to  consent  Uy 
that  stage  of  the  biH,  in  which  it  is  his  duty  to 
oppose  the  principle,  if  he  thinks  it  wrong,  9 
huge  folio  volume  is  put  into  his^hands.f  so  reek- 
ing from  the  press,  thai  it  is  with  dai^r  to  his 
health  that  he  can  hold  it  to  read  it  through^ 
The  bill  contained,  and  was  founded  on  proposi-» 
tions  untrue  in  fact  and  in  law.  The  very  first 
MTas,  thai  the  former  r^ht  of  the  Duke  of  Athol 
in  the  Isle  of  Man  waa  a  so^vereignty.    It  was  a 

«  Theitateof  tkttcaseisiniiowayaltnptdbytfias 

uent. 

f  The  report  of  tht  eomniNsioaesti^ 


tk€  ime  bf  the  tiUmii  i^ 

i«d*kiip^&doinimoii;  MiiuiUv^^^tiotefdMMr 
iMd  erir  nlmfd  H  a  sottetlgiitf .  tli#  frhflte^ 
and  thfe  iligfatt  of  Hkt  Dttk*  ill  tti^  IMk  6f  Viktl 
were  bid  bf  p^tt^  i^jeiiki^y.  iTd  flife  Un 
three  timet  repeats  tkpf  f^Xnt  risst^Miott : 

«<  Iia»  d  tall  tabf^A-tiM* 
ifie  WMOd  not  fintili  &»  lettttMii  ik  iM  •#*' 
W<itd9;  buteywymaBttwibetfiMtettiidttrotlidl 
apply  ta  the  caddiiet  <tf  the  InlL  It  w&ilUMiy 
toerted  either  ibut  thtf  aioble  Dohe't  adteMst 
wu  oonpetted  to  aliMlite  hit  rightl  itt  the  U# 
of  Mao,  or  tbai'W  did  net  leceite  fUl  ecimpMU' 
tation. 

liord  Harrowby  supported  the  bill. 

The  Macquis  ef  BuckiDgfaam  rdpelled  llie  at^ 
tacka.made  agaiasi  Mr.  Gi«ttfflle>  Gfaaitddtof  ill 
1765.  He  denied  any  preclt^taacy  it!  iSbiM^EM^ 
sure,  tim  treaty  having  bcKi»  twe  years  in  Itad 
previoudy  to  its  c^nehltioii. 

Lord  Sidmoutb  oppteed  the  bill  4«  gfim 
length.  During  his  adminifttafioil  4yf  iSlOS  thd 
Duke  presented  a  rittiinarial  to  his  Migeiliyi  I4>1^idl 
vat  referred  t^  thtt  privy  dooncll.  A<lMr  «M« 
stilting  the  kiiw-officers  of  thb  erawflj  th^j^  dame 
id  the  unanimous  resolutkm  that  there  Wa»  n» 

.  ^  The  mmEiidei'  ef  tbe  Ihe  is  «  rears  il»  heaiif  and^  ly ss.*^ 
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groaod  for  concemog  the  fonner  compensAtioii 
iiiadequaie* .  Soob  after  the  ohangetif  adminif' 
tration  a  jimilar  petition  was  referred  to*  ihe 
priry  council^  and  they  came  io^  a  resolution  ex* 
actly  the  reverse  of  t&e  former. 

Lord  Mulgrave  replied,  tiiat  the  first  set  of 
l#wyenu  to  whom  tiie  claims  had  been  submitted^ 
had  said  only  that  they  saw  no  reason  to  think 
that  the  compensation  had  been  inadequate ;  but 
ffaat  the  second  set  had  positiTcIy  given  their 
opinion  that  it  was  inadequate*  He  much  la- 
mented that  such  rude  and  boisterous  language 
had  been  used  by  a  noble  Lord  early  in  the 
debate. 

*  Lord  Ellenborough  asserted  that  his  language 
uras  neither  rude  nor  boisterous^,  but  only  such  as 
the  subject  required. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  could  find  nothing  in 
the  evidence  to  show  that  the  compensation 
granted  in  1765  was  inadequate  in  1805. 

Lord  Hawkesbury  said  that  he  came  to  the 
consideration  of  the  claim  with  an  unbiassed  and 
impartial  mind,  and,  from  the  evidence  before 
the  House,  was  firmly  of  opinion  that  the  bar- 
gain had  been  forced  upon  the  Duke  and 
Puchess  of  Athol^  and  that  the  compensation, 
bad  not  been  adequate. 
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On  the  question  being  put  on  the  second  read- 
ing of  the  bill,  there  apppeared — ^Contents  35 

Non-contents  II 

Majority  S4 

On  the  third  reading  of  the  bill^  Contents  S4 

Non-contents   6 

Minority  19 

The  Inll  soon  afterwards  received  his  Migesty 's 
assent 
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CHAPTER  L 

From  tike  earlwsi  tradition  to  the  rdgn  of 
GodrcdCrovM^ 

It  sometimes  bapftf ns  tiiat,  i;f bifai  the  more  Ifto 
terfstiDg  accords  of  inddpettdeat  aod  powerlU 
nations  are  destroyed  by  tlie  eonqoests  of 
foreigners  or  by  internal  contentions^  thie  llaM^ 
iOf  smaller  and  less  important  tftales  riiMiii  utrfn- 
jured^  and  gi^e  us  earlier  views  into  bnman  Kft 
and  manners.  The  historians,  bowe? er,  of  AeM 
nearly  periods  seldom  afford  much  iaformatiM 
beyond  Hkt  name  of  the  sovereign,  and  the  erent 
of  a  battle^  wilk  sometimes  an  ac^unt  of  th* 
promulgation  of  a  code  of  laws,  or  the  e^tabKsk^ 
Oieftt  of  «  monwtery :  and  it  is  only  by  .ear eful 
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^dmptrison  of  notices  accidentally  inserted^  thai 
ve  gain  any  information  on  the  subjects  wbicb^ 
to  a  modern  reader^  are  the  most  interesting. 

The  early  history  of , Man  rests  only  on  tra*- 
dition;  and  that  tradition  is  neither  full^  nor 
always  eonsistettt  According  to  Ninnius^  this 
island  was  held  by  Biule,  a  Scot,  in  the  reign  of 
Arcadius  and  Honorius:  according  to  Sacheve- 
rel^  towards  the  end  of  the  fourth  century.  At 
the  beginning  of  the  fifth,  tradition  assigns  it  to 
Mananan  Mac  Leir,  a  magician,  who  kept  it  eur 
veloped  in  perpetual  mists  till  St.  Patrick  broke 
the  charm ;  and,  having  persuaded  or  compelled 
IVf  ac  Lier  to  relinquish  the  possession,  made 
Germapus  bishop  and  rulei'of  the  island.  He, 
t^yhi^  wi%^mj:  conduct,  and  virtuous  example, 
f^^mpl^tely  established  the  christian  religipn 
^voqg  the  people. 

.::0|>  thc^.deatb.  of  Germanus,  St.  Patrick  sent 
Q^tr  twq  Oth^  bishops,  to  govern  the  country ; 
fififipr  ivhom  St. .  Maughold  was  elected  by  the 
fipaniinoi^,  cpnpent  of  the  Manks  nation.  This 
Ijiint,  ^ad  .b^n  a  captain  of  robbers  in  Irdand, 
§9d/.  arriviDig,  .4uriog  the  administration  of  the 
iwo  preceding  bishops,  in  a  little  leathern  boat, 
l^  ly^iflg  fngQacle4  apd  bolts  on  bis  feet,  pjo- 
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tended  that  he  had  thus  exposed  himself  as  a 
);)enance  for  the  crimes  of  his  past  life;  and 
made  ttse  of  the  reputation  for  sanctity^  thus  ob- 
tained^ to  obtain  the  government  of  the  island* 
After  this^  the  administration  of  affairs  continued 
in  the  hands  of  the  bishops  till  the  coming  of  a 
king^  called  Orry :  but  whence  and  at  what  time 
he  came^  and  under  what  circumstances  he  ob- 
tained the  government,  are  events  unknovni. 

About  the  year  580,  Brennus,  nephew  to 
Aydun^  king  of  Scotland,  got  possession  of  the 
crown.  All  we  are  told  of  him  is  that,  fourteen 
years  afterwards,  he  led  an  army  io  the  assistance 
of  his  uncle,  and  obtained  a  victory  at  the  ex- 
pense of  his  life. 

On  the  death  of  Brennus  the  island  appears  to 
have  l^een  annexed  to  Scotland,  and  the  three 
sons  of  Eugenius>  the  son  of  Aydun,  Ferguard, 
Fiacre,  and  Donald  were  sent  hither  to  be  edu- 
cated under  Conan,  bishop  of  the  isle.  Accord* 
ing  to  the  Manks  tradition  they  did  great  credit 
to  their  preceptor,  for,  though  Ferguard  waa 
murdered  in  a  conspiracy,  soon  after  his  acces- 
sion to  the  throne  of  Scotland,  yet  the  second. 
Fiacre,  refused  the  crown,  and  became  an  eminent 
saint ;  and  the  thirds  Donald^  governed  with  so 
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much  prudence  and  justice  as  showed  him  to  be 
^p^eaier  ihwBk  a  saint. 

About  614  this  island  is  related  to  have  been 
Qonquered  by  Edwin^  king  of  Northuidi>erland : 
but»  bow  loi^  he  possessed  it  is  uncertain :  a 
blank  occurs^  even  in  tradition^  till  the  tenth  cen* 
tury^  when  a  second  Orry,  son  of  a  king  of 
Denmark  and  Norway^  having  conquered  the 
Orcades  and  Hebrides,  fixed  the  seat  of  his  govern* 
ment  in  the  Isle  of  Man^  where  he  reigned  long 
and  prosperously ;  and  became  the  father  of  a 
race  of  kings^  from  him  called  Orries. 

This  second  Orry  throws  a  doubt  on  the  exist* 
ence  of  a  former  king  of  that  name^  whose  hiser* 
tion  may  be  esteemed  the  work  of  some  zealous 
Manksman^  anxious  to  carry  back^  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, the  antiquities  of  his  country. 

To  Guttred,  the  son  of  Orry,  is  ascribed  the 
Iwilding  of  Castle  Rushen,  A.D.  960,  in  which 
fie  lies  obscurely  buried,  lie  is  said  to  have 
Jaboured  greatly  to  advance  the  civilization  of 
bis  people. 

R^inald,  the  third  of  the  family,  waselainby 
two  brothers  of  his  army,  whose  sister  he  had 
seduced. 

Krom  the  history  of  09«ve,  the  next  king,  it 
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jqipeari  ihnX,  siiice  ite  cooqucst  by  Orrj^  the 
id^d  had  remained  tributary  to  the  ctomn  of 
Norway :  far  this  Prince^  having  agsnmed  th# 
ofown  without  the  King  of  Norway's  content, 
was  pivily  invitad  to^  that  country ;  but,  on  land* 
^Bg,  waa  seized  and  eaecuted. 

OlaiBj  his  brotiier^  is  said  to  have  seized  on  thia 
foA  seme  other  islaods^  by  which  expression  we 
pwe  perhaps  lo  understand,  that  he  did  not  wait 
fox  the  consent  of  Norway,  but  maintained  hiui«- 
self  as  an  ind<$pei|dent  prince.  After  a  pros* 
peioM  reign  of  twenty-three  years,  he  died  of  a 
filicc  in  Ireland. 

Allen  succeeded^  a  cruel,  libidinous  man,  who 
was  poisoned  by  his  governor.  He  left  the  crown 
^  his  son  Fingal,  who  was  succeeded  by  his  son 
Goddard,  princes  of  whom  no  character  and  no 
(listory  are  given. 

According  to  the  Manks  tradition,  twelvf 
kings  reigned  successively  of  the  race  of  Orry, 
The  preceding  list  contains  only  eight;  and  it  is 
remarkable  that  the  most  celebrated  sovereign  of 
the  fanuly  should  not  have  a  certain  place. 

We  learn  froqi  Sacheverel  that  Macon  lived 

about  tb^  middle  of  the  tenth  century,  a  date 

^hich  ir^ttld  place  ^m  cither  imoiediately  before 
•  ? 
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dr  immediately  after  Outtred,  if  there  was  room 
for  him  there.  He  is  said  to  kaye  lost  his  crown 
lor  refusing  to  do  homage  to  Edgar,  Kii^  of 
England ;  hut  he  was  afterwards  restored,  and 
made  admiral  of  that  prodigious  fleet  of  four 
thousand  eight  hundred  sail,*  wi&  which,  twice 
a  year,  he  sailed  round  the  British  islands,  to 
dear  the  sea  frdm  rovers,  especially  the  Danes 
and  Normans,  wko»  at  that  tim^  sadly  infested 
the  coasts  of  Europe. 

How  long  this  great  man  reigned  is  uncertaio, 
and  likewise,  who  succeeded  him,  though  his 
name  was  probably  Syrach,  who  held  the  king- 
dom about  the  beginniqg  of  the  eleventh  cen* 
t^ry,  and  was  succeeded  by  his  son  Goddard,  a 
man  of  no  faith,  no  honour,  treacherousi,  incon* 
stant,  timorous,  and  unjust,  who  in  the  latter 
part  of  his  reign  hospitably  received  and  enter* 
tained  Godred  Croyan,  the  fnture  conqueror  of 
Man. 

The  establishment  of  this  Prince  is  related  in 
the  Manks  Chronicle,  the  first  authentic  history 
of  Man.      What  pisecedes  seems  neither  very 

*  Matthew  of  Westminster.  Hoveden  says  3600  sail ; 
Brompton  4000.  Home  considers  these  accounts  as  perfectly 
inorediUe. 
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Consistent  in  itself,  nor  to  rest  on  any  substantial 
authority,  nor  are  the  dates  easily  reconciled  witli 
each  other.  The  first  of  the  Orrys  appears  if> 
have  conquered  the  island  foi  the  crown  of  Nor- 
way ;  and  Olain  seems  to  have  enfranchised  it 
from  that  dependence.  Guttred  was  Sovereign 
m  960 :  Macon,  by  the  correspondence  of  E'ng. 
Ush  history,  in  974,  the  year  in  which  King 
Edgar  is  said  to  have  been  rowed  by  eight  kings 
on  the  Dee.  Olain  reigned  twenty-three  years : 
be  therefore  must  have  followed  Macon.  But, 
it  seems  very  improbable  that  Macon,  who  did 
homage  for  his  crown  to  England,  and  had  the 
command  of  its  prodigious  fleet,  should  have 
acknowledged  any  dependence  on  Norway.  In 
this  dilemma,  perhaps  the  best  way  is  to  follow 
the  opinion  of  Sacheverel^  and,  passing  the  eight 
first  Sovereigns  of  the  history  as  the  invention  of 
the  IVlanks,  consider  Macon  as  the  first  and  in- 
deed the  only  Sovereign  of  Man  of  whom  we 
have  any  authentic  account  previously  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Normans  under  Godred 
Crovan. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

From  the  Conquest  of  Godred  Croxan  to  tht 
rtve^tment  of  the  Island  in  the  Crown  of 
England,  in  1765* 

1066]— While  William  of  Normandy 
\\'as  making  preparations  for  the  invasion  of 
England^  he  prevailed  upon  Harold's  offended 
brother  Tosti,  in  concert  v^ith  Halfagar^  i^ing 
of  Norway^  to  assist  him  in  the  enterprize  by  a 
descent  upon  the  county  of  Northumberland^ 
Their  combined  fleets^  consisting  of  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty  sail^  entered  the  Humber;  and 
theik-  troops  were  disembarked  with  little  moles- 

*  This  cbapter,  to  the  ScoUiib  conquest,  is  written  on  ibe 
authority  of  the  Chronicon  Manise,  a  work  composed  by  ih% 
Monks  of  ttnshen  Abbey,  and  published  by  Catnden  in  his 
Britan&ia.  The  t^le  of  the  Lsitiii  is  that  unaiiy  termei 
monkish  and  very  bad  gf  the  sort*  Prepositions  are  used  for 
adverbs ;  **  et  nunquam  ultra  deversus  est  ad  eos."  It  it  a  con- 
siderable time  since  I  saw  it  in  the  original,  and  then  read  very 
little  of  it.  Being  unable  to  meet  #ith  it  in  my  present  place 
of  residence,  I  have  made  use  of  Gough's  Camden^  to  which 
likewise  I  am  indebted  for  most  pf  the  latter  part  of  this 
chapter. 
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tetton.  Under  the  King  of  Norway  commandetl 
Godred  CroTan^  son  of  Harold^  King  of  Iceland. 
The  inTaiKng  army  was  engaged  at  Stondfordr 
by  Harold,  King  of  England^  on  the  95th  of 
September  1069:  it  was  defeated  with  great 
ilati^ter^  die  two  generals  were  slain,  and  God- 
red  made  bis  escape  to  the  Isle  of  Man. 

What  time  he  remained  here  is  uncertain, 
probably  just  long  enough  to  obserre  that  the 
kingdom  was  in  a  weak  state,  or  its  King  un« 
popular;  and  to  determine  to  seat  himself  upon 
tile  throne. 

He  rstumed  in  Hie  following  year  with  a  nu^ 
AMrous  and  hostfle  army^  fuid  found  Ftngal^  the 
Ute  King  Syrach's  son^  in  possession  of  the 
kingdom. 

In  bis  first  battle  with  the  inhabitants  he  wa» 
defeated^  and  obliged  to  seek  refuge  in  his  ships ; 
and,  in  ther  second,  was  equally  unsaccessfnL 
For  fte  third  attack  he  recruited  and  enlarged! 
bisumy :  be  cast  anchor  in  Raansey  Bay ;  land-' 
ed  fafs  irOops  by  night ;  and  laid  an  ambuscade 
erf  three  hundred  men  in  a  wood,  on  the  hollow 
brow  of  the  hiH  of  Scacafel.  Early  on  the 
ensuing  morning  Godred  was  attacked  with  great 
impetuosity  by  the  inhabitants.    The  action  waa 
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bloodj,  and  neither  party  gave  way  till  the  thn^ 
Itundredmen^  riiBhing  from  their  ambush^  putth^ 
iiland^rsto  flighty  and  decided  the  fortune  of  the 
day*  The  river  Selby  being  impassable  by  the  influx 
of  the  tide^  the  fugives  were  unable  to  escape^ 
and  with  lamentable  cries  besought  the  conqueror 
to  spare  their  lives.     Moved  with  compassion  at 
the  calamitous  condition  of  the  people^  Godred 
recalled  his  pursuing  army,  and  the  next  day 
gave  his  followers  their  <;hoice^  either  to  divide 
the  lands  among  them,  or  to  plunder  the  island 
and  depart.    Soldier-like,  they  gave  the  prefer* 
ence  to  the  latter  proposition :  .but  .Godred  with 
a  few  of  his  retainers,  having  determined  to  settle 
in  the  country,  made  choice  of  that  portion  lying 
southward  of  the  mountain  ridge,  and  granted 
the  remainder  to  the  natives,  on  the  express  con** 
dition  that  they  should  consider  themselves  as 
tenants^  and  him  as  the  lord  of  the  soil.    Hence 
the  whole  island  became  the  property  of  the  . 
King :  till  the  fifteenth  or  sixteenth  century  was 
acknowledged  so  to  be :  and,  though  from  the 
year  1703  he  ceased  to  claim  any  title  to  the 
land  itself,  his  rentals  were  then  confirmed  and 
continue  to  the  present  day. 
At  this  period  Ireland  was  divided  into  petty 
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principalities;  and  nothibg  can  more  strongly 
shew  the  weakness  of  such  a  government  than 
the  awe  in  which  its  inhabitants  stood  of  the  little 
Isle  of  Man.  Dublin^  the  capital,  was  reduced 
by  Godred ;  and  a  great  part  of  the  province  of 
Leinster  submitted  to  his  arms.  His  navy  was 
so  powerful  that  he  was  able  to  oblige  the  Scots 
to  keep  theirs  within  narrow  bounds ;  and,  to 
borrow  from  the  Rushen  Monks  what  I  suppose 
is  a  metaphorical  expression,  they  durst  not, 
when  building  a  ship  or  boat,  drive  more  than 
three  nails  into  it. 

After  a  reign  of  sixteen  years  this  valiant  man 
died  in  Ila,  one  of  his  western  islands,  leaving 
tiiree  sons,  Lagman,  Harold,  and  Olave. 

The  eldest,  Lagman,  seized  upon  the  govern-*^ 
ment,  and  reigned  seven  years.  His  brother 
Harold  was  long  in  rebellion  against  him ;  but, 
being  at  last  taken  prisoner,  had  his  eyes  put  out 
and  was  otherwise  mutilated.  Lagman  after- 
wards repented  of  his  unbrotherly  conduct  to- 
wards Harold;  was  overwhelmed  with  sorrow 
and  despondency ;  renounced  his  kingdom ;  and> 
as  an  expiation  of  his  guilt,  made' a  pilgrimage 
to  Jerusalem,  where  he  died. 

I089.]---Olave  being  still  a  minor^  the  cl^ief 
Z 
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inhabitants  of  Man  dispatched  ambassadors  to 
Murecard  O'Brien^  Kingof  Irdand;  requesting 
him  tjo  sc^nd  some  diligent  man  of  royal  extrac* 
lion  to  rule  over  them  during  his  minority. 
O'Brien^  granting  their  request^  sent  Donald^  the 
son  of  Tade^  enjoining  him  to  govern  the  king* 
dom  yfiih  clemency  and  justice.  But,  as  soon  as 
he  was  seated  on  the  &rone>  he  began  to  act  the 
part. of  a  tyrant^  and  behaved  with  so  much 
cruelty  and  outrage  that  the  inhabitants^  unable 
to  endure  his  oppression,  conspired,  rose  up  ia 
arms,  and  obliged  him  to  fly  back  to  Ireland, 
whence  he  never  attempted  to  return. 

1097.]— In  the  year  1097  the  Kingof  Norway 
endeavoured  to  seize  the  sovereignty  of  the  Isle 
of  Man  and  of  the  Hebrides,  and  sent  Ingemund 
to  take  possession  of  them.  He  landed  in  Lewis^ 
and  commanded  all  the  chiefs  of  the  islands  to 
elect  him  king.  In  the  mean  time  he  and  his 
attendants  rioted  in  plunder,  feasting,  and  all 
sorts  of  debauchery,  ravishing  women  and  virgins. 
The  inhabitants,  being  enraged  against  him, 
besieged  his  house  in  the  night  time,  set  it  oa 
fire,  .and  thus  destroyed  in  the  flames  or  by  the 
sword  himself  and  his  retinue. 

1098.1— Macmarus  was  the  qejct  king  of  Mau: 
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but  who  hewas^  and  what  title  he  had  to  the 
crown,  history  does  not  inform  us.  His  election 
to  the  dignity  occasioned  civil  broils  between 
the  southern  and  northern  districts  of  the  island. 
The  inhabitants  of  the  former  were  headed  by 
the  king  whom  they  had  elected ;  those  of  the 
latter,  the  original  natives,  by  Earl  Outher. 
The  armies  met,  and  a  battle  was  fought  in  the 
parish  of  St.  Patrick.  According  to  the  Manks 
tradition  the  northern  men  had  nearly  won  the 
victory,  when  the  women  of  the  south  side  camef 
with  so  much  resolution  to  the  assistance  of  their 
husbandsHhat  they  restored  the  battle;  and,  as  a 
reward  for  their  bravery,  enjoyed  one  half  of  their 
husbands'  estate  during  their  widowhood,  wh^e 
their  northern  countrywomen  had  only  onethird.*^ 
The  Chronicon  Mannias,  however,  the  founda-* 
tion  of  this  chapter,  ascribes  the  victory  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  northern  district.  Both  the 
generals  were  slain.- 

At  this  time  Magnus,  grandson  to  Harold 
Halfagar,  was  King  of  Norway.  Havings  con- 
trary to  the  injunctions  of  his  clergy,  caused  the 
tomb  of  St.  Olave,  King  and  Martyr,  to  be 
opened,  in  order  to  know  whether  the  body 
♦  Sacheverel. 
z9 
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remained  incorrupt ;  and  having  with  his  own 
hands  and  eyes  ascertained  that  it  did  80>  he  was 
seized  with  great  fear^  and  hastily  departed.  In 
the  ensuing  night  the  offended  saint  appeared 
before  the  aflrighied  King^  and  thus  addressed 
him :  '*  Take  th  j  choice  of  these  tw6  commands : 
lose  thy  kingdom  and  thy  life  within  thirty  days ; 
or  quit  this  realm  for  ever."  Early  in  the  morn- 
ing the  King  convened  his  nobles  and  the  elders 
of  his  people ;  told  them  what  a  vision  he  had 
seen;  and  asked  their  advice  respecting  his 
future  conduct..  They  recommended  him  to 
leave  the  kingdom  with  all  possible  dispatch: 
and  pursuant  to  this  determination  he  equipped 
a  fleet  of  one  hundred  and  sixty  vessels^  and  left 
Norway  for  a  foreign  realm.  The  Orcades  were 
the  first  islands  that  felt  and  yielded  to  his  power ; 
and  the  Hebrides  quickly  followed  their  example. 
Hence  he  sailed  to  the  Isle  of  Man^  and  landed 
in  the  isle  or  parish  of  St.  Patrick^  the  very  day 
after  the  battle  between  the  northern  and  southern 
inhabitants ;  and  proceeded  to  view  the  field  of 
action  which  was  still  strewed  with  the  bodies  of 
the  slain.  The  Manks>  weakened  by  internal 
dissensions^  submitted  to  him  without  a  contest. 
Being  pleased  with  the  island,  he  determined  to 
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settle  in  \t,  and  erected  several  forts  for  its  de- 
fence. The  men  of  Gallowajr  were  so  much 
overawed  by  the  terror  of  his  name^  that  at  his 
command  they  cut*  down  timber^  and  brought  it 
in  their  own  vessels  to  the  coasts  of  Man. 

Finding  every  thing  peaceable  id  his  own 
kingdom^  he  invaded  Anglesey^  defeated  an  army^ 
-commanded  by  the  Earls  of  Chester  and  of 
Shrewsbury,  and  received  the  submission  of  the 
people.  Having  accepted  many  presents  from 
the  northern  counties  of  Wales,  he  returned  to 
Man. 

Such  were  his  lofty  behaviour  and  his  power 
that  he  sent  his  shoes  to  Murecard  O'Brien^  com^ 
manding  him  to  carry  them  on  his  shoulders 
through  the  middle  of  his  house,  on  Christmas-* 
day,  in  the  presence  of  his  messengers,  in  order 
to  signify  his  subjection  to  King  Magnus.  The 
Irish,  as  might  have  been  expected,  received  this 
command  with  the  greatest  indignation :  but 
their  King,  conscious  of  the  weakness  of  his 
nation,  replied,  that  he  would  not  only  carry^ 
but  even  eat  the  shoes,  rather  than  King  Magnus 
shoujd  destroy  one  province  of  Ireland.  So  he 
complied  with  the  order,  treated  the  messengers 
with  great  respect,  and  sent  them  bq.ck  with 
presents  for  their  master. 
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Magnus^  on  their  return^  questioned  theof  rer 
f  pectiog  Ireland^  and  beard  so  much  of  its  situa* 
tion»  of  the  beauty  of  the  country^  the  fertility 
pf  th«  soil,  and  the  salubrity  of  the  «ir«  that  he 
turned  his  thoughts  wholly  to  the  conquest  of 
that  kingdom.     He  gave  orders  for  the  preparar 
tion  of  a  large  fleets  and  in  the  mean  time  sailed 
l¥ith  sixteen  vessels  io  take  a. view  of  the  country^ 
Having  incautiously  left  the  ships^  his  party  was 
surrounded  by  the  offended  Irish^  and  himself 
with  nearly  all  his  followers  v^ere  ^lain.    Hiv 
reign  ov^r  Man  and  the  islands  lasted  six  years. 
Perhaps  England  was*  never  more  formidable  ix^ 
the  states  of  Europe^  than  was  the  Isle  of  Man 
to  its   neighbouring  and    comparatively   great 
kingdoms  in  the  reigns  of  Godred  Crovan^  and 
of  Magnus. 

During  the  usurpation  of  the  King  of 
Norway^  Olave^  the  son  of  Godred^  resided  in 
Englapd  in  the  court  of  Henry  the  First  Oq 
the  death  of  their  King  they  sent  a  deputation  to 
Oiave  to  offer  him  the  crown.  [  1 102.]  He  ascended 
the  throne  to  the  great  satisfaction  of  the  people : 
he  made  treaties  with  all  the  Kings  of  Ireland 
and  of  Scotland ;  and  enjoyed  in  profound  peace 
a  reign  of  forty  years. 
1142.] — In  the  year  1 142,  he  sent  his  son  God : 
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red  to  Norway,  to  do  homage  for  the  crown  of 
Man.  During  his  absence  the  three  sons  of 
;  Harold^  Olave's  brother,  who  had  been  educated 
at  Dublin,  came  to  Man  with  many  followers, 
particularly  such  as  had  been  banished  from  tht, 
island,  and  demanded  one  half  of  Olaye's  king* 
dom.  The  King,  willing  tb  pacify  them,  pro- 
mised to  consult  his  council  on  the- subject  The 
place  of  meeting  was  near  Ramsey  Haven.  The 
King  with  his  retinye  sat  in  due  order  on  one 
side,  while  his  nephews  with  their  followers 
placed  themselves  on  the  other.  Reginald,  one 
of  the  nephews^  being  addressed  by  the  King, 
approached  his  seat  and  appeared  to  be  going  to 
salute  him,  but,  suddenly  lifting  up  his  shinidg 
battle  axe,  cut  off  his  head  at  one  blow.  Olave 
left  one  legitimate  son,  Godred,  by  his  wift 
Africa,  daughter  of  Fergus  of  Galloway.  By 
his  concubines  he  had  Reginald,  Lagman,  and 
Harold,  besides  many  daughters,  one  of  whom, 
married  to  Somerled,  Prince  or  Duke  of  Argyle^ 
afterwards  occasioned  the  ruin  of  the  kingdom  of 
the  Isles. 

The  people  yielded  without  resistance  to  the 
picked,  but  successful  conspirators :  and  the 
three  brothers  divided  «mong  themselves  thi^ 
lands  of  Maq, 
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In  the  gaioe  year  they  collected  a  fleet,  iatehd^ 
ing  to  make  a  conquest  of  the  country  t>f  Gallo- 
way ;  but  the  natives^  o«  their  landing,  fell  upon 
the  troops  with  violence,  defeated  them  with 
great  slaughter,  and  obliged  the  remnant  of  the 
army  to  return  to  Man. 

1 143.3 — *^"^  ^^  ^'^  ^™^  Godred,  Olave's  son^ 
returned  from  Norway  and  the  usurpers  subr 
mitted  to  his  authority  without  hazarding  a 
battle.  One  of  them^  in  ijl  probability  the  im-r 
mediate  murderer  of  his  father,  he  put  to  death, 
and  punished  the  other  two  with  the  loss  of  their 
eyes, 

In  the  third  year  of  his  reign  he  was  created^ 
at  the  request  of  its  inhabitants.  King  of  Dublin, 
*Murecard  O'Brien^  having  made  war  against 
him,  sent  to  Dublin  an  army  of  three  thousand 
horse,  which  was  routed  by  the  Dublinians  with 
Godred  at  their  head. 

The  King,  on  his  return  to  Man  after  this  eur 
gagement,  began  to  act  in  a  despotic  manner^ 
depriving  some  of  his  nobles  of  their  property. 
One  of  them,  Thorfin,  the  son  of  Oter,  mightier 
than  the  rest,  went  over  to  Sumerled  in  Scotland^ 
aiid  having  reduced  to  his  subjection  many  of 
the  islands,  proclaimed  his  son  Dugball  their 
|iing.    Godred,  hearing  of  these  things^  fitted 
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out  a  considerable  navy^  and  sailed  against 
Sumerled  vfho  was  advancing  with  eighty  sail  of 
ships.  [1156.] — ^The  fleets  met  on  the  night 
preceding  the  feast  of  Epiphany^  and  fought 
a  dreadful  and  indecisive  battle.  On  the  fol* 
lowing  morning,  the  commanders  made  a  treaty^ 
agreeing  to  divide  between  them  the  kingdom  of 
the  isles.  [1158.] — ^The  peace  was  of  short 
duration;  for^  two  years  afterwards^  Sumerled 
sailed  to  the  Isle  of  Man  with  fifty-three  ships ; 
defeated  Godred  who  fled  to  Norway  for  assist- 
ance ;  and  laid  waste  the  country. 

1 164.] — It  appears  that  Somerled  reigned  over 
Man  six  years^  at  the  expiration  of  which  period^ 
having  collected  a  large  fleets  he  invaded  ScoU 
)and>  intending  to  conquer  the  whole  of  that 
kingdom.  His  troops  were  landed  at  Renfrew ; 
^ere  vanquished  in  the  first  engagement;  and 
himself  apd  his  son  were  slain  in  the  field  of 
battle^ 

In  the  same  year  Reginald^  natural  son  of 
Olave^  having  raised  a  party  in  his  favour^  fought^ 
$nd  dpfeated  by  treachery^  an  s^rmy  of  the  people 
of  Man. 

Four  days  after  the  commencement  of   his 
^eign^  Godred  arrived  from  Norway  with  a  great 
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army ;  attacked  and  took  prisoner  Rc^qald^  put 
out  hiseyes^  and  treated  him  with  other  marks  of 
severity. 
/  1 176.]— In  the  year  1 176  we  first  hear  of  the 

Pope's  influence  in  Man.  He  sent  over  from 
Ireland  his  legate  Yiyian^  who  obliged  Godred 
to  be  re-married^  according  to  the  form  of  the 
Romish  churchy  to  his  wife  Phingola^  grand- 
daughter \o  Murecard  O'Brien^  her  s^n  Olaye 
being  at  that  time  three  years  old. 

1 187.] — ^Godred  died  in  the  month  of  Novem- 
ber of  the  year  1187^  leaving  one  legitimata 
child^  Olave,  ten  years  old^  whom  he  had  made 
his  heir^  and  two  natural  sons^  Reginald  and  * 
Yvar.  In  the  summer  of  the  following  year^^. 
his  body  was  conveyed  for  interment  to  the  Isle 
of  lona. 

On  account  of  Olave's  youths  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Isle  of  Man  sent  to  the  Isles  (or  Hebrides) 
for  Reginald^  and  made  him  their  King. 

1 192.] — In  the  year  1 192  a  battle  was  fought 
in  the  Isles  between  Reginald  and  Engus^  one  of 
the  sons  of  Somerled>  in  which  the  latter  gained 
the  victory. 

1203.] — John  Curcy  had  conquered  the  pro-t 
vince  of  Ulster^  and  niarried  Africa^  Reginalds 
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pister.  In  1203  Hugh  Lacy  attacked  Ulster  with 
a  large  army^  made  John  Gurey  prisoner^  and 
conquered  the  whole  proviuce.  John^  being 
afterwards  set  at  liberty^  besought  and  obtained 
the  assistance  of  Reginald-in  r^aining  his  land. 
They  sailed  to  Strangford  bay  with  one  hundred 
•hips^  and  laid  9iege  to  Rath  castle ;  but  being 
in  their  first  engagement  obliged  to  retreat  to 
their  ships>  never  attempted  to  return. 

1210.]— John  of  England  sent  to  the  Isle  of 

Man  an  Earl^  named  Fulco^  Reginald  being  as 

lisyal  absent  in  the  Isles^  who,  having  laid  waste 

the  country  and  plundered  the  people^  returned. 

When  Olave  came  to  man's  estate^  his  brother 

Ranald  gave  to  him  the  Isle  of  Lewis^  one  of 

fhe  largest  of  the  Hebrides,  but  mountainous  and 

]>arren,  with  few  people,  and  these  gaining  their 

livelihood,  by  hunting  and  fishing.    Olave  took 

possession  Qf  the  island,  and  for  some  time  lived 

there  in  a  mean  condition :  but  being  unable  to 

maintain  his  army,  he  went  boldly  to  Reginal4 

^d thus  addressed  him :   [1217.] — ''My  Brother 

and  my  Sovereign  !   you  well  know  that  the 

kingdom  which  you  possess  was  mine  by  right  of 

inheritance ;  but  since.  God  hath  made  you  its 

King,  I  will  not  «nvy  either  your  good  fortune 
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or  your  crown.    I  onlj  b^  of  you  so  much  land 
in  these  isles  as  may  maintain  me  honourably ;  for 
upon    Lewis  I    cannot  live."      Reginald^    in 
reply^  told  his  brother  that  he  would  take  the 
opinion  of  his  council  upon  the  request.     The 
day  following  when  Olave,  by  the  King's  order^ 
came  into  his  presence^  he  was  apprehended  and 
carried  to  William^  King  of  Scotland^  to  be  im- 
prisoned in  that  kingdom.     There  he  was  con- 
fined for  nearly  seven  years^  at  the  end  of  which 
time  William  died^  having  directed  that  on  his 
death  all  prisoners  should  be  enlarged.     Olave^ 
being  thus  at  liberty^  went  to  Man^    and  left 
that  island  on  a  pilgrimage.  On  his  return^  Regi- 
nald gave  him  Lewis  again^  and  made  him  marry 
Lavon^  a  sister  of  his  own  wife.     Very  shortly 
afterwards  the  bishop  of  the  hies  called  a  synod 
and  divorced  Olaye  from  Lavon^  because  she  was 
a  cousin-german  of  his  former  wife.       Olave 
then  married  Christina^  daughter  of  the  Earl  of 
Ross;  which  conduct  so  much  offended  Regi- 
nald's wife,  that  she  sent  a  message,  in  her  hus- 
band's name^  to  her  son  Godred^  who  resided  in 
the  Isle  of  Sky^  commanding  him  to  kill  Olave. 
While  Godred  was  contriving  to  execute  this 
order^  Olave  being  informed  of  Godred's  design^ 
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escaped  in  a  little  boat  to  his  new  father-in-law^ 
leaving  hi^  enemy  to  lay  waste  the  island.  At 
this  time  Pol,  a  powerful  man  in  Sky^  and  dis- 
affected towards  Godred,  came  over  to  the  Earl 
of  Ross,  and  lived  with  Olave  at  his  house. 
They  entered  into  a  league,  and  learning  by 
their  spies  that  Godred  lay  in  lona  in  a  very 
careless  and  defenceless  state,  they  collected  tlieir 
friends  and  sailed  with  five  ships  to  that  island^ 
where  they  landed  early  rn  the  morning.  God- 
red  was  in  great  consternation  when  he  saw  him- 
self surrounded  by  armed  men ;  but  made  a  reso- 
lute though  unsuccessful  re^stance.  Being  taken 
prisoner  he  had  his  eyes  put  out  and  was  castrat- 
ed by  the  order  of  Pol.  [1223]— Olave  having 
received  hostages  fipora  the  nobles  of  the  Isles, 
set  sail  for  Man,  and  arrived  at  Derby-haven. 
Reginald,  deeming  it  imprudent  to  risk  a  battle, 
agreed  to  grant  to  Olave  one  half  of  the  Isles. 

The  next  year,  Reginald  in  conjunction  with 
Allan,  Lord  of  Galloway,  a  powerful  Scot, 
sailed  to  the  Isles,  intending  to  dispossess  their 
new  Sovereign :  but  the  army,  consisting  chiefly 
of  Manksmen,  and  having  a  partiality  for  Olave, 
refused  to  fight  against  him,  and  obliged  their 
commander  to  return  home. 
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Reginald,  who  did  homage  to  the  King  of 
England,  obtained  from  the  inhabitant*  of  Man 
one  hundred  marks  to  pay  the  expense  of  a 
journey  to  his  court.  It  was  soon  discovered 
that  the  proposed  journey  was  nothing  but  a  pre- 
text; for  Reginald  proceeded  immediately  to 
Allan's  court,  and  during  his  stay  in  Galloway 
married  his  daughter.  The  Manks,  indignant  at 
these  proceedings,  sent  for  Olave,  and  made  him 
King.  [1226.]— Thus  Reginald  lost  his  crown 
after  a  reign  of  thirty-eight  years. 

1228.] — ^In  the  second  year  after  his  accession, 
Olave,  with  all  the  nobility,  and  many  of  the 
inhabitants  of  Man,  sailed  over  to  the  Isles. 
Reginald,  in  order  to  bring  religion  to  his  aid, 
had  made  a  surrender  of  his  lost  kingdom  to  the 
see  of  Rome  ;  a  copy  of  which  act  is  still  extant. 
He  prevailed  upon  Allan,  and  Thomas,  iSarl  of 
Athol,  to  seize  with  him  the  opportunity  of 
Olave's  absence  to  make  a  descent  upon  the  Isle 
of  Man.  They  wasted  all  the  southern  part  of 
it,  spoiled  the  churches,  and  put  to  death  so 
many  of  the  inhabitants  that  the  whole  country 
was  a  scene  of  desolation.  Having  thus  gratified 
their  revenge,  the  invaders  returned  to  Galloway, 
leaving  bailiffs  to  collect  tribute  from  the  people: 
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but  King  Olave,  coming  if  pon  these  men  unex- 
pectedly^ put  them  to  flight  and  recovered  hig 
kingdotn^ 

In  the  ensuing  wihter  Reginald  came  to  the 
I^e  of  Man  in  the  dead  of  the  nighty  and  burned 
all  the  ships  in  PeeMiarbour.  Thence  be  pro*- 
ceeded  to  Derby-hayen  where  he  remained  forty 
days^  soliciting  peace  of  his  brother^  and  endika^ 
Touring  to  gain  the  affections  of  the  inhabitants. 
So  far  he  obtained  his  purpose  that  the  southern 
men  swore  to  assist  him  with  their  lives  in  reco* 
vering  half  of  the  kingdom.  The  northern  nien 
adhered  to  Olave;  and  on  the  14th  Februaryj 
1223^  the  two  brothers  came  to  an  engagement^ 
near  the  Tinwald  hill,  which  terminated  in  the 
victory  of  Olave^  and  the  death  of  Reginald. 

Reginald  appears  to  have  been  a  man  of  am- 
bition and  of  abilities^  but  destitute  of  virtue^ 
treacherous^  unjust/  and  cruel ;  always  ready  to> 
gain  an  end  by  any  means.  During  the  latter 
part  of  his  reign  the  inhabitants  lived  in  that 
miserable  and  unsettled  state  necessarily  attend- 
ant upon  a  dread  of  their  own  tyrant^  and  con- 
stant apprehension  of  a  foreign  foe. 

1230.]-— Olave  went  to  Norway  to  do  homage 
to  Hac«  for  his  crown^  and  on  his  return^  was 
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accompanied  by  that  king,  Godrcd  Don,  the  son 
of  Reginald,  and  many  Norwegians.  Haco,  in 
attacking  a  castle  in  the  Isle  of  Bute,  was  killed 
by  a  stone,  and  buried  in  lona.  Olave  and 
Godred  Don  divided  the  Isles  between  them ;  the 
former  retaining  posssession  of  Man:  but  the 
latter  being  slain  soon  afterwards  in  Lewis, 
Olave  became  sole  king. 

1234.]— Henry  the  Third  of  England  granted 
to  him  a  certain  annuity  in  silver  coin  and  wine 
for  defending  the  sea  coast.* 

After  the  enjoyment  of  a  peaceful  reign  he 
died  in  St.  Patrick's  Isle,  and  was  buried  in 
Rushen  Abbey. 

1237.]— Harold,  at  fourteen  years  of  age,  suc- 
ceeded to  his  father's  crown. 

In  the  first  year  of  his  reign  he  went  to  the 
Isles,  making  Loglen,  his  kinsman.  Governor  of 
Man :  but  in  the  spring  following  returned. 

1238.]-^Having  refused  to  appear  at  the  court 

of  the  king  of  Norway,  the  Isle  of  Man  was 

• 
•  «  No.  8.  Anno  19  H.  8. 1234.  Pro  Olavo,  rege  Man- 
niae,  de  cuitodia  costeraniin  maris,  ac  ejus  foedo.  Notatu 
dig^imiB.  5. 1."  Minutes  of  CounciL  See  Breeds  Cursory 
Sketch  of  the  Reign  of  Edward  the  Third,  taken  wholly  from 
ancient  manu3cript8  in  the  British  Museum  and  elseidiere, 
1791*  vol.  1.  p.  379. 
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inT aded  by  a  Norw^an  army;  under  Gospatrick 
and  GiUchridt  who  concerted  the  tributes  of  the 
eountry  to  flie  service  of  their  own  Inng^; 
£l239.]^^HaroId  being  induced  to  submit^  sailed 
oyer  to  the  king  of  Norway^  did  him  his  accuK 
tomed  homage^  and  was  confirmed  in  the  pos* ' 
Session  of  all  the  islands  ^hich  his  predecessorv 
had  enjoyed; 

lS4S.3-'^-On  his  returii  home,  he  made  peicii 
with  the  kings  of  England  and  of  Scotland/ 
{^1347.3-^He  paid  a  visit  to  the  former;  was 
knighted  by  him^  and  received  many  tokens  of 
his  favour ; 

Soon  afterwards  the  king  of  Norway  offered 
him  his  daiughter  in  marriage,  and  Harold  sailed 
accordingly  to  that  kingdom;  The  newly  mar« 
ried  couple  enjoyed  for  a  very  short  time  their 
expected  happinesi ;  for;  during  their  voyage 
homevirard  a  Sudden  storm  unfortunately  arose : 
the  ship  on  which  they  were  ab<]rard  was  wrecked; 
itnd  the  whole  crew  perished: 

lS49:]-^Harold'd  brother  Reginald  was  the 
tiext  king  of  Man :  but  a  few  days  after  his  ac« 
ces^n  to  the  throne>  he  was  slain  by  Ytar^  »h 
knight>  in  a  meadow  in  the  southern  district. 

It  is  said^  (but  not  in  the  Chronicon  Mannltf) 
«  A 


•14  From  the  C^igueit  of  Godred  Crwan, 

iliat  tlie  king  and  Yrar  wefe  eMunaured  af  &e 
game  damsel;  diattbeladjcetwoadllieaffectuMia 
q{  Yyar ;  kut  that  Reginald  carried  her  away  by 
force.  Hence  Ranald  paid  for  his  iiijustice 
with  his  blaod^  and  the  two  lovers  made  their 
eseepe  to  Ireland. 

Harold^  t|ie  son  of  Godnd  Don^  now  assumed 
the  title  of  king^  and  banished  manj  of  die  chief 
IniMibilaats :  [i2503-'-^ut,  having  received  and 
obejed  an  order  to  go  to  Norway^  he  was  im* 
prisoned  by  the  king  of  thai  nation  for  his  uur* 
pation  of  the  goverameat. 

1S52.] — Magnus,  the  son  of  Olave  was  the 
next  lung  of  Man  and  the  Isles,  under  the  sane- 
tion  of  the  Norwegian  monarch.  [1956.} — On 
a  visit  to  the  English  Court  he  was  knighted  by 
the  king.  [lf65.]^He  died  at  Rushen  castle 
in  1S65,  and  was  there  buried. 

lS66.]-<-Magnus,  king  of  Norway,  findidif 
himself  unable  te  retain  the  sovereignty  of  the 
western  isles,  agreed  to  surrender  them  to  h]exr 
ander  the  third,  king  of  Scotland^  on  rec^ving 
£rom  him  four  thousand  marks  of  silver  imme- 
diately, and  one  hoodred  marks  a  year  in  futura. 

Not  long  afierwarda  Alexander  redueadth^ 
Isle  of  Man,  and  made  this  treaty  with  Ri^^us,; 
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tt  man  whom  he  had  afrpiomted  ling  oyer  it: 
that  Alexander  should  defend  the  cotintrf  from 
atl  foreign  enemied^  and  that  Regnliid  should  fur- 
nish ^cotland^  when  required^  with  ten  ships. 

1304.} — John  Waldebeof,  a  grea^-gritndson  oi 
king  Reginald^  thinking  himself  entitled  to  the 
isle  of  Man^  preferred  his  claim  before  Edward 
the  First  of  England^  as  lord-paramount  over  the 
king  of  Scotland.  But  he  received  no  other 
answer  than  &at  ho  might  prosecute  his  claim 
b^ore  the  justices  of  the  king's  bench,  and  have 
j^btice  done  him. 

What  Waldebeof  could  not  eflfect  by  right, 
William  de  Montacute,  another  descendant  of 
Reginald,  accomplished  bj  arms.  With  a  body 
of  English  troops,  hastily  collected,  he  drove  all 
the  Scots  out  of  the  island:  but  having  con- 
tracted a  considerable  debt  for  this  war,  and 
befng  un|Ed)le  to  dischforge  it,  he  mortgaged  the 
idUnd  and  its  revenues  for  seven  years  to  Anthony 
Bee,  bishop  of  Durham  and  patriarch  of  Jem* 
salem,  to  whom  the  king  afterwards  gave  it  for 
life. 

1307.]— King  Edward  the  Secdild  bestowed 
this  isfatnd  upon  Piers  Gaveston,  when  he  created 
him  Earl  of  Comveall :  and,  on  his  deaths  upon 

J8a2 
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Henry  Beaumont^  '^  with  all  the  demesnes  and 
royal  jurisdiction/'  ... 

The  Scots,  under  Robert  Bruce^  afterwards  re- 
covered it,  and  retained  it  in  their  possession  till 
the  year  1340,  when  William  de  Mohtacute,  the 
younger,  earl  of  Salisbury,  under  the  sanction  of 
Edward  the  Third  wrested  it  from  that  nation, 
and  according  to  Walshingham,  sold  it  to  Wil- 
liam Scroop.  This  nobleman  being  executed  for 
high  treason,  and  his  estates  being  confiscated, 
the  Isle  of  Man  rererted  to  the  crown  of  Eng« 
land,  and  was  granted  by  Henry  the  Fourth  t# 
Henry  Percy,  earl  of  Northumberland,  on  con«- 
dition  that  he  and  his  posterity,  at  the  corona- 
tion  of  the  kings  of  England,  should  bear  the 
sword,  worn  by  that  monarch  on  his  return  firom 
France  in  1399. 

1403.] — Henry  Percy  was  attainted  four  years 
afterwards,  and  though  subsequently  restored  in 
blood,  and  to  his  estates  iii  England,  the  Isle  of 
Man  was  permanently  forfeited,  and  given,  witb 
the  patronage  of  the  Bishopric  and  all  other  ee* 
clesiastical  benefices,  to  William  Stanley  and  hit 
heirs,  afterwards  earl  of  Derby,  to  be  held  by 
liege  homage,  and  the  service  of  rendering  to 
the  English  monarchs  two  falcons  on  their  co* 
.conation.  1 
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If  at  this  time  the  dependence  of  the  Manks 
nation  was  confirmed^  the  inhabitants  became 
more  seoure  in  their  possessions  and  less  appre- 
hensive of  contending  factions  at  home^  or  ene- 
mies abroad. 

The  royltlties  and  revenues  of  Man  descended 
regularly^  and  without  molestation^  from  ancestor 
to  heir  till  the  time  of  William^  the  sixth  earl  of 
Derby^  against  whose  title  some  objections  were 
started  and  legally  remoTcd.  To  put  the  matter 
beyond  all  doubts  William  obtained  from  James  I. 
a  new  grant  of  the  Isle  of  Man  which  was  con- 
firmed by  act  of  parliament. 

This  island  was  one  of  the  last  places  which 
yielded  to  the  authority  of  Cromwell.    General 
Ireton  proposed  to  James,  earl  of  Derby>  on  the 
part  of  the  parliament,  the  repossession  of  his 
estates  in  England  provided  he  would  surrender 
the  Isle  of  Man:  but  this  proposal  the  earl 
treated  with  the  greatest  indignation,  and  de- 
clared his  determination  to  hang  any  future  mes* 
senger  from  that  quarter,     The  earl,  being  taken 
prisoner  in  England^  was  executed  at  Bolton> 
October  15,  1651,  and  the  4^fence  of  the  Isle  of 
Man  was  undertaken  by  his  lady.    The  countess 
po9S^ed  enthusiasm  equal  to  her  husband's^  and 
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determined  to  defend  Castle  Rushen,  to  inrhich 
Ae  had  retired^  to  the  last  extremity  :  but  Chris- 
tian^ in  i^vhom  she  confided^  and  who  had  the 
command  of  the  Manks  forces^  deeming  her^  f, 
hopeless  cause^  capitulated  to  Colonels  Birch 
and  Duc^enfidd,  who  with  ten  armed  yessels^  had 
invaded  the  island.  The  Isle  of  Man  was 
granted  by  the  parliament  to  lord  Fairfax ;  but 
on  the  acce8sip^  of  Charles  the  Second  was  re* 
stored  to  the  earl  of  Derbjj  son  of  him  who  had 
been  beheaded.  Christian  was  found  guilty  of 
treason^  and  executed  in  Man. 

In  this  family  it  continued  till  1735^  a|  whicij 
tune  Jame8>  earl  of  Derby,  died  without  issue, 
and  the  inh^itance  devolved  upon  Japes,  seconil 
duke  of  Ath9l  i^bo  was  descended  from  Ladyi 
Amelia  Sophia,  the  youngest  dau^^hter  of  tl^e^ 
seventh  earl  of  Derby. 

John,  the  last  oi  this  fiunily  who  enjoyed  the 
royalties  of  Man,  inherited  by  descent  the  duke- 
dom of  Athol ;  and  obtained  by  his  marriage 
with  the  daughter  of  the  Ute  duke  the  kingdon* 
of  Man.  ' 

This  duke  and  his  duchess,  as  we  have  already 
seen,  sold  to  the  king  of  England,  in  1765,  th« 
regalities  and  revenues  of  Man, 
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After  w«ald  read  perhaps. 

i^  fh>Bi  fisad  at. 
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THE  ISLE  OF  MAN. 


THE  -       . 

I  INTRODUCTION. 

JL  HIS  island  appears  but  little,  or  but  daxkly  known,  to 
the  ancients ;  and  amongst,  all  our  modern  historians  and 
geographers  there  is.  not  one. has  given. any  tolerable  ac- 
count of  it  before  Mr..  James  Challoner^. Governor. for  tiie 
Lord  FfldrfaXy  and  the  great  and  .learned  Mr.  Blundell,  of 
Crosby,  who  prudently  retired  thither  during  the  time  of 
the  usurpation,  whereby  he  preserved  his  person  in  peace- 
and .  security,  and  his  estate  from .  all  manner  of  depre- 
dation. This  gentleman  being  a  person  of  polite  learnings 
employed  his  leisure,  hours  in  collecting  the  History  and 
Antiquities  of  the  Isle  of  Man;  and  by  his  ^manuscripts^ 
vffaich  I  have. seen,  gave  posterity  the  clearest  and  most 
correct  account  thereof. 

'  But  as : to  : the;  rest  of  our  English. historians^  few  of 
tlwm, .  oipaciaUy  the;  andents,  so  much  as  men^tion  it. 
Mr.  Cambdeu  indeed,  is  the  first  tliat  gives  us  any  light  or, 
insight  into  it ;  after  him  the  great  Lord  Cook  and  Doctor 
Heyliti ;  but  they  all  abound  with  so  many  errors  .and  mis-^ 
takes,  that  it  is  very  unsafe  and  uncertain  adhering  to  any 
of  them. 

Having  said  thb,  give  me  leave  to  observe  whatnatucal 
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misfortunes  this  country  is  said  to  labour  under,  wbich  I 
am  informed,  and  apprehend'  from  some  of  it«  natives,  i« 
frequent  penury,  and  want  of  many  necessaries  of  Ufe, 
occasioned  by  a  thin. unfertile  soil,  ref^niring  more  experi- 
elice,  labour,  and  manure,  than  the  inhabitants  in  general 
are  qualified  to  bestow  upon  it ;  for  though  there  are  few 
here  that  can  be  properly  said  to  be  rich,  so  jieither  are 
there  many  c^an  be  esteemed  miserably  poor.  But  were  they 
so  happy  as  to  have  the  encouragement  of  some  mannfac- 
tures,  and  a  more  extensive  trade  of  their  own  product, 
the  country  would  not  only  be  improved,  but  grow  rich, 
and  able  to  supply  themselves  by  their  own  labour  and 
product. 

It  is  true  they  want  many  necessaries  for  the  comrnoa 
service  of  life,  as  timber,  salt,  wrought  iron,  and  coalSn 
ftc.  But  with  all  th^e  they  might  be  easily  stip^M  bf 
the  countries  round  them,  had  they  equal  prodiiel*  to  give 
in  exchange,  or  indeed  were  there  a  herring  fiihety  ai^ 
dertain  a<id  pientiful  as  formerly,  it  would  vspply  &U  thoo* 
wants,  a^d  to  spare.  Bat  as  blessing*  of  this  natnre  v«ry 
mnch  depend'  upon  proper  sensons  and  the  bowity  oi  hea- 
ven, they  mnst  pray  for  the  one,  and  patiently  wait  fisr  Ihni 
other ;  and  with  thankful  hearts  and  tirtwoas  Hvea  emlevvi 
ta  merit  those  ihvours. 

As  I  hav«  given  you  the  f^omoKMi,  «r  ratlMr 
tal  wants  and  misfortunes  ctf  this  little  part  "Of  the  globv^ 
I  cannot  but  in  jirstice  show  the  blessings  and  advanlagen 
it  enjoys  beyond  all  the  nations  Iround  mhontit. 

The  first  whereof  is  a  perfect  wsaninity  in  iwttevt  oi- 
rcligtMi,  stricMy  conformahle  to  the  doeiriae  aaid  disdplhie 
of  Iho  ohnroh  ef  Bngland  by  law^  eftabttshed. 

The  next  after  this  is  the  veetliu4e  and  goodnenft«if  their 
hMs,  «o  wisely  farmed,  and  so  sidmnrably  adapiffltil  tfanb 
aonfsfittttion,  tliat  the  great  Lord  Gotke  saith,  ^' that  the 
Isle  of  Man  hath  such  laws  as  are  not  to  be  found  is  amy 
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"  fivtry  nan  there  pknde  hie  own  cause,,  without  council 
^r  attorney^  or  any  person  who  gains.by  ^neo«raging  strife. 
All  chancery  business  is  ended  in  Jkweh^  or  foufteen 
wieeksy  to  int*  Foihr  eontt  days,  matters  of  oommoa  law 
are  sooBettdng  moffe  dilatory  hy  jpeason  court  days  come 
hot  twiee  a  year  ^  but  the  ease  of  the  goTerament,  and 
every  maa^B  interest,  draws  all  suits  and.eontravetsies  to 
an  speedy  aeonelusion  as  can  possibly  becoatrived. 

'Khtteis  in  this  little  world,  besides  this  happiness,  an 
wftivetaal  plenty  ^and  cheapiicss  iu  all  seasonable  times, 
wlMsh  aoakea  it  the.  resort  of  many  ipeople  in  distress  and 
loir  lifii»  .  Their  own  ale  has  been  long  esteemed  of  equal 
goodness  to  any  of  its  neigUiours ;  their  importations  by 
Ihsmsi'lTea  or  strangers,  of  srine,.  brandy^  rum^  ?^rgar, 
firuit,.  leaspns,  silks,  iiclbvets,  jeeffee,  .tea,  and  china  ware, 
aee  Tsry  iaioge.  And  could  they  be  uoce  f aroured  with  the 
axp^rtofistt  of  them  ta  their  neighbooring  nation^  upon  at 
jttst4ttiy,  and  proper  and  well.regulated  oonditioas,  Eng* 
hmd  and  its  neighhemring.fcieads  would,  in  the  opiniotto 
wf  eupmsncad  persons,  be  better  supplied,  and  with  less 
haaard  to  our  manufaotunss,  and  more  advantage  of  hia 
mvesly^s  voyeuae. 

JSutihe  that  aa  it  wffl,  as  God  :has  heeu  pleased  to  gifw 
them  i^aty,  he  hadi  also  giren  them  hearts  to  enjoy  it. 
T>he  people  are  uaturaDy  of  a  cheerful,  sociable,  and  de- 
banair  tsmpar,  much  inclined  to  music  and  freedom- among^ 
themselYus,  very  loring,  but  a  little  oholerio.  They  wero 
fisrmerly  reputed  courageous,  and'emineiit  &r  aiany  excel* 
IsnimttHary  eommaoders,  as  will  appear  move  €ally  from 
the  history,  as  likewise  thereqieet  their  kings  had  among* 
foreign  princes,  of  which  Macon  (not  to  mention  more) 
waa.a  most  remarkable  instanoe. 

(But  above  aH,  they  have  beea  fansous  fqr  their  hoapi^ 
taUty  to  straagerSf  as  great  numbers  of  English  in  the  late 
civil  .wasn^«tod  many  thousand  of  Irish  Protestants,  in- these 
lata.devaatatian.s.of  t^nttl^inj^dam,  hi  1688,  can  witness. 
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.  Nor  were  they  kss  fiuBoiis  in  forif  ages  for  ebehemif 
distveseed  priaoes,  of  whioli  I  frill  TesUiDe  to  gtTe.my 
reader  one  ineCanee. 

'  EngenittB,  when  prmce  of  Seotknd,  took  sanetaary  in 
the  iilaad  fornine  years,  and  was  afterwards  mcalled  by 
the.nobtlity  and  people,  and  orowned  King  of  Seotland: 
to  omit  Ederiasy  and  Corbred,  simamed  Geld,  frein  hie 
travelling  and  learning,  who  were  educated  in  this  island^ 
eren  before  Christianity ;  for  it  is  not  improbable  these 
prinoes  might  choose  the  Isle  of  Man  fop  their  retreat,  be- 
eause  it  .was  then  and  many  ages  after  aoceionted  the  ettly 
seat  of.  kaming  under  the  Druids,  nor  was  it  leks  reniailL- 
able  under  their  first  pious  bisii^. 
,  Hector  Boetias  says,  Man  was  the  fountain  .of  aU  honest 
leasnitng  and  erudition ;  others  of  the  Seotoh.natiea^tell  it 
was. the  mansion  of  the  muses,  mid  Uie  royal  academy  for 
educating  this  .heirs  apparent  to.the'en>wn  iof  Scotland,-  as 
Erttgenins  the  Third  himself,  who  likewise  sent  three  of  hia. 
sons,  to  wit,  Fergnard,  Fiacre,  and  Donald,  into  the  isle 
of  Man,'  to  be  educated  under  Couranus,  whom  they  write 
Bishop  of  Sodor;  two  of  which  sons,  Fergnand  andDo^ 
nald,  were  successiTcly  Kings  of  Scotland,  ae.both  Heetan 
Beistius.'and  Hidlinsbead  can  witness  ;*  who. Uk^vise  in^ 
form. us,  that  even  before  .ihis  Couranus,'  (by  Doctor  Hey- 
lin  .writ;Goran,}  ordered  that  the  three  amis  at  his  brothier 
Cf>nge),  to  wit,  Bugenius  the  Seoend,  CougatM  the  Thirds 
and  KiMtcUus  the  First,  sbeuM  be  broi^h*  up  in.the  Isle 
of  MflbO,  says.  Boetitts,  under  the  goYemment  of  ewtaiii 
ifisMructors  and  sdiostaiaiteffs,  to.  b*  trained  up  in  leaniing 
and  .^artaioes  discipline,  aoeording  io.an  aaoient  ordinanoe 
thepetof  ansde  and  icoacted.  So  celebiraled .  waa .  the  diam-. 
plineof  those  ages,  that  itseeess  to  hoTo  paasedintUcA 
law,  Mukt' the  princes  of  Scotlaiid  should  be  educated  in 
this  isUmd. 

HavAQg  thus  for  shown  .wherein  the  aneiant  bonmur  af 
this  islsnd  consisted,  I  think  it  proper  my  reader  shoiM. 
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know  tliat  it  had  fbrmeriy  an  order  of  BoUlity,  for  I  find 
fcoCh  eark  and  Yiacounts  mentioned,  but  espeoially  barons, 
who  I  conceive  were  the  governors  of  the  out  Isles.'  In 
those  days  the  Comes  were  the  first  magistrate  in  the 
country,-  and  the  Vice  Comes  his  substitute  ;  hot  of  latter 
ages  they  have  been  appropriated  as  marks  of  honour  t* 
particnlar  families.  t 

There  mere  likewise  formerly  several  ecclesiastical  ba- 
yous in  this  isle,  as  the  Abbot  of  Rushen^  and  the  Abbot 
of  Fnmess,  and  the  Bishop  of  Man,  who  still  retains  that 
honourable  litle,  and  in  regard  thereof  is  to  hold  the  lord's 
stirmp,  when  he  mounts  his  steed,  at  the  Tinwald. 

But  because  those  pious  foundations  lie  buried  in  their 
own  ruins,  I  shall  crown  my  work  with  what  is  esteemed 
the  greatest  glory  this  world  >  affords,  viz.  That  it  was  a 
kingdom,  if,  you  wiU  take  the  words  of  my  Lord  Cook : 
The  ancient  and  absolute  kingdom  of  Man,  in  Calvin's 
Case,  lib.  7,  Chap.  31.  Though  since  it  fell  under  the 
homage  of  the  crown  of  England,  it  was  never  granted 
but  by  the  title  of  the  Island  and  Lordship  of  Man,  except 
icr  Sato  J6hD^taiiley,'who  is  styled  King  and  Lord  of  Man, 
ia  their  reccu'ds  as  before-mentioned ;  so  that  it  pretended 
to*  no  mch  absc^te  dominion,  for  allegiance  to  the  .crown 
of  England  was  reserved  in  all  public  oaths. 
•  Not  biit  that  it  still  retains  most  of  the  essential  marks 
and.  insignia 'of  regal  power,  as  making  laws  for  its  own 
govemnenty  of  pardoning  criminalsj  of  holding  courts  in 
the  lord*s  name,  the  patronage  of  the  bishopric,  the  a:d- 
raifal  of  those  seas, '  the  coinage  of  money;  and  niany  othec 
iaferior. articles  of  regality;  which  as  they  were  derived 
from  the  favour  of  the  croWn  to  the  house  of  Derby,  so 
iheeonotant  and  uniatermpted  Royalty  of  that  noble  house  .' 
^sy  be  justly  esteemed. to  have  deserved,  it,  es|>eQiaUy 
since  they  hive  managed  that  great  trust  and  power  wiUi 
oo  UMich  ieademess  and  care  of  tho  people  und^rthem,  by 
vrhieh  they  Iwre  stood  as  lasting  examples  to  all  in  power. 
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BBd  tranBmitted  to  the  reoieBibrMoe  af  all  potttocHy,  ttai 
by  tbelr  care,  ▼igihuice,  aad  justioey  there  is  one  Mtiie  tpNft 
of  earth  in  the  world  where  law,  jaatioe  and  eqiiitjr, 
4rtte  relifion  and  primitiw  inteftity,  haTe  Umg  doae^  and 
otitt  do  flovrUb,  ia  coaleaipt  of  &c4ioa,  aeditioji,  eoten^ 
tion^  want  or  divioioa,  or  whatever  else  the  world  oalli 
miseries  and  misfortunes. 


DESCRIPTION 
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!a  HB  Isle  of  Man  hath  hem  called  or  knoMi  by  diMro 
tiames  amongst  aneieort  writers.  By  Cesar  at  was  eaHod 
Mona,  ond  is  still  ao  styled  ia  their  own  reeorda  from  all 
antiquity;  by  Ptolomy,  and  by  PUny,  Monada;  by  Se# 
ennda  Ninins,  Eubonia ;  by  tiie  Britons,  Menaw  $  by  the 
natWes,  Honnthg ;  and  by  the  Bnf  Ikh,  tfie  Isle  of  Man. 
The  lengdi  of  the  isle  from  north  to  aaufli  ia  anre  Amm 
thirty  miles,  and  the  breadth  between  eight  and  .ten*  It 
lies  between  S&  and  M  degrees  of  northeni  klUndoy  and 
15  degrees  of  longitude.  Castletown  soeam  to  be  in  iba 
same  parallel  with  ¥ork.  A  certain  authot  aaya,  itia 
placed  in  the  narel  of  the  sea ;  and  in  truth  it  seems  to  bo 
the  centre  of  the  king  of  Great  Britain*s  dominions,  aa  it 
is  almost  equally  distant  in  the  north  from  Galloway,  in 
Scotland;  in  tbe  west,  from  Ulster,  ia  Irdand;  in  ftho 
t^m  Cumberland;  and  in  the  sondi  from  Angkaas . 
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The  Isle  of  Mu  lying  nearer  ta  the  eeunUes^  Laocas* 
tar  asd  Cumberland^  than  to  any  other  of  England,  the 
inbabitute  very  much  follow  and  partake  of  ^e  cuatoma 
mmi  BBBge  of  thoee  eonnliee,  especially  Lancaster,  with 
wheaa  they  have  a  constant  trade  for  their  cattle  and  other 
produce  of  the  island,  and  in  return  sup|>ly  themselvea  with 
salt,  aud  all  other  necessaries  wanting  there.  They  haye 
a  natural  respect  for  the  people  of  Lancashire ;  whether  it 
arise  from  their  lord's  usual  residence  in  that  county,  or 
their  being  mostly  supplied  with  thdr  principal  officers  from 
thence^  as  governors,  bishops,  archdeacons^  and  many 
others  c£  kss  note,  I  know  not ;  hat  they  haye  socb  an 
esteem  for  the  people  of  that  county,  that  it  is  a  common 
maxim  with  them,  that  a  good  Lancashire  Justice  of  the 
Peace  generally  makes  the  beat  Governor  of  the  Isle  of 
Man. 

This  island  was  many  ages  governed  by  its  own  kings^ 
natives  of  the  place;  but  through  a  long  descent,  and 
great  variety  of  changes  in  the  government,  it  is  rendered 
too  difficult  to  be  pursued  in  a  lineal  and  regular  manner 
without  many  and  long  digressions  ;  and  as  I  conceiYe,  it 
wonid  appear  more  like  a  needless  ouriosity  than  of  any 
aervice  or  useful  inibfmation  to  the  reader,  therefore  I 
shall  neither  give  him  nor  myself  more  trouble  than  is 
■eedfrd  on  that  head,  to  introduce  the  description  and 
bistcwy  of  that  island,  more  clear  and  intelligible. 

Begtaakig  first  with  King  Olave,  the  third  son  of  God- 
dard  Crownaa,  whose  family  had  long  reigned  in  the 
island,  which  was  styled  the  kingdom  of  the  isles,  as  will 
^pear  more  fully  in  the  sequel  hereof.  This  young  gen- 
tieman  being  greatly  oppressed  and  harrassed  by  the  mora 
IMTwerful  kings  of  Norway,  Denmark^  Scotland, .  and 
Ireland,  applied  himself  to  Henry  I.  King  of  England, 
and  offered  him  the  kingdom  of  the  isles.  He  VfAs  then  a 
yintc  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,  peaceable,  just,  an4 
libend,  h«t  especially  to  the  chnreh,  and  therefore  pious* 
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He  assumed  the  ^▼ernment  anno  1102^  and  by  hia  princel|: 
address  and  prndeni  negociations  procured  the  King  of 
England  for  his  patron^  and  by  that  king*s  intereeasion  the 
Kings  of  Scotland  and  Ireland  for  his  confederates;  so 
that  having  nothing  to  fear  from  abroad,  he  applied  him- 
self to  public  works  of  mercy  and  piety  at  home. 
'  First,  by  reforming  the  laws  and  the  manners  of. his 
subjects.  And  wisely  weighing  that  religion  and  good 
education  greatly  soften  the  temper  and  actions  of  a  brutish 
and  vicious  people,  for  that  purpose,  in  the  year  1134,  he 
gave  the  abbey  of  Rushen  to  Evan,  Abbess  of  Fumess, 
to  serve  as  a  norsery  to  the  church ;  and  hence  it  is  that 
the  Abbots  of  Furness  had  the  approbation  of  the  Abbot  o£ 
Rushen,  and  some  believe  the  right  of  electing  the  bishop 
himself,  and  a  sort  of  chapter  to  his  diocess. 

Clave  having  thus  laid  the  ground- work  of  his  establish- 
ment,  greatly  endowed  the  whole  church  of  the  ides  with 
large  franchises,  liberty,  and  immunities ;  the  revenue  of 
which  was  set  out  from  the  most  ancient  and  apostolic 
manner,  to  wit,  one  third  of  all  the  tythes  to  the  bishop 
for  his  maintenance;  the  second  to  the  abbey,  for  the 
education  of  youth,  and  relief  of  the  poor,  (for  those  good 
monks  were  then  the  public  almoners,  and  by  their  own 
labours  rather  increased  than  diminished  the  public  chari- 
ty;) the  third  portion  of  the  tythes  was  given  to  the 
parochial  priests  for  their  subsistence. 

Clave  having  spent  near  four  years  in  all  the  calm  eiyoy- 
ments  of  peace  and  plenty,  at  last  resolved  to  visit,  the 
King  of  Norway,  and  in  the  year  1142  did  homage  to 
Hengo,  King  of  Norway,  by  whom  he  was  honourably, 
received,  and  before  his  departure  crowned  King  of  the 
Isles.  He  left  his  son  Goddard  to  be  educated  in  the 
Norwegian  court,  and  then  returned  to  Man,  where  be 
found  the  long  peaceable  course  of  his  affairs  <iuite  altered; 
for  the  three  sons  of  his  broths  Harold,  who  had  been 
educated  in  DubUn,  raised  great  forceS|  and  demanded  one 
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wriety  of  the  kingdom  of  the  isles,  Olave  desired  time  to 
consider  of  it,  and  on  the  day  appointed  to  receive  his 
answer,  the  principal  persons  on  both  sides  met  at  Ramsey, 
where  both  sides  being  draiwn  up  in >  lines  opposite  to  each 
other,  Reginald,  one  of  the  brothers,  standing  in  the 
middle,  as  talking  to  some  principal  persons,  b^ing  called 
by  the  king,  turned  himself  of  a  sudden,  as  if  he  designed 
to  salute  him,  but  at. the  same  time  lifted  up  his  battle-axe, 
and  at  one  blow  cut  off  his  head.  The  nobility  depending 
upon  Olave,  being  all  dispersed  or  slain,  Reginald  divided 
the  country  among  his  own  followers. 

Olave  left  by  his  wife  Affrica,  daughter  of  Fergus,  Lord 
of  Galloway,  one  son,  who  succeeded  him. 

The  sons  of  .Harrold,  jBushed  with  this  success,  had 
thoughts  of  conquering  all  before  them.  Immediately 
therefore  they  transpoKed  their  forces  into  Galloway ;  but 
the  people  there  behaved  with  such  bravery  and  resolution, 
that  they  quickly  forced  them  to  return  with  shame  and 
confusion,  into  Man,  where  they  exercised  all  the  cruelties 
upon  the.  men  of  Galloway  that  shame,  disappointment^ 
and  revenge  could  invent*  But  the  justice  of  heaven 
«uflered  not  so  many  villanies  to  go  long  unpunished  ;  for, 
in  the  year  1143,  Goddard,  the  son  of  good  King  Olave, 
returned  from  Norway,  to  whom  the  whole  island,  imme- 
diately; submitted.  Upon  which  he  ordered  two  of  the 
aons  of  Harrold  to  lose  their  eyes,  and  the  third,  who  had 
murdered  his  father,  he  caused  to  be  executed.  And 
having  by  these  acts  of  justice  cleared  his  way  to  the 
crown,  by  the  unaniipous  and  hearty  consent  of  all  the 
people  he  assumed  the  government. 

Goddard  was  then  in  the  flower  of  his  youth,,  brave, 
active,  and  generous,  with  the  mein  and  stature  of  a  hero, 
and  polished  by  j^ucation  in  a  foreign  court ;  all  which, 
joined  to  the  m^rit  of  an  excellent  father,  attracted  the 
liearts  not  only  of  his  own  people  but  of  strangers  also ; 
fuid  aU  the  neighbouring  provinces  admired  and.  envied 
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the  bapplnegB  of  tbe  Mmx  iiaiios,  tuid  eT^  oii«^ 
for  a  king  like  theira. 

But  a8  all  boinaB  alRiiri  are  tabject'  to  frequent  ^hftn^ee 
and  nnforeieen  aecidetite  in  life,  and  the  meet  modemte 
and  prudent  gOTernment  in  the  world  is  net  secure  frott 
faction  and  sedition  at  home,  as  well  as  enemies  abroad,  ee 
it  fell  out  with  this  good  king ;  for  one  ThoMitus,  the  sM 
of  Otier,  at  that  time  the  principal  of  all  the  natlires^ 
baTing  been  dispossessed  of  some  lands  he  had  a  pretence 
to^  and  denied  some  favours  he  expected,  gr^w  a  mal-^eon-^ 
tent,  and  setting  up  for  a  patriot  gained  to  his  ptirty  severe! 
factious  and  seditious  subjects ;  and  by  their  aid,  and 
such  others  as  he  could  bring  into  hfa  wty  of  thinking, 
designed  to  work  his  own  private  revenge. 

lie  therefore  goes  into  Argyle  to  Summerled,  who  htA 
married  a  daughter  of  good  King  01ave*B,  and  persuaded 
bim  to  make  bis  son  Dulgall  king  of  the  isles,  in  right  of 
his  mother.  Summerled,  being  a  prince  of  a  hot,  ebterpris«> 
ing,  and  ambitious  temper,  embraced  the  proposal  (  nnd 
Thorflnusi  by  bis  own  infloem^e  and  pemuaaion,  brcmgHt 
fleveral  of  tbe  western  islands  under  his  obedience.  Rblf^ 
ever  the  majority  of  the  people  as  yet  adberNi  to  their 
lawftil  king ;  among  these  wus  one  Paul,  a  persba  of  great 
leyaky,  interest^  and  virtue,  who  gave  Goddatd  notice  ef 
all  Thorfinus^s  projects,  and  Summerled's  pVeparatidns. 

Upon  which  the  king  equips  eighty  riitps,  end  In  tbe 
year  1156  a  bloody  battle  was  fought  at  sea,  •  where  bdtb 
sides  wearied  with  the  slaughter  made,  and  the  victory  still 
doubtful,  the  two  genentls  agreed  to  divide  the  kingdom  of 
the  isles,  by  which  all  the  northern  Ml  to  the  son  of  Snm^. 
merled.  But  he,  not  contented  with  a  moiety,  in  the  year 
11A8  oame  into  Min  with  flfty-eight  ships,  and  the  people, 
either  weary  of  the  war,  er  the  miscondudt  and  unkind 
Mage  of  tfaefar  prince,  all  submitted  to  biifi ;  m  that  Ood* 
dard,  by  letting  m  discontented  people  slip  from  him,  iiow 
fbund  himself  no  Inore  a  king,  but  fmeken  and  alighted 


|S(.B  9?  MAN;  1? 

by  all,  e^poeifUljr  by  )thoye  ivbo  Jbiad  V^b  tl^  in^iweptf 
5^  lua  severity  and.  luiacopdiict,  and  foiiii4  bjP  s^e^  way 
%^  maki?  tii^ir  courl  to  their  n^w  n^^ter,  tliau  by  eiQposio|^ 
tbe  iild^  agreeably  to  tbat  ata;ted  piai^ipay  that  he  that  wijl 
do  ill  to  please  his  priace,  wiU  oertaii>ly4o  the  s^meagaijas^ 
hiaif  when  it  appears  bi9  int^est  and  advantage  in  ap 
^oiDjg.  Whilst  the^0  things  were  transacting,  th^  A^-^ 
throned  |i.ing  Ooddiird  found  mew^  to  esqape  into  Ner^- 
way,  there  to  reserve  himself  to  his  b#tter  fortune.  4 
Ufe^y  i^s^ce  of  indolence. and  neglect,  which  presently 
4^e9^rate  into  Tiolence  and  unwarr^table  measures,  by 
wbi^  tbe  gaining  of  a  crown  m^y  sometiipes  forfeit  thf 
irirtn^  which  renders  a  o^in  wojrtby  ^  iU 

3ummerled,  ftushed .  with  these  petty  Tictpri^  sot  up 
bounds  to  his  ainbitioo,  but  in  the  year  llAi  raised  a  fL^ef, 
fif  a  bwdred  a«d  sixty  sail,  with  a  r^solutiop  to  master  ^ 
iSe9tland ;  bM^  atjbempting  to  bmd  bi^  men  at  Jlh^infafff% 
nvss  ponquere^  by  &  f^w,  bimaelf  apd  bis  son  fMn^i  wJ4b 
most  of  his  people*  'f'hp.p^ple  ^i^re  gbid  to  kfi  tbw 
4^Uvered ;  for  th?ar  found,  by  dear  bought  ei^p^pcf ,  a 
«epaiUe  diflTeneniee  jietwixt  ft  pMSioi^ate  and  i|a|sgi44^ 
fiWQfk  findajf^satxr^int.    : 

JBvery  one  now  began  to  think  of  O^ddaxd^  tbiir  ^J^Jwl 
kiiHI,  whose  sii;:  jtwt%*  absence,  ^  bis  owp,  geai^fous 
qwUti«p,  h«4  blotted  o^t  the  enrars  wH  ^wtoKos  9t  hip 
jFputb  and  former  g|9wvnmept ;  so  tikiLt.«ai  tbeJifar^^  the 
j^opl^  inclin^  to  Im,  r^^oratipn . 

At  which  time  Reginald,  his  b^s^rf}  brother,  bull 
g»there4  »nA  armed  a  nniltitivl^  of  loose  MJ^ws  of  difer- 
^nt.p«tiw«,  r^olving  with  \hm  ^9  Qfiiry  .^  biugili^ip  of 
tbe;ifAes. 

The  Manj^men  stoutly  defeiMloA  tbeirji^ipg'p  of ui^.   Tj^e 

bcM^tle  was  fbiight  at  Ramsey,  and  the  people  lost  the  4agr 

by  the  tre^pherj  of  ^  certain  co^pt,  who  jprftbfbly  d^efid^ 

.  Gi^dd^r<l's  reyenge  upon  bim ;  byit  jQ<^dd«urd  bfting.troly  j#- 

.  formed  of  the  ishn4>  ff^od  intepti^n.tov«ird^  bim,  .l9fldi|d 
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the  ibwth  day  after  tb^  battle  with  a  pawerfttl  aaBistaaee 
from  the  king  of  Norway.  The  people  receiTed  him  witk 
joy,  all  former  errors  were  mutually  forgot,  and  Reginald 
was  seised,  and  his  eyes  put  out ;  and  aU  those  who  otdght 
render  the  saccession  disputable  were  stripped  of  all  power; 
From  this  time  Goddard  began  to  settle  his  aflhirs  with 
prndenoe,  gentleness,  and' moderation ;  and  Maeloten,  soM 
ot  Maccartaok,  King  of  Ireland,  gave  him  his  daughter 
Fingala  to  wife,  by  whom  he  had  a  son  named  OlaTe. 

The  year  following  the  king  took  a  progress  through  the 
isles,  to  settle  the  confused  state  of  aflairs  there.  During 
his  absence,  Emoreal,  one  of  the  blood-royal,  attempting 
some  novelty,  brought  a  great  multitude  to  the  Isle  of 
'Man,  who'  at  first  dispersed  some  few  that. guarded  the 
coasts;  but,  the  same  day,  the  Manxaaen  rallied  their 
whole  force,  and  slew  him  and  all  his  followers ;  and  diua 
the  king  continued  composing  and  settling  the  affitirs  of 
his  government  till  the  year  1167,  in  which  he  died,  on  the 
ninth  of  September,  in  a  good  old  age. 

This  prince  had  tried  both  extremes  of  government,  first 
ruined  by  success,  and  the  ill  coadnot  of  his  youth ;  b«i 
being  made  wiser  by  afllictions  and  experience,  became  a 
fortunate  and  happy  prince. 

This  prince  left  three  sons,  Reginald,  Olave,  and  Ivar, 
and  appointed  Olave  his  successor,  because  bom  in  lawful 
wedlock ;  but  Olave  being  then  but  a  minor,  the  Manxmen 
sent  for  the  eldest  son  Reginald  out  of  the  isles,  and  made 
htm  king,  anno  1188. 

Reginald  was  then  of  a  ripe  age,  endowed  with  great 
qualities,  as  wit,  courage,  and  resolutien,  mixed  with  crafty 
dissimulation,  and  revenge,  which  added  to  the  natural 
injustice  to  his  brother  Olave,  rendered  his  reign,  though 
long,  unhappy.  Reginald,  in  the  sixth  year  of  King  John 
of  England,  had  done  his  homage  for  the  Isle  of  Man,  for 
which  the  king  granted  him  a  knight's  fee  in  Ireland,  and 
'  his  proteotionj  profeod  and  ^ervUio  tue,  says  the  records 
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Regibald  being  at  this  time  ftbseiit  ia  Ireland^  with  aU 
his  forces,  and  all  his  principal  officers,  by  which  the  peo« 
pie  of  the  island  had  been  great  soiFerers,  began  to  think 
ef  their  injustice  to  Olaye  their  lawfol  prince,  then  in  the 
Tigonr  of  lus  age,  and  master  of  all  those  refined  qnaHtiea 
that  raider  princes  agreeable  to  their  people,  or  men  to  one 
another;  mud,  just,  sedate,  pious,  and  liberal;  to  wUeh 
was  added,  an  admirable  symmetry  of  body,  whi^h  rendered 
him  the  darling  of  the  ladies,  who  by  thm  interest  at  home 
sometimes  make  the  strongest  abroad. 

Reginald,  returning  into  Man,  and  viewing  the  desola* 
'tion  of  his  country  during  his  absence,  and  at  tlie  same 
•  time  peroeiYing  the  lont  afleetions  of  his  people,  reseived 
to  remove  his  brother  OhiTe,  the  idol  of  their  hearts,  oat 
^  his  way ;  but  not  finding  it  safe  to  do  it  by  open  violence, 
he  canned  him  to  be  seised  and  sent  to  Wflliam,  King  of 
Scotland,  where  he  was  kept  in  chains  seven  years,  at  the 
end  of  which.  King  William  dying,  was  succeeded  by  Us 
son  Alexander,  who  at  his  coronation  ordered  aH  the  pri* 
eisners  to    be  released,    among   whom  was  Olave,    who 
speedily  fetumed  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  well  attended  by  the 
>  nobility,  and  good  wishes  of  the  people,  and  presented 
himself  to  his  brother  Reginald,  who  recmved  Urn  widi  all 
.  apparent  aflbction,  and  married  him  to  the  LmiI  of  Can- 
tyre's  daughter,  named  Lavon,  and  sister  to  his  own  queen, 
but  gave  them  nothing  but  the  islands  called  the  Lewis's^ 
,  which  necessity  compelled  Olave  to  accept  of,  since  he 
could  get  no  better.    But  coming  into  the  }jewis's  he  found 
them  barren,  and  altogether  insuffidrnt  to  support  Idm 
.  and  his  reliniie;  therefore,  urged  on  by  despair,  necessity, 
and  justice,  but  more  than  all  by  the  Viscount  Skey,  he 
resolved  to  push  his  good  fortune  to  the  utmost,  and  taking 
hostages  of  all  the  great  men  of  the  isles,  setsaU  in  the 
year  1215,  with  thirty  shq>8,  and  landed  in  the  Isle  of 
Man ;  but  the  nobility  and  people  interposing,  the  brodiers 
eame  to  an  agreement,  ,aad  divided  the  kingdom  of  the 
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isim  MwiEi  Oim,  •f  wUok  R<«liiakU  %w*^lik  voMf, 
liad  tbe  Me  of  Mw  tltottai  bim. 

Ola^e  haviog  refireriMd  iMumiy  reterMd  itkit  yaiinf 
4be  i$l«a.  Bui  Reniinald,  greatly  regreitiag  ie  be  d»- 
ipoweesed  of  aWve  a  biaii4re4  ialeSf  ikat  lie  hud  boM  «> 
long  meeter  af»  lent  to  Allen*  ht&td  ef  €}eltoimy»  far 
Msietaace,  and  the  year  following  eailed  into  the  0^  kkm, 
mkh  a  dea|ga  to  dispoaseae  hh  hiolber  4Ma^a;  bat  the 
fopple  abeolntely  reftiiiag  to  Aght  againat  A^  natanll 
prince,  obliged  bim  to  neiuni  hon»  wMmU  jfiactiog  aaf 
Aiog. 

ftegnald,  reetleaa  aad  knpaiiettt  vrilh  tUa  almond. die* 
jflMiiitmeBt,  preicoda  a  MOBMity  of  a  joamay  to  JBagtMd- 
The  people  cheerfully  ai^pliad  faioi  with  a  htttdrml  bmiIib 
towanlM  hia  journey ;  bat  iasiead  of  gobg  to  Eaglaad*  ha 
.oavried  bia  daughter  ioto  OaUoway*  aad  man&ed.har  to  4he 
eon  of  that  lord.  But  aa  notUog  diacoatoats  a  poopie 
moT%  than  the  miaapplicatioA  of  imiUio  gjeoeraaily,  eepa- 
4Adif  when  they  aee  IhemeeWes  itnpoaed  upoo,  and  b^tiayu 
od  to  a  foreign  power,  ooaaidoriog  wich  iadigaatioa  the 
•Dgratlteide  of  &eginald,  aad  their  own  uoNwUoe  <o  their 
UmM  prioea,  they  by  «iaiToraal  aufimge  sMt  for  Oh^^f 
and  deefared  him  Uag,  ia  the  year  1218.  Rf«eiaaU»  age- 
ing hia^eaaor^  tfuiugih  too  Ittta,  ffO0oWas.m  good  eemeat  on 
a  Yoyagalo  ithe  courts  J^iofT  '^hn. 

it  ia^coiteuiy  aa  wo  haAre  abaefTod,  tii«t.iUng  John^  in 
Aetaixth  year  of  hit  oetgn^  iodk  Regioald^  Kiag.of  Maa» 
iato  his  pmtoctioa,  jmd  .granted  him  one  koight'a  tat  in 
inland^  and.alao  granted  Wm  one  fauniked  ^nartera  of 
eovB,  to  be  daKoered  ot  Orogboda,  on  4ie  8Bth  of  May, 
Anno  Rag,  aui  Id.  Anao  Bora.  1919. 

And 'King  Henry  III.  Anno  Reg.  sai9do.  Anno  Don. 
1910,  granted  to  Reginald,  lUog  of  Man,  letten  of  aafe 
oondact4o  oome  io  Bngland,  aad  do  Mm  honif^ge,  .&o. 

And  in  the  ifth  year  of  bis  »ign,  IMl,  Aeaame^hig 
writes  rto  his  justice  ia  laelsnd,  theiianrth  of  NoTanfaor, 
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to  deliyer  to  Reginald,  King  of  Man,  his  knight's  fee,  two 
tons  of  wine,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  quarters  of 
com,  granted  him  e^ery  y<^Ar,  by  the  charter  of  King 
John  his  father. 

Now  if  it  he  allowable  to  compare  so  small  a  prince  with 
an  English  monarch,  there  never  was  a  nearer  resemblance 
than  in  the  fortunes  of  these  two  ;  both  had  obtained  their 
govermnent  by  injustice  to  the  lawful  heirs,  both  loft  it  by 
their  ill  treatment  of  the  people,  both  of  mischievous  de- 
signing tempers,  and  both  lived  to  feel  the  effects  thereof 
on  their  own  heads :  only  in  this  they  differ, — John  had 
•flended  the  clergy,  and  Reginald  his  people.  John  had^ 
iome  years  before,  made  the  most  infamous  submission  to 
the  pope  that  wsis  ever  heard  of  in  story ;  Reginald,  to 
eomplete  the  similitude,  must  do  the  like,  either  because  it 
was  the  fashion,  or  that  he  could  hope  ibr  no  assistane^ 
fnlhOUtil. 
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MADE  BY 

REGINALD,  TO  THE  SEE  OF  ROME. 


ReginalduS)  Rex  Insuke  MaD,  eanstiluit  se  tubUiuii  «edis 
Romans,  et  ex  insula  sua  facit  feudiun  oblatwn,  Lon- 
dini  10.  Cal.  October,  1219. 

SaNCTISSIMO  Patri  et  Domino  Honorio  Dei  gratia 
sunnno  Pontifici,  Reginaldus,  Rex  Insularum,  commenda-^ 
tionem  cum  osculo  pedum.  NoTerit  sancta  Paternitaa 
Testra,  quod  nog,  ut  participes  simus  honorem  qns  fiunt 
in  EccIoBia  Rom.  julta  admonitionem,  et  exortationem  di- 
leoti  patris  Domini  P.  Norwicen  electi,  Camerarij  et  Legati 
▼estri,  dedimuB  et  obtulimus  nomine  Eoclesia  Romana,  et 
▼estro,  et  CathoUcomm  yeatrornm  auccesBonim,  Insulam 
nostrum  de  Man,  qus  ad  nos  jure  hereditario  pertinet,  et 
de  que  nulli  tonemur  aliquod  serritiuro  fecere,  et  deinceps 
nos,  et  hnredes  nostri  in  perpetuum  tenebimus,  in  feudum 
dictam  insulam  ab  Ecclesia  Romana,  et  faciemus  ei  per 
hoc  bomagium  et  fideiitatem,  et  in  recognitionem  dominij, 
nemine  census  nos  et  beredes  nostri  in  perpetuum  annua- 
tim  solvemus  Ecclesia  Romana  duodecim  marcas  8t»r- 
lingerum  in  AngUa  apud  Abbatiam  de  Fumes  Cistertiensis 
Ordinis  in  festo  purilicationis  B.  V.  Maris.  Et  st  non 
csset  ibi  aliquis  ex  parte  yestra  yel  successorum  Testromm, 
deponentur  diets  dnodeoim  marcbs  per  nos  et  hsredes 
-nostros  penes  Abbatem  et  Conyentum,  Ecclesia  Romana 


ISUi  OF  MAN.  19 

.ttomiiie.  Haoc  ^WKtioiieni,  et  oblationem  dictas  Dominut 
Legatiis  recipit  nd  Voluntatem  et  bene  placitum  Yestrum, 
et  post  recepdonem  fiictum  ab  eo  ric  ipse  Dominus  Legatus 
dictam  insttlam  dedit  mibi,  et  lisredibas  meis  in  feu'dum 
perpetoa  poesidendaAi  et  tenendam  nomiiie  Eeolesia  Rom. 
et  me  inde.per  annulum  aureum  inyestiTit,  &c.  Actum 
Lend,  in  doi^o  militi®  templi  10  Kal.  Octob.  Ao.  Dom. 
Millesimo^  duceatesimo,  decimo  nono,  Et  ne  super  his 
aliquando  possit  dubitari,  has  literas  fieri  feeimus  et  sigiUo 
aostro  muairi. 

Codex  juris  Gentium  Diplomaticus  per  Oodefridnm  Ooli- 
dmwn  Lidbnitaiiufti,  iaqiresstt»  HaaoTens  IMS,  folprb^ 
•  dfebm«%  page  A. . 


Reginald,  King  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  ^QnstitiiUes  himself  a 
Vassal  of  the  See  of  Rome,  and  of  his  island  makes 
the  o&red  Grant,  at  Loadoo,  22nd  of  September,  1219. 

JLo  the  most  Holy  Father  and  Lord  Honerias,  by  the 
grace  of  God  supreme  PontiflT,  Reginald,  Kmg  of  tha 
Isles,  kiaaeth  his  feet^  and  sendeth  glreeting.'  Be  it  known 
to  your  Holy  Paternity,  that  we,  as  beiag  partakers  of  the 
benefits  deriTed  iirMi  those  tUngs  that  are  done  in  the 
RoBum  church,  aocofding  to  the  admoniUon  and  exhorta* 
tion  of  the  belonred  Father  in  God,  Peter,  Lord  Bishop  of 
Norvieh,  Eleol  Chamberlain  and  Apostolic  Legate,  baTe 
giveti  foid  offered  in  the  name  of  the  ohur^  of  Rome,  and 
yoj^r's,  and  of  your  Catholic  successors,  our  Islind  of 
Man,  which,  belongs  to  us  by  right  of  inbsrhance,  and  for 
which  we  are  not  boand  to  do  service  to  any ;  and  hence- 
forwards  we  and  our  behra  for  ever  wiU  hdd  the  said  ishind 
as  a  grant  fironi  the  chucch  of  Rome,  and  will  do  bcmage 
and  fealty  to  it.  And  as  a  recognition*  of  dominion,  in  the 
name  ol  a  trihnle,  we  Aod.  our  hetra  for  ever  will  pay 
12  f  N 
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aniiimttif  to  tHe  cbvrch  of  R<h»  tMlvo  aurka  gtorMof  is 
Snglftnd,  at  tlie  AUey  of.  FarnoH,  ^  tke  Cbtoitiu  Ot'- 
der,  «foo  the  fiiasiof  the  PunfieatkNi  iff  41m  B.  V.  Marf. 
And  if  there  thottld  nei  be  any  pefson  tlieio  oo  die  Mbalf 
of  you  or  your  ooeeoasons  tlie  said  twdve  noAs  ehal}  bo 
dopoiited  by  tia  aod  o«r  heifs  witb  the  Abbot  and  Coovest^ 
Wi  die  naaneof  die  oharch^of  Rooie.  Thia  grant  and  ob^ 
lotion  the  aaid  Lord  Legote  acoapte,  aooofdiiig  to  yoor 
wiU  and  ploasure ;  and  after  aocoptaooo-  so  made  by  bim^ 
he  the  aaid  Lord  Legate  gave  to  me  and  my  hein  4he  oud . 
island,  to  be  poaaesaed  and  held  in  fee  for  e^er,  in  the  name 
of  tilB  ehordi  of  Rome ;  and  tbcraapon  invited  oie41iave« 
mUh  by  o  ring  HfjMf  &o.  Done  at  London^  in  tho  honae 
of  the  Knigbta  Templars,  the  82nd  of  fioptooibmr,  Asno 
1219;  amlthat  no' doubt  may  remain  concerning  the  pre- 
mises, we  have  caused  this  instrument  to  be  made  and 
aealed  with  our  seal. 

c  ... 

•  Vid<  GodicQ  juris  Gentium  I>i|domalieus  per  Oodefri^ 
dum  Gulielmum  Liebnitaium,  impresaus  Hanoveriie  M98, 
M.  nrodvomnai  page  f  • . 


^  -  Whilat  Reginald  by  tUa  inCMiona  mami^  wna  e^doa^ 
wouriag  to  f^oover  hia  Joat  oatatei^bia  ibnaliiot  CHam,  tm 
above  two  yeaia^  Oi^tyed  an.uttdiitlurbod  pnaaeaiion  ia  iho 
government  of  tho  lakai  till  ot  laat  aompc^od  by .tbo  dia* 
order  of  aflfaira  to  vialt  .tbe  remote  porta,  of  faio  aiiimmod 
^gdom»  and  being  woll  offiaatod  by  dm  nabiUty  oad  aoI« 
diepy,.  ho  Wt  tholalo  of ;  Man  oipoaod  to  the  fOay>of 'Ui 
»bK>dier  Regina^d^  wka  «poA  thia  ooooaioii.  embiMod  At 
opportunity,  by  jratoruiBg  from  Londa^;  «ad^ by  dm  aaaia- 
taa^  of  Allen,.  I^nrd  of  Gallowoy,  amd  Tbonma  Eaal  of 
Athol,  laadodagrealomyintholafeof  Mon,widiwliab 
he  laid  the  whole  aoutbudo  waaAo,  mnndcrlng  all  thomatf 
tbey.met,  bumiiig  o^rai  akft  vary  cbnrohoiy  and  nuiiming 
idl  tbfd  inhun«initif»  a  tyaant,  heated  by  Mwntaant  mid 
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f«VMf #,  could  in^efti.  Tiik  at hmt, \fflaMed>fHlib  mrinich 
\wthMijf  w  peiteps  apftdmidiiiip  Us.brotlMA  Olaiiife'a  w 
lurii,  be  dnm  off  ki»  forooo,  wd  AlleD,  Loid  of  OaUowa[|i^ 
left  his  boatft  to  eoUoei  the  wtodm;.  but  QkM  speodHy 
Mturaiog,  d«(l^  awriqr  tfaooeoittottors,  and  nsdd  aU.pooa^ 
ble  means  to  reeal  ^udh  as  Jiad  escaped  tbe  f uvy  «C:  Hegi* 
aakly  so  that  .the  counteji  began  to  be  rc|iedplod,-«iid  tU 
MtiTea  to  oettle  AevMeloe^  in  poaoe  aad  aecaiiiy.  1 

<  •  Bal  the  ambitioUB- spirit  of  Segtaald  rested  sot  bore,  faf 
the  same  year^  ia  the  naidot  of  irhitnrv  aad^  iii>  tb»  dead  of 
^  aigl^y  Rogtni^dy  aoconpaniad-  bytha  Load  of  43«ttOi* 
way^  landed  a  oooond'.tiaie,  awl  by  bia  plavnble  btsihiia* 
lioas  debaaehodihe  wbola  inatbata  ^srisioo  to  bia  asvvioai 
Of  ao  iMMbie  a  natdre  are  the.  mllyar,  that  .thoae  .aery 
paoplo:ibat>  bad  bctoa  jiiat  before  so  barvassad  by  bmniog 
tboir  boatfesy  niirdelmg  their  isiAdfed  and.  idbltona,  aaia 
piftUicly  take  ama  ih  his  defdace.  . 
:  King  OfatTO  flies  fbrpfotectioi  ts  the  men  of  ihanorlheni 
dioiiioay  whb  :unaaiiaonriy  reaoM  to  defend  taiar^ajMl  bio 
aanlie^^  vA^Mfoa-Hai two  bMlbeM  emBfagein  b^tfla^a^btba 
place  caJIkdithe  Tinwald,  the  pnblia&aM  of  noanaU  and  of 
OHna.  RofiDiiU  loetr  the  day»  and  was  alahi  in  tbe  beat  of 
thoiaatfofll;  aadi^Uuafatt'tfanl  teaHen  and  ambiiioaa  aaul^ 
who  Car  abovetftiBiy<yeaiw.faad'diaqniatied  himself  and  bia 
peaplBj  His  body  wisb  oarrlad  by  the  atoakaof  fttt^hmi  to 
the  Abbey  of  FuimMy  and  l>iiiaed  m  n  pkm^  fovuefly 
ohoaan^by  himaeiF. 

.4»lns«:ao«>  hoping  to  oi^  aU  the  iraila  of  bis  l^uM, 
and>tiwJifhtB  jnattydatf  :to.hnn,  reaolves -oa  a  Voyafs  to 
Mnrway^.annd  IMft;  where,  dw&ng  the  oontesl?  between 
thatero-brattiers^  the  aednstoaied  esspeot  had  ao^  basn  paid, 
artdek^  eooaaiened  .the  hinf  of  Norway  to  appoint  a  noUe^ 
linn,  one  Heushaok^  to  baking  of  tbe  Mae,  and  gaTo  him 
Warown  namei^.Haoo,  'who  on  bia  nrrifral  there  wos  shdn  in 
aiornnng  a  aertain  caatla  in  the  ieloof  Bnte^'aodneven 
reached  the  Ide  of  Man. 
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UpMtkbOlaftt  MtarBMiir  iato  Hm^  lale  •#!! tt,  htmgM 
mih  Urn  Goddatd^  the  mb  vf  Us  hto  broilMr  ReginaM; 
•pd  by  tke  couent  of  tlae  people  the  kks  wefo  dtvidod 
kaiwnt  than,  es  a  meuia  to  preaerve  a  falttre  traB^vUlitf 
iftboth.  OloTehodMaaaaottedtoUm.  Ooddoid,  gMttip 
to  hia  ahare,  was  alain  in  the  Lewia^a,  by  wUeh  the  whole 
kiogdon  of  tho  ialea  doirolTod  vpoo  Obrre,  who  for  the 
better  aeoiuity  thereof  rearived  to  apply  to  the  court  of 
ISoglmd ;  aJid  ia  the  year  19M  obtaimad  from  Kiag  Henry 
III.  lettera  of  aefe  oomlact  for  OkiTe,  King  of  Man,  to 
oeme  to  hiaiy  to  ttfeat  with  him  on  boeiBeaa  of  meamtt ; 
and  being  oome  to  King  Henry,  he  the  name  year  gave  him 
hie  eoaaaHaaien,  with  forty  marka^  one  hnndred  qnaftera  of 
pom,  and  fivotona  of  wine,  for  hia  homage  and  defenee  of 
the  aea  ceaata,  aa  long  aa  he  aheH  faMrfally  perform  tha€ 
aervioe,  whieh  ha  ei^oyed  to  tho  year  1»7,  the  time  of  hia 
death,  which  happeaed  on  the  Idthof  Jane  that  year,  im^ 
Peel-Caatle,  in  a  good  old  agOy  greatly  laoMBted  by  hia 
people^  aa  a  prince  worthy  of  better  timee^  a  better  king^ 
dou,  and  better,  aabjeeta.  He  Uea  interred  in  dm  Abhef 
of  Rnahen^  and  waa  ancoeeded  by  hie  eon  HaroM. 

Harold  waa  then  about  fonrteen  years  of  age,  a  yondi 
of  grea*  hopaa,  and  rai^  endownMata  both  of  body  and^ 
mind;  bat  before  he  waa  mM  aetiled  in  hia  new  gOYem- 
meat,  (lad  either  by  the  neceaaity  el  hbaffinia^  era  yonth- 
fal  cnrioaity)  reaolved  on  a  progi^eaa  through  hia  whole 
kingdom,  which  *conaiated  of  near  three  hamdred  iaiandiy* 
biii  diiperaed,  and  many  degroea  remi^ ;  and  for  the  eo^ 
eqrity  aad  good  of  the  ialaad,  he  appeiated  oae  Leglaady 
hia  oonain,  to  be  hia  Ueutenaaty  who  probably  did  .i|oi  m^ 
eeate  that  tmat  with  the  oaae  and  fidelity  expected  from 
him ;  of  which  the  king  being  informed^  eent  the  awlnmn . 
foOowtng  three  soM  of  Noil)  via.  Dn%»ll,  ThargnUv  amd' 
Malemore,  with.hia  tmaty  friend  one  Joaeph,  toettouno 
and  conault  about  hia  afidra  inthe  ieland>  aad  repeit  ihr 
oondnet  of  Loglaad  to  him. 
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•  Upon  this  a  general  meetfng  was  appotated  ilfe  twenty^ 
•fth  day  foUowini^,  al  th«  Tinwald,  their  usual  place  of 
assembling  for  pnblie  affairs ;  bat  one  side  accusing,  and 
the  other  defending,  instead  of  couifsel  and  composing  the 
dilBn^n^es  then  subsisting,  they  fell  to  arms,  the  shortest 
way  of  ending  controversies  in  those  days.  Dufgall^ 
Malemore,  and  Joseph,  feu  in  the  quarrel.  Upon  inform 
mation  whereof,  the  icing,  greatly  incensed,  returned  lnt# 
Man  the  spring  following,  and  Logland  justly  apprehend- 
ing hia  displeasure,  attempted  to  ffyinto  Wales  with  €kMl<'' 
dard,  a  younger  son  of  Glare,  but  suffered  slripwreck  in 
Us  passage,  with  the  young  prince  and  all  his  retinue. 

The  power  of  the  kings  of  N6rway  to  this  time  had 
be^i  the  terror  of  the  northern  parts  of  Europe;  but 
MaroM  had  not  paid  that  personal  atttedanee  at  that 
oourt  as  was  expected,  therefore  tlmt  k:ing,  in  the  year 
1C88,  sent  Jospatrick,  and  Giles  Christ,  the  son  of  M'Ker- 
thanok,  to  seine  the  revenne  of  th^  isHUid  to  his  own  use. 
But  HaroM'the  year  foHowing  took  a  voyage  into  Norway, 
where  he  conducted  himself  with  that  prudence  and  dlS'^ 
cretioa,  that  after  twd  years-stay  he  was  restored  to  al  th^ 
istes  enjoyed  by  his  ancestors,  to  him  and  his  heirs  and 
successors,  under  the  broad  seal  of  Norway. 

Harold,  now  secure  of  the  inheritance  of  his  predeces*' 
sers,  in  the  year  1(49  returned  into  Han,  where  he  was 
reeeiTed  with  the  uniTersal  applause  and  good  wishes  of 
the  people,  wUeh  he  endearoured  to  nnprove  by  all  those 
puMic  diversions  which  render  yoiMiM  princes  agreeable 
to  their  sub}«ets.  But  considering  nothing  sedires  a  last* 
ing  happineas  Iflie  peaee  abroad,  he  entared  into  a  striet 
aHhtnice  with  the  neighbouring  princes  of  'Scotland  and 
Ifriand  $  aid  to  secure  Mttielf  of  the  good  affection  of  the 
BioBarohy  of  Bngkad,*  he  procure  letters  patent  from 
Henry  Hi.  dated  die  tMrty-irst  of  his  reign,  by  whieh  he 
wMpeiflsittedU  come  into  Btigbind,  #hereon  his  arrital 
he  was  weieoiaed  with  all  the  puMio  eotttpttments  due  to 
his  character. 
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The  king  hoiMwured  him  wUh  the  Order  «f  Kmgjbtbeod, 
which  ia  thgee  days  wee  oeTer  conferred,  but  open  persow 
ef  high  birth  and  merit.  la  all  ^bcee  he  waa  entertaiaed 
with  a  generority  natiiral  to  the  Baglieh  aalieB  ;  aad  at 
laat  was  nobly  preseated  by  the  kiag.  Id  the-i^ame  yearke 
reittroe4  to  his  own  eonntryi  where  good  fortane  was  ai 
onoe  ghoweriBg  down  all  the  .bheeiaga  of  this  life  upon  Mi 
head. 

.  He  received  an  invitatioa  into  Norway,  whither  he  went, 
attemled  by  Lawrence,  kte  Arehdeaeon^  now  Bishop*  elect 
ff  Man,  with  a  numerona  train  of  nobility  and  ladies,  and 
there  was  married  to  the  king's  daughter ;  bimI  after  a  long 
iad  moble  €sviertainmeat,  with  ell  the  festivity  usual ,  on 
sueli  occasions,  he  returned  to  Man,  hut  was  unhappilf 
driipen  upon  the  coast  of  Radlaad,  in  Wales,  whero  he 
anffered  shipwreck,  and  perished  with  hia  beautiful  young 
queen,  his  bishop,  and  almost  all  Us  nobiihy,  and  ihe 
Isdi^s  her  companions  j  a  sad  oonvietion,  that  the  Ughesrt 
fatteitiee  this  world  aflfords  are  too  ^ften  but  a  oiSffe  oolemn 
inlrpdnotion  to  chit  ruin,'  whvh  was  unhappilf  ▼esiied 
as  in  himsdf,  so  in  his  brother  and  suocesaor. 
,  V^^inald,  his  brotherf  asfumed  thegoTemment,  Anno 
1249,  on  the  sijcth  of  May;  and  the  thittietli of  the  aassi 
month  was  slain  in  the  meadowa  near  the  Chnrnh  of  the 
Holy  TrinUy,.  commonly  called  Kirk  Christ  Rasheni  with 
all  hia  party,  by  a  kni|^t  called  Ivar*  Whether  the  eanse 
of  tMr  quarrel  was  love  or  revenge  is  not  mentioned^  et 
whether  he  had  assumed  the  government  witbouttheeien^ 
8ent.of  the  people  we  are  notai&nned  ef  by  veennd)  fnrthea 
than  thet  Regumld  left  one  daughter  veiy.  yanag^  mwmot 
Mary,  who  in  the  yesr  1W3  einaned  the  hingdem  of  the 
Isles,  and  did  homage  to  our  Kiag  Edward  Lin  Farth| 
or  St.  John^s  town*  And  though  wedo  netiind  in  oM  the 
Norw^lian  line  anyprstenee  to  a  female  suMMdoUi  .yet 
this  gave  ground  for  a  plea,  near  four  hundred  yearn  aftss^ 
in  which  sentenee  was  pronounced  in  favisur  of  the 


<f  dneral  of  ^erdwaBd^  Earl  of  Durlyj,  against  bis  brother, 
Earl  WilUam,  in  the  followiag  case,  wbereia  question  was 
Hioyed  ooaeotiing  tbe  title  to  the  Isle  of  Man,*  which  by 
Queen  Eliiabeth  was  referred  to  the  Locd  Keqper  Egertea, 
«nd.diTer8  Lords  of  tbe  Council,* and  to  three  of  the 

<«  Judges  of  England,  who  in  Trinity  term,  fortieth  of  Eli- 
jiabetli,  ld08,  upon  hearing  of  the  counsel  eh  both  sides, 
and  nature  deliberation  thereon,  resolved  on  6ve  pointiy 
▼ia, 

•  First,  That  the  Isl^  of  Man  .was  an-  aneient  kingdom  of 
itself,  alid  no  part  of  tbe  kingdom  of  England.  "^Secondly, 
•They  afBrmed  a  ease  iheported  by  Kelwin,  the  fourteenth 
«f  Henry  VIII.  to  be  kw,  to  wit,  Miehl.  fourteenth  of 
flenry  Vlll.^an  offieowas  found,  that  Theoias,  Eari  o( 
Derby,  at  his  death  was  seized  of  the  Isle  of  Man  in  fee  ^ 

'  W(herei]^pea  the  eonntess  his  wile,  by  her  Ocransal,  moved 
|o  hare  her  jiowry  in  the  chancery  :  but  it  was  resoW^  by 
Bnidnel,  Bfook,  and  Fitaherbert,  justices,  and  all  the 
king's  eooasel,  that  the  ^fflee  ^as  merely  void,  b^oattse 
the  Isl#  of  Man  was  no  part  of  Bngbnd,  nor  was  govern^ 
ed  by  the.laws  ef  this  land,  l|ut  was-  like  to  Tourney  itt 
Normandy,  or  Grascoine  in  France,  when  they  were' in  the 
King  p(  Sni^and's  hands,  wbMi  were  merely  euft  of  the 
power  of  ihe  ehancery,  which  was  the  place  to  endow  the 
sridtfwsof  the  king's  suVHcts,  &c. 
'  TUrdly,  |t  was  resolved  by  them  that  the  statute  of 
Wiffiamll^  do  jovis  eonditionaKbus,  nor  the  twenty-' 
aeventh  of  Henry  VIII.  of  uses,  nor  the  staitutes  of  ther 
Airty-sedondand  thirty^iburth  ef  Henry  VIII.  of  WHliam; 
nor  any  o^er  general  act  of  Parlinaienty  did  extend  to  flie 
Me  of  Man,'  for  the  eaitses  afbresaid ;  but  by  special 
name  an  ad  of  Paiiiameni  may  extend  io  it. 
'  Fourthly,  It  was  resolved,  dMt  seemg  no  office  cdald  be 
fltmnd,  toentitle  tbe  king  to  the  forfeiture  of  treason,  that 
the  king  might  grant  by  eenmassion  under  the  great -sea) 
tp  seixe  the  same  into  the  king's  hands,  -tie.  wUdi  beiDg^ 
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done  aad  retiinied  of  record,  b  safieieilt  to  bting  Uinto 
die  king's  eeisore  and  posseMion,  and  into  charge,  &c« 

Fifthly,  that  the  king  might  grant  the  same  under  the 
great  seal,  because  he  cannot  grant  it  in  any  other  manner; 
and  herewith  agreeth  divers  grants  under  the  great  seal  of 
this  isle. 

Sixthly,  it  was  resolted  that  a  fee  simple  in  this  isle^ 
passing  by  the  letters  patent  to  Sir  John  Stanley  and  his 
heirs,  is  descendible  to  his  heirs  according  to  the  common 
law ;  for  the  grant  itself  by  letters  patent  is  warranted  by 
the  common  law  in  this  case ;  and  therefore,  if  there  be 
no  other  impediment,  the  isle  in  this  case  shall  descend  to 
the  heirs  general,  and  not  to  the  heirs  male,  upon  which 
this  affair  was  afterwards  settled  by  act  of  parliammt,  as 
aforesaid. 

Duripg  the  race  of  Ooiddard  Crewman,  three  qualifica* 
tions  seemed  requisite  for  the  desoent  of  the  goTemment^ 
to  wit»  a  male  succ^sion,  the  consent  of  the  people,  and 
the  approbation  of  the  King  of  Norway,  who  was  thes 
acknowledged  for  the  sovereign ;  and  where  any  of  these 
were  wanting,  it  generally  proved  fatal  to  the  prince  and 
peo^. 

Olave  had  left  a  third  son,  named  Magnus,  who  proba« 
bly  was  not  in  the  island  at  his  brother's  death ;  so  that 
Harold,  the  son  of  Gtoddard  Don,  grandsim  of  Ranald, 
for  a  time  usnrped  the  name  of  kiog>  and  dispossessed  all 
the  nobility,  depending  on  the  successors  of  Olave,  of  thdr 
employments  and  commands.  But  the  King  of  Norway 
sent  for  him,  and  made  him  prisoner  for  his  uiyust  in* 
trusion;  and  in  the  year  1252  sent  Magnus,  the  lawful 
heir,  to  the  Isle  of  Mao,  who  was  chosen  king  by  the 
universal  consait  of  the  people :  but  finding  it  unsafe  to 
trust  to  that  tide  only,  he  the  next  year  went  into  Norway, 
where  after  two  years  attendance  he  was  declared.  Ki^g  of 
the  Isles,  and  the  title  coafirmed  to  him»  his  hdrs,  an< 
successors,  Auno  1354. 


iStBOfMAN.  S7 

These  little  princes  had  a  nice  game  to  play,  as  they  lay 
surrottoded  with  so  many  potent  states.  The  Kings  M 
Norway  began  to  deeline,  and  the  Scottish  Kings,  from 
whom  these  islands  had  been  taken,  to  recoTer  strength ; 
so  that  during  the  last  vacancy  they  designed  to  hare  re- 
covered thein,  had  not  their  liing  died  in  the  midst  of  the 
preparation.  The  monarchy  of  England  was  now  almost 
their  only  refuge ;  so  in  the  year  135^,  Magnus  resolv^ 
on  a  voyage  to  that  court,  where  he  was  honourably  re- 
ceived by  King  Henry  III.  as  his  brother  Harold  had  been 
some  years  before,  and  was  linighted  by  that  king,  as  the 
greatest  compliment  that  could  be  paid  to  strangers  hj  our 
monarchs  in  those  days  of  chivalry. 

In  the  year  1^63,  Aquinus,  King  of  Norway,  resolved 
to  revenge  the  aflfront  the  Scottish  nation  had  designed 
against  him,  and  accordingly  made  a  descent  upon  that 
kingdom,  but  was  so  warmly  received  by  their  new  Kirig 
Alexander,  (a  generous  and  active  prince,)  that  he  waa 
forced  to  take  shelter  in  the;  Orcades,  where  be  died,  at 
Kirkwall. 

This  was  the  last  feeble  effort  of  that  nation,  which  had 
spread  its  arms  over  all  Europe  for  five  hundred  years  past. 
It  hath  given  kings  to  England  «nd  Sicily,  dukes  to  Nor- 
mandy, and  held  the  sovereignty  of  those  isles  for  near  two 
hundred  years  past  y  but  the  continual  throwing  off  of  such 
vast  numbers  of  the  natives  had  so  weakened  itself,  that 
some  time  after  it  became  subject  to  the  more  potent  and 
growing  kingdom  of  Denmark. 

Thus  nations  have  their  periods  as  well  as  persons  and 
families ;  and  the  most  enterprising  generally  destroy 
ihemsdlves  soonest  by  their  own  ambition.  The  little 
kingdom  of  Man,  deprived  of  the  protection  of  Norway, 
could  not  support  itself  much  longer ;  for  Magnus  dying 
antfo  1365,  in  his  castle  of  Rushen,  was  buried  in  the 
Atflbey  ehurch  of  St.  Mary,  which  he  finished  and  caused  to 
be  dedicated,  and  left  ho  cbM  behiud  him. 

13  2o 
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He  was  the  nimih  and  last  of  the  mee  ^Goddard  CfoW* 
man,  who  (or  two  hundfed  yaam  had  enjoyed  the  name  o( 
kiog,  though  in  eflSM^t  little  better  than  lieiiteiianta  to  the 
crown  of  Norway,  and  their  inheritance  beeame  an  insen* 
.  aible  addition  to  the  kingdom  of  Scotland,  which  rather 
4ook  away  an  eiiil  than  conferred  a  good ;  Sok  Ihovgh  the 
addition  of  a  neighbouring  country  may  iacreaae  n  territory, 
yet  different  laws,  interest,  and  reUgioa,  tntdy  cement 
themselves  into  a  well  compacted  or  unUed  state. 
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CONTINUATION 

To  Uie  Setttaamt  aader  tks 

HOUSE  OF  8TANIJCT. 


Alexander,  King  of  Scotland,  being  informed  of 
the  death  of  Magnus,  began  to  seine  such  of  the  ont  isles 
as  lay  most  coaTcnient  for  him,  while  the  afiairs  of  the 
little  kingdom  of  Man  were  wholly  distracted ;  bnt  Mag- 
nus, King  of  Norway,  son  of  Aquinms,  tfainldag  to  apply 
some  remedy  to  them,  sent  his  chancellor  into  Scotbnd, 
with  offers  to  surrender  the  Isle  of  Man  uid  Bute,  on  con- 
dition he  should  peaceably  enjoy  the  remainder.  Bat 
Alexander  brarely  rqected  the  oflEer,  with  a  prMestatkm  he 
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tNoaM  wn  or  loB04hMi  ail  $  und  in.  {larsiiaaM  theveof  began 
to  rednee  tkwi  Mafrlyi.wllb  wtooom.  B«i  AvLtiag  Us  ea- 
gageoiMi  di^ireit^  a  aaw  coiaoM>ti#n'  at ose  in  the  lale  of. 
Man^  wlMh.fpare  luai  nmme  oonceni  aad  nneasiiiets,  at 
inteadiag  to  uaile  ibo  wbote  kb^dom  of  Iba  islas  to  that 
of  ScatlaJMly  and  apprahaadfaig  Utde  oppoaition  firom  that 
of  Man. 

Bitt  the  Manx  Histat y  informa  ub,  that  the  widow  of  the 
late  King  Magniia).  a  woman  of  a  haughty  and  intriguing 
apirit,  who  by  the  death  of  Reginald  had  cleared  her  own 
way  to  the  kingdom,  and  secretly  in  lore  with  a. certain 
knight  who  had  alain  Reginald,  her  Uto.buaband*a  brother^ 
named  lyar,  now  thoaght  hii|i  the  fitteet  person  to  supply 
the  Taeanoy,  there  being  no  lawful  successor,  except  the 
daughter  of  Regioaldt  and  she  but  a  child.  The  danger 
from  Sootland  aeemed  pressing ; .  but  what  will  not  love 
and  the  temptatlanfl  of.  a.  crown  peritaade.  fuen  to  ? 

lyarj  thenin  the  Tigourjaf  ^bi^  age,  gay,  generous,  and 
popular ;  the.  bold^t,  that  bva^aat,  «^i  U^  best  of  all  the 
natiYes ;  one  that  had  iTii^ues  enough  to  sa^e,  and  vicea 
enough  to  ruip  a  nation  •$  reodity  embraced  the  offer  of  bia 
kind  friend  the  widow,  bis  mistress,  wko  had  elitirely  for- 
got all  afJBctim*  as  f^  ••  duty  and-aUegiaiiee,  to  her  late 
huslt^and's  niece  and  legal  succeasor  the  Princess  Mary. 
Her  pride,  ambition  aufl  ji^piri^  kwd  temper  could  think 
of  nothing  less  Uian  a  crown. . 

But  the  child  Mary  was  so  happy  as  to  be  left  under  the 
oare  and  guard  of  Just,  sina«re,  and  affectionate  friends^ 
whp^  whilat  the  widow  and  her  buUy,  lyar,  were  maiung 
their,  way  to  the  govarnmant^  took  care  ;lo  bare  Mary  se- 
cretly conyeyad  into  ^BnglfLnd,  with  all  ..the  public  deeds 
and  chartcars,  equaUy  fearing  the  danger  she  was  in  at 
heme  as  well  asfironpi  abroad;. but,  being  got  into  safety, 
we  wUl  leaye  her  Car. a  while  to  attend  and  wait  her  good 
jfartune. 

In  the  interim^  Ifar  yigaroualy  prepares. for  the  dafeaca 
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of  his  new  kingdom,  aid  at  least  nmWm  todMerw,  If 
not  enjoy  die  crown.  B«t  Um  lalo  of  Man  oo«ld  do  Htde 
singly  ivith  the  nave  potent  kmgdan  of  Sootlaad;  Ut 
Alexander  haTing  now  rodneed  aH  Ao  out  iaioe,  oenda  a  m* 
nerous  army  under  Alexander  Peaaley  and  Jolm  C^Hnmin^ 
who  landed  at  Ranneaway,  now  Derby  Ila^cn^ln  the  year 
liTO.  Ivar,  though  much  infSmor  in  number,  (aa  being 
deprited  of  all  aasfatanee  from  abroad,)  reeehred  ttem  with 
a  reaohition  natural  to  the  Manx  nation,  and  feught  them 
otoutty,  and  aa  bratdy  fell  with  the  expiring  libetty  of  hia 
Muntry,  and  with  Idm  &re  hundred  and  Ihiity-^oven  of  the 
lower  of  the  people. 

Thus  the  kingdom  ci  the  ialee  was  whtMy  rvdocod,  in 
which  the  King  of  Seottand  bad  apent  four  years,  to  wit, 
from  liM  to  1970.  The  King  «^  Norway,  now  seeing  the 
ktttgdom  of  the  isles  lost,  sent  his  chaacrilor  a  second  tfano 
either  to  redeem  it  or  compouud  for  a  tribute.  The  first 
irtm  absohitdy  rejected ;  but  to  end  fhrther  disputes,  a 
peace  was  concluded  under  setteral  artldes ;  of  whiefa  the 
payment  of  four  thousand  marks  ready  money,  and  one 
hundred  pounds  by  way  of  tribtite,  were  tlie  prinaipal. 
No  notice  was  taken  of  Mary,  the  child,-  nor  her  tight, 
Aough  last  of  tiie  fiunily  of  Ooddard  Crowman,  which  bad 
heM  the  goTcmment  two  hundred  years,  ami  were  now 
succeeded  by  Alexander,  'King  of  SeoHand,  Who  enjoyed 
it  by  a  mixt  title  of  arms  and  ptircbase,  and  governed  by 
his  thanes  or  lieutenants :  the  Urst  of  whom  was  Ooddard 
M'Manus,  too  honest  a  man  tomakc^  a  good  gOTemor  in 
Us  princess  sense,  who,  tot  reusing  to  be  concerned  iis  tiw 
murder  of  three  bretnrett  descended  frcMi  the  flirmer  race,' 
Was  remoTed  after  he  had  held  tUs  station  four  yesiS. 

To  him  succeeded  AHen,  a  man  that  understood  ids 
king^s  pleasure  better  than  how  to  gorern  his  people  w^. 
He  was  imperious,  cruel,  hard-lieartBd,  inexorable,  too 
much  of  the  bully  for  the  goremor,  and  too  litde  for  tiie 
soldier.    The  people  til  tUa  time  had  followed  thdr  here- 
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diterf  kings  wiflt  a  ekMrftilr  a«ftive  •bcdienee^  by  wUoh 
diey  were  enabled  not  only  lo  secure  tbemselyee,  .bat  often 
to  mke  oonqufsto  abroad;  but  iaotoad  of -the  Keneious 
imnoM  of  tbeir  aaoestom,  they  were  now  dd^enerated 
into  a  milka  and  enpMie  negligence,  and  their  only  study 
was  how  they  might  legally  disobey^  This  incraased  tho 
thane's  severity;  for  the  OMNre  a  people  saflEur^.the  more 
men  of  brntioh  and  cruel  souls  insults      . 

At  last,  grown  despefato  by  theif  miseries,  4lie  natiTes 
nfliTsrsally  rose  against  the*  Scots  nation,,  with  a  resolatioo 
oMier  to  oitiirpate  them,  or  fall  to  a  man  themselTes ;  but 
by  the  interposition  of  their  good  bishop,  ibey.  agreed  to 
end  tto  dispnite  by  acteibat  of  thirty  oi^  a  side.  The 
thane,  who  had  been  the  occasion  d  the  qaarral,  as  he 
stood  speetator  of  the  fight,  was  jNressed  to.  death  by  the 


The  Manxmen  lost  the  day,  and  all-  their  thirty  combat* 
ants  «bH;  the  Sects  lest  twenty-fiTo.  This  last  straggle 
of  the  Manx  nation  made  the  Scottish  kmg  sosible  of  his 
Mwo  policy* 

'  He  therefore  sent  oiFer  Maurice  OkerfiMr,  a  wise  and 
WorAy  magistrate,  one  whoso  prndonoe  madelnm  levetenc* 
ed  in  peace,  as  his  hooonr  did  in  armsy  which  rendered 
him  terrible  i|i  war,  dreadfiil  to  the  otubbem,  tender  to  the 
paor,  and  mereifnl  to  the  aflUotcd.  Ip  him  the  exactness 
of  the  soldisr  gnre  an  airand  ^goar  to. the  laws,  and  tho 
inenesiri  nf  the  gentleman  softened  tbeir  ^our  in  execu*- 
tlon,^  by  an  exodknt  mixtoto  of  moderation  and  savarity* 
He  made  ithis  bnsinesa  to  allay  the  animosiaes  of  the  two 
ftictiMs,  and  so  Smt  soeeeed^  that-he  caused  thidy  cross 
niarrlagso  to  be  celebrated  in  one  day,  Heheld.  the  gOTcrn* 
nfsnt  tteeo  yearsy  abd  died  inrlMB,  equatty  lamented. by 
koth  nsftions. 

Okf^ftdr  was  sneooeded  by  one  Brennsy  who  pmr^ned  tho 
gentle  and  moderate  prinoiples  of  his  pvedeoessor ;  and 
taught  the  people^  the  art  of  fishing.    He  was  unhappily 
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slain  in  sone  rManunter  with  ikt  Ili|^lniidkn»  in  Um 
year  1887. 

Braniii  vmn  suooQ^ded  .by  DauU^  a  fenon  of  ffteU 
birth  and  reputation ;  but  b9w,loiif  ho  had  tho  goTonMont 
10  uncertain^  for  in  tho  yaw  1M0  King  fidvrnrd  L  gavo 
the  Isle  of  Man»  &c.  lo  Walter  do  UuntenMNnb ;  for  upon 
the  ourrooder  of  the  iiland  by  Riohaad  do  B«q(o»  ivha 
probably  had  been  inthiatod  vith  it  by  one  of  Urn  eanqio. 
^tors  of  the  drown  of  Sootlattd,  King  Bdward^  in  tho 
oghteontb  year  of  hia  reign,  comfenilUod  the  ooatody  of  thio 
idand  to  the  afveoaid  WaUor  do  Hunleroonib»  jbl  very 
brave  and  honest  man,  who  the*  year  failowingi^.  by  hia 
master^s  order,  surreademd  it  to.  John  BaKialt.  %mg  ef 
Bcotknd,  with  a  aalio,  Mtwitkntandiaf,  to  King  JSdward'o 
right,  and  thai  of  all  other  pretenders. 

Whether  he  was  ever  possessed  of  it  doth  not  nppstr^  foff 
the  Soottish  nation  was  at  that  timo  greatly  enAfaiW. by 
the  faotiona  of  Brace  and  BaUol,  ooni|potito«s  fot  the  orownu 
King  Edward  waa  obosen  as  arbiUialor  of  their  diAaroooeato 
and  being  at  Perih,  or  St.  John's  Town,  Mary,rtlis  ii«t  of 
the  oU  fonily,  and  wife  of  John  do  Waldeboef,  anwlo  hsr 
claim,.and  offered  to  do  her  homi^  for  tho  Islo.^f.  Jinn, 
bnt  was  answered,  she  makt  cl«m  itiof  tho  King  o^  8m^ 
land,;  who  then  hol4  it* 

It  also>appears  bfipetition  to  KingvEdirard  I.  IniParlitr* 
vwnt,  in  thothirty-third  yearof  hia  reign,  thait 'whik'tUn 
isle  was  in  the  hands  of  John  BalioV  King  of  Soom^  Mm^ 
ry,  the  wifo  of  John.de..W^dobocf,tpnasMting  hesi  ^igkH 
to  the  Isle  of  Han^  wan-answored,  aba  mnst  proabania  it 
before  the  King  of  Scotlnnii,  who  then  hold  it  aa  nhow. 
Bat  she  dying  in  the  pranoautioii,  ttio  4gbi  dssoo^ded  ^In 
William,  her  aon  and/hoir,  and  from.him  to  John  his  aon^ 
and  from  him  to  Mary  his  daughter,  who  survived  her 
brother,  And  then  elaiiOed  the ; Isle  nf  Sfaii,  aa.tsrue.and 
lawful  hdr,  and  w$s  Ofaswetoji]^  l<ei  it  ba  heMd.  iB  the 
Ring's  Bench,  and  jastiop  .dene. 
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In  ttie  ^Idrtywfiftli  of  the  aforesaid  prinee's  reign  there  is 
a  menoraUe  record  extast,  in  Mr.  Prinn,  of  our  kiag^a 
vi|^t,*ajid  seiaare  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  for  his  own  nse, 
npon  the  diapoaaesaiag  of  Henry  Bello  Monte ;  the  custody 
whereof  was  granted  to  Gilbert  de  Makaakall,  during  plea- 
aoie,  who  had  expended  one  thousand  two  hundred  and 
filleen  powMls  three  sbiHtaga  and  fourpenee,  in  defence  of 
itagaiaai^he  Soots,  and  likewise' laid  out  three  hundred 
and  eighty  poaads  seventeen  shillings  and  sixpence  in  tic- 
taaby  wMsh  detkerkig  to  the  goTcmor  at  the  castk  of 
Oarlisfe,  to  viotital  it  agaiajst  the  Seots;  both  the  auma  were 
allowed. him  upon  his  petition,  and  ordered  to  be  paid. , 

tkimg  Edward.  I.  simi' after  dying,  tras  anoceeded  by  Us 
aen,  the  ssoond  of ithat  name.  This  fickle  prince  made  no 
tea  than  three  grants  In  one  year,  to  so  many  of  his  fa- 
wouritaa,  to  wit,  Percy  de  Gaveslon,  Gilbert  de  M'Gascall^ 
and  Henriens  de  Bdlo  MoHte.  The  grant  to  the  last  is  to 
he  aeen  at  large  in  Mr.  ChaUmien  These  uncommon  pro* 
•readings  put  the  island  in  great  disetder  and  confusion^ 
.which  gaye  King  Rdbert  Briiee.an  opportunity  of  ending 
all  ceniiOTaraies,  by  asserting  Ae  right,  of  the  crown  of 
.Sootland ;  and  in  t||ie  year  1813,  sat  down  before  the  castle 
of  Ruahe»>' whic^  for  six  months  was  obstinately  defended 
hy  one  IKagay  DowiH,  though  in  nAose  name  we  do  not 
And.  But  not  long  after,  it  was  granted  to  Bobert  Ran* 
•dolph,  B«rl  of  Murray,  during  whose  govemment,  in  the 
year  MM,  Richard  Le'MandeyiHe,  with  a  numerousr  train 
'Of  Irish,  landed  at  Ranneaway,  (now  Derby  Haven,)  de* 
smnding  tiotaals  and  money,  which  being  denied  thenr, 
tiiey  divided  themselTes  into  two  troops,  and  under  the  hift 
WaFsfidd,  now  Baitowl,  found  the  natives  drawn  up,  but 
.Ihcur  spirits  so  d^eeied  by  thefar  loss  of  liberty,  invaaions, 
depredations,  and  frequent  change  of  masters,  that  they 
made  little  or  no  resistmee. 

'    Thfe  con^tnerkirs  grievously  spoiled  the  whde  island  and 
abbey  of  Rudteut  and  after  a  month's  stay  returned  into 
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Irdaad.  Aftnr  tiiit  the  ficotdi  writors  teU  m  #f  a  gtnl 
to(he]>dLeof  Albaay,  tbe  jmt  oMerteift ;  mmUmO^,  «» 
liardiftline,  the  Kuig^s  AUiOMri  who  wm$  nmH  omt  te 
take  care  of  raUipoii)  and  the  reCamatiea  of  miancri, 
then  wholly  de^netaled  there. 

He  wrote  agakist  witehoraft,  a  praetieo  too  fto^oat  im 
Oat  place  io  thoae  days.    And  for  the  botler  ehwalatioo  of 
bm iaoK,  he  is  said  to  have  miated  a  .osvtain  cofqier  oaM, 
with  the  Uo^'s  eilgiss  da  the  ooo  side»  aad  a  cross  on  tiss 
other  side^  with  this  iascriptioD,  Cr$ut  mt  CkriUim^nmm 
jpferio:  the  tsrsss  of  Christ  is  the  glory  of  Ghristiaas.    1^ 
say  troth,  wo  hate  s#  little  oeita«iity  of  Aose  tuDos,  thai 
we  ratiier  expose  thafer  igttoraaoo  thaa  iafom  oarodses ; 
only  this  is  certain  on  all  heads,  that  in  the  year  l«d4>^  a^ 
in  the  sorenA  of  Bdwavd  II.  this  island  was  rotahen  hy 
the  Scots,  and  John  do  Bfardn,  at  thai  tiaM  a  potsnt  aaii 
•eminent  aiaiff4n  tUs  ble,  and  hio  fcaifly,  were  dWvoa  tmm 
ihenee,  after  preat  losses  sostainod,  into  Ireland.    Whsso* 
vponthekhiy,  npoa  his  appiieation»  wrote  to  his  Jnttiao 
Chancellor  and  Treaswror  of  Ireland,  to  allow  hlsi  a  cook 
petent  natntenanco  for  Hk  braYo  endeanwro  to  oervo  hisv; 
who,  after  hatiof  NfresMed  fainaolf,   and  ooHaotod  hk 
friends  together,  with  whatfcvooshoooild  possihiy  lais^ 
returned  to theisland,  eKpoDsd tte fleets^ and reststod  tho 
king's  anthorityji    l^pon  wUdh  Oe  Uog  agai»  wsoto  to  hb 
lyfRoers  in  Ireland,  to  aUow  Urn  a  competeat  maintononeo 
for  hitnsolf,  hit  iMnily,  and  soldiers,  Ofwo  oetoi^  refmimtt. 
Srave  actkint  merit  agreeable  towaids,  iaetaaced  m  the 
leyaky,  doty,  and  integrity  of  the  aboTO  geodeman^  aad 
the  Justice  and  generosity  of  the  prince  in  rettorn  thoraoR- 
We  come  neat  to  Mary,  the  kst  of  the  fcrnUy  of  eoddard 
Crewman,  whom  we  loft  attending  her  fertone  at  Londoii^ 
where  she  married  John  do  Waldebeof,  a  geatleman  of 
eminent  note  and  figure,  by  ahum  she  left  a  sen  named 
WilHam,  who  entered  his  obuns  hi  Paillameat,  in  the 
thirty-third  of  Edward  i.  bat  died  boftfae  aayttUiif 
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4letennmed  tlierein,  and  left  a  daughter  Mary.  Tbis  lady 
Mmiaf  to  Englaml  with  her  grahdmother^s  deeds  and 
ehartersy  east  herself  at  tiie  feet  of  King  Edward  III.  im* 
ploring  bis  majesty^  assistance.  -  That  generous  prince  not 
only  gave  her  his  protection,  hut' married  her  to  Sir  iVilli* 
am  Montacute,  whom  Mr.  Speed  styles  the  chief  star  in  the 
firmament  of  England  ;  for  he  Was  magnanimous/  affable^ 
aetire,  and  generous  eren  to  a  fimlt.'  His  merits  had  ac- 
i^ired  him  the  esteem  of  the  greatest  of  our  English 
monarchs. 

-  The  king  ga^e  him  both  soldiers  and  8faq>ping'to  prosev 
ente  his  lady^s  right,  which  he  did  so  successfully^  that  in 
a  short  time  he  recovered  the  island  from  the  Scottish  go^ 
Temment;  and  the  Manx  History  says,  that  excellent 
prince  caused  him  to  be  crowned,  and  styled  King^of  Man-; 
anno  1M4,  according  to  Daniel  and  Stow. 

But  as  the  gaimng  a  man^s  right  often  costs^  him  *  more 
than  it  is  worth,  he  had  contracted  so  great  a  debt,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  mortgage  the  ishutd  to  Anthony  Beck^ 
Bishop  of  Durham,  for  seren  years.  This  bishop  was 
styled'Patriarch  of  Jerusalem,  a  proud,  busy,  crafty,  co- 
vetous prelate  of  little  good  nature,  but  abnndtNice  of 
glraoe;  and  as  usurpers  genersHy  gripe  hard  when  they 
have  got  possession,  so  lie  obtained  a  second  grant  thereof 
from  Richard  II.  for  his  life,  after  whose  decease  the  island 
doTolved  upon  William  Montacute,  Earl  of  Salisbury,  the 
descendant  of  the  aboye  William,  who,  in  the  year  1W8^ 
sold  it  to  Sir-William  Scroop,  CbambariMn  to  the  king,  as 
appears  by  record,  riz.  WMehtm^  le  Scroop  emit  dSf 
Dommo.  WUhehno  Momtmuto  tnouiam  eubonisB  est  Man^ 
mm,  e$i  nempe  ju»  ^psus  insulm  ut  qui$qm»  iUus  ni 
Dmmmms  Bex  Wfeetwr  ni  eHam'faSj  est  corona  aurea  coro--^ 
mart.  '      ' 

This  Sir  William  Scroop,  afterwards  Eart  of  Wiltshire, 
is  said  to  have  had  all  thovices  of  a  great  statesman,  subtle, 
fawning,  Isise,  designing,  timorous  and  unjust,  covetous 
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wd^tffibilioiw;  u4  W  support. kit  fw»  aatWritf ,  «iiM  % 
fe9k  p^ioqe  iii,lo  a  Myarale  uilere»t  frfiii,kis  pBopk^  wfcigh 
in  th9  end  proved  the  rut«  of  then  both.;  for  tk^  sobUkf  ^ 
]u4  /aUe  to  bear  bis  ineflence  and  iU .  aeage^  vo«»  afoiiiat 
the  tM^Sf  M>^mb  luuwcoessfulljr,  amoeg  wfa^aa  tbe  grmi 
Earl  of  Warwicky  a  true  nu^ntaaiep  of  EagUsti  Uber^j^ 
vas  banUbed  \»  tbe  ble  of  Man,  but  eooa  after  reoaUed. 
.  F^r,  ^he  ])uke  of  Laaeaater  (afterwarda  Kiftg  )Keaqi 
|V.)  landJDg  ia  KngkfciMJi  was  ufuvcrsaUj  reeeived  by  the 
nobility  and  people,  and  Sir  William  Scroop,  Eail  of 
IHTiltebirei  had  bis  head  straek  off  without  a»y  iEsnnal  pro- 
fiess,  for  MiagoTerniog  the  king  and  kiagdooi;  and  tbe 
I^  .pf  Me^  ym^B  graI^ed  by  K^iag  Henry  IV.  te  Heorj 
Pieaoyy  flarl  of  Northanheriandy  upen^oooditioD  he  shenM 
carry  the  Lancaster  smord  (iri^  tvhioh  the  iuag  was  gift 
when  he  entered  Ejigiaiid,)  on  Us  left  yhoulder  at  his  own 
i^ronatjoor  and  bis  aneoeaaors  the  Kingji  of  JBngknAfer 
e»er, 

TUs^sarl  wen  a  bqi^  enterpprisiaffy  liiH^rMys  wd  asibi^ 
(ions  mso,  a  jbsbIous  Assertpr  of  the  power  of  tbe  nnUii^ 
for, wbieht  be  feljk  under  an  attainder;  bnf  w«s,  not  loi^ 
f|ter»  restored  to  all  his  lands  and  hoaonra^  the  lain  of 
Mav  9Aly  e^oaptedy  wbicfh  he  waa  depsiwed  of  by  ant  ef 
J^arlifmeipt.  The  Isile  of  Man  ait  first,  was  erdemd  W  br 
Map4  by  Sir  Joh«  Stanley  and^  8i|f  WilMtin  Staofey^  fer 
the  king's  nss  eyly. 

^  Bat  ia  the  m%A  of  Henry  IV.  the  king  Made  a  gaatfit 
theveef  ^to  Sir  Josbn  Stanley  for  Itfs,  in  the  WMHKhef  OMn- 
jbier;  and'w  the  sioUh  of  the  ensniqg  Afn\  Sit  4^km 
Stanley  dehveted  ,np  the  aaid  ffrant  te^  be  taneettad  in 
ekpneiVir  j.  and  the  kinf^  ia  e^naideration  of  the  aaid  sm^ 
rtader^  ^d  other  t^uaU^  «m«h9»  an4  o»acQWlona  by  Sir 
John  Stanley,  regranted  tbe  -said  island  to  him,  his  heiss 
and  sucqessors^  with  the  omUq  aftd  f^  ^  Mai^  and  all 
coyaUies^  vc^jalitieBy  fraaehiees,  &o«  'with  Ibe  peteem^e  ef 
the  bislioprio,iniiafujla«d«pplean)m»er4*lthoiiheei 


granted  U  any  foriser  lord,  to  be  held  of  ^e  crown  of 
finglandy  per  homagium  leffium^  paying  unto  the  king  a 
east  of  faieons  at  thei^corobalion^  afiTeiS  such  homage  made^ 
-in  lieu  of  all  denands,  customs,  &c.  whatsoever.    Anno 

In  the  reign  of  bis  late  majesty,  Ckorge  I.  the  Parlia* 
mentiaking  i|ii6'iSMisid«f&tibn/«he  ti^ry  that  was  done  to 
the  revenue,  by  the  peculiar  situation  of  the  Isle  of  Man, 
for  running  foreign  gnoda  into  tbis^kingdom,  (which  could 
no  way  be  avoided,  as  it  was  a  private  property,  and  go«- 
vemed  by  particular  laws  of  its  own,)  proposed  to  the 
Duke  of  Athol,  the  propricitbr  theredf  by  right  of  marriage 
into  the  Stanley  family^  to  deliver  it  in^4ll».lnnds  erf  the 
fovamment,  for  a  atipolat^  eu|B,.  supposed  to  be  e^iva- 
\mt  to  it^  value*  Biit  the  4iAe»  HnwilUiif  to  aliena^  so 
large  a:fifop^ct|r  0S  bis  faniUy^  and  wUeh  h(|djM|en:eiijoyed 
whhao siuek dignity  by  his  flttoestors,  nsadatl  lyia 0Bdea4 
youM  t9  atop  finqli  a.propoaal,  and  «»er4e4  all  bis  intietfeet 
to  si^fMMls  ltlM»  pmsoeulaon  <fcoreof>  Acoordiogly4iu:  yomo 
tim^  the  nl&ir  wan  anspraded  ^  hut  the  abuses  appealing 
BMre  a«d  more  flagrant,  and^be  injury  every  day  inereM^ 
ing ,  in  apita  o"^  the  pow<^r  of  aeltf  of  Parliamettt  to  stiqp^ 
isresa  it,  the  PitdAanient:paased  an  not,  empoweriip^  esrti^n 
pasMAS  to  tiroaft  wUh  Ihe  duke  £9r  the  purehaae  ihefOof> 
arhieb^  after /sMeral delays,  was  dMtentiiAed^  uponeondt* 
tioa  of  the  govenunentfs  paying  9t  a  stipulaled  llnie  the 
•Ml  04  Siy»f^f  for  4be  ufie  of  tte  then  present  Duke  and 
IlntoheM  of  Alhol,  or  iheit  heira,  or  the  hem  of  ather#f 
thwu  Jn  4Jha  yav  IMA,  the  titae  fixed>  tfie  money  hem^ 
lodged  4a  the  bank  of  England,  pnirf^iaDt  to  the  afr^entent^ 
to  «b#v0,  Ihe  loUowiiig  pvo^tamatien  kippeardd  In  the  ga* 
Mttey  whi^h  flMtty  4elMs»in<ftd  tUs  f  rMt  «nd  in^enatl 
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A  PROCLABIATIOlf , 

for  eontimmimp  Officert  t»  the  ISLB  of  MAN. 


GEORGE  R. 

^T  HE-REAS  by  an  ftot  mtide  in  the  Inst  session  of  Par- 
Hameot,  entituled,  ''  An  Aet  for  carrying  into  exeoution  a 
eon  tract  made,  pursuant  to  tlie  Aet  of  ParUaraeot  of  Hm 
twelfth  of  his  late  majesty  King  George  I.  between  the 
Comqaissioners  of  his  Majesty's  Treasury,  aikl  the  Duko 
and  Diitchess  of  Athol,  the  Proprietors  of  the  Isle  of  Man, 
and  their  Trustees,  for  the  purchase  of  the  said  Island  an4 
its  dependencies,  under  certain  exceptioiis  therein  particu* 
krly  mentioned,** — ^It  is  enacted,  That  from  and  hmnedi* 
ately  after  the  payment  into  the  bank  of  England,  by  ns^ 
our  heirs,  or  successors,  in  the  names  of  John  Dake  of 
Athol)  and  Chariotte  Dutchess  of  Athol  his  wife,  Baroness 
Strange,  Sir  Charles  Frederick,  Knight  of  the  niMt  ho« 
Bourable  order  of  the  Bath,  and  BSdmund  Hoskins,  Bsq* 
or  the  surviirofs  or  sunriTor  of  them,  of  the  sum  of  soTeaty 
tiiousand  pounds,  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  June,  in 
tfie  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  six* 
ty-flire,  the  island,  eastte,  peel,  and  lordship  of  the  Isle  of 
Man,  and  all  the  islands  and  lordships  to  the  said-  Island 
of  Man  appertaiaing,  together  with  the  royalties,  regali- 
ties, franchises,  liberties,  and  sea  ports  to  the  same  belong* 
ing,  and  all  other  the  hereditaments,  and  premises,  therein 
particularly  described  and  mentioned,  (except  as.  therein  it 
^Lcepted^  should  be,  and  they  were  thereby  unalienably 
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vested  in  iis^  oar  hein,  and  snocessora^  freed  find  dieehftrg*- 
ed,  and  absolutely  aequitted,  exempted^  and  indemnified^ 
of,  from, ,  and  against,  all  estates,  uses,  trusts,  entails^ 
reversions,  remainders,  limitations,  charges,  encumbrances^ 
titles,  claims,  and  demands  whatsoeyer.  And  whereas  we 
have  caused  to  be  paid  into  the  said  bank  of  England,  in 
the  names  of  the  naid  Duke  and  Dutchess,  of  Athbl,  Sir 
Charles  Frederick,  and  Ednrand  Hoskins,  the  said«um  of 
seventy  thousand  pounds,  on  the  seventeenth  day  of  May 
last  past,  whereby,  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  act  of  Par- 
fiament,  the  immediate  care  of  our  said  island,  and  of  our 
loving  subijeots  therein,  is  now  devolved  upon  us.  And 
.whereas  by  our  commission,  bearing  even  date  with  these 
^esent,  .we  have  constituted  and  appointed  our  trusty  and 
iyrellobeloved  John  Wood,.  Esq.  to  be  our  governor  in 
•ehief,  and  captain  general,  in. and  over  our. said  island, 
jieel,  and  lordship.of  Man,  and  all  the  islands,  forts>  cas« 
ties,  and  lordships,  thereunto  appertaining.  We,  being 
idesirous  to  provide  for  the  due  and  regular  administration 
ot  justice  within  our  said  Inland  of  Man,  and  the  territor 
ries  and  dependencies  to  the  same  appertaining,  and  to 
seeure  the  peace  and  good  order  thereof,  and  to- promote^ 
to  the  utmost  of  our  poww,  the.hanpiness  and  proeperitf 
«f  all  our  loving  subjects  residing  within'  the  same,  have 
thought  fit,  with  the  advice  of  oar  privy  council,  to  issue 
.this  our.  royal  proclamation,  hereby  strictly  .commanding 
.and  reqniring  all  manner  .of  persons  whatsoever,  to  pay 
.due  regard  and  obedience  to  ibe  said  act  of  Parliament, 
and  our  said  royal  commisebn,  and  cheerfully  and  dutifully 
.to  submit  themsdves  to  our  said  governor  .so  appointed  by 
na  as  aforesaid,  and  to  be  aiding  and  assistiDg  to  him,  and 
all  other  onr  magistrates  and  oflkers,  in  the  lawful  dis- 
dmrge  of  their  authorities,  to  th«n  comnutted  and  iatrust- 
.od,  as  they  will  answer  the  contrary  at  their  perils.  And 
our  will  and  fdeasure  is,  that  all  officers  and  ministers  who 
now  are,  or  at  the  time  of  the  publication  of  this  our  royal 
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ptodMiiAtbn  vnAm  nor  Mnd  of  Mn  Aai  b^,  i 
in  the  adminittratiMi  mt  justice  witlua  o«r  klaad  afoMaid^ 
wd  pMrtieukorly  e«r  desk  of  Hm  railt^  a^teiaey  gnei^ 
ead  iva  4eeni»iar8»  and«ll  other  feimas  whvtooovory  tiho 
at  the  times  aforesaid  ere  or  shall  he  duly  aad  lavAiUf 
peseessed  of,  or  itirasted  in,  any  eMk  onpfeyaieai^  <0^*o^ 
only  the  offieers  a|»poiiited  and  employed  hy  die  late  pro^ 
prietors  of  our  Uand  of  Mas,  in  ooUeoliaf  aad  reasiviaf 
the  reveaaes  arisiB^  witiiia  oar  said  islaiid,  atad  the  tesnta* 
ries  aod  depeadeaeies  ef  the  saine,)  shall  Aan  heaoeferth 
held  their  respeotive  offiees,  pl«M"»  «ad  enplaymMts  e^ 
frooB,  and  vader  us,  our  heirs^  and  aooeessosSy  and  ohal 
eoBtiooe  in  <he  exeteise  th«peo^  aad  ahaU  e^joy  the  aema, 
frith  saoh  salaries,  fees,  profits,  aad  emolaaseals,  .aahaae 
hitherto  beknged  to  the  sanie  reopeetiTsly,  uatil  «ar  fioyal 
pleasure  in  this  behalf  shell  be  iiHther  kaewii.  Aad  m  4a 
strietly  eemiaaad  and  ei^ia  aU,aad  every  ihe  oaid  pereea% 
af  whateoever  raak,  ^MMiditiea,  ar  degree,  to  proceed  in  Ifce 
execution  of  the  said  respeetive  offiees,  and  to  pecfanaaU 
the  duties  thersuaie  belonging,  upoa  paia  of  our  hagbeet 
displeasure.  And  we  do  farthte  oharge  aad  eeainiaad  aH 
and  erery  ear  said  maglsti^tss,  oih^eia,^  aad  aaaislen,  aad 
all  persons  whaAsoevery  i^fho  shall  hpld  any  ulBae,  plane,  or 
eoi^ayaieat,  eoelesiasticMd,  ehril,  or  asiljatary,  within  oar 
said  leland  of  Han,  ^nd  tibe  terfiAeriae  aad  d^ndaaeiae 
af  the  siBsn,  that  withia  die  spaoeef  oae  calaader. 
from  and  afker  the  publieation  of  4ila  our 
erithitt  eureaid  island,  they  do  tahe  the  oatha  app«aaled  la 
he  taken  hy  an  aet  of  ParKamaat  passed  ip  the^first 
of  the  feign  of  his  late  UH^gtj  King  Geeege  I< 
•"An  Aot  fcr  the  ftarther  asourity  of  Us  A{^|eety?a  ] 
afid  goreniaient,  and  the  suoeeseioa  of  the  orawa  in  the 
heirs  ef  the  late  Priaoeea  Sophia,  being  Piateetanta ;  aad 
for  extiagolshing  «he  hopes  <>f  the  pretended  Priaee  ef 
Wales,  and  his  open  Abettors  ;'*  and  alee  i^ake  aad  aahi* 
acrihe  the  declaratioa  mca^oaed  in  an  ant  af  Paihaiaait 
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fttdein  the'timitjr-^tb  yeatr  of  Ae  rei^  of  Km^  Charlsi 
H.  «Diit«fe^  *^Aii  Act  for  pverentiiig  dangers  wlxieb  majr 
iMqypeft  from  Kopidi  Reowante/'  in  tlie  presenee  of  out 
aatd  ga^et nior,  Ms  KeoteBant^  or  depaty,  or  ifi  tbe  stiperiov 
Mwt  or  courts  of  record  m  our  said  island^  upon  pain  of 
oar  highest  displeasure,  and  as  they  will  answer  tbe-oiHi^ 
trary,  at  their  utmost  perils.  And  our  will  and  pleasure 
Aaffthor  h^  tlnct  sdl  jurisdktiofiB  ahd  authorities  whatsoever, 
which  were  heretofore  eanricd  on  and  exercised  in  the  nstite 
of  the  Lord  of  our  said  Island  of  Man  for  the  time  being, 
or  of  any  other  *persott  or  {>eTsons  whitsoever,  and  which 
are  now  yested  in  us,  our  heirs,  and  successors,  by  virtue 
of  the  said  act  of  Parliament,  shall  be  henceforth  carried 
OB  ftftd  €»ercioed  in  the  Bttno  of  us,  o»r  heirs  and  8ttcoe»- 
sors  only ;  and  that  all  writs,  precepts,  processes,  orders, 
injunctions,  and  all  other  forms  of  law  and  justice,  and  all 
aots  of  state  and  policy,  for  tbe  due  ordering  and  govern- 
ment of  our  said  island,  and  the  territories  and  dependen- 
cies thereunto  belonging,  shall  be  issued  and  executed  in 
Ihe  name  and  by  the  autbortty  of  us,  our  heirs,  or  succes- 
sors, or  onr  governor  or  lieutenant,  or  deputy  governor, 
for  the  tame  being,  afipoiiited^  or.'  to  be  appointed  by  us, 
our  heirs,  and  successors,  and  in  no  other  name,  and  by  no 
Other  authority  whatsoerer.  An&  we  do  hereby  strictly 
command  and  enjoin  our  said  governor,  and  all  other  our 
iMgiMMite»  Md  oflleei^^  Hithia  Mi  laid  island,  lOid  the 
tocfiiiirioo  and  deptndi^noios  to  Aie'simebelo«§«ing,  .toseo 
ttds  o«r  royal  pi«a<dan>»lion  duly  carried  into  execbtion ; 
and*  to'  oanfto  the  sanMJ  to  b^poftlicly  read  us  all  the  prin^ 
olpa!  towm  of  the  adidisIaAdt^  hetweon  the  boutfs  of  elei^ee 
te  the  morning,  and  two  in  the  ifteiftioon ;  and  printed 
copies  thereof  to'be  hfnketfinihe  vroel  pubKc  plates  of  the 
iiune,  and  to  be  distiibiital.tQratt  Hm  ministers  dTehttrches, 
ehapels,  and  other  places  of  religious  worahipr^  vrithifll  our 
eaUf  fisleed,.  and  the  tenritedke  and  de^dentoe  tholvulito 
Monging.    And  we  do  hereby  lastly  charge  and  eenEHttttod 


43  HISTORY  OF  THE 

all  ministers  of  cbarches,  chapels^  and  other  places'  of 
religious  worship  aforesaid,  puUiely  to  read  this  our  royal 
proclamation  therein,  on'  the  next  Lord's  'day  after  they- 
shall  receive  the  same,  during  the  time  of  dirine  service, 
immediately  before  the  homily  or  service,  upon  pain  of  onr 
highest  displeasure. 

Given  at  our  court  at  St.  James*s,  the  twenty-first  day 
#f  June,  1765,  in  the  fifth  year  of  our  reign. 

GOD  SAVE  THE  KINO. 


A 

TOPOGRAPHICAL  DESCRIPTION 

OFTttB 

ISI.E  OF  MAN. 


JL  HE  roost  general  division  of  this  Isle  is  into  north  and 
liouth,  each  of  which  has  its  castle,  deemster  or  judge, 
and  vicar  general ;  and  both  are  subdivided  into  seventeen 
parts  or  parishes,  distinguished  by  the  name  of  kirks.  The 
saints  to  T^hom  they  were  in  old  time  dedicated,  vis. 

Kirk  Christ,  of  Rushen. 

Kirk  Harbery,  dedicated  to  St.  Columbus.  » 

Kirk  MelttOj  dedicated  to  St.  Lapus. 

Kirk  Santon. 

Kirk  Bradon,  which  signifies  a  Salmon  in  the  Ifann 
language. 
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.    KkkMarcotti.  . 

Kirk  C^acan,  dedicated  to  St.  CoBca,  mother  to  SU 
Patrick. 

Kirk  Cannon.   . 

Kirk  Maugbald. 

Kirk  Christy  of  Ayre. 

Kirk  Bride  or  Bridget,  a  Parsonage. 

Kirk  Andrew,. the  Archdeaconry. 

Jorby,  or  St.  Patrick,  of  Jorliy. 
.   Ballough,  a  Parsonage. 
'     Kirk  Michel. 

Kirk  Oennan.        . 

Kirk  Patrick,  of  Peel. 

Their. parislieB  are  again  ditided  into  sheadings,  as  the 
poopleeall  them,  tix.  the  sheading  of  Kirk  Christ,  Rusben^ 
the  middle  sliding,  the  sheadings  of  Chirf  and  Glanfaba, 
Michflil  8licading,,mnd  Ayre  sheading,  each  of  which  has 
its  coroner,  as  the  parishes  have  every  one  a  captain  and 
ministear/aiid  every  fort  its  constable,  haribg  three  parishes 
in  every  sheading,  but  that. of  Glanfaba,  which  has  but  two 
parishes  in  it.  Hie  isbind  was  formerly  more  populous 
than  now.  it  is.  At  present,  there  are  bat  four  {mncipal 
towns,  vis. 

I.  Riishen, .  the  chief  tawis  ailiiate  on  the  nwth  side  of 
iheirie,  and  from,  a  castle  and  garrison  in  it  commoqly 
oaUed,  by  tbcEngfish,  Castletown^  It  is  the  usual  resi* 
denoe  of  the  gQvemor^  and  hath  a  market  and  fort,  but  is^. 
under  ao  speaial  oAc^,  as  a  mayor,  dderroen,  &c.  as  cor-- 
porationsiare,  but  offenders  are  apprehended  and  brought 
to  jnstioe.by^the  offiema:  <^  the.fort,  or  constable,  as  in  all 
other  towns  and  parish^.  The  castle  is  a  noble  piece  of 
antiquity,  said  to^be  .built  .by  Qutred,  the  second  of  their 
Orrys's,  grandson  of  the  King  of  Denmark.  At  the  foot 
of  .the  castle  is  a  creiek,  where  ships  sometimes  venture  in» 
not  without  danger ;  but  a  mile  distant  is  a  good  harbour, 
called..  Derby  Hayen,  secured  by  a  fort>  built  by  the  late 
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Earl  of  Derby.  Pope  Gregory  IV.  or  raAer  St.  PatiiA, 
who  came  into  the  isle,  erectsd.  an  efifeopal  See  befe  hj 
the  name  episcopal  Sedorensis,  and  his  jarisdietiMi  wa4 
extended  to  all  the  Hebrides ;  bMt  now  it  ia  Umited  to  Aia 
island.  The  bishop  uraa  formerly  reckoned  a  barotty  but 
never  sat  in  the  bouse  of  Peers,  boeaase  ha  hrid  of  a  aab- 
ject,  the  Earl  of  Deff^y,  and  not  of  tlw  kin«»  yet  hatbthe 
highest  seat  in  the  lower  houne  nf  convocation. 

II.  Douglas,  situate  an  the  east  aidn  of  tka  iale^  the 
most  populous  town,  and  the  most  spaeioiia  and  bast  baTcit 
in  the  isle,  the  mouth  of  which  is  secured  so  wall  by  a  fort,  * 
that  there  is  not  any  attempting  either  the  lawn  or  harbour 
from  the  seaward.  In  times  of  pelMie  it  ia  mack  fracplMOled 
h|f  French  aad  other  fiireigaiaray  wka  eoni  kitbar  wkh 
)Nay*sali^  wiao  itnd  hrandy,  aftd  buy  ap  caaraa  wool»  Um^ 
thnr,  and  9aU  beef»  to  carry  home ;  by  wUck  aMaaa  tUa 
lawn  ift  befoDi^  the  viiflM*  in  ibe  klo>  and  ban  »  goad 

Hi.  Ramsey  bath  alao  a  good  haTon^  dffaritod  bf  a 
bl«ck*<bottie,  hmii  by  the  late  aavL 

IV.  Peel  or  PUa,  asKiandy  aaUsd  Holmtown,  halb  a 
fort,  eDQCtad.  in  a  small  iain,  and  dp&nded  wilk  aatsang 
garriscm  which  secures  the  harbour.  The  csaHe  baa  a 
plalEstm  nannfd  Hy  well  aacand  with  cannon.  In  it  stands 
Ike  umint  catbadHtL,  dedicated  4#  St.  fieeman^  the  first 
bishop,  and  nepairad  by  tha.fiaflii  of  Darby,  as  atao  a 
ruamd  lobarek  ^sdioatad  to  SLifMrnk,  their  apaatla. 
Within  Jttiis  cisouii  is  the  lard^a  kauae^  saaaa  minow  ladg<« 
tags  of  tha  bishop's,  and  olhar  noble  nmains  af  aniMiittlgr* 

There  are  some  other  towna  of  keaer  note,  but  are  ra* 
markaUe  for  aoaae  partiouiaTS,  aa, 

Balaauii,  on  the  sontk  sUe  of  tkeiiday  where  thn  Hihap 
ganeraHy  tesidea. 

Laxy,  whiok  has  tfw  hir^sst  haTM  of  any  town  in  tha 
isle. 
.*  Tins  i^  is  aompMfiod  witk  hnga  roeks  mwid  ab4«it. 
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The  air  is  nhmrp  aod  mM  in  winter,  and  on  the  sDUlhr 
west  sida  it  lies  ofieii  ta  the  chops  of  the  cbaooely  amd  so 
jw  UaUe  to  a  salt  Yapoar,  which  sometiines  has  bad  effaet^, 
but  f enavally  la  vary  wb^riasoaie  to  Ute  in,  bavinf  fio  damps 
or  TCSMnav  tapovM  arisiag  o«t  of  the  aarth.  Thejr  hav^ 
sone  frost,  but  short  and  seldom. 

Tk  aatt  ia  the  Mfib  patfti  is  vary  h^aUhy,  saody^  and 
^^¥aUy ;  and  tha  nofflh*-aast  has  a  large  tract  ef  aieadoir 
Mllad  Oimrafrh,  whioh  was  ioAaarly  luidor  water^  but  is 
«ow  dtainad  and  wall  iinf  iwrad ;  bwt  ia  tha  soKth  there  a«e 
food  maadie^s  ai»d  paatareii* 

All  parts  af  the  isle  produaa  stove  <tf  wheat,  baorley ,  rye» 
and  oats,  of  iato^  sinde  they  ham  laailied  tha  avtrel  liming 
their  lands,  and  wmmmmg  tfasm  witb  sea^weeds ;  and  som^ 
.pfanaes  bsTO  ]^eaty  of  hoaey^  Has,  and  beoqp)  and  axpo^ 
yearly  some  flsh-oil. 

Towaads  tba.B^ddle  it  ia  iMmtainMl ;  and  the  bluest 
hill,  called  Sceafell,  yieUs  a  prospect  iato  England,  Scofr- 
4aad,  and  Irdand,  in  a  elear  dajr* 

They  have  cattle  of  all  sorts ;  but  tiiair  aieat  and  hor8e0 
are  small  and  paor,  yak  will  andtticea  great  deal  of  labour. 
Their  sheep  thriTO  weU,  are  fat,  and  well  touted ;  ami 
their  wool  is  yery  good,  especially  that  which  they  oa|l 
I^ttghton  wool,  which  wiian  oaeeftiUy  dressed  nMfces  a 
cloth  near  a  hare-colour,  which  is  cfta  of  the  greatest  nar 
tiural  rarities  of  the  country* 

They  have  plenty  of  goats  aoA  hogs  of  the  or4UiMf]r 
aicc^  besides  a  small  kind  whieh  life  wild  in  the  mouotains^ 
called  purs,  which  are  admirable  meat  ^  and  some  red  deur 
in  tha  aK>nntaitts ;  bi^  they  bekinged,  before  the  late  pes- 
sion  to  the  goTcnunent^  to  the^lord  of  the  isle,  the  GSfl  of 
J>erby»  who*  had  lately  stodkad  the.  Ca)^  a  pleasani  isle 
adjoining,  with  fallow  deer,  and  made  it  a  beautifnl  paA« 
Their  hares  are  fatter  hero  than  ia  any  oth^r  country^ 
and  they  want  not  otters,  badgers,  and  foxes. 
Fowls  also  of  seyaral  kinds  are  fomad  hmroi  as  iMrks^ 
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^hich  iti.King  Hi^nry  1V*8  time  were  in  s«eh  esteem,  that 
8ir  John  StanleVy  the  first  King  «f  Mm,  in  kts  pateot, 
was  obliged,  in  lieu  of  all  other  gervicee,  to  prasent  that 
king  and  his  sueoessors,  npon  the  dfty  of  their  coronation^ 
with  a  cast  of  hawlcs,  geese,  hens,  dvebs,  fcfcoss,  an4  wild 
fowl  in  plenty. 

'  On  the  south  side  of  the  isle  is-  another  island,  called 
the  Calf  of  Man,  which  is  stored  with  a  s<Mrt  of  sea-fowl^ 
called  puffins,  whose  flesh  is  unpleasant ;  but  bring  pickled^ 
may  Tie  with  anchovies  or  caTcar.  They  hmed  in  helea 
like  rabbits,  and  are  never  to  he  neon  bnt  in  the  montha^if 
Jnhe  and  July,  which  are  their  times  of  sitting. 

There  is  also  anoth^  kmd,  catted  barnacles,  wUdi  ave  a 
kind  of  ducks  and  drakes,  said  to  be  bred  out  of  rotten 
wood,  but  found,  npon  oeareb,  to  be  prodooed  of  eggs  aa 
other  fowl. 

Partridges  and  farkers  will  not  live  heroy  nor  any  to* 
nomous  creature  propagate  their  kind. 

Here  are  many  small  rills  of  freidi  water,  and  springs  of 
a  pure  pleasant  taste. 

Here  i»  also  a  pool  in  the  nnmnt^^nous  parts  near  Kirk 
Christ,  Rushen,  of  so  vitriolic  a  quality,  that  no  docks  or 
geese  can  Kve  near  it,  which  prohably  proceeds  from  the 
frequent  spewings  of  copper  that  are  discovered  on  all 
sides  of  those  mountains. 

They  have  sea-fish  ia  abundance,  as  salmon,  ling,  eod^ 
had^ck,  maekarel,  ray,  thomback,  plaice,  especially  her- 
rings, crabs,  lobsters,  and  cockles,  but  few  or  no  oysters*; 
but  what  they  have  are  very  large. 

They  have  no  wood  in  the  isle,  nor  is  there  a  tree  to  be 
«ieen,  though  in  former  times  there  was  great  plenty,  hh 
appears  from  Goddard  Crewman's  hiding  800  men  in  a 
wood,  and  from  the  church  called  Kirk  Arbory,  which 
seems  to  be  so  palled  from  arbor  j  a  tree,  as  also  from  the 
timber  found  in  th^ir  bogs,  and  especially  in  the  meadows 
ciiltod'  Curragh;  nor  have  they  as  yet  discovered  any  sea 
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eoal  for  iring  in  their  soil,  ealy  they  have  plenty  imported. 
The  poorer  sort  make  use  of  gorxe,  heath,  ling,  and  broom^ 
.and  a  .eoarse  sort  of  turf  or  peat  in.  dig^j^g^  ivhen  they 
(rfilen  find  oaks  laying,  under  ground. 

They  have  some  good  stone  quarries,  espeoially  lima- 

.  stone,  on  the  sea  shore,  and  the  rocks  called  Mioehaugh 

give  very  probable  signs  <^  other  minerals. .  They  biive 

also  lately  fennd  iron,  lead,  and.  c<^[iper,  and  there  is  gres^t 

probability  of  finding  eoals. 

This  island  seems  to  have  been  p^ecfled  from  the.Hebri* 
des,  or  Western  lales  of  Scotland,  and  their. laiiguage  is 
a  kind  of  Scotch-Irish,  mingled  with  Ijatin,  Greek,  aa^ 
English. 

We  have  a  speaimen  of  the  Manx  language  given  us  lA 
-  the  Lord'a  prayer,  printed  in  Bishop  Wilson's  Enchiridion, 
and  a  collection  of  the  Lord's  prayer  in  above  a  hundrad 
.languages,  printed  in  the  jfear  1703« 

The  peasants  are  tali  in  stature,  of  a  dull  surly  temper, 
and  live  in  poor  hute  made  up  of  atones  and  clay,  and 
thatched  with  broom. 

Their  gentry  are  courteous  and  affiible,  and  imitate  the 
.  Engliflh  in  their  cariiege,  apparel,  and.housekeq>ing. 

The  families  of  gentleman  named  Christian  and  CauncI 
are  of  great  antiquity,  and  out  of  them  their  deemsters  or 
judges  are  usually  chosen. 

It  is  almost  certain,  that  this  island  was  never  in  the 
possession  of  the  Romans,  and  so  retained  their  original 
simplicity  longer  than  the  rest  of  Britain. 

The  original  government  of  this  island  was  a  sort  qf 
aristocracy,  I  bad  almost  said  theocracy,  under  the  Dru- 
ids, admirably  adapted  tp  the  good  of  mankini})  and  so 
mijied  with  the  prince  and  priest,  that  religion:  and  the 
state  had  but  one  united  interest. 

All  oontrovecsies  were  ended  by  an  amicable  composi- 
,  tion,  and  tbe  iategrity  of  their  rulers  way  such,  that  their 
awards  wcr^  instead  of  laws. 
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This  was  ike  trie  paiiiaroUi  g#YerniDMi^  to  wlnoh  m^ 
tae,  not  birth,  wms  the  best  titfe,  ud  it  oupyad  im  haifb 
eontiiiMd  here  till  the  end  of  Che  fmrth  ceatvry,  whn, 
aecording  to  Mr.  CaJDbden,  oot  of  NeMiue,  thie  iakiid 
^mm  cenqaered  by  one  Bailey,  a  Soot,  who  overinroed  the 
Otteie^t  form  of  gOTernmeDt,  a^d  nried  all  by  his  owa  wlH, 
which  force,  not  reaaoo,  swayed,  till  seoesaity  obliged  ids 
OBCOessors  to  agvee  in  some  rules  and  laiwa,  whiob  wwotlie 
foundation  of  their  present  coasliintlon. 

The  laws  and  statutes  ixt  1b\m  island  ate  soeh,  as  the 
Lovd  C.  J.  Coke  saith,  that  the  like  are  not  to  bo  fowid 
any  where  doe. 

They  were  gOTemed  of  old  by  a  Jub  seriptmmj  which 
was  oommittsd  to  the  Metity  of  their  dooMtnrs,  a  oeiuia 
sort  of  judges  chosen  e^ery  year  to  deeido  aH  oontrover* 
•ies,  a  custom  reoeived  probably  from  the  Druids* 

All  possible  care  is  taken  for  tho  apoedy  eiieoution  of 
justice. 

The  goTemmeut  of  lids  isle  hath,  ever  siMe  Itseonqneat 
by  Bailey,  been  reputed  monarohial,  and  was  go^sned  by 
kings  of  Amt  own,  who  elaimed  tte  whoia  revenues  of  the 
isle;  and  all  the  inhabitants  weio  tenaaits  at  will  to  Urn ; 
bat  growing  weak  in  power,  Omj  wore  made  tributaries  to 
the  Kings  of  Enghmd,  Scotland,  or  Norway,  Thair 
names  are, 

Monnan-Moc-Lear,  sen  of  the  King  of  Uhter,  and 
brotiier  of  Fergus,  King  of  Scotland.  Him  tho  Manx 
belieTe  their  founder  and  legislator,  and  have  him  in  great 
admiration  for  bis  wisdom. 

Towards  the  end  of  his  reign,  St  Patrick,  in  hta  second 
Toyage  to  Ireland,  landed  here. 

The  names  of  his  immediate  sucoessera  are  lost,  till 

Brenus  reigned,  A.  D<  594,  who  was  succeeded  by 

Ferquard,  Fiacres,  Donald,  Outred,  Reginald,  OtaYC, 
Olain,  Alien,  Frigall,  Goddard,  Macon,  or  Maoutue, 
Syrric. 
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Ckiddbvd,  thd^soB  of  Syitiej  who  reifM4     A.  D.  IQM 
Fin^al,  soli  of  Goddard,  lOW 

CMdiud^  ftoa  of  Harrid,  1666 

Lagnaa,  SMiif  Qoddard^  IMf 

Dopaal,  son  of  Ta4e>  lOM 

Magnus,  Kingrof  Norway,  1«M 

Olave,  Hard  ada  of  Gaddard^  lUK 

Gaddard,  90a  af  Olave,  1144> 

Reginald,  natural  aon  of  Ctoddard,  1187 

Okye,  tiie  lawful  aon  dF  Gaddaid,  1988 

Harold,  son  of  Olave,  IWVf 

Ragiattid  il.  Us  tmtlier,  laiS 

Magma  II.  kk  broihar,  Ifiift 

Alexander,  King  of  Soota,  UM 

William  Montacute,  lMfl» 

Ai^han^  Bade,  Bialio{i4if  Drntem^  laOS 
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Hanry  BaaiuBoat^ 
ThfMias  Rando^, 
Akxander,  Ihika  af  AUbatay, 

Wmiaia  MMteoi^,  Eail  af  Salialaury^  laM 

Who  aaldktaWaEaaa  Lard  flaraap)  IMS 

Wba  foriuifaig  it  by  tveaaon,  it  £ill  i«to  King  Henry 
IVAr*8  haads,  wba  gave  it  to  Hawy  fiarl  of  Northum- 
berland. 

Butba  was  banished  fsaur  years  after,  and  belag>depii¥- 
ad  af  tUa  isle,  it  WM  girai  to  Sir  John  Steidey,  in  whoae^ 
laauly  it  has  eontinued  thaovgii  aMny  deaceots  ever  aiaeay^ 
by  the  style  and  title  of  Lords  of  Man. 

The  Dudie  af  Athol,  aa  Lard  of  Mul^  was  Adimral  of 
the  lale,  and  had  am  absaiute  jarisdiotion  over  the  paofde 
a&d  sail;  a^  that  ha  was  immediate  landlsnl  of  every 
man's  estate,  some  few  bavaas  only  axoeptad  :  and  raserr'- 
ing  hia  hoauigeto  tto  arown  af  Bagiaad,  no  prince  had  a 
mare  fiiU  and  aasple  anthority. 
He  was  sole  patrM  of  the  biehapcie,  and  aU  pawanagaa 
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and  Ticarages  except  three,  wkich  are  in  ihe  patPonage  of 
the  bishop. 

He  had  power  to  make  and  repeal  laws  by  the  adriee  of 
his  deemsters  and  twenty «^four  keys,  who  must  have  had 
his  approbation,  or  he  would  reject  them  from  the  as- 
aembly. 

:.  He  had  power  of  holdini^  courts  in  his  own  name ; 
might  hang  and  draw,  or  pardon  makfactars,  in  his  own 
jurisdiction. 

'  All  wrecks,  royal  fishing,  &o.  were  his  by  regality,  with 
many  other  prerogatiyes. 

*  The  civil  policy  of  their  govemmeiit  was  maSAged  by 
the  lieutenant,  who  was  the  duke's  immediate  reprasenta- 
live,  and  had  often  been  of  his  family ;  with  other  inferior 
officers. 

The  lient^iant  or  governor  has  a  power  to  call  a  Tyn- 
wald  or  Parliament,  or  any  other  Court,  which  oawMit  rit 
without  his  warrant.  He  swears  inquests,  is  sole  ohaaoel- 
lor,  and  hath  the  sole  military  power  to  place  or  displace 
officers  in  garrisons,  or  otherwise;  and  whoever ^ppoeea 
him  in  any  "place  or  thing  wherein  he  rqnreaenta  the  kiagf 
robs  him  of  bis  horse  or  arms,  beats  his  servaals,  or  breaks 
his  house,  is  a  traitor.  Sometimes  there  hto  been  a  cap- 
tain general,  but  it  was  only. in, some  extraordioi^y  caaes* 
The  other  officers  for  the  duke's  service  are, 

A  Receiver  General  or  Treasurer  of  the  Island.  He 
has  the  charge  of  the.  revenue,  and  pays  all  the  salaries  of 
the  civil  list,  but  is  accountable  to 

The  Comptroller,,  who  always  sits  with  him  both  on  re- 
ceipts and  payments,  and  is  the  auditor  of  the  general 
accompts.  He  sits  sole  judge  in  all  trials  for  life  in  the 
garrison,  keeps  the  reeordSy  and  enters  the  plena  of  the 
several  courts,  where  he  is  allowed  fees. 

The  Water  Bailiff,  who  is  in  the  nature  of  the  Admiml 
of  the  Island,  and  sits  judge  in  all  maritime  aiaits.  Ha 
has  the  care  of  the  customs,  fishings  Wfeoks,  &c. 


■  ISLE  OP  MAN.    '  51 

*  The  Attorney  Oeneral,  who  sits  in  all  courts  to  plead^ 
for  the  king's  profit,  as  suing  for  felons,  goods,  forfeitures, 
deodands,  &c.  and  is  to  plead  the  causes  of  all  widows 
and  orphans,  they  giving  him  twopence  for  his  fee.    ' 

AH  the  aforesaid  officers  act  by  commission  fromt  he  king 
during  pleasure,  and  upon  his  decease  their  pewer  of  act- 
iflfg  all  expires  With  him ;  in  the  absence  whereof  the  sword 
takes  place,  and  the  chief  Commanding  Military  Officer,' 
who  is  generally  styleil  Major,  takes  upon  him  the  preser-* 
Tation  of  the  peace  of  the  island,  by  seizing  the  castle  and 
forts,  presenting  all  tumults  and  disorders,  and  all  persons 
from  going  offthe  island  to  the  prejudice  of  the  inhabit- 
ants, until  the  civil  power  is  restored  and  re-established 
by  new  commissions  from  the  Succeeding  king.  ' 
'  All  tibe'Mid  officers  were  esteemed  of  the  household  or' 
court,  and  formerly  had  their  diet  in  the  family,  where  a' 
ottnstiLnt  table  was  kept  for  them  and  their  attendants. 
These  olBeers  are  all  by  their  places  justices  of  the  peace, 
and  are  in  all  things  to  act  for  the  king's  profit.  The 
king  nNiy  call  them  as  a  counsel  to  his  assistance,  when  he 
thinks  proper,  or  occasidn  requires,  either  for  the  serTiOe 
ot  himself,  or  the  <$buntry. 

-  The  deemsters,  ot  judges,  are-  the  first  public  magis- 
trtttea  of  the  stalte,  but  "were  never  part  of  the  household 
or  femtly.  They  At  as  judges  in  all  courts,  either- for  life 
pT  property ;  *they  have  always  been  two,  one  for  eaeh  di« 
lislon  of  the  isfe.  They  are  styled  in  the  ancient  court- 
rolls  Justiciary  Domini  Regis.  Whether  they  have  their 
names  from  the  old  word  to  deem,  judge,  or  determine,  or 
to  doom,  sentence,  or  condemn,  I  am  not  informed,  nor 
ean  takeiipon  me  to  ascertain ;  but  by  the  ad'tice  of  the 
t#enty-four  keys  they  may,  in  all  new  and  uncommon 
eases,  declare  what  the  law  is,  in  such  cases  'wherein  the 
law  is  not  folly*  expressed. 

By  the  aneient  law  of  the  isle  it  is  proTided,  that  if  any 
](ersoii  accuse  the  deemsters  of  injiustice  or  ttial-adminis- 
U  8  a 
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tfattop,  he  foH^ts  life  and  liip)>.  T^e  9m^Vftomk  pr  pmcfss 
used  by  tb^m  (9  the  saioe  nith  the  gpyerffo/,  tp^it^  a  p^aifi 
stoqe  syritd  pi||^  or  tirp  lef|;prf  of  fheir  paine  naii^e  qppQ  it ; 
aod  to  counterfeit  or  niiflappljf  this  iirocei^ci  19  ap  Ugh)}, 
penal  in^heir  law  as  the  counteffeitipg  the  Jpr^  chief  jss- 
tice's  iffarrapt  is  with  us. 

^fter  tbe  ^eemsters  the  twevty-fpiir  kpys  are  the  fqire- 
sentatiyes  of  the  country,  and  ip  sosie  cas^  serre  as  th/p. 
grand  inquest  of  the  isle.  They  are  the  last  trpvprse  in  ^ 
qases  of  common  law,  are  present  at  all  trials  fm  hie,  i|»A 
ip  conjunction  with  the  governor  aod  officers  of  the  bous^ 
hold  aforesM4  make  the  legisjiative  poinrer  of  thai  little 
qatioq. 

The  next  officers  are  the  coronm^  of  ei^ch  sh^pdwg  ar. 
division,  who  act  in  the  nature  of  sberift,  and  are  ^nhftr- 
^nate  tp  the  twenty- four  k^ys. 

Every  parish  hath  likewise  an  officer  cpUied  a  m^OM^ 
which  is  the  lord's  baiUjT,  a^d  eaeh  of  the^k  have  a  s^bor- 
4infite  officer  not  worth  our  notice. 

The  coprts  of  judicature  are  usually  twice  i9  i^.  year, 
tp  wit,  abput  May  and  Michaelfnas.  The  fir^i  «re  caUed 
sheading  courts,  and  in  the  nature  of  our  huQjdred  epurtay 
or  courts  Ijeet  and  barop  ;  tbe^e  are  held  f^  the  kill's  pro- 
fit, and  rj^late  tp  all  b^^cbes  of  tk.e  peace,  a«d  aU  pwient-. 
mcnts  arie  here  ma^de  u^p^n  any  violation  of  their  l^im  9C 
public  orders. 

Immed(iately  after  these,  ane  held  th^.coqunou  bn  CMCte^ 
^here  all  actions  reUiwg  to  meii*s  properties  are  tpisd* 
Th^se  courts  were  formerly  held  in  eyery  sheadh»g  dia-> 
iinctly,  but  now  b^ye  proper  pkees  appouilied  tv  tbfah»14? 
ing  oC  theiQ,  with  all  due  regard  to  the  ea^e  anjdi  bm^fit  oS 
the  peopjle. 

Next  af)t^r  these  foUowsi  tlfp.grand  Qomt  or  graerM  PmI 
"delivery,  in  which  are  managed  all  tr/wds  for  lj£?;.ailil 
perhaps  there  ip  no  plaoe  in  the  uniyerse  whena  ukeA  hate  a 
fj^rer  trial^  opr  where  the.t^iag  anay  Ufe'  ia  OMre  tendevlK 
regarded. 
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In  tlis  douri  ihe  goretn^t  pVe«$d6s,  assist^  by  tb^ 
khrg*ii  0fB<s««s,  With  the  bislio^p  AKd  bid  eldr^. 

The  d^mwters  sH  ais  jtfd^s,  vAih  the  twebty-foii^  key^j, 
tt»  advise  wifCb  in  caeHe  an^  neW  ttiatt^r  arises.  The  ctitnU 
Hirf  ttfOBt  be  ftfst  ftnmrd  fuAlty  ^f  the  6riiiie  b6  standi 
ctforged  with  by  the  grafnd  iiKfii^t,  &tid  if  the  case  be 
treason  «r  murder^  the  witnesses  haVe'  a  Veiry  pdrtieuSair 
and  solemn  oath  administered  to  them,  to  wit.  Tbd  clerL 
^ho  aditiiliristers  the  oath  opi^nS'  t^e  bo^lt  of  tke  gospel, 
and  th\d  wjtn^s  or  evidence  tays  bis  right  hiCiicl'  c^pen  upoik 
it^  then  th^  clerk  says  to  Mm ; 

lB(y  this  book  of  irnth,  by  OS  tb«  hdly  Mi  sacred  body 
of  ihe  chureb,  by  all  the  won'derful  Wo^^ks  ao'd  Mg^ty 
aiimbles  God  Ahiiighty  iVrought  in  six  dciys  Md  seveA 
nights,  iar  heaven  above,  atid  earth  beneath,  you  shall 
«pr(6ak  tbe  A^utb,  and  say  nothiiig  that  is  fiAtee  for  love  or 
ihair,<  fhVotaror  aiteetion,  ebn^ngainfty  6r  affihity,  or  any 
^h^r  coif)iidertfCl6n  whatsoever ;  so  inay  you'  be  belied'  by 
Di^  Son  of  God,  and  by.tte  oontertts  of  tbis  book  wliin^eoL 
ydtir  hMd  now  lies.     Then  the  witAeSs  kisses  the  book. 

After  this,  a  pecnltai*  jury  6t  fbiir  out  of  every  parish  ih 
the  island  is  edipahineJiled,  amd  th<&  prifeoni^r  may  ibake  his 
exoeption  agafamt  tft^^six  and  no  nTor^.  And  if  hi^  cas6 
b&  felony  only,  amd  he  suspects  it  will'  g^  hard  witb  hiin^ 
be  may  put  himself  to  the  king's  mercy,  and'  so'  evade  the 
tml  and  seolenbe  by  the  court ;  and  the  king,  by  ibelr  law» 
as  WeH  B9  his  prbrogiltive,  grants  hindf  fiitf  grilc^  in  ^uc& 
mamier  a)»  lie  thinks  pi'oper. 

-  Bn£  if  he  stands  his  trial  for  life,  wUen  the  jury  cdme 
iwto  court,  and!  befofe  they  deliver  th^ir'  verdict,  the  deem- 
sters ask  them  whether  the  bald  pates  (to  wit,  the  clergy,) 
'  day  0it ;  Andf  if  the  foreman  answer  no,  then  the  bishop 
Md'clm^  withdraw,  as  not- proper  for  them  to  sit  or  pass 
smtence  id  tbasea  cff  blood;  and  then  tlie  verdict  is  deli- 
vered, and- ihe  criminal  found  guilty,  and  executed  as^the 
•Mt«  dta^cta  y  4¥,  >  if  odqditted^  dischar^* 
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.  Tbereis  likewise  aaoiher  court,  calkd  the  Debet  .Cent, 
in  which  all  fiaes  are  aet ;  and  there  ia  an  Exchequer  Ceurl^ 
which  is  held  as  often  as  the  goTetnor  pleases,  or  eooasion 
requires.  There,  is  also  a  Court  of  Chaucery,  which  air* 
ciently  was  held  wed^ly,  but  at  present  is  kept  montyy, 
wherein  the  goTemor  sits  sole  chancellor,  and  may  call  the 
lung's  council  and  the  deemsters  to  advise  with,  as  he  sees 
proper. 

All  actions  brought  in  chancery  are  entered  in  the  eom|K. 
troller's  office,  of  which  the  plaintiff  presents  the  goTemor 
a  copy,  who  grants  his  token  upon  it  to  suoMDons  the  de- 
fendant, who  uMiy  refuse  appearance  for  three  court  days, 
but  on  the  fourth  he  is  brought  in  by  a  soldier,  and  the 
matter  heard  and  determined.  So  speedy  is  the  justice  mt 
this  little  government  that  it  may  challenge  the  world. 
.  The  religion  professed  in  this  isle  is  exactly  the  same 
with  the  church  of  England ;  but  they  have  not  the  Qible 
in  their  own  language.  The  ministers  turn  the  EngUah 
translation  into  the  Manx  langaage  in  resding  the  lessons. 

The  Manxmen  are  very  respectful  to  their  clergy,  and 
pay  their  tithes  withpMt  the  least  grudging. 

The  clergy  are  generally  aatires,  who  have  had  their 
education  in  the  isle.  They  are  sober  and  learned,  and 
are  allowed  a  competent  maintenance  of  fifty  or  sixty 
pounds  a  year. 

The  people  are  so  strictly  conformable,  thai  in  uniform- 
ity they  outdo  any  other  branch  of  the  reform^  ohuvoh. 

There  were  anciently  in  this  isle  three  monasteries,  vis. 

1.  The  monastery  ef  St.  Mary,  of  Rushen,  in  Castle- 
town, which  was  the  chief,  and  the  buryiag-plaee  of  ihe 
Kings  of  Man.  r 

It  was  a  goodly  fitbric,  as  appears  by  tile  ruins.  It 
consisted  of  an  abbot  and  twelve  monks,  who  had  good 
revenues.  The  chapel  was  the  largest  place  of  Ood*s  wor- 
ship in  the  lAland,  except  the  cathedral.  «, 

It  was  a  daughter  of  Furness  Abbey^  ss-werosone  othsv 
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miiastaries  m  thb  isle.  The  abbots  of  it  were  barons, 
bdd  courts  for  thdr  temporalities,  aad  tried  their  own 
tenants. 

8.  Douglas,  a  prior  j  for  nuns.  This  house  is  said  to  be 
built  by  St.  Bridget,  and  the  prioress  was  a  baroness  of 
the  island.    It  is  the  most  pleasantly  situated  itt  the  isle.    > 

3.  At  Brinnaken,  a  house  of  the  friars  niinors,  a  smaU 
]dantiition  of  the  Cistertian  order. 

The  abbots  also  of  St.  Bees,  of  Whitteni,  in  Galloway, 
and  Banchor,  in  Ireland,  were  Barons  of  Matn,  because 
they  hdd  laijtds  in  this  island,  upon  condition  of  attending 
upon  the  kings  and  lords  of  it  when  required.     . 

Having- now  with  some  pains  and  perplexity  of.  thought 
attended  and  brought  my  reader  throngh  the  obscure  and 
intricate  history,  constitution,  civil  government,  lind  an- 
tiquities of  the  little  kingdom  of  Mona,  and  corrected  and 
amended  what  I  have  judged  error  or  mistake  in  former 
wiilefB  OB  that  subject,  what  remains  bdore  I  conclude, 
but  that  I  give  the  world  the  ecdesiastio  history  of  this 
little  kingdom,  fr<mK  its  first  conversion  to  Christianity, 
vdth  the  growth,  state,  and  government  of  the  church,  its 
bishops,  pastors,  and  overseers,  from  the  eariiest  date,  and 
the  moat  approved  authorities  I  haTo  been  able  to  collect 
from  the  various  writers  and  histories  of  those  ages  ? 
.  The  $rst  mention  I  meet  with  of  Christianity's  appear- 
ance in  the  Isle  of  Man,  is  in  Capgra-ve's  Life  of  Joseph 
of  Afknathea,  wherein  he  tells  us  <rf  one  M<Nrdaius,  a  king 
of  that  iale,  being  oon verted  to  Christianity,  about  the  year 
of  salvation  68,  who  had  his  residence  in  a  city  called  8o- 
dora.  If  this  story  be  true,  (which  I  much  doubt  on,  as 
hweafter,)  Christianity  had  an  early  plantatbn  in  this 
island.  But  it  is  matter  of  wonder  to  me,  that  this  con- 
iperaion  of  the  long  should  not  have  had  a  more  general  in- 
fluence over  the  people;  for  in  all  the  authors  I  have  met 
with,  I  find  no  mention  of  Christianity  in  this  part  of  the 
wofld  of  AOftr  MO  years  nft^ir  tlus .story,  eioept  in  another' 
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«Mh  like  ttiryy  ¥jr  Heetor  Bd^tius,  wfa  rtlatM  tlitt  #M 
Anfibibshifl  was  bivliop  her^  about  HtM  tifile  afercndd.  B«l 
ss  this  story  is  rejected  by.  most  men  of  learnings  except 
A#oM>i8kop  Spsto^dod,  I  shcU  witli  deferevfee  eonsfder 
lim  so  iiitf  a«  to  g'l^e  jtm  his  Mation  thereof  ffoiil  hfi 
ow»  wordiB^  Book  1st,  fo).  Ard^  and  then  mak6  m^  remarks 
Aereoo. 

He  acquaints  us,  that  ove  Cnrttliiiifar  coMng*  to  dkt 
crown,  i*  iMe  year  SVT,  nadeif  ono of  his  first  worksr  to 
purge  the  khigdam  of  hNKtbensh  supierstitioti,  and  eiepel 
the  I>niid8^  a  sort  of  priests  Ml  in  Aose  days  in  great 
reputation.  Their  mmmieir  wnsy  to  cele&rsite  tlttir  sacri#ed 
Olid  oihef  rites  in  groTea,  with  iMve^  antf  brsntfaw  of  onk. 
And  from  thenoe^  saith  Pkhry,  they  were  ^aUed  BhiMo^ 
whiclk  doth  signify  aw  oiak. 

Gfltoar,  in  his  €oBHieiitarieg,  gives  us  thii  fuKtei  sidj 
aomii  of  them,  that  besides  the  managAig  of  sacriiloesy 
which  word  committed^  to  then,  they  M^ere  kstrinfted  HMH . 
thcf  deoision  of  eotrtrorersies^  piAKc  and  pritaite  \  antf  thttri 
such-  as  would  not.stand  tortheir  judgment  were  interdictedf 
frnkn  being  present  at  their  saeiffieesand*  holy  rites',  wUchf 
iliir  taken  for  a  grievoas^  punishment  in  those  dttys. 

It  is  Itkemse  testified  of  them,  that  they  wdre  will 
learned  indlnatteral  philoso^hry,  men-  of  moral  conVersKW 
tiony  and  for  religioti  not  so  grosslyf  igntfrawt  and  Mper^ 
sUtioiirf  »  dllifer  heathen  priestB*;  fof  tbeythbught  theM 
was  one  only  God,,  and'that  it  waovnt*  lawful' toropre^iftt 
him  by  any  iidage ;  thati  the  souls'  of  men  dkl  not  jperisto 
wUh  fe^  bodiear;  and  thfett- after  deatti  men  Tirere'rewurdell^ 
aeeoFding  to  the  life  tUoy  had  led  upon  earth.  Th^y  lived' 
lik^wisii  in  gt^estt*  respeet  witti  all'  people,  aafd'  rnlvd  HMt^ 
affiurs  liriMi  gn»Lt' prudence  and  pcdiey ;  flirbdidg  goYontMld^ 
by  a  prestdenty  wfao'ketit  Md  Msidenee  tif  tUd  liAe  of  Mlity 
they*  did  Once  every  yeoi*  meet  infhat  place  td  tdie  coaoaei^ 
together'  for  tbd  better  ordering  of  theit*  aiRnr9,  and  oarriodr 
nsathm*  with'Bomueh -dlKroaony  that  tli^  eidd  1Emi|(  OaHu^ 


tli«]^  l^d  9fm«gMi  the  p90iil9. 

But  tbfit  HFtuab  rQHtriM^  gpentty  ta  tb^  prop^gatioii  ^ 
the  gQ9peI  ill  t|ii|i  irie*  was  Uie  p^a^euii^n  raised  by  Din* 
olesian,  which  at  thM  im»  pv^^iiM  v^py  grefttly  |p  tli« 
9wtb  p«rt  pf  BriUm»  wA  hrongbt;  maqy  Chmsiiw^  hvth 
pfe^oher^  f^nd  prpC^99f9|  iqta  thei  kipgd^ni  i4  Mao,  who 
were  aU  kindly  recpiyed  by  King  Crf^ttfiatbi  m4  to4  ^n 
signed  tlieca  by  him  bMftdt  and  re^ei^nes  snflpiciciAt  ^r  ibm 
Mitiitenaiice. 

Jn  this  isle  Kiftg  Qr^tiiiiib  erected  ^  ^My  cb«i^b  to 
Ae  honour  of  aur  Sai¥iiinr>  ?»h^h  ^  ad^rne^  v^Ub.^H  Mr 
eeaMry  on^amaii^,  ^iid  Q«dted  it  Si^dor^Mi^faM^mf  ^\  i% 
the  Temple  olH^nr  Sayimr^.  benw  H  1$,  s^ys  t^efibavf 
itery,  that  ibe  bishops  o£  Mwn  are  o«^ed  Sotifir^mm 

8«  king  i»  thit  i^te  remaiaed  i«  4he  paesessiDii  ol  th» 
^ot^  4he  bi(iib«p»  d  the  ideft  i^idre  itot  ehvireh  ti^iir  e%T 
tfiedral ;  hut  aiuee  their  diepoaeee^Qn,  tbe  lale  (tf  «|oiw  hnd 
been  the  seat  of  the  bisbepa  «f '  the  ialee»  and  eqatiDuetb  l# 
tft  (hi«^ay;  Ii^  thte  iele  AaqphihaJM  (ahoiT^e-Jmei^tioAe^!)  is 
w4  to  ha^Ye  eatfiFftt  hUhop»  a  Briton  boirn,  ep^.a  m%A  qf 
MoeUtn^  piety.  He  liYed  loiig^  preaching  c^efiu^^y  ti^ 
dueVmeoC  ObrinA,  bv^th;  m^S  ^  9oot8iei94?i^  a^4 
sltei^  mwf  lefcpMt^  ^^A  lA  piPOAiotiiig  dte  Ch^iatiai^  r^H^ 
HMm,  d«ed  pe^eeably  1%  the  aejd, iajea.  Thu«i)ix  tb«  l^fli% 
o4  indgo^d  BMhop  Spotowoodf  iihoii^  npy  hiiaibl^.opMN^ 
with  all  reTorence  I  think,  preferred  hJ3  zeal. for:  Chlietjff 
IHJiy  b^ere.bi^.  judgntent  ia  tbe  ease  aboye.    .       . 

Th,e»eiai»  so  wm^  impKob^biHtiea.  in,  iiij^  a«4.  th^^.JwipiKf 
\fifym  it>  tbaA  I  eaiiQi>A  omit  to.  obaesice  sona  oiS..)!tie«l» 
IJIiABty  Heetpr  Bpf^tiuak  «iya  ^«opbibah««.  iled  faom.  iih^  ,p^ih 
«W¥t^  of  ]>i<H)bBaiw»  in  S^utl^  Bdteim  in  Ui&  yean  9.81b 
%b^sefi4  IHoebwim  di^ki^eA  obtein  the  empire.tilbdiA.yMf 
286)  neither  did  the  tenth  persecution  arise  till  ttmt  JMi 
Mi;  ead  €ril4.aii^  EQlydi>re,VirgiLMkye2qpi»8^y»1t&at 
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Wth  St  Albu  ud  AmpkibaluB  sufltered  martyrdMi  ia  Htm 
year  305 ;  aod  the  general  atreaoi  of  all  British  writers 
eeaeur  in  this  niartyrdoai»  neither  do  any  of  the  Seotch 
writers  mention  Amphibalusi  in  the  life  of  Cratilinth,  be^* 
fare  Hector  Boetius  and  his  followers. 

And  it  is  in  my  judgm^t  almost  impossihle  ta  eoneeiTe^ 
that  the  Manx  nation  should  preserye  no  memory  of  so 
considerable  a  blessing  as  their  first  conversion  to  Christi- 
anity ;  besides  all  their  traditions  are  directty  against  it. 
Matthew  Paris  affirms,  that  the  body  of  Amphibalus  was 
found  at  Radbum,  near  St.  Albans,  in  the  year  1178 ;  and 
many  other  marks  of  his  martyrdom  at  Radbnrn  strongly 
conclude  he  died  for  lus  religion  in  England,  and  nev«r 
ied  to  the  Isle  of  Man  to  erect  a  bishopric,  and  Fawmm 
Sodorens^;  besides  it  must  appear  something  wonderful 
and  surprising,  that  no  memory  of  Christianity,  not  ruin 
<»f  any  such  church  shoutd  be  found,  or  iso  OBuch  as  mention 
made  of  them,  at  the  time  of  St.  Patrick's  landing  thdre^ 
whioli  is  enough  with  me  to  show  there  is  nothing  of  truth 
or  certainty  in  the  abovesaid  story. 

Next  to  the  said  accounts  already  taken  notice  of,  Mr. 
Cambden,  my  Lord  Cook,  and  Doctor  Heylin,  all  tbreo 
afirm,  that  the  bishopric  in  the  lAe  of  Man  was  ^eetod 
by  Pope  Gregory  IV.  anno  480,  in  an  island  near  Castle- 
town ;  whereas  the  bishopric  is  sufficiently  proTod,  by  tho 
great  Primate  of  Armagh,  to  be  erected  by  St  Patrick^ 
about  the  year  447,  and  the  plaoe  itaelf  shows  there  is  no 
such  island  near  Castletown. 

And  herewith  all  the  ecclesiastical  writers  of  any  credk 
in  those  ages  agree,  that  St.  Patrick  (alias  Patricins,)  was 
the  first  that  planted  the  Christian  religion  in  the  Isle  of 
Man ;  and  since  their  ancient,  authentic,  and  national  tra- 
ction concur  therewith,  I  cannot  but  allow  him  to  be  truly 
the  apostle  of  the  Manx  nation^  as  well  as  for  the  reasons 
foHowing. 

Fint|  if  I  remember  my  reading  rightly,  I  h#Te  mt^ 
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l#llb  U  in  ito  ovtious  essays  of  the  great  and  learned  Lord 
If  OBtflig^,'  who  liTod  about  the  time  of  Pope  Gregory  IV. 
or  not  long  after.  This  pope  was  said  to  be  a  person  of 
great  tearaing,  piety^  and  virtQe,  and  a  sealous  promoter 
of  the  Christian  &itb,  by  Which  he  obtaitied  the  epithet  of 
Great;  who,  walking  on  a  time  through  the  market-place 
of  Rome,  espied  a  number  of  beautiful  captiVe  children 
Mtting  there  to  be  sold,  which  induced  his  compassion  as 
well  as  curiosity  to  go  up  to  them,  and  inquire  of  those 
that  soldthem  what  country  diey  were  of;  and  being  told 
they  were  Britons,  be  then  asked  if  they  were  Christians, 
and  was  answered,  no/  Upon  which  he  said,  it  was  great 
pity  that  sueh  angelical  faces  should  not  be  made  Chrfs^ 


In  consequence  whereof  he  soon  after  sent  St.  Patrick^ 
with  twenty' more  assistants,  to  preach  the  gospel,  and 
ooBTOrt  to  Ohristiaaity  the  people  of  Scotland  and  Ireland ; 
lor  it  does  not  appear  he  came  into  Ireland  till  the 
year  441,  and  Austin  the  monk  had  been  s^t  into  England 
before  him  by  flie  same  pope. 

St.  Piatriekwtth  his  company,  haTing  landed  in  North 
Bistain,  met  with  f^reat  sucetos  fn  their  mission ;  upon 
whtofa-iSt.  Patrick  leaving  St.  Andrew  and  other  learned 
preadiere  to  pursue  the  great  work  of  propagating  Chris- 
tkiiity  there,  passMl  oyer  to  Jrelahd,  where  he  found  the 
bcrrest  great,  but  the  labourers  too  few :  whereupon  he 
TStom^d  io  Nortti  Britain,  in  the  year  444,  and  collecting 
together  some  of  his  foraier  assistants,  with  some  new 
ArtSTerti  of  learned  und  rdigious  persons,  to^tbe  number  of 
thirty,  he  came  with: tiiem  through  the  north  of  England, 
lb  take  shipping  at  Liverpool  for  the  south  of  Ireland; 
attd  on  his  approaeh  near  that  town,  the  people  came  out 
to  receive  him,  and  at  the  place  they  met  him  erected  a 
oross  in  honour  and  uieiriory  thereof,  and  called  it  by  bis 
e,  which  it  bears  to  this  day. 

St.  Patrick  and  )iis  company  having  rested  andrefreshed 
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tl(e|Dsf»lYM  awhtte  at  LWerpool,  took  a^pimif  tw  DhdWiA, 
bpl  in  his  p^istfn^  put  ii|tp  the  Ide  of  Man,  ¥ik^e  he  foNiaA 
^e  people,  espeeifiUy  the  mien,  givaa  to  nmg^ ;  hutbeiBg 
«TerGoi|ie  and  epiiviiieed  hy  hie  preaohiag  and  ndraekt, 
they  wer^  either  coaterted  or  expcUed  the  islaad. 
.  St.  P«^trick  and  bia  coinpaDy  getfig  for  Irdaad,  ana# 
A47>  l^sft  pap  Gernaaiis,  a  holy  and  pmdent  man,  fmi  rat 
fim^um  et  erudiemdmm  populum  in  JUk^  CktUH^  aaya  Jo» 
pfliau^)  which,  for  the  honoar  of  the  Manx  nataoa,  mm 
liiLty-iiine  year^  mare  ancient  than  Bangor,  in  Wale% 
ivhich  was  the  first  bishopric  we  read  of  among  the  Ihjv 
tans,  and  \H  years  befove  Austin  the  monk  tntvodiiead 
th^.iiUurgy  ef  the  bateraa,  and  thereby  so  ahsalnftely  eei* 
tied  the  business  of  religion,  that  the  island  neyer  after<# 
iifards  rplapfs^d. 

Qe^^manus  die4  befare  St.  ]Patriek,^wbo  seat  two  Mshepe 
Vt  supply  his.  phMsa,  Coaindrias  and  Rola«lkiai,  of  whssa 
liie.  have  little  m^niwable,  bi«t  that  one  at  hath  af  them  sm^ 
Tiyed  at  Patri<ik,  to  the  year  494,  being  five  years,  inkm 
one  St.  Maughold  was  elected,  bishop  by  the  anivertal  saf^ 
(iraga  oftha  Manx  nation;  bat  by  whott  conaearated  is 
Tary  uncertain*  as  aba  bis  anacessors  for  some  ages,  which 
I  shall  sttidioudy  omit,  and  only  aoqatint  my  reader  that 
one  St  Ckdumbne  is  aakaowledged  by  all  wnteta^a  b*4a 
(bander  of  the  abhey  of  Hye,  sa  the  Islaad  cff  Jana,  wfaith 
monaaiery  was  thecathadral  of  the  bishops  af  iha islea,  wiai 
latere  from  that  time  styled  Epuffopm^  S^d^fUk,  tnm  m 
tillage  eaUed  So4<v,  a4iQining  to  the  said  mawMtory. 

But  after  the  lak  of  Mas  wm  ma4e  the  anal  tf^iha 
Norwegian  race,  the  bishopries  were  nnifesd,  with  th^  tiiiB 
af  Sodor  aad  If  an,  and  so  contiiraed,  till  oommeeed'by  thA 
SfngUah,  sbce  arhioh  the  Bishop  of  Man* keeps  fak  olahB^ 
and  the  Scotch  bfaiiop  styles  hims^  Biahop  of  the  IsAea^ 
aneiently,  Epiaco/mf  Insmlarum  Sodarenmua^     - 

I  could  here  enlarge  pretty  arach  ob  the  auooeesioft  ef 
Urn  hiahopa  of  this  isk,  from  the  time  af  81  M angbeld, 
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ja4:ft^:it.ii  tiotef|rtMil3&kiK»^WB  wlio  they  wttre^  «» in  wkat 
tfider,  th^y  9^  X  .^hall.  .pufp^sely  onH  "thew,  aed  coBtenA 
9igf9elf  wHb  .|:Witi9  ywi  a  list  pf  %hm  8W06«pioii  fmm  tbe 
luaeof  Go^dai^ACwwinnn,  the  firot  king  Ihat^  before 
aktn  miWB  of,  atl4  4o  eericftude  liiy  hifl4<9*y  of  Mao,  both 
civil  and  ecclesiastical,  and  with  tbe  greatest  c^taiiity, 
that  I  bdv^  ba«Bbfe  to  eolkefr  fircbnitebeat  writenroa 
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Low  lens  St.  Msn^hold  sat  bishop  we  do  not  fiod^ 
•1%  Dr.  Hej^Knsays,  be  wa«  bishop  awno  578,  of  wbie)i 
vo.  hrive  ^  othei"  cevteinij^  T'^or  ^f  a  successor  till  the 

Whose  aame  was  Coranus,  tutor  to  the  thr0e  iioBs  of 
fingteins^  the  fourth  King  of  SeottaAdj  ad  Bisboy  Spots- 
wood  kifoEins  uoi  Aftdr  hiia  the  sal^cegsioii  appear^  whoU|(y 
h9n4i:eii  tilL  the  oleTeBlh  century ;  yot  4ui$«g[  this  loo)g  ta<» 
cancy  many  errors  arose,  and  many  mistakes  were  advanced 
<aiieeibiQg  iiS^  which  mtii»t.  of  our  GngUtfh  writere  have 
follen  into  without  any  good  ground  in  hbtory,  sdve  that 
thfhfaiyioiartoof  tbeislea  had  its  begijlnui^  abeuA  thai  time,. 
tolwit^iiith^yMrMO.  .         . 
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Ib  a  v«ry  ftneient  mftiimeript  hj  the  Vttr.  Mr.  Hearf 
Jones,  sephttvr  «»  the  Right  Rot.  Dr.  Fc^l,  Bbbop  «f 
Oxford,  wo  meet  with  an  exaot  Meeeseioii  for  aboT«  M9 
years,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  learned,  was  eoctraeted 
from  the  roll  of  the  ancient  abbey  of  Rnehen  is  the  Ida 
Of  Man. 

This  mannscfi^,  by  way  of  intredaoiioB,  iaforoAs  n% 
that  though  they  had  a  traditional  euecettion  of  bishofO 
from  the  tine  of  St.  ManghoM,  yet  they  wefo  not  eertainly 
known ;  therefore  it  was  thought  proper  to  omit  them,  and 
begin  from  the  time  of  King  Goddard  Crowman,  as  before 
proposed. 

In  his  reign  we  meet  with  one  Hamnndos,  by  some  writ* 
ten  Vermondus,  Bishop  of  Man,  and  probably  was  the 
first  bishop  styled  of  Sodor  and  Man.  He  was  the  son  of 
Jole,  a  Manxman.  Matthew  Paris  says  he  died  in  the 
year  1151.  It  is  not  certain  by  whom  he  was  consecrated, 
nor  his  successor,  who  was  one 

Gamaliel,  an  Englishman,  who  lies  buried  at  Peterbo^ 
rough,  in  Northamptonshire ;  and  was  succeeded  by  Regi- 
nald, a  Norwegian.  To  him  the  thirds  of  all  the  liTinga 
in  the  islands  were  granted  by  the  clergy,  that  from  thence- 
forward they  might  be  freed  from  all  episcopal  ozaetiqna. 
It  is  probable  that  he  was  the  first  bishop  that  was  conse** 
crated  by  the  Archbishop  of  Drontheim,  in  Norway.  EDo 
successor  was  one  Christian,  a  native  of  the  isle,  who  lies 
buried  in  the  monastery  of  Banchor,  in  Ireland.  To  hina 
succeeded, 

Michael,  a  Manxman,  a  person  of  great  merit  and  ex- 
emplary life.  He  died  in  a  good  old  age,  and  was  honour* 
ably  buried  apud  Fohtanus.  In  the  year  IMS,  to  hmi 
succeeded, 

Nicholas  de  Melsa,  Abbot  of  Fumess.  He  lies  buried 
in  the  abbey  of  Bangor. 

After  him  Reginald,  a  person  of  royal  extraction,  sister^ 
son  to  good  King  Olave,  was  consecrated  bidiop  in  the 


ISLBOVMAN.  «• 

fiMtf  iSlft;  utey  Aaugh  he  lidmired  under  giett  iafirtii- 
ties  of  body,  governed  bis  churcli  mth  pmdence  and  reeo. 
ItttioB.  At  last,  with  an  exemplary  resigaationi,  he  yielded 
Uf  bis  soni  into  the  hands  of  his  Creator,  and  lies  buried 
In  the  abbey  of  Rnshen.    He  mm  snooeeded  by 

John,  the  son  of  Hefare,  who  by  the  negUgenoe  of  his 
seryants  was  burnt,  apod  Jerevaa  in  Anglia.   After  him  one 

Simond,  a  person  of  great  discretion,  and  learned  in  the 
Hely  Seriplures,  goTemed  the  ohureh  widi  prudence  and 
piety.  He  held  a  synod  in  the  year  1230,  in  which  thir* 
teen  canons  were  excepted,  most  of  them  relating  to  the 
probate  of  wills,  the  clergy*s  dues,  and  other  inferior  mat- 
ters. He  died  at  his  palace  of  Kirk  Michael  in  a  good,  old 
age,  and  lies  buried  in  the  cathedral  dedicated  to  St.  Ger* 
aaan,  in  Peel  Castle.    After  him 

Lawreoee,  theardideacon  befere-mentiraed,  was  electad 
Ushop,  and  after  great  disputes  consecrated  by  the  Areh* 
bishop  of  Drontheim,  but  was  unfortunately  drowned  with 
Harold,  King  of  Man,  Us  queen,  mid  almost  all  the  no* 
Ulity  of  the  isle ;  so  that  the  bishopric  continued  Yaoani 
almost  six  years,  when 

Richard,  an  Bnglishman,  was  consecrated  at  Rome  by 
ike  ArohUahop  of  Drontheim.  This  bishop  consecrated 
the  abbey  dmrch  of  St.  Mary,  of  Rushen,  anno  lSfi7. 
After  he  had  governed  the  church  twenty-three  years,  and 
returning  from  a  general  council,  anno  1274,  he  died,  apud 
LangaByner  in  Copelandia,  and  lieth  buried  in  the  abbey 
of  Fumess.  In  his  time  the  Scotdi  conquered  the  island* 
He  was  succeeded  by 

Marns  OalTudiensis,  commonly  written  Oalloredinus,  at 
the  nomination  of  Alexander,  King  of  Scotland ;  for  which 
reason  it  is  supposed  he  was  banished  by  the  Manxmen. 
During  his  absence,  the  island  lay  under  an  interdict ;  but 
at  last  being  recalled,  he  laid  a  smoke-penny  upon  e/f ery 
house,  by  way  of  cmmnutation.  He  held  a  synod  at  Kirk 
Braddan,  in  which  thirty-iTe.  canons  wtte  enaoM*    He 
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ItTcd  ib  a  fveat  age^  and  irtts  to  maiiy  ,y«Mr8  UM,  aH 

IJM  buried  in  St.- Qerinaii'a  ctburch,  in  P^al.Castfa    H^ 

tras  sttceeedad  bjr      . . 

.  Maiiriiiasy  who  was  seat  prisoMr  to  LoDdo»  fety  Hiag 

Edward  I.  ttdrefore  ai^poied  aeyer  to  ba  cMaee^dtody  sfT 

p«t  into  ike  eatalogae  of-  biobops.    In  bis  room,  wai  aub- 

atkuted 

AUeftiy  o£  GslUoway,  who  gogvaned  Iba  abarab  IrHb  gsceat 
bonoiir  and  intisg;rity.  He  diod  the  IMb  of  FebHniryi  al»- 
no  13ftl,  aad  lea  at  Rptbarsay,  i*  SootlHod.  To  Jblm 
attcoaeded  ... 

Gitberty  of  Gittaway,  wbo  sat  bat  two  years  aad  a  hidC, 
bbd  lies  buried  neatf  his  pnfedaoasser^  in  the  rtteob  of  Ha> 
thersay  aforesaid.    AMaflarbim 

Bernard,  a  Scotcbroanf  bald  the  bisha^G  tUfee.  yeBS% 
bad  lias  baried in ikn nonaat^ry of  Kibrittiilf » uhSootted. 
Ha.Aas  sucaeedad  by 

TUsasBSv  a  Scot,  wbe  sat  bithap  fonrtsaw  yMrs :  ha  wai 
tha  fteit  that  exacted  twenty  ^biiUbga  af  hb  akiily  bqr  wittr 
itf  pacaratian,  as  Hheitisa  tbe  tenths  of  Ul  aliets.  He 
died  the  20th  of  September,  1348.    The  same  year, 

WiUiam  Rnssal,  Abbot  of  Hashen,  w«b  eledtad  by  the 
whale  elargy  of  Many  in  St.  Gemia's  ohaieh,  in  Pasb- 
Castle.  He  was  Consecrated  by  Fepe  Gkmeni  VI.  ait 
Avigami^  and  wen  the  first  that  sfaoiek.aff  tb^  yaka  of  tMe 
Jkrahblsheipeif  DrontheiBiy  by  when  his  pradeoessors  had 
Ibf  many  sigee  basn  .oonseorated.  He  held  a  ayndd^  a«Bil^ 
saw,  in  Kfark  Biiehaei,  m  which  fiva  artideswera  added 
to  the  former  canons.  He  died  the  list  of  Afril,  1991, 
and  was  bnriad  in  the  abbey  af  Furnass.  He  Was  AM>ot 
of  Rnsbea  ei|^teaa  yeasS)  and  Uafaop  twcttty^six  yeara. 
After  him 

John  Dnnoan,  a  Manxmain,  was  eleoted  by  the  cbrgy  of 
Man ;  and  going  to  Ayig^oa  •  was  oanfirniBd  by  Pope 
Chregory  Xi.  and  ooneecrated  fer  CantUmalem  P^enm^ 
Ml,  dMmm  Arob^metfmm.    In  his  ratavn  hmn^  he  was 
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INile  prisdiiAr  at  Bolonia,  in  Picardy,  and  lay'in  irons  tWo 
years ;  and  at  last  was  forced  to  ransom  himself  for  500 
■i4r)is;  so  that  be  was  not  installed  till  the  year  1876,  in 
which  Mr.  Jonea's  aeconnt  determines  he  was  succeeded 
(as  Dr.  Heylin  in  his  Help  to  Bnglish  History  informs 
ma)  by  • 

Hobert  Welby,  anno  18M,  who,  it  is  beUeyed,  sat  twenty- 
two  yearS)  and  had  for  lus  successor 
.  John*  Speribn,  who  is  the  first  bishop  mentioned  in  the 
Mitnx  records.    hStfft  him  we  find  no  bishop  named  till  th# 
year  15M,  in  which 

Bvan/  or  Haan,  was  elected  by  Sir  Thomas  Stanley, 
Iken  governor,  and  afterwards  lord ;  from  whence  may  bo 
#baerred  the  clergy*s  election  df  their  bisho]>8  ceased,  ancl 
baoaase  flii:ed  in  the  house  of  Stanley,  where  iit  remained 
iSXk  tile  iriaii4  bein^  purchased  *  by  the  government^  'the 
King  of  England  is  become  perpetual  nominator.  This 
Sfmn  was  siioceeded  by 

.  Hugh  Besketh,  as  appears  by  the  roll  of  the  family  of 
Rnflbrd,  viz.  Hugh  Hesketh,  third  son  to  Robert,  Esq.  a 
v^iEereiid  father  in  Ood,  the  Bishop  of  the  Isle  of  Man  ; 
sHmI  Mr  /0Ce#  Moberhu  Shisketh,  Armiger^  qui  obit  prime 
dm  Jan.  A.  D.  1400.    He  was  succeeded  by 

itobert  i^enrier,  who  sat  bisliop  anno  1954,  says  Sir 
mohkfd  Bilker.  He  was  afterwards  removed  to  St.  Da^' 
▼id's,  says  Grafton,  and  was  succeeded  by 

^Htery  Maii^  anno  1555,  who  died  1556,  says  Dr.  Heylin, 
and  was  succeeded  by 

'  Bishop  Salisbttry,  the  year  uncertain ;  whose  successor 
^^ass 

'  Thomas  Btenley,  son  to  Sir  Edward  Stanley,  first  ttovS 
lionteagle.  Aow  long  he  sat  is  uncertain,  but  it  appears 
by  record,.  John  Merrick  was  sworn  bishop  of  the  isles^' 
duno  1577.  It  was  he  who,  gave  Mr.  Cambden  the  historf 
of  the  Isle  of  Man,  published  in  his  Britannia.  He  was 
succeeded  by 
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George  Lloyd,  anno  1000,  who  was  afterwarda  remored 
to  Chester.    He  had  for  his  suooessor 

Bishop  Foster,  as  Dr.  Heylin  b  his  Help  to  Bngfish 
History  informs  us.    And  was  succeeded  by 

Dr.  John  Phillips,  anno  1005,  a  native  of  North  Wales, 
who  was  sworn  bishop  the  same  year.  He  translated 
fbe  Common  Prayer  (at  tlus  time  to  be  seen,)  into  the  lan- 
guage of  the  natives ;  and,  Mr.  ChaHoner  says,  the  BiUe, 
though  not  now  extant  A  man  ftmona  in  his  generation 
for  his  great  pains  in  preaching,  his  charity  and  hospitafity, 
even  to  the  meanest  of  the  people.    He  was  sn^ceeded  by 

Dr.  Richard  Parr,  anno  1005,  a  Lancashire  man,  some* 
time  fellow  of  Brasennose  College  in  Oxford ;  who  whilst 
he  continued  in  the  university  (says  Mr.  Challoner,  of  hie 
own  knowledge,)  was  an  eminent  preacher.  He  was  tlM 
last  who  sat  bishop  before  our  late  unhappy  civil  wars. 
Next  to  him 

Samuel  Rutter  was  sworn  bbhop,  anno  1001.  He  had 
been  archdeacon  several  years,  and  governed  'the  chuftsh 
with  great  prudence  during  the  then  late  wars.  He  vfas  a 
man  of  exemplary  goodness  and  moderation,,  and  sat  bishop 
^1  the  year  lOOS.  To  him  I  am  greatly  obliged  fbr  hm 
collections  and  memoirs  made  use  of  in. my  History  of  ttie 
noble  House  of  Stanley,  biit  especially- in  that  ever^-meino- 
rable  Siege  of  Latham,  the  ddhnee  whereof  he  had  a  Ufrge 
share  in.    After  him 

Dr.  Isaac  Barrow  was  consecrated  bishop,  anna  MMS, 
and  sent  over  governor  by  Charles  Earl  of  Derby.  He 
was  a  man  of  a  public  spirit,  and  great  designs  for  tlie 
good  of  the  church ;  to  whose  industry  is  greatly  owing  all 
die  learning  amongst  the  clergy  of  Man,  and  to  whene 
prudence  and  charity  many  of  the  poor  clergy  owe  th9' 
bread  they  eat.  This  good  man,  to  the  great  loss  of  th*. 
island,  was  removed  to  St.  Asaph.    He  was  succeeded  by 

Dr.  Henry  Bridgeman,  anno  1071.    After  Um 


Or*  Jokn  lAke>  aano  1682,  alter wi^rils  remov^  to  Bris*, 

teL    Next  to  him  ,  ^ 

.  Dr.  Baptist  LeTioZt  t^nno  1684»  ynho  died  1683,  and  th^ 

see  remained  v^caat  fiv^  yes^f  ^kf?^i  t^  V^  ioe^pr«MiI|li^ 

benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  Man, 

]>r.  Thomaa  WiUon  waa  promoted  to  the  gpyerninent  of 
the  church :  but,  as  the  life  of  this  .b^bppjf  ttltimaie)y  ^oo^ 
Qecte4  wUh  tb«  atate  of  the  inland  audita  liiatory  dpripg  a 
period  of  mfty  y^arif,  Ui  wbieh  i^l  the  energy  of  his.  capa-; 
cious  mind,  and  all  the  yirtuea  of  hip  e^^^ent  be^t,  wer^ 
devoted  to  heaef^i  and  iinproye  hia  charge,  I  cannot  pi^s 
him  OYer»  as  I  baye  dpneotbers,  witha  brief  potip^,  believ-^ 
iig  no  particulars  pf  a  life^so  exemplary  oan.be  i^ninterept'- 
Mig  to  my  readers.  I  shaUy  therefore,  make  a  large  extracts 
from  tbp  history  of  this  apostolic  diTine,  as  it  was  publishedi^ 
under  the  authority  of  lua  spn,  in  1787.  .  . 

Dr.  Thomas  Wilson  was  born  at  Burton,  in  Cheshire^ 
September  SO,  1663,  and»  as  he  himself  says,  in  hi^  diavy^ 
of  boneatiiaveiUs,  fearipg  God.  After  a  preparatory  e^U''. 
catioft  in  bis  own  country,  he  was  sent  to  Trinity  CotiegOj^ 
Dublin.  His  first  design  on  entering  at  the  UniTersit|r 
V4S.,  to  di^votje  bimsj^lf  to  the  study  of  physic,  in  which  he 
made  spme  progr^s )  and  eyen  after  having  yielded  to  tHf( 
adrieo  of  hie  friend,  4rcbdeaeo»  Ilewptsoo,  to  dedicate 
iMo  aoTYiees  to  the  ebnsch,  he  fftiU  cpntipoed  to  pursue,  a4 
intervals,  the  study  he  had  originally  set  out  with,  which 
afterwards  proved  of  eaaeptial  servioe  to  the  people  of  l^ia 
diocesei  and,  irbat  was  of  the  utnaoat  importance  to  ])(r^ 
WifeoB  himself,  greatly  extended  his  sphere  of  u^efjalness^ 

He  continued  at  College  till  the  year  1689,  when  hj) 
tea  Ofdained  deacon ;  of  which  event,  he,  ever  a%r,  Kept 
ik0  aaaiversaryy  as  a  season  of  particular  devotion.  Tho^ 
emit  tUne  of  his  leaving  Dublin  is  not  known ;  but  sooi^ 
ffker  hie  r^urn  to  England,  he  was  licensed  curate  of  New 
Ohur6h,  in  jthe  paiisb  of  Winwicl^^  Xjanoa^hire,  of  whipb 
hn  matfitnal  ilade^  Dr.  Sherlock,  was  rector;  and  hero^ 

U  2  T 
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out  of  a  stipend  of  ^fSO.  per  annum,  he  deroted  OBO-tentli 
to  charitable  uses.  On  the  20th  of  October,  1690,  he  was 
ordained^  priest,  on  which  occasion  he  formed  certain  solemn 
resolutions,  from  which  he  noTer  swenred  throughout  the 
course  of  his  Ufe. 

The  first,  that  no  temptation  should  induce  him  to  oc- 
cupy two  livings  at  one  time. 

*  Sd.  That  whenever  he  should  obtain  a  cure  of  souls^ 
he  would,  on  no  account,  dispense  with  oonstant  residence 
on  the  scene  of  his  duty. 

8d.  Never  to  give  a  bond  of  resignation,  or  to  make  any 
eontract  or  promise,  merdy  to  obtain  churoh  preferment. 
'  It  was  not  long  before  his  religions  deportment  and 
amiable  manners  in  private  life  recommended  him  to  tho 
notice  of  the  Earl  of  Derby,  who,  in  1692,  appointed  him 
his  domestic  chaplain  and  tutor  to  Lord  Strange,  with  a 
salary  of  «f90.  per  annum,  to  which  was  soon  after  added 
XHO.  more,  for  the  superintendanee  of  the  alms-houses  at 
Latham  ;  on  which  occasion,  he  increased  the  sum  set  apart 
ioT  the  use  of  the  poor,  from  one*tenth  to  one-fifth  of  hie 
income. 

The  manner  in  which  he  made  this  dedication  is  worthy 
of  record.  On  the  receipt  of  all  monies,  he  regularly 
placed  the  portion  designed  for  charitable  uses  into  the 
drawer  of  a  cabinet,  with  a  note  of  the  value  to  be  JLopI 
sacred  for  the  poor ;  and  in  this  sacred  repository,  first  a 
tenth,  tiien  a  fifths  then  a  third,  and,  at  last,  one  haU;;  of 
his  revenues  were  placed  :  and  whenever  be. deposited  the 
{toor  man's  portion,  it  was  with  the  same  reverence  aa  if  at 
had  been  an  ofibring  to  heaven. 

Mr.  Wilson's  resolutions,  as  betsre  statedi  being  entered 
into,  from  a  conviction  of  their  propriety,  were  errer  aftee 
considered  as  matter  of  reUgioos  oUigatioa,  from  which  no 
motive  could  induce  him  to  depart;  as  he  fnttjiL.paoved^ 
when,  soon  after  Lord  Derby  offered  him  the  Taluable  liv- 
ing of  Baddeswortb)  in  Yorkshire^  his  lordship  intending' 
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ttat  he  nhojAA  still  oonttniie  with  him  as  chaplliiii  and  tutor 
to  tiis  son  ;  but  he  refnat^d  to  accept  ft|  being  iaeotisisteiit 
with'liis  Tt'solves  a|^ain9tnon>re<ridence. 

The  aame  regaird  to  the  dictates  of  conscience  inilt<- 
enocd  bis  ivhole.l>ehaviour,  and  it  was  not  long  before -he 
l^ave  his  noble  patron  a  proof  that  no  selfish  motives  could 
deter  him  firom  pursuing  the  path' of  duty^  or  restrain  his 
seal  in  a  good  cause.  In  consequence  of  an  extravagant 
expenditure,  and  gr^t  ivattention  to  his  aflhirs,  Lord 
Derby  had  become  deeply. in>olved|  and  the  tradesmen 
about  his  estalies  were  many  of  them  raostiseriodsly  injured 
by  the  state  of  his  accounts.  Mr.  Wilson  beholding  witk 
equal  ooncemthe  ruin  of  his  patron's  property,  and  the 
distress  of  his  dependants,  determined  to  hazard  a  respects> 
fal  remonatraiioe,  which,  howOTer^  he' was.  fully  sensiblo 
was  a  step  replete  with,  danger  to  his  hopes  of>prefSarmeot; 
yet,  being  unaUe  to  dispense  witii  what  he  consiclered  to 
be  his  dttty, he  waited  on  hib  lovdahip inhis dresstng-«rboiii> 
nnd,  after  a  short  conversation,*  left  with  hisA  a  kitier,  which 
is  remarkaHle  for  the  simplioity,  good  sense,  and  integrity^ 
^t  pourtnys.*  The  result  of  this  unusual  proceeding  was 
equally  -hooouralble  to  the-  noble  patron,  and  his  upright 
dependant.  The  omtI,  ceuTtneed.of  his  ehaphdn^s  probityv 
was  aj^ooaed  to  a  serioaa  inrestlgation  of  his  affiurs,  in  the 
•trattgelnent'of  which  he  received  his  rooAt  .witting  assist* 
oiiee^  and  by  the  m^stfros  tkenoeforward  adopted,  Mr. 
WilsMi  was  marie  the  happy  instrument  by  which  the  rqm» 
lalioa  and  property  of  Msiiatron  were  retrieved,  and  many 
of  bis  tradesoieni  by  thia  timely  «rrang;ene»t,  saTod  from 
bankruptcy. 

<  Nor  did  his  seal  and  integrity  ndas  of  Aeir  reward ; 
f»r»  in  the  enauiog  year,  the  earl  oibred  him  the.  Ushoprie 
of  the  Isle  of  Maa,.wlu«h  bad  been  ▼aeaat  aiiioe  the  daotb 
irf  Dr.  Levins  in  tbe.yeac  1«M. 

•9«»Aiipte^t  Va.1. 
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Thitivf^,  kowwer,  Mr.  WibM  ftt  flni  AmSmtdy  M^ 
■U«Tiiif  the  charge  loo  great  for  hia  talenta  and  atraagtb, 
and  thus  the  matter  ret  ted,  tiM  oonpbint  beiiif  node  to 
Kiof  WiUiatt,  that  aa  incumheBt  had  long  haes  imiitiiig 
rier  tUa  dioeeae ;  and,  in  oeAoequeDeo^  Lord  Darhy  fe 
the  patroaage  woald  lapee  to  the  erowD,  if  aj 
admiaatioii  did  opt  take  place,  he  inaiated  m  hia  chaplahi 
^accepting  the  preferment ;  and  thua  Mr.  Wibon  «aa,  to 
nee  his  own  expreasien,  fatved  itUo  the  hUhopric,  B«t 
4io«ceter  modest  might  be  hie  estimate  of  his  oam  nbifilies, 
it  is  certain,  the  hiatorjr  ef  human  natnro  hardly  presenis 
An  example  where  inielleotaal  worth  haa  been  carried  higher, 
M  aeeonipanied  moire  completely,  by  the  mont  adminUe 
Christian  nrtiiee.  The  mlea  laid  down  for  Ide  self-go^em- 
inent  «t  his  outset  in  life,  were  maintained  with  vndeviatiag 
atriotneas;  hia  eonalderetiona  were  not  direeted  to  what 
fwotild  fluke  his  acgoamment  on  earth  pleaaant,  but  to  a^at 
would  redder  his  traaeitiesi  to  haaton  certain ;  and  to  this 
l^reat  end  mH  kia  labonrs  lor  his  own  conduct,  or  Ae  besMAt 
pf  his  follow-creatures,  were  made  to  nondiice. 
.  To  comprehend  the  nators  of  the  aacrilloe  he  asade^ 
when  he  becaasa  biahep  of  Man,  one  mmst  take  kilo  ccm^ 
aideratbin  the  state  of  the  country  to  irinck  he  was  fcwmii 
edi  and  bontrast  it  with  the  society  he  renoonoed.  Cto 
the  one  hand,  he  beimld  a  peopla  depressed,  mid  nhnMt 
brutalized  by  poreHy  and  neglect,  with  wlu>se  language  im 
was  uttacquaiated,  and  who  were  prepansd  eo  tMetoa  him 
with  dislike  and  suspicion  j  and  for  ik^  hoprtesv  aaneain 
tion,  he  had  been  conqmlled  to  resign  the  eaao^  eieganco» 
and  distinction,  of  a  nobleman's  mansion,  where,  -teas  Iks 
lord  to  the  lowest 'snrvani,  all  regarded  kiaawftk  nMpect 
and  affipetien.  Happily  for  Dr.  Wilson,  the  flnitfawyeiie 
of  his  residence  Jn  the  Me  el  Man  were  cheered  by  the 
society  of  a  woman,  who  seems  to  have  been  forassd  4M^  dm 
same  model  with  himself,  and  to  have  participated  in  ail 
his  laborious  acts  of.cbirHy  witfi  e^ual  iaterest  and  readi* 
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v^s.  Viie*Aifi«mlty  mpeetlag  tbe  ImgMgtt  ivM  6f  no 
long  6i£8tflii0B>  he  WM  sMii  able  to  ^iirer  hi*  palertitfl 
exkovlatioiis  in  thfir  own  tongue ;  and  by  coiiTiiieing  bia 
flock  bow  macb  tbeir  real  good  waa  bis  sd'e  object,  be  se^ 
enrad  tbe  aActton  and  raapeat  «f  (be  wbole  body,  wilb  tbe 
axceptian  only  of  a  T«ry  Urw  wbom  iiMaveflt  or  jealoo^ 
taoffal  to  oppose  bhn, 

Wbeo  bo  flrst  took  posaeMion  of  tbe  see,  be  found  tbe 
reiidenoo  appropriated  to  htm  in  minsj  Ibe  ebnrebea 
Ibronfbont  tbe  diooeae  in  a  falKng  state,  ibe.  clergy  sunk 
in  ignemnee  itod  vioe^  the  people  not  misrely  untangbi  and 
fnstie,  but  greatly  debased  by  the  illfeit  trade  then  almost 
ibdr  sole  pnrsnit,  and  wMcb  natnrally  led  to  a  commerce 
wttb  tbe  worst  obaraoters  of  tbe  adjacent  countries ;  wbilat 
the  most  extreme  ignorance  of  r^igion,  or  eyen  morality, 
pemaled  att  dasses,  orratbi^r,  tbe  one  great  olass;  fbr^ 
with  tbe  exoeption  of  tibe  otteem  sent  erer  by  l4#rd  Derby, 
to  oeeupy  the  posts  of  gei^ernasent,  tbe  residue  of  the 
population  were  alike  subject  to  tbe  sudden  influx  9t  abtin- 
daiiee,  or  as  sudden  depression  of  pOTcrty.  • 
'  Vhe  only  eonrees  of  circulation  were  derived  fipom  fishing 
er  smuggling,  and  tbe  money  thus  aequil^  was  almost 
imaiiabiy  spent  in  intexieation,  of  yutgar  diisipation, 
•ader  the  idea^  that  the  same  chann^s  of  gain  were  stfll 
open  to  them,  it  i^as  to  eorrect  these  Aindamental  errctfe^ 
Aat  Bishop  Wiboa  strete  to  dWert  their  attention  to  agri*^ 
mdturalpufsttfte;  and»  as  a  first  and  most  material  step, 
hi  Mncert  with  tbe  keys,  be  proTailed  on  Bart  James,  in 
thn  list  psat  o€  his  suooesstou,  to  grant  tbe  act  of  settle- 
Aeaialrsedy  mentioned.  Whilst  lUs  question  was  under 
.  eenaiderolion)  tbe  bieliop  also  occupied  himsrif  ie  restorhig 
iM  dttapidated  state  ot  the  revenues  of  the  see,  and  re- 
building  bis  hous.e  i^t  Kick  lAiehael,  as  well  as  in  rqnik- 
ing  tbe  churches,  and  renewing  tbe  discipline  of  the  pare- 
•hial  acheols.  From  the  beginning  he  exacted  his  tithed, 
net  wUh  eoferity^  but  oertaiQly  with  sUfieient  strictness ; 
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{iroteet  the  duM  of  the  chorohy  and  not  to  strffer  tlMii, 
ifhich  sfacrttld  be  eet  apart  foraaered  p«rpMei|  to  bedi-* 
Torted  into  other  ehannab. 

Hts  boose  he  Mhirged,  and  reodened  capable  of  reoetr^- 
img  several  young  nieo»  whom  he  aduoated  under  his  own- 
eye,  and  by  his  example,  in  order  to  have  a  socoessioo  of 
olerf  y*  who  might  walk  in  the  way  beset  before  ibem  ;  and 
thus  he  laid  a  soUd  foundation  tffr  the  eiUeaeioa  of  knopr-r 
ledge,  and  practiee  of  piety,  in  the  next  generation.  In 
repairing  the  pariah  churohes,  he  always  set  the  csampkr 
of  a  large  subscription  from  his  own  parse,  and  exerted  bio 
influence  where  be  knew  there  was  ability  in  others,  so  an 
to  obtain  his  end  without  exactions  from  the  neccssilons  y 
nor  were  his  exertions  confined  to  these  publie  acts :  by 
fipequent  visits,  he  acquired  a  patriarchal  influence  in  aeariy 
erery  fiunily  in  bis  diocese,  aad  acquainted  himself  wittr 
the  character  and  ciraumatances  of  eneh  individnal,  lor 
whom  he  administered  aid,  counsel,  or  reproof,  as  the  oas» 
demanded;  and  so  tempered  his  wisdom  or  severity witk 
kindness  and  condesoensien,  that  he  was  soon  regavdedaa 
a  ministering  an^el,  and  his  presence  beUeved  to  pradnca 
a  blessing  wherever  he  came.  His  charity  waa  uiHrearied  ^^ 
at  his  door'  the  iadjigent  were  euro  of  relief,  for  he  sent* 
pulously  observed  the  iScriptttro  precept,  ^  never  to  tmm  baa 
face  from  any  poor  man,'  eo'  that  it  waa  siid  of  him,  'her 
ic^t  beggars  from  every  house  bat  Us  own/  For  a  longc 
time  there  was  no  medical  man  in  theisktid,  and  ha  waa  ia 
the  constant  habit  of  giving  advice  and  tnedieineate  the 
sick  of  aU  r&nks ;  but  when,  at  length,  some  pefiona  ift 
that  line  established  themselves  there,'  he  wtHiagly  IrfeUn^ 
quiahed  to  them  the  cmre  <^  the  wealthy^  but  slUl  aflbrde* 
his  aid  to  those  who  had  nothing  but  prayers  and  M^singa 
to  give  in  return. 

Soon  after  hts  aoceasion  to  ^he  bisbaprie>  Dr,  Wilaen 
was  united  to  Mary,  the  daughter  of  Thomas.  BMm^'  Eoq4' 
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^  WarritiKiM,  and  in  tiie  year  IWO,  ibe  aMoaqinM 
Urn  to  the  island.  Tbi§  meet  amiable  wpman  waa,  in.  every 
reapeot,  the  cempanion  best  fitted  for  Jiiai,  pions^  humble, 
and  charitable  as  himself.  By  her  he  had  four  children, 
only  one  of  whom  (a  son)  arriTed  at  matnrity.  The  period 
of  bis  connubial  happiness  was  very  short ;  Mrs.  Wikon^ 
at  the  end  of  five  years,  fell  into  a  languishing  complaint, 
in  which  she  lingered  nearly  twelve  months,  and  then  re- 
signed her  pure  spirit  to  her  Maker. 

This  afflictive  trial  was  borne  as  Bishop  Wilson  bore  aU 
the  dispensations  of  Providence.  Situated  as  ho  was,  ^ 
greater  bereaTement  can  hardly  be  eontieived !  be  had  lost 
the  only  one  who  could  partieipate  both  in  •his  pieasares. 
and  his  troubles,  and  his  loss  was  irremediable ;  bat,  not* 
withstanding'  his  keen  sense  of  the  affliction,  he  knew  how 
to  bless  the  hand  that  chastised  him :  ha  felt  like  a  mao^ 
but  *  not  like  one  without  hope.'  -  His  prayers  during  her 
•ickness,  andon  her  death,  ave  amongst  the  finest  examples 
^  devout  rerignation ;  and  in  his  meditations  he  drew  such 
a  character  of  the  deceased,  as,  while  it  most  hsTe  aggnu 
crated  bb  regret,  was  yet  calculated  to  elevate  hb  Slopes.* 
•  The  annual  return  of  his  episcopal  revenues  in  money 
did  not  exceed NjfdOO.  Some  necessary  articles,  and  some 
partienlar  objects  of  charity,  could  only  be  purchased  or 
Believed  in  specie ;  but  the  poor  of  the  island  were  fed  and 
detfaed,  and  the  house,  in  general,  supplied  from  Us  do* 
mains*  Those  who  could  weave  and  spin,  found  at 
Biahop^s  court  the  best  market  for  their  eommoditiea^ 
where- they  bartered  the  produce  of  their  industry  for  corn. 
'  Taibrs  and  shoemakem  were  kept  constantly  at  work  in 
the  house,  to  make  into  garments  the  cloth  or  leatherf 
%hieb  his  com  purchased ;  and  these  were  distributed  as 
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t  tte  M«s  Umd  smcnOPy  ivera  s  Aos  of  satsuMd  iMtticr,  Uccd  oa  the 
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^ffai^  or  at  low  ftlfim^  aQOfNnli«f  t«  th^i  moMuo  of  IM« 
WMto,  to  all  who  appliMl  for  Uiom*  Me  Goii«i49re4  himolf 
^  the  atewardi  not  propriotort  of  the  roTeuiioa  of  hip  aooj 
being  reaoUod,  from.hia  fimt  aoeoaaioa,  not  to  beap  d^ 
WMlth  for.hU  ohiUron  from  aMurce,  wbieh  tfie  atjciotiiesa 
^f  hia  religbua  priaciples  led  bin  to  believe  o«igbt  aot  m 
$o  be  appropriated.*  He  kept  a  regiater  of  all  tbe  poor  in 
bia  dioeesoy  in  wbiob  be  entered  tbe  namea  and  eironoi*: 
atanees  of  his  peaaionera»  and  thia  he  oalled  <  Matrionln 
Panperusu* 

]>nring  fifty-eight  yeam  of  bia  pastoral  U<o»  be  iieT4in 
nnleaa  YisUed  by  aiokneaa,  omitted  to  perfiarm  aone  par^ 
•f  the  church  duty  on  ernry  Sabbath  day.  In  the  year 
1708,  be  framed  tboae  ee<desiaatical  eonatitntions*  of  wbiob 
it  wan  aaid  by  I«ord  CbaiieeUor  King»  that  '  if  the  aiyrient 
^iadpUna  of  the  cburoh.waa  loat  elaowbor^  it  nogbt  bo 
fonnd  in  aU  its  purity  in  the  lak  of  Man.?'  In  Skploaibei> 
1708,  he  oonseoraied  tho  chapel  at  Dooglaa,  to  wbieh  bo 
bad  been  a  principal  contribntor*.  In  1700,  tbe  library  at 
Caatletown  was  finished^  daci^ed  almost  whcjly  from  tli^ 
same  source.  In  1711,  be  wmi  to  JLoo^o,  to  netti^  aoa»o 
f xoiae  buaiaess  relating  to  the  lord  and  poople«f  tbo  iabpdy 
iffaen  ;bo  was  greatly  diatinguisbod  bj  Qv^an  Amm^.wh^ 
offered  him  an  English  biahppric,  whifib  ^  d^Unedi  bor 
oause,  aa  he  aaid,  he  ^  felt  ibot,  with  tbe  blesaing  of  God» 
be-oonld  do  some  good  in  the  littl^  spot  wb^re  be  jtbon  ror 
aided,  whereas,  should  be  bo  rampvod  to  a  large  sphaiPe,  bf 
might  be  loat,  and  forget  hia  duly  to  fiod,  and  to  bia  4ock/ 
.  Hia  paternal  oaro  of  this  lay^ur^  people  appeal*  ip  llp^ 
▼arious  annual  exhortations  deUvered  by  bim  to  tbo  clergy^ 
in  which  it  was  his  oustom  to  oomm^ntufkon  tbo  e¥enta  i|f 
Ibe  past  year,  to  adoumiah  tbe  nogKgant,  aad.  fUPQUanglfe 
the  diligent ;  he  insisted  strenuously  on  tbe  duties  of  yisit- 
ing  and  catechising  the  uninformed,  and  furniabed  each 

•  asalib  Aadraw  on  thb  ssl^M  to  Ut  CUUita,  in  tlto.il^^ 
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ll^amb  wMb  books  of  instraotibn  koil'detotioB  I  btti,  above 
ail  tMngSi  roqttireft  irom  his  dergy'tberinost  acrupdloua 
regard  to  their  own  eharaieler  alid  conduot;  as  the  only 
means  of  giving  eAeaoy'to  their  doctrine. 
^  Nothing  coald-nora  strongly  ovinee  his  anxiety  on  fhea& 
subjects  than  the  pitayers  composed  by  Jiiin  for  the  use  of 
all  the  chnrehes  io  his  diocese,  when  certain  persons  lay 
under  seatencp  of  death  lor  ^c^tions  of  the  laws.  He 
treated  these  events. as  national  calamities,  and  employed 
his  utmost  exertions  to  render  the  examples  thus  necessa- 
rily made,  of  public  utility  to  warn  and  awaken  his  whole 
ilook.  His  own  deep  concern  on  these  occasions  must  have 
been  to  the  last  degree  impressive,  and  coukl  not  have 
failed  to  operate  forcibly  on  the  minds  of  the  people. 

80  also  on  oeoasioBS  of  scarcity,  which  frequently  oc- 
curred in  those  times,  he  evermore  led  the  sufferers  to  Qod» 
He  tanght-tkein  to  endure  wHh  patience  whilst  the  chas- 
tisement lasted,  and  when  the  trial  was  at  an  end,  he  joined 
them  in  sueh  fervent  thanks. as. created  in  his  hearers  a 
perpetual  sense  of  the  superintendmiee  of  providence,  and 
rendered  even  want  amd  deprivation  eventual  blessings. 
r  Thoee  who  have  not  lived  as  I  have  done  on  the  scene  of 
Bishop  Wilson's  apostolical  exertions,  who  have  not  heard 
kis  prahes,  after  the  lapse  of  a  whole  century,  still  the 
theme  of  every  tongue,  and  seen  the  stiU  unfaded  menu- 
mentoof  his  benevoienoe;  may  be  iacUned  to  think  these 
praises  are  exaggerated ;  but  I  may  safely  appeal  to  the 
inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  to  say,  whether  I  have  no^ 
curtailed  and  omitted  numheriesa  instances  of  hb  pietj^ 
4ind  charity.  , 

'  It  is  with  infinite  pain  that  I  have  now  to  change  the 
aoenoi  and  from  exUbiling  the  man  of  God  in  the  delighV 
ful  performance  of  his  duty,  followed  by  the  praises,  and 
love  of  his  people,  and  seeure  in  the  respect*  of  all  ranks, 
to  deseribe  him  as  p^^ecuted,  insulted,  and  even  impri- 
4wh4.    Whether  his  extraordinary  piety,  condbined  with 
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kii  dMi^id  iNipttlaAtjr,  IhmI  ucf«ed  Ae  jorioMy  tf  U* 
e&Aimp0nrle»  in  «(Bce,  imiHiat  «■*  .%fi  kMwo;  fc*t  it 
^eems  aibre  than  probaUe  soiie  Mtohf-prtdiafUfeiag  cmiflf 
must  haTe  existed,  ati  tte  idU»g^  fftttod  of  cpiffr«l  lie« 
tW^h  Mnf  and  GrOTferMvHo.^  ttfipMra  to.  triiiiiff^  ikU  it 
i»  hai^ly  possible  to  M&tre  it  «h#«M<have  been  taflfiiDed  to 
dl»tittb  tbe  peace  of  a  mM,  whoee  eufaptary  fduartet^r  hM 
hi  that  tiibe  9ectir«d  Mm  the  «g|iiBttie  #f  persiNiB  of  tbe 
first  distltoettota  ht  all  parts  «r  Jbamf. 

A  sto¥y  is  curfenY  iti  tfal»  island,  whi^  «)fbra  a  kin^  «f 
i^oltttioA  to  these  dMcuUies,  bdft  bMng'  MAKMced  Jiy  tki 
histomn  bf  Dr.  Wll^n,  ^r  any  oUvnr^vrriter  itaon  Ms  time^ 
I  eab  neither  venture  tis  insert  «»  an  tt*q4cationabte  fiEuet^ 
nor  call  I  "Wholly  pa^s  o^^  vrhiki  (a  mriwItaUy  belibTed^ 
^ft^i^  ^^r^y  pQKicdhir  rblati<v«  to  thus  biabop  is  fdeserwd 
iMth  feli^Ms  c^afe'. 

Itis'said  (abd  lA  this  pitrtksuklr  the  authiir  bf  ki»  KEl 
concorft)  thftt  #hen  b^  tbolc  putfssMston  ef  tbe  aei  of  M n^ 
Ike  ftmnd  tltb'T^VeMto  4l»  a  «t«fte  ^'  kliltptditiib  ;  the  tHhet 
ki  pafttatiltfr  titid  t>^«n  Mflferyd  <o  btpae  fMoi  tte  nef leet  of 
fornrer  incnt^bentl^ :  MA  at  prdotioe  ittd  orapt  ia  olf  iiisBy 
ii6^e¥Ying  the  edtMes  of  tjh^  principal  ^eMt-  offioilfa  fkwa  ibis 
species  of  taxation ;  Which  ^komptioM,  foaaideA  oidf  oi 
cu^tbAi;  vfere  turned  ^r^oripliv^- rights,  and  «t  lanftt 
cAtne  to  be  ^ot  up  ofs  indefbastblo.  The  Ai^t  ofbrts  of  tha 
bishop  ibr  tbo  improt^ment  of  the  impoiittifebed  t^vmnaa 
of  bis  chorcA,  were  directed  agatnst  tineaa  powerM  ofif 

in  thb  prosecution  of  thfis  nsalfter,  maiA  Miinoaiiy  wan 
en^ndered  on  both  sides ;  and  there  are  some  doeameala 
«ktant  wbtch  c^rtainfly  biealr  ovi  the  rflaiimi.  That  a  ami 
^f  the  bteibop's  tiprig^ht  and  iiidnp«ndefat  «|ririil  dboalitfcave 
«et  himself  to  obrogfate  clarms  merely*  founded  in  pow^r-ob 
one  Ade,  ahd  admitted  frOfti  w^akiiMs^n  ^  otbeir,  te  V9Shf 
highly  i)>rtA>lM^ ;  that  hto  aboaki^dsoliaire  igona  irtaaMitdy 
to*  thb  Mt^e  of  tbe  .ef#,  ia  ooaaiataat  Hdgtfi.  bis  MMte 


iH>urs6  of  actings  and'  Mtiag ;  bat  that  lie  should  Imre  con^i 
ductM  iMs  intatt^'Vrfflr  the  lispl^rky  sonfetimes  aseribed  t^ 
MtD)  1  flnd'lt  #Midalt  io  b^ie^e.  Aeoordittg  to  the  eoole^ 
Siasti^al  taws^  df  the  »1ftird9'*a^^ocessriimy  be  commenced 
in  the  bikh^^s'coiirt;  whfaAitlo«^s'iiot6Teii'Teqaife  a  hear^ 
Mg  on  both  sides-,'  or  a  nottee  to4he  defendant ;  and  on  an 
expartC  'statement^  an  order*^9M»y  pasfi  agains|Lia  person 
complained  of,  which  if  not  implicitly  obeyed*^  subjects 
them  to  implisoiiment  idntiQi'g  the  pleasure  <tf  iihe  court,  or 
liH  ail  appeal  is  accepted  to  the  ttiOtYopolltan;  And  it  is 
said,  that'uvder  autborily  of  this  la^,  {oertainly  exist- 
ing, but  not  often  actcid  upon,)  Bishop  'Wilsmi,  in  conse* 
•quence  of  the  resistance  of  the  then  Clerk  of  the  Holts  to 
tut  payafMt'of  his  tytbe^  issued  biis  pfMept^  and  oomlnitled 
liim  close  ]^risoner  to  4be  dangeon  at  Kirk  GerBoain.  In 
iconfirniatibn  of  4his  statement,  a  peAitiM  appears  on  record 
from  the  Oldrk  ^of  the  RoMsr^  complaiiring  of  such  treat- 
fnent,  and  praying  to  be  hoard  in  person  against  the  deh 
tnand  ;  <to  ^fMch  peti^n  the  answer,  signed  by  thebi^op's 
own^hafid;  is,  thai  €ueh  iiemriitff  wot  TMt  €ust0nuMrpy  nor 
ftould  he  granted, 

'In  what  manfteplMs  sfibir  ended  i  have  not  bean  aUe  to 
ascertatn;  but  as  lAost  of  ^fllqse  prescriptive  rigbts  were 
lannihUated,  in  tUl  probabillly  the '-bishop  obtained  a  victory, 
-as  in  justice  and  rett^otf  he  OKgbt  to  have  dMe :  for  the 
dniquity  of  BRlsessing'the  poor  and  exempting  the  rich  must 
be  obfrious  to  alh 

In  the  present  times,  when  the  indefeaatble  rights  of 
man  are  so  lirell  iestaUish^d, '  perhaps  we  may  wi^  Adt 
iHiat  it  wad  perfectly  ju^t  and  proper  tO'd4,  had  been  donte 
<w{fh  more  regard  to  those  <rights.  We  are  naturally 
niioclled  lit  the  id^'bf  claims,  hbwever  welt  fouirded,4etng 
'arbitrarily  established ;  and,  perhaps,  we  must  ahro  aduiity 
4Hiat  if  lliere  was  »  blemiah  in  the  charafcter  of  bishop 
'Wilioii,  (aiid'^vlttit^  h^Mten  .eMalvre  is  iMtfaout  ^one,)  it  ew- 
^sled  ia  an  Uttadunent,  approaoUiig  to  bigotry^  :to  tho 


?•  HISTORY  OF  TBE 


oanoM  of  the  ohuroh.  In  exacteg  comSonrntf  to  < 
aslieal  kws,  he  foUewed  botii  the  sfivit  ead  the  letter.  It 
net  eneogh  that  the  ehuroh  had  deeieed  e  poiot  to  render 
men  debate  en  the  anlgeet  a  ■aetilege  in  hb  eyea.  He 
ehruttk  with  horror  frem  every  qncstion  that  night  by  poa- 
aibilky  diatiirb  the  faith  either  of  hinadf,  er  hbfloek:  in 
his  dread  of  the  inenraieBa  of  inAdelity^  he  even  exelnded 
diaonaaion. 

It  ia  weUi  known  that  he  anapanded  a  dcrgynwn  in  the 
ialand,  for  hasarding  a  doubt,  in  one  of  Ua  dieoonraea^ 
whether  the  power  of  granting  abaohilien  for  ain  had 
really  devolved  firom  the  npoatlea  to  thor  anoceaaora  in  the 
miaiatry. 

BntaHeraU,  theae  atiatakea,  if  anohthey  were,  apmng 

fiom  e  mind  nealonaly  devoted  to  the  oanae  of  genuine  re^ 

ligion.    Dr.  Wilson  had  settled  hk  belief  on  eonvietieai^ 

na  his  whole  oonrse  of  anting  through  a  long  life  evidendy 

proved*    He  knew  the  eonaequeneea  of  agitating  doubt  in 

ignorant  minday  aueh  aa  he  had  to  govern :  he  aaw  that  to 

•give  effioaey  to  hie  deetrine,  he  ninst  fcUow  the  ecKample  of 

his  Saviour,  and  '*  teaeh  aa  one  having  authority  ;**  and 

neoording  to  the  ehamoter  of  the  tiawa  in  whieh  he  fived, 

he  could  admit  of  no  eoaqiromiee.    Contrav^sy  waa  not 

then,  as  new,  under  the  eonteal  of  moderation,  or  even 

good  nmnners;  it  waa  a  apacies  of  warfere^  in  the  proae- 

eution.of  which,  all  means,  whether  of  insult  or  injwy^ 

were  considered  as  lawful  weapons ;  and  anch  in  aU  probe- 

bility  bad  been  the  conduct  of  hia  oppenenta  in  the  dUfbr- 

ence  ariaing  mi  the  aubject  of  tythes.    In  the  lapse  of  time 

all  that  is  not  upon  reoerd  is  lost,  and  we  see  only  a  severe 

infliction,  without  knowing  any  of  the  aggravation  4mt 

led  to  it,  or  the  cireumatanees  which  might  make  it  neoea- 

sary.    One  thing,  however,  is  obvious,  that  had  the  biahep 

exceeded)  hia  authority,  the  aMUns  of  obtaining  redreaa 

ngainst.h^m  were  open  and  easy,  and  that  thia  waa  ne^sr 

attempted*    Tfie  uae  he  ni^e  of  the  improved  revennea-of 
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hb  Me  are' aba  a  pvoof,  written  in  unfading  cbaraetos,  of 
the  diBintereated  purity  of  hiB'  notiTea ;  and  at  any  rate 
tbe  course  of  retafiataoii  adopted  'agaiiiBt  hun/  if  suck  it 
imB,  was  wholly  u^^itifiabley  aa  being  founded  oeidier  in 
law  or  equity;  besides  wbieb,  the  number  of  years  thai 
had  ehipsed  frvMD  the  time  when  Dr.  Wikon  estoUished 
these  oflbttsive  obdms^  and  the  efaanges  wfaieh  had  tskeft 
place  in  the  governing  power,  leads  one  to  doubt  wheAhev 
the  extraordinary  pereeenlion  he  afterwards  underweht 
could  have  originated  in  thii  source. 

The  history  of  this  affair,  as  it  may  be  gathered  from  his 
Ufe,  is  as  follows :  In  1719,  Mrs.  Horn,  ttie  wife  of  the 
governor,  baring  some  quarrel  vrith  one  Mrs.  Puller,  she 
carried  her  resentment  so  far  as  to  charge  her  opponent 
with  a  criminal  intimacy  with  one  Sir  James  Poole,  .then 
also  resident  in  Castletown ;  and  had  so  much  inflneoce 
with' die  Archdeacon  Hoimobin  as  to  prevail  on  him  to  re- 
fuse the  sacrament  to  the  supposed  offender,  on  account  of 
this  acousation.  Mrs.  Puller,  mortified  ami  exasperated 
by  tiiis  public  disgrace,  had  recourse  to  the  mode  pointed 
out  by  the  eodesiastical  constitutions  to  establish  h^  inno- 
cence, namely,  by  oath ;  which  she  and  Sir  James  Poote 
tendered  belMe  the  bishop,  vrith  compurgators  of  the  best 
eharaeter :  and  no  eridenoe  being  produced  by  their  accu- 
sers to  establish  the  charge,  though  repeatedly  called  on  to 
this  pui^ose,  they  were  in  consequence  cleared  of  the  im- 
putation, and  sentence  passed  against  Mrs.  Horn,  as  in* 
▼enter  of  the. calumny,  Ufic  which  she  was  required  to. ask 
{lardon  of  those  she  had  traduced :  but,  fiur  from  complying 
Viiiik  this  moderate  requisition,  the  governor's  lady  per 
remptorily  refused  obecKence, .  and  openly  expressed  the 
vtmost  contempt  both  for  the  bishop  and  the  censures  of 
the  church.  For  this  indecent  disrespect  to  the  laws,  which 
iier  elevated  situation  rendered  the  more  offenaive,  she  was 
in  her  turn  banished  from  the  altar,  till  atonement  should 
be  made.    Notwttiiatabdiog  which,  the  archdeacon,  out  of 
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pique  t6  Hie  fcttbep,  ^  <ftr  sonid  othef  uttweiftby  mtdTe^ 
leomv^  h«r  to  the  eomimiiiioii. 

'  An  itisuU  to  hbDO^  tbe  bishop  would  b«^o  had  bo  difll^ 
Mhy  to  fopgi^o,  but  dfoobodienca  to  tb«  ebarrii  be  cotild 
*ot  comiatenUy  oTevlook ;  niid  slter  i^one  farther  didcas- 
sioB,  be  was  compelled  to  saspeftd  the  ardhdeaoon  ;  iv4io  In 
A  rage,  imtead  of  -rafonriag  tbe  matter  to  the  Arehbfobop 
•f  York,  the  proper  jiid^  hi  eeoleaiaedeal  aflhifs,  threw 
Mfiiaelf  oa  ttie  ctTil  power,  where  he  iarai?  assured  of  sup* 
port  in  his  contumacy.  ' 

-  In  the  interim,  the  bMop  had  appointed  the  ReT.  Mr. 
.R<»ss  to  oftciate  in  the  ehapel  at  Oaetletdwn,  during  the 
arehdMoon^s  suspeneion ;  but  the  govemoar  refused  to  dell- 
ier  the  keyi  to  him,  and  kept  the  ehapcA  shut  up  altogether. 
On  which  Ae  bishop  made  a  strong  remonstraBce  at  tbft 
Tywwald  eonrt  afaiost  this  entrenchment  on  the  spiritual 
authority.  This  doeument,  which  is  dated  June  29,  IfK, 
being  edikessed  to  the  governor  at  the  Tynwald,"*  was  not 
noticed  but  at  the  oonelosion  of  the  meeting ;  and  ^wben 
nearly  all  the  keys  and  most  of  the  council  had  retired, 
Captatn  Horn,  wkh  those  who  remained,  made  an  jM'd«r, 
fn  fhenmme  cf  the  fthete^  that  the  bishop  should  'be  fined 
^n^,  and  his  two  vioars  £90  each,  for  illegal  and  extra* 
jadieial  proceedings  in  suspending  Archdeacon  Korrobin: 
Antd  on  tbe  Mth  of  tbe  same  montir,  on  their  r«4flisid't6 
pay  fte  penalty,  they  were  aM  three  committed  to  Caotle 
Rushea.  The  laws  df  tbe  island  must  have  been  in  a  most 
fttdetternrinate  state,  wtien  sueh  proceedings  as  these  could 
lie  ^sarried  into  offset,  on  a  sentence  actually  disato wed  hj 
nearly  all  tbe  persons  pretended  to  be  concurring  4n  It,  and 
tt  wldeh  no  previous  notice  bad  been  given  to  the  defend^ 
Mts,  to  tfSbrd  them  an  opportunity  of  rebutting  the  charges 
brought  tigains  t  them . 
The  conceni  t)f  the  people  on  this  ineuit  being  offered  to 

^  See  Appendix,  No.  4. 


thek  keloT«d.]iastori  atneuoted  to  ag ony.  TlRy:a88e«;&Ue4 
ia  ero^da  rou^d  11^9  prisoa  wallsj  and  it  was  with  iDfioit^ 
diffioaUy.  tfaey.. were  .pneven ted  leyelling  tbe  governor'^ 
l^u9e  ij^ith  the  grouod ;  npr  waa  it  preferyf4  a^  !&•(  bu^ 
Ity  tbe  exbortatioiis  of  t)ie  bisbnp,  who  beiBg  permitted  tf 
address  them  through  a  windqw  of  his  prispo,  cntreate4 
their  f^ribearaBce  and  submissiofi)  telling  them  he  would 
'^l^peal  unto  C»sar/'  (meaBiog.  the  king^)  ^^i^nd  bad  no 
doubt  be  would  vindicate  his  cause^  if  he  had  aeted  right.? 
But  thofigb  he  restrained  tifem  by  his  influemce  frem.ope^ 
tiplencei  nothing  conld  aUay  their  anxiety.  .  JjH  busin^a}^ 
tfairou^helrt  tb^Jskud  wc^  at  a  stand,  one  sole  object  at». 
tcacted  the  attentiiim  of  tht^  whole  comiiittaity^  apd  nothing 
Vul  fMHHsoiajl  a«d  alqu^st  daily  conviction  cf  ,his  safetjj^ 
itoifld  satisfy  the  individiiaA  appreheiMiiqns  of  b»  fl<icl^ 
wJMi  resorted  from  all  parti  jdi  hundreds  to  the  waUs  of  the 
M»ile(  hot  Wwld  th^y  de|^t  witheujt  his  ben^dietitn  «n4 
toohseL^  I  .       .. 

Wiik  1?hat  s^Miatknis  govetuor  Hoiti  ittlKt  tiavie  beh^4 
ttese  scefich  of  publie  distress  and  jgratit«de,  it  is  not  difl^- 
jcmU  tnt  oftflibeite^  bnt.  it  is  wondeKnl  t)iart  'A  should  have 
prodvced  no  efitet  on  ht$  oondttd^  for  so  far  was  he  flrpni 
nkwBg  any  part  of  tiie  personation  to  which  he  had  sub^ 
jeeted  these  divines^  that  he  aotnaUy  distained  tliem.  two 
iBMiths;  aod  tiuring  that  time  dietaited.  elirery .  possible 
4(|g|;ravation  of  their  swfferingn,  reffusin^  adstkittanoe  ^ther 
to  friopvds  or  .servanlB,  and  tEea^Jag  thetn  in  all  ctopeetQ  a# 
yenons  epniined  for  high  trei^soD* 

The  case  meanwhile  was  fully  stated  by  the  bishqp  in  n 
yethite  to  tbe  king  in  couneil,  Irhieh  was^  however,  dis* 
miissd  dn  tbe  jgronind  of  ^n^SonriMltiy,  inaionttch  as  it  sbouU 
-haTS  been  addressed  to  tlife  Earl  bi  Derby ;  but  it  w^ 
^rooomiiafended  by  the  law  officers  of  the  orowa,  that  tbe 

'^  t^et^bhop  ilffeHraMs  tt^dilredy  Afct  Ue  he¥«r  got^nlcM  fall  didcdie  so 
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Usbop  and  vicars  sboold  deposit  the  fises  as  a  means  of 
procuring  their  release^  under  an  assurance  tliat  such  com-^ 
pliance  should  not  pnyndioe  their  appeal.  Accordingly 
they  did  pay  down  the  money ;  and  being  thra  set  at  liber- 
ty, they  immediately  repaired  to  England  to  prosecute  the 
affiur  before  the  proper  tribunal. 

In  a  subsequent  petition,  the  bishop  states  that  Ids  rea- 
SODS  for  not  appealing  to  the  lord  of  the  isle,  in  the  first 
place,  were,  that  as  the  prosecution  against  him  was  con* 
ducted  by  the  earVs  attorney,  he  did  suppose  it  was  with 
his  lordship's  concurrence,  more  especially  as  the  fines,  if 
legally  assessed,  would  have  belonged  to  hb  lordship  also. 
That  the  bishop  judged  right  in  believing  the  matter  was 
to  a  certain  extent  countenanced  by  the  earl,  is  rendered 
evident  by  what  followed ;  and  the  only  justification,  or 
rather  apdogy,  to  be  oflbred  is,  that  Lord  Derby  must 
have  been  deceived  by  misrepresentations,  whidi,  however, 
ought  not  for  a  moment  to  have  counterbalanced  the  hi|^ 
and  wdl  established  reputation  of  the  bishop.  However, 
on  finding  it  necessary  to  carry  his  appeal  through  tUs 
channel,  die  bishop  and  his  vicars  went  into  Lancashire^ 
and  repeatedly  presented  tbennelves  at  the  mansimi  of  the 
earl,  who,  nevertheless,  refused  them  all  acesss  to  his  per- 
son, nor  would  he  even^examine  into  the  nature  of  their 
complaint;  but  itfter  keeping  them  in  attendance  from 
August  to  Novendier,  he  at  last  peremptorily  refused  to 
accept,  the  appeal  on  any  tM'ms.  On  which  they. were 
obliged  to  resort  to  London,  and  otSa  a  third  petttioo  to 
the  king* 

The  Attorney  General  thmi  gave  a  regular  notice  to 
Lord  Derby  of  the  proceedings,  and  demmided  froni  him 
if  he  had  any  knowledge  of  the  aflhir,  or  any  thing  to  ob^ 
ject  against  the  appeals  being  entertained.  To  which  his 
lordship  returned  an  answer  in  substance  as  follows : 

^'  That  not  having  had  any  previous  intimation  of  the 
proceedings  firom  any  of  the  constituted  anthwities  in  the 


lito  M^Mfltt^-^h/opMNiU'^iisBo  loniwerM  tirllid'e(H0phiintr; 
4iMt  tliR|||B'Mlfnrtd>Ahi  fMn^sMOiiMtiiied  of  t»  heh«w«t 
M^.jMl^{«ni*iBff  vto;  Md  'liad':*d'-d  Oe  «nller  in 
ilr  tfehopVpttJUiiir  iWMi  i»iaw|)reetoted.".  » 

:  TileMlmH  df  Urn  mrufbuUs  ^bMineib,  dW  im  jenm* 
^oserafioB^  attcndtfl  !wtk  ikoavy*  eiffonae^  and  mdch  p^n- 
«riiri  mxatiottf'  wiMy  >thi*  ifae  who^  pvoceediiqjv  weva  d^ 
Mmw^  tebeSlldgri^  aad^il^liseiveieikiCMne  nvcviied; 
iml'iflr  Mtootcc))!€f  dMaafpcfl  agdktstr^lM'  pavMao^  and^oij^ 
tee»y  <aititMra»oiS  eaitedfrsiiily,  .n^forMiaiaBt  was  madk :  fntt 
jIMb^  MHtHtar  wae  to.ke.tef»<id^  a  fimkaaa  at  law,  4fc 
:g>i<h  Umi  hinhvft  JMid  4io^ioelii»tioii  4o  waort,  AttperMmal 
ilffiAcM'Wlasaaa heoiaiU eaiilf  foagWaaM overlook ;  hU 
adlevflAj^st  k*i  Mittr  to  eatajkliab  «a  fliaeipKiie  of  kht 
<4iM»H^  and  laiw^aMrcaeded  in  tiat,  lie  hadaco^ftarilM^ 
reaentment  to  gratify.  The-  aiapamlM  of  'MxtMewom 
filarnikiil!w4a  UkMraffby^kioaaflter  yrapeir  aukiaiMUn; 
^•IfWkettar  lbs.  IIoikk4a*irittBAt9  thatenm  a4jMaad»  I 
lucf fwaa  ^aaafaWttiordiipatag^  i  eaaiifcadojjiafifefary  liwt 
4lM[  bialMfiiffN^AiiM  itfiaiiffvah  a  pobm  o£  auA  ia^MMBtaMl 

{ariPC9dl%  wifthmV«^kiMiaM  aT  ntgriH^  ^HMi' tlie  prfa^apal 
actors  ID  it  akould  have  escaped  withoot  d«a'*pMhlmi«tS 
Mar:tfto  I  htAp  umrmg^  ^ke-  teaa  of  Cafltaitt  OkriaHka, 
^liareifll  n  <«>ita^aO<daiidkdUy  diKnttit  #ai(*>avsmd'4by<*a 
aMBi.^f  BUfllad.  In  kit  aAir'aa  iartpif^  afpeatwirf 
iMevmd  i»  tka  firtt  lastaaaa,  Ikangh  cftred  by  a  peaibiit 
ha^ns  noi  peraaiaal  iHtaraatin  tke  pcamontiQft ;  and  ite  tiaC 
yrtWiM'  a  ifViii«va«  iNk'  grtmiMi  la  a  aabitoqisekt  Maiffl) 
Hie  judgtf  ^k*  had  pMsad;  an  ilk«id  ymteiiM  wcrc^^kHC 
M&«iljMiiiiMHMl,  ^nd  Wk  restJIntfbB  made,  f|Mi'all^a«i» 
add cAoiyca  t*  tkd  hetrs'iif  tte aaflhaar.    ■atkerie^  ittad 

15  ft  X  • 
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WM  reridtoredl  Mend  both  bf  im  fatotiM  aiiil1lh«  virtMs 
of  %  iMg  oBblMiiiAed^life,  tlie  MvrtridMlarar  HmUT  tac^wft 
Id  the  tmk  of  redrMthif  hi»  gfricTauceg,  beyoad  Ao  re* 
fersftl  of  a  P«Mry  Aiie,  and  leave  wM  the  rest  as  they  fettnd 
it,  irfth  faAvdIy  a  rtif  hi  reprialaBd  to  the  oAraden.  b 
centideriafr'tUB  oatrage,  a  aatiifal  coopariioa  arises  be- 
tsreea  the  times  when  each  aflscoadaet  eoaM  he  so  fasstd 
over,  aad  4he  ^reseat,  arhea  ttot«Mtai(aattif  the  iriMeal 
cryraised'agaiastexistiafdefcets  hi  the  goTernaieat  aad 
ibrcoshes  of  the  oonstitiitfon,  I  tfdak  Oo  oae  wflldeay^  ihst 
tf  sash  a  seeae  was  eaaeted  ia  oae  of  oar  reatslesi  ^ 
peadeaoies,  aad  oa  -the  persoa  of  the  most  obseare  kltS^ 
•oidual,  it  waoU  rribe  a  ohoaoin:  whbh  aothhig  bat  Oio 
fattest  redress  to  the  itajoMd,  aad  panishsMat  of  ibe  &dik^ 
faeats,  oooM  pasify  or  aHsy. 

,  .Bishop  Wilsoa  feh  the  eoase^aeaees  of  the  rigoart  he 
hsd  addeifone  datiag  Ao^ronaiader  of  Ms  life,  hafiag 
esastraoted  a  rbeastelio  disesse  from  ^the  ^dampness  of  4lio 
ptiaoa^  fsfaldi  disabled  Ae  UngM  of  hb  light  head.  The 
espoBses  also  fcH  Torf  heary  oa  Mm,  behig  la  tiw  arh<4e 
iam  JUM  ;  of  wUeh  he  reeelved  £m$  la  a  saboelip- 
I,  set  oa  foot'withooi  Us  haowMge,  to  sasmt  hi  eatry^ 
lag  oa  Ae  caose. 

..  Ia  the  yearlTM,  the  clergy  oS  the  htead  were  thnma 
i^lD  great  treaible  by  the  death  of  the  Barlof  Derby,  who 
tearing  ao  tesue,  the  lordsMp  of  Msa  derolred  to  the 
Dake  of  Athdl ;  aad  by  iMs  ereat  they  weta  aesriy  de- 
prtred.  of  their  subsisteaoe.  Thefar  Kriags  eoasistiog  of 
ooa  third  of  ike  impropriations,  wUeh  had  heea  porehased 
ft«a  a  fbmier  eari,  in  the  cfpiseopate  of  Dr.  Barrotr ;  iia 
estate  heloaging  to  the  Derby  fluaily  ia  Laaeariiire  hatfag 
beea  collateraUy  boaad  as  security  for  the  payaieat  of  Oe 
aaaual  retaros.  Oa  the  separation  of  the  islaad  from  the 
earldom,  the  Duke  of  Athd  ftlsipnd  the  impffopriatioas  as 
an  iaseparable  appendage  to  Ms  estate  and  royalty.    The 
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MOOfAi,  nor  eonld.aBy  ^titfe  beiiaaAi  enl  ekher  to  tlur 
•rifinal  piiccliMe  or  the  ogihileful  fleourity. 

Uailer  4ltts  dam  die  elergpy  wevld  kare  takeD  a  iiery 
■aaU  tam  iaJiou  ^  Amt  eUimn^  «i|d. Ae  kpbop  meetieM 
in  a  letter .tp  his  fen,.hosf  mueh  they  ime  treaUedto  find 
pioper  persoas  .to  .senra  i»  the  nuawtry;  peeyle  beny 
eatiidy  diaeoaiagad  fyom  briagiag  «p*  iheif'  aoae  to  the 
diviieb.  Bui  wtt  le^gih*  by  the^uiiceeeiaf  iftdaetry  aad 
|Mr»e«etaaqe  of  the  dieoiMaa  .aa4  his.eoa,  the  orifiaal 
4eedis  vere.dieooverad  to  hirre  been  loilffeil  in*  the  Relle 
Ghapd,  Leaden ;  and  being  ioilaediatoly  eKeni|Afted  nn^ 
der  the>  great  seal  of  England}  .the  eeeuiity  ef  the  iaipro^^ 
priattoas  waa  eatablished  to  the  gaeat  relief  of  the  paitiee 
eencemed. 

In  1740^  a  severe  seardty  oeennred  in  the  iilaad,  wheae 
in  feet  the  oora  raised  being  always  far  short  ef  the  con- 
awapthin,  whene? cr' (as  it.  hjeppeaed  atithatilaae)  an  en« 
baage  waa  laid  on  the  .Bnglish  port%  .gveai;neeeaaity  wan 
aiare  to  ensne.  •  The  bishop  diatrihuted  hie  own  grain  ae* 
fiar  as  it  wenld  go«  and  bought  «ip  an  additional  quantity 
at  a  high  priec^  to  sell  out  at  a  redacedoae^  hot  all  hie  ef-« 
fprto  were  iaadequato  to  relieve  the  pressure  of  distreas. 
To  incresse  the  ealaaiity}  an  epidemie  disease  bvokh  out, 
end.as  he  was  theen^jiAyMatm  ia  the  island^  hial^odttly 
faligiiea  .OMsrt  hare  beem  inesaaant.  In  this  .deplorable 
statoy  a' petition*  ww  preferred  to  the  king,  in  ooaneil^  by 
the  bishop's  sottt  (who  was  ehaplahi  to. George  IL)f  tfvit 
4ie  eaob^go  nighil  be  taken  off  to  a  i^rtain  entsnt ;  a.aiq^ 
ply  of  earn  wi^  at  length,  obtained  iaat  in  timetoanve 
the  whole  people  from  starration.  The  Dake  of  Athol 
also  exerted  himself  for  their  relief,  and  rsoMved  due  ao^^ 
knowledgment  from  the  keys  on  the  oeoasioQ. 
^  lo  1743,  the  bishi^  wrote  a  lettar  of  thanks  to  bin* 
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mif€fre4  4A  fai$  MB,  ni  Mkiay  iam  m  ^nfcMi  of  W«ii- 
minster.'^  The  hUkMufm  apuiKfa  cbaiMiar  tei^  at  tiii 
»eraM  lu  tbt  wMraHra  «f  i«  nakt;  mM  ibe 
;  emlted  p^voaagw  in  Taftoiis  faflli  flf  Baivp^  bant 
iMiiiDOty  C^Mft  mrtna§.  fat  Ae  tale  ef  Matt,  the  ptapk 
were  .»•  elpecgiy  pennade*  Ikhi  a  iar§ir  poHn  af  the 
Ucasiage  af  heaTenvitwAed  ea  Um^  tfeat  they asuer I 
UMir  htnreei  Ittl  he  dU,  hapiag  4a  p^rtkipat^  th 
kun,  in  tbeee  i^tanlagei :  and  if  hy  cheacehe  paseed  aaar 
any  AeM  whem^bay.  amnaal  vorky  their  labeitra  ware  tea* 
pended  Gmt  a  MoaKNit^  whiletthey  aakad  Ua  hiiaritfetian  ; 
aad  then  aehawtd,  aitf  an  inenaaed  caa^ctfaiOy  that  «»r 
ene  day^  at  laaet,  tiiay  would  be  pniap<foaii«t 

At  the  adTanced  age  o€  eighty,  be  gives  the  < 
aeaaant  <tf  UHillaly  Ihbemin  aletter  to  faia^n. 


«'!  U<aa  «ad  I  a«  praMjrweU.    I.pmahed  aa  Piiai 

goaday;  admnhiltrpd  the  ••  Mievaiaeat'  en  Baalar  Bm; 
pveached  and  adaaiaiataaed  tlie  aicvhaMft  on  fiaater  B«f 
atPtel)  ihenaatSandaywtKifir.llioheal)  awllaet«Mi- 
day  at  Jaihyi  whan  I  pm<MW»d  the  whala  i 


In  17U,  hepaiabaaaii  aane  land,  whieh  he«dtal4a  the 
living  af  Jvbikj,  In  If 65»  hia  aoli^itatiam,  added  iatUhae 
af  bit  son,  4>btainfeNl  a  nMeanl  of  ikk  myal  kaafttjrto  the 
tkrgjr,  which  tawi  bean  etapeoded  for  eef^aral  yoira. 

He  ooiitiiinad^  riia  ^a^boreabari:  till  tte  yaar »;€•. 
la  17«l:,  he  wre^a  letter  to  4he  a^w  goTemor,  in  wfaleh 
he  apdagitfed  f dr  his  a^gtoel^  of  panonU  attawdanaai  imdar 


*  See  Appendix,  No.  %  for^  tbe  letter  to  tiie  kiii|^  mmI  elio  one  to  ha  mm^ 
on  the  tame  occasion. 

f  The  same  reverendal  regard  Obtained  eyca  In  the  greet  city  of  Xonfloay 
where,  during  his  laat  ▼iiit,  crowdo  wedd  IIocIl  areaad  Urn,  with  tbe  cry  ef 
^  Blest  toe,  too,  my  lord." 


Urn  Ih9k^  Wfl  gfmta^:  iwietiA,  tte  iM6Mi»f  Ub  terlllly 
•xiat«|ioe  iRQs  M^  dnrvioy  1*9  adoee;  atid  wkh  wkfttdeN! 
BlptH^iid  Mist  h»i^«Mleiifd»t^  Ibe  |»roi^at;of  trMBintft^ 
mi^vi&mm  lime  .to  #lfeniity«  may  be  ^airUy  leoHiNAved^  «|iM 
«B  rmiaw  Hm  et mlto  ef  »  Uf#  iiii»£iimigr  d«yi>«e4  t4  lk» 
unrite  of  6od»  tail,  the  gwld  of  hk  feUoi^-cnslMMb 
Sbe imMrilttte  oatioe  of -Uo  dootti  «il»  a.cfild»  ownsbt  io 
anrikiiiy:  tin  bis  .gwdtn  iii  ivorgr  diunp  vv«otker«  His.  caA 
SiM  «ny 'aod'^truiquil;  k  w^.yies  his  life^  demoted  to 
frsf oriottd  pcoisoi  tiU  he  fell  adeop  to  wake  io  heayeo. .. 

WoMbuere.iMdefMtte  to  p«at.the  aogoisb  /of  his  JBoqkt 
wkmm  Ibis  ido|itiT(ad  of  their  belovod  f^aotor.  He  was  lit- 
MiAoA  toih^s  gnave  by  the  whole  fWfNilatioa  of  the  islamic 
irilbD«t  b  single  e^eptsoa^  lAileso  of  those  who,  by  age  etf 
MfikiMsa,  mm  ioeaipaf^ltatod'  Tbe.jtenaiits  of.  hie  nearest 
demesnes  were  appointed  to  bear  him  to  his  iMt  earthly 
bfone ;  hut  at  every  retititfg  place  ei  eoatest  ensued  iasa<|ugst 
Ihetaisst  req^eotaUB  poiwne  preseat,  and  bappy-w^re  th^ 
«ho:c«uld  peiAnajlhiff  biet  sad  offii0e  Sar  tl|«sr  friend  a^d 
be»«faetos«  He  wae  intenredbi  Kirk  Michael  ebuccb-r 
jmif  at  tho  eaeit  -ssid  near  .die^obaooelii  a«d  <over  his  grave 
•a^putretonb-stone  1r4a pla^e^  aunoMded  hy.iroii railsi 
e»  which  is.  the  fUlowing  nseriptioa  : 
.:'Qfi1be«tides^  .     •  .u  •  .   .      > 

V  Btoepiiy  in  Jeariw^obera  lietb  tbeBed^r  >«r  .TiibisM 
Wiaoa^D^  Dt  liorABiahopiaf  AUsf  ale»  wboidiMMarobl, 
1755,  aged  98,  and w  tboMtb  fMeaibef  hi^  OMieoraliMi/'^ 

.   Attheeads>         ... 

^^This  Mofliaitieai  ¥Fas  erected  by  his  aon,  Taewas 
WfiiMir,  a  tkHw  of  tbb  Partal^  Iwho,  tn  obedieaee  to  tbi; 
elKpreBs  eoHimaDds  of  Us  father,  declines  gitiog  hin^  the 
ohajraeter  Jsa.jasdy  deserted^* 

'^  Let  this  Isktfid  ^peak  Ihe  lest."*. 
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On  the  deoMie  of  Bbbop  Wilsoa^  flie  p««raMg«  of  IImi 
■ee  hung  Tested  in  tlie  Duke  of  Athel,  hit  grace  paid  m 
eomplimeDt  to  his  manoryi  nioet  hoMMiraUe  to  hioMdf* 
From  e  conacieDtioiie  desore  that  the  benefite  effwted  hf 
the  faite  exceHeet  ineiunbeiit  ehettU  prooeed  luider  the 
evepieee.  of  his  sneoessor,  he  wavsd  his  right  ot^mvmm^ 
tioB)  audi  disregardiagthe  maay  dsfiiants  whe  wsk^  .ae 
doabty  looking  iipin  hopes  of  a  prise,  nowrendersd  hoth 
TslaaUe  and  hoDoarahlei  he  rsiierred  it  to  the  bcaeh  ef 
hishops,  requesting  them  to  point  oat  n  man  worthf  of 
wearing  the  mitre  which  Bishop  Wilaen  had  nderned. 

In  consequence  of  which  request.  Dr.  Ifnrk  HiUsalef 
was  unanimously  i  iii  inasiended  by  theniyniid  a|^inted  hf 
his  grace,  being  consecrated  Bishop  of  Mnn»  April  M^ 
175$.  On  coming  to  his  diooesOy  his  sentiniettts  were  ikm 
expressed : 

<'I  know  it  b  sometimes  said,  that  ^a  person  snneeedn 
with  diaadyantage  to  an  offbe  which  has  been  iUed  bpn 
predecessor  of  remarlLaUy  eminent  qnahtiea.*  I  ansi 
take  leaTc  to  think  the  reyerse  as  nearer  trnth;  aileaet^ 
with  respect  to  the  instance  I  am  about  to  rel^  to,  Haidsr, 
my  coming  after  the  great  and  good  Uw.  Wtboa  to  this  sen 
of  Man ;  forasmuch  as  I  see  sumy  exceUent  things 
and  established  to  my  hand,  in  ref^rd  to  the  goes 
of  the  church,  besides  the  example  which,  by  the  traoss  he 
has  left,  his  lordship  still  Uyes  to  show,  and  which  I  wiU 
endeuTour,  as  far  as  I  am  able,  to  follow,  though  I  am 
sensible  ift  must  be  'nm  pa$Mm  weftm.'  ** 

The  first  great  work  Dr.  Hildesley  sat  himself  to  com* 
plete  was,  the  translation  of  the  Scripturea  into  Manx, 
begun  by  Dr.  Wilson,  who,  at  bis  own  eqpence,  had  printed 
the  Gospel  of  St.  Matthew,  and  prepansd  the  other  Byan- 
gelists,  and  the  Acts  of  she  Apostles ;  and  this,  with  the 
assistance  of  the  clergy,  he  was  happy  enough  to  finiaiu 
It  might,  indeed,  be  truly  said  of  this  good  man,  that  he 
had  canght  the  mantle  of  the  prophet  an  he  aecended  to 
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iMatws  ttoQgli  he  lunl  bat  Jvdt  coniple(ai3  the  gnsat  work 
•bovetiieiitieBferf,  when  he  was  called  to  give  air  account 
cvf  hia  klewardUhip)  faanng  often  been  heard  to  declar^ 
4lllit  he^ofldsr  wbhed  his  enatence  might  be  protracted  till 
Ibe  SerifAttrea  wore  finished  in  tiie  native  language;  and 
h  ia  tatf emely  remarkable,  that  hk  received  'the  last  part 
«irthe  Bibl^  fro*i  hia  pnhlUer  on  Sathrday,  November  28, 
1778^  on  which  oeoaaion-  Be  -emphaticaDy  song  hia  Nunc 
MmMt^  in  die  preaence  of  his  whole*  fimiily ;-  and  next 
evening^  after  fahiily  praycfSy  he  read  a  lectuM  on  the  un* 
4)ertainty  ef-  human  Me^  observhij^ ,  that  nnfny  peofde  were 
ii  a  momeii  deprived  of  their  senses  aiffl  existence ;  and 
timS)  In  a  prophetic  manner,  foreteffiog  his  own  decease^ 
fi>r|  on  Ihe  foHowillg  Monday,  he  was  seised' with  a  stroke 
of  the  palsy,  which  deprived  htm  of  hia  perception.  In 
this  sitoataon  he  lingered  tilLthat  day  week,  when  he  died^ 
md  was  bnried  according  to  his  own  directions,  by  the 
side  of  mibop  Wilson,  that  he  might  be  nnited  in  death 
witb^hat  man  whose  example  he  had  endeav6ured  to  imii 
tate  wUlst  living.* 

.  On  the  death  df  Dr.  HiMealey,  the  Ret.  Dr.  Richmond 
obteinad  presriotion  to  the  Isle  of  Man.  But  on  the  period 
of-  hh  ei^iM^Mcy  I  take  no  pleaanre  in  expatiating;  the 
wnb ending  haingihtiaesB  of  his  diapoMtion  fataied  so  decided' 
A-«ontiait  to  the  eharaefCerft  of  his  predecessorli,  that  he 


*  When  Dr.  HUdedeywaAa|8e•rlK»roa|||^ia  1764,  tin  fblkfriaeliBCtv^ 
itatk  up  la  the  Spa  room,  which,  b«iog  taken  down  hy  bb  tbter,  were  fovad 
t  hii  pspert  after  his  dea&;  wi^  tliese  words  written  on  them  hy  thn 
'  *  ftmfc  r^  ffidif  hi  hsami  appimie,  Hmtsielitenrf  ct^csastrmf." 

If  to  palnk  ftOy  aUber  Mmds  assplie, 

And  vurtso  tm  her  foes  wonld  fahi  he  .wise ; 

If  angel-sweetness,  if  a  godlike  mhid,' 

Hat  melts  with  Jesus  over  all  mankind--\ 

If  tUs  eaa  Ana  a  blshop-->ttid(  it  can, 

Iksii^laimnsfewai^iflt— ipdeskylstflt^ssD*      • 
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fitopltv  vhick  oiuflfc  fcate^AniwitnJ  Am  flSmmy  of  tm&  dM^ 
trialw,  h#<r0m  fium.    He  died,  aad  was  MMMdM  bf 

Dr.  GMge  HaaM,  wha  aat  iiH  tha  yaw  im»..  *i^ 
last  partaf  kiilifemwibBrabadbya«aaaeor  i^caaasl*^ 
and  dertuigcmeiit  af  oUcaanrtaBoaa,  vtterlj  iaaangialeai 
irtlh  kit  alatioii.  Iii  Mr  haida  tf^re  piaoad  <tha  iiftdft 
aalmribad  tamtdb  ittiidraf  Ae  "ohunii  dJednatwl  U  Si 
Qaarga^  on  an  afevaiiaa  akara  Daugte;.  and  bf  kiiiaaol. 
TODoy  aail  daath,  tlui  periona  ^mfioftd  inr*  that .  anjrtiaa 
waK  aataaVy  dafvhrai  of  Aa  aona  4aa  tathea,  to  Am 
^reat  iiynnv  ^nd^  ta  aaaar  two  iaataaaaa,  thMr  cwipfaii 
imui. 

'  Tka  last  iaandbeaiwu^tlM  Ray.  eiaadhiaOliga^ 
man  of  limplm  anduaasANitainNu  mlinaata  j  b«t>  ttam  tka 
abaanoa  af  all  aaatyy  «f  nad  ar  chafocfler,  aaiawf  wai 
adcalated  to  aaatain  bis  lig^tfj  m  attbaHWb  fab  oflam 
Ha  sat  twoatjr-aif  hi  yaars^  aad  th0a  resignrd  bis  life  aad 
Ua  saa,  wiAost  axciting^  aay  oo—iAiabh  w^gr^k^Jk^ 
minds  of  bis  flock. 

Tba  ptasaat  birfiap  is  a  f  aaHamon  of  db<iO(yabhad«wak 
bad  poliabad  manners ;  be  is  a  saa  af  tba  kma  blffkly  aa* 
apactable  and  Rav.  Lord  Qeot[;a  Mufosy,  bMnip  aft  9Ck 
DavidV  JU  tba  daaA  pi  Dr.  CMgan)  A^  biihap^  afeoi 
baiiif  undar  tha  aga  at  wkiob,  kjF  tka  asiions,  ke  miffat 
assume  Ae  pall,  tbe  see  was  held  uaoeeupied  for  twd^ 
months. 

The  church  of  Man  is  goTemed  under  a  bishop,  bj  an 
furphd^aoon,  two  vioars  geaefal,  aad  sixtani  maistersi  the 
militia  midsr  4be  gawraoas,  by  Aaea  awysa  aad  ciglMasa 
captains  of  parishes ;  die  towns  by  ihe  four  conatables ; 
and  the  dvil  conatitatiott  by  two  deemsters,  sis.  coroners^ 
seventeen  moars  or  bailiffs^  with  several .  inferior  officers 
under  them. 

Tbe  Bishops  of  Maa,  hasidca  Aeia  sfHmtaai  jarisdietioB. 
are  baronaaf tkb  isle,    la  aH  Irials  fcr  life  thay^may aasiat 
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ill  Ibe  tenponl  court  till  the  sentence.  They  hold  courts 
In.their  own  nAmes  for  their  temporalities.  If  any  of  their 
tenants  are  tried  for  lifci  they  may  demand  them  from  the 
lBfli)j;*8  eouTt,  and  try  them  by  a  jury  of  their  own  tenants ; 
and  in  case  of  oonTiction,  the  lands  they  hold  are  forfeited 
to  the  bishop.* 

Theartns  of  the  bishopric  are  upon  three  ascents,  the 
Virgin'  Mary  standing  with  her  arms  extended  between 
two  piHars,  on  the  dexter  whereof  is  a  chnroh  in  base,  the 
ancient  ahns  of  Man. 

The  i^ohdMicon  is  the  second  spiritual  magistrate.  He 
hasc,  in  all*  inferior  cases,  alternate  jurisdiction  with  the 
bishop ;  and  mdny  other  piitilegesv  as  well  in  temporals  as 
spirituals,  fie  holds  hie  courts  either  in  person  or  by  his 
official,  as  the  bisiiop  does  his  by  his  vicars- general,  whicli 
atre  always  two,  one  for  each  division  of  the  isle,  and  are 
ki  the  Mture  of  chancellors  -to  the  bishop ;  these  with  the 
registers  eonpose  the  consistory  court,  and  havo  under 
their  jurisdiction  seventeen  parishes. 

There  were  formerly  many  chapels  in  the  isle^  and  there 
are  now  in  each  town  'one  standing,  as  also  one  in  the 
centre  of  th^  land  dedicated  to  St.  John,  near  which,  on  a 
fitttohiH,  they  hold  their  Tynwald  court,  or  public  assem-*' 
Uy,  at  which  their  laws  are  promulged  on  every  midsum- 
mer-day, as  being  raised  with  several  ascents  for  the  dif- 
ferent orders  of  people,  and  is  indeed  a  pretty  curiosity. 

But, -above  all,  the  abbeys  seem  to  have  exceeded:  the 
ability  of  the  country,  among  which  the  abbey  of  St. 
Mary,  of  Rushen,  was  the  chief.  It  consisted  of  twelve 
monks  uid  an  abbot,  who  at  first  were  meanly  endowed, 
and  lived  m«rtly  by  their  labour,  but  in  process  of  time 
they  had  good  revenute.  The  buildings  are  very  hand- 
some, the  romns'-'cohvenient,  and  the  chapel  larger  than 
.  any  thing  (the  cathedral  excepted)  in  the  iriand.  It  was 
called  the  danghtw  of  Fumess,  which  is  said  to  be  the 
mother  of  thia  and  OMny  other  abbeys  in  the  Isle  of  Man, 
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In  tke  record*  thereof  is  foimd,  (hat  one  Joha  Far^har 
wa«  Abbot  of  Ru9hen  aiid  deputy  gcjiTtfnpr^'  and  ip  a 
piece  of  timber  in  Kirk  Arbory,  which  aepara^s  ^e  efcafA 
from  the  p^ancel,  one  Tbomaa  RaddilTa  wa#  iMiibat  ^ 
Ruahen. 

These  abbots  were  barons  of  the  island,  held  coortu  lor 
their  temporalities  in  their  own  names^  might  dfpMflpA  a 
prisoner  from  the  king's  court,  if  their  own  tenant,  and  try 
him  by  a  jury  of  their  own  teiiants,  m  the  st^iiard  of  thf 
abbey  lands  may  do  at  this  day. 

The  Prioress  of  Douglas  was  a  baroness  of  the  is^pid, 
and  0iuoyed  the  same  privilege.  Th^  .pciary  /htm  M^d  te 
be  built  by  St.  Bridget,  when  she  came  to  r^oeiye  the  yeil 
of  yirginity  from  St.  Maughold.  The  sittfUion  of  the 
nunnery  is  much  the  pleasai^t^t  in  the  ialanpL^ 

There  were  likewise  the  friars  mi^Mirs  «if  B^pmiikn^,  and 
a  amall  plantation  of  t^  Cister^n  <trdei?  in  Jprlit  Cfcrifi|.lf9 
Ayre,  but  neither  of  th^se  l««d  ^pi|i^  i^mie«e4  to  thi^. : 

There  were  likewise  several  foreigfi  barons,  as  befim^ 
mentioned ;  but  few,  or  none  of  them  appear  now^  nor  hftye 
fmy  lands  or  tenants  to  represent ; 

Thus.I  haye  giyen  my  readers  the  lustpvy,  oonstitution^ 
and  settlement  of  tbi^  Uttle  stfkta  in  a^  its  l^anehiif^  ciri^ 
military,  and  ecplpsiaatic ;  with  a)l  the  ^bpr4i«Ate  offic^n 
neeessarily  employed  therei%  hy  whicl^tha  people  M»  chu«A 
and  state  are  to  be  goyemed,;  with  an  historical  aoooniit  M 
their  kings  and  bishpps. 
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A  CATALOGUE 

OPTBB 

Since  Sir  John  Sianhf'$  time,  fiff  M<  ymr  1711, 

^  *    WITH  THE 

NORtH  AND  SOUTH  DIVISIONS. 


'       ■      .         •         .         .         •  ■  . 

JFMEN  Letherlasd,  Lieut.                         4     A*  I>.  14lf 

^olm  Fasakerley,  Lieut.         •  .  UlS 

Jofai  WaltoB,  Lieut.       .        .  :  14S^ 

Aenry  Byron,  Lieut.       .        ...  1  14dS' 
Mite.^— I  find  n»  record  from  Ois  tiniey  till  the  year  141^2 

tf*et«T  DuttoR,  Lieut.   •.*.-.                 .  .  I49tf 

fieBi7  Raddiff;  Abbot  of  Rusheii,  Deputy    .  .  14«f 

Rdildolph  Rushton,  Capt.  .  1M& 

Sir  John  Irdali4,  Knight,  Lie<it            .  •       .  .  l^M- 

John  Ireland,  Lieut.                1516 

Randolph  Rushton,  Capt.                        .  -       •  l&Vf 

tliomaa  Danisport,  Capt.                .     '  «  .  1A19 

Riebard  Holt,  Ueut.       .        .                         .  .  IMil 

John  Fleming,  Capt.      .        .                       .•  •  ^^^ 

Thoinaa  Sherburne  Lieut.  1590^ 

Henry  Bradley,  Deputy-Lieut. .....  lASflF 

Henry  Stanley,  Capt.      ...  .  158ili 

George-Stanley,  Capt.    .                        •.        .  .  1585 

"fkomaa  Stanley,  Knt  Lieut;                  .        .  '  .  1G9^ 

^eorge^Stanley,  Capt,-  .     •  •       «       «•      \  #  ISStf 
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Thonas  Tyldsley,  Deputy JMt 

William  Stanley,  Deputy 1M4 

Henry  Stanley,  Capt.  lUi 

Thomas  Stanley,  Kttt.  Lieut  ....    IMS 

Richard  Aahton,  Capt. ISM 

Thomas  Stanley,  Knt.  Lieut.  ....    1M7 

Edward  Tarbock,  Capt 1M9 

John  Hanmer,  Capt 1575 

Richard  Slierbum,  Capt.  .    1580 

Cttth.  Gerrard,  Capt.  1592 

Thomas  Martinier,  Deputy I5M 

Nate.— 1591,  Richard  AdertM  was  adMitted  and 
sworn  lieutenant  under  the  captain,  hy  my 
lord^s  directions,  for  all  martial  aflSiirs. 
The  Hon.  WiUiam  Stanley,  Capt.  afterwards  Earl 

of  Derby 159S 


Randolph  Stanley,  Capt. 
Sir  Thomas  Oerrard,  Knt.  QmpL    . 
CQth.  Gerrard,  Deputy 
Thomas  Gerrard,  Knt.  .Capt. 
Robert  Molyneux,  Deputy 
Cnth.  Gerrard,  Capt.       .        .        • 
Robert  llolyneux,  Depaty 
Robert  Molyneux,  Capt. 
John  Ireland  and  John  BirchiJ,  Qar^npn^ 
:  by  patteot  fyom  the  king. 
John  Ireland^  Lieut,  and  Capt 
Robert  Molyneux,  Capt. 
Edward  Fletcher,,  Deputy    .  • 
Edward  Fletcher,  Governor.  . 
Sir  Ferdinand  Liege,  Knt.  and  Capt« 
Edward  Fletcher,  Deputy 
Edward  Holmewood,  (^apt .  » 
Edward  Fletcher,  Deputy 
Edward  Chrfstian^  Lieut,  and  Capt. 
Etau  Qhristym,  deputy      ^  .     .  • 


jointly 


1W4 
15M. 


1M7 
1M7 
150» 
159» 
160» 

Itlt 
Ittl 

i«n- 

l«9ft 
l!W» 
1«S7 
IMS 
1884 
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Sir  Charle*  Gerrard,  Kiit.  Capt.    •        •      ,  •  •    ItM 

J^hii  SharplesSy  Deputy          «        •        •        •  .    1636 

Raddiff  Gerrard,  Capt •    16Sft 

John  Greenhalghy  GoTernor            •        •        •  •   jt640 

Sir  Philip  MusgraTe,  Kot.  and  Bart.      »        •  •    1651 

Saonuel  Smith,  Deputy.  Governor'  •        .        •  •    1652 
Note. — ^That  my  Lord  Fairfax  made  commiai^oiera  . 

for  the  goTeming  of  the  ide  this  year^  m.' 
Jam^s  GhaHener,  Robert  Diaely,  iSsq.  Joaa- 
thao  WittoD»  Clerk. 

Matthew  Cadwell,  GroTemor           •        .        •  •    1658-- 

William  Chriatian^  GoTemor          •        •        •  .    1656 

James  Cballonery  Goyemor    •        •        •      *  •  .    1656 


AFTER  THE  RESTORATION  OF  THE  KING. 


Roger  Nowelly  Governor 

Richard  Stevenson,  his  Deputy 

Henry  Npwell,  Deputy  for  one  part  of  the  year, 

Thomas  Stanley  for  the  other  part 
Bishop  Barrow,  Gk>vemor 
Henry  Nowell,  his  Deputy 
Henry  Nowell,  Governor 
Henry  Stanley,  Governor 
Robert  Heywood,  Governor 
Roger  Kenyon,  Esq.  Governor 
Colonel  Sanlcey,  Governor. 
The  Hon.  Capt.  Cranston,  GhiTemor. 
Robert  Maudesley,  Esq.  Governor 
Capt.  Alexander  Horn,  Governor. 
Major  Floyd,  Governor. 
Thomas  Horton,  Esq.  GoTemor. 
The  Hon.  James  Murray,  Esq.  Governor 


A.D. 


and 


1660 
1660 

166S 

1664 

1664, 

1660 

1677- 

1678 

1681 


.     1741 


H  HISVORf  OF  tBTB 

THE  NORTH  DIVISION. 

RirkP«triek|     l--    ,  .•      ,. 
Rkk^emutir,     ].I>ed»«*ted  to  those  s«n««. 

KiricMMhael. 

St.  Mary  of  Ballaagk,  «  PanMftf^. 

St.  Patrick  Jarby: 

Kirk  Andrew's,  the  ArehdtfMoory. 

Kirk  Bride,  dedieated  to  St.  Bridget,  ■  ParsoMg*. 

Kirk  Christ  Lex-Ayre. 

THE  SOUTH  DIVISION. 

Kirk  Maughold,    dedicated  to  St.  Maughold  the  third 

bbb6p*  . 

Kirk  Lonan,.  dedicated  to  Lomanua,  said  by  the  tradition 

to  succeed  St.  Maughold' in  the  bishopric,  the  son  of 
'  Tygrida,  one  of  the 'three  holy  sisters  of  St.  Patrick, 

and  thought  to  be  the  first  Bishop  of  Tryitl  in  Jtfeland. 
Kirk  Conchan,  dedicated  to  Concha,  sister  to  St«  Marthi, 

Bishop  of  Tour6,  and  mother  to  St.  Patrick. 
Kirk  Bi*adddny  mrhich  *  signifies  a  Salmon  In  the  Manx  ^ 

language.  •        •         ■         • 
Kirk  MarroWn,  dedicate  to  that  saint. 
Kirk  St:  Anne. 

Kirk  Malew/ dedicated 'to  St.  Lupus. 
Kirk  Arbory,  dedicated  to  St*  Columbus. 
Kirk  Christ,  Rushen. ' 
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Mepiew  tf  the  State  cf  the  Island  under  the  dominion  of 
the  House  qf  Stanley — Excessive  Alarm  ejfcited  by  tKe 

•  revetment  in  Great  Britain— the  Ve^vdt  of  Prosperity 
and  general  amelioration  .of  Character  and  Hf tinners 
resulting  from  a  better  order  of  things — Vrejudice 
against  the  Duke  qf  Atholy  ujhence  it  originates,' and 

'    how  maintained, 

JBLaVLNG  brought  the  hiatary  of  the  island  do^n  to  the 
tine  wheB.it  underwent  ite  laed  gpcat  change^  I  shall  em* 
^eaypur  to. give  a  summary,  view  of  the  cooditiou  in  which 
the  Manx  people  stood,  when  the  power  of  the  house  of 
Stanley  was  extinguished. 

As  I  have  before  observed^  the  population  bad  been  eth 
eedtiaUy  reduced  by  the  Scottish  usurj^ation,  and  the  in- 
habitanls  were  levelled  to  a  class  of  mere  peasants,  viho^ 
at  the  tame  the  St^nlejrs  came  into  possessioii,  were  torn 
|H^  to  emigtete,  and  too  ignorant  to  eflBeot  their  ow»in¥- 
^oTonent.  Their,  new  lords,,  tibere&ce,  claimed,  an  indoF- 
fGMihk  right  hi  .the  whole  landed  properly,  and  appear  if 
liaverooBilid^fed  the^  people  in  mui^h  the  same  point  of  view^ 
ftat  a  Roseian  Mble  regardfi  the  vassals  on  his  estates^  as. 
oireMVfM  ei^inn  only  lie  xultivate  lands  .for  his  benefit^ 
in.vfbi4»  they  hud^  i^divi4ueHy,  neither  right  or  interest 
Ifi  t^is  fWc  ol.hniQiiMHion^  the  Manx  remained  with  little 
ira^i^o9i  S^R  t^ute^^^ntuffiee,  enq^ying  themselveain  fish.^ 
i«g.  d^p>^t  the.  «biwt  e^asQO  Urn.  hearings  were  on  the  coaat^ 
and  for  the  rest  of  the  year  devoted  ioL  eomplete  Idknesis^ 
exeepiiho  tf^i^g  goartsontduty  exacfcsd  from  each,  whilst 
the  yromen.peFfonn^d  th«  task  #f  oultitating.  jisst  so  mneh 
land  asj  on  th^  ploiiest  caleiMf^tion^.  vroiild  siyplfy  the  wants 
of  .t^  fwiilgr*  and  pf^y  the  lord's  rent*    They  dwelt  in  mud 


huts,  without  doors  or  windows,  merdy  nening  tte  singlo 
purpose  of  defeadaag  them  froa  the  incleaeBoies  of  tho 
weather.  There  was  at  this  tine  aa  esaeutial  diffBreaco 
betweeu  the  Manx  and  thp  dcottish  Clans,  iahabitin^  the 
out-isl^,  formerly  assooialed  under  the  oaoM  goTernnent, 
and,  probably,  then  actuated  by  the  name  hahits  and 
manners. 

In  those  isolated  epots#  though  the  land  beloffed  alto* 
gether  to  one  ohief,  yet  we«e  hie  interests  so  bound  up  by 
participation  and  relationship  with  those  of  his  dependqsta, 
that  his  superiority  seemed  to  be  refleeted  back,  and  to  glvo 
to  the  whole  community  an  eleiration  proportioned  to  hia 
'own«  On'  the  «»ntrary,  the  Lord  of  Mna^  for  many  agcn, 
came  amongsihb  people  hot  to  coevee  their  peiuon%  or  to 
subtract  from  their  little  gains :  in  comparison  to  him,  Jthey 
were  a  distinct  and  iaferior  race  of  beings,  who  oauM  only 
gase  on  him  in  hia  elevated  sphere,  as  a  meteor  or  a  osmet, 
likely  to  endanger  or  alarm,  bat.  withent  a  promise  of  ad- 
Tuntage  to  ^mrk  hia  track.  So  eirouimstaneed^  tlMy'had 
qaietly  taken  the  eril  with- the  good,  aeither  stimiriated  by 
comparison,  nor  eneoufaged  by  hope,  tiH  about  twenty 
yean  before  Biahop  Wihwa's  time,  wfaea  a  aew  ehanmei 
waa  opened  by  abend  ef  adveatuvera  who eame from  LItot* 
pool,  and  settled  themedTes  iu'Doaglaa,  fe^  the  atowad 
purpose  of  earryiag  on  aa  illieit  trade ;  and  by  fhe  adnm* 
tag^  they  hetd>out,  they  soon  induced  sidpe  to  and  fitna 
;the  Eest  and  West  Indies^  as  weV  as  thaseeagiged  itf  the 
Ooiaea  trade,  to  touch  at  the  island,  where  they  fooad  a 
ready  market  for  part  of  thmr  eargoes,  which  were  after- 
wards conveyed  in  Manx  Teeaeli  (aad  by-  these  means 
dading  the  ouitem  dues)  iato  other  couirtrlee^  es  urM  as. 
Great  Britain  and  Ireknd. 

The  fproAta  attending  tUe  aefSuleaa  tmAe-  vrere  soon 
peraeifed  to  be  so  large,  Owt  the  aatives,'awiJleaedfrem 
their  stupoTy  reaoWed'to  participate  with  the'Mraikgers. 
The  lord  of  the  isle  abo,  deriving  ad¥tntAge  froia  oeHaia 
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flnaS  dttlies  piM  to  Mini,  was  litHe  eoiioeni«d  to  stfppres^ 
M;  «iid  the  ]ioo]^e»  idreddy  trained  up  to>  the  aea^  and 
invred'to  barMiip,  werotuwll  enlculaled  lo'onOottnterHie 
daagnmof  auohn  emplBfy.  'Bat,  in  apurauit'ofAhlLind;' 
it  10  ohfkNw'tlie  motab  of  ^ke  nMion  nint  he  pur  to  ex-' 
trane  haaard :  k  waaimposalble  a  ooonaereo^  founded  ovi 
tridL  and  fraud,  could  be  prosecuted,  without  an  entire  aiir-^ 
vender  of  prinoipte ;  and  the  conviction  that  oooh  was  the 
case,  gave  to  dm  good  •  Bishop  W^son,  as  maj  be  easily' 
imagined,  the  most  lively  concom.  In  a  letter  to  bio  son,' 
dtfted  in  1942,  ho  says, 

^  Our  people  mre  mightily  intent  upon  enlarging  the  kiar- 
hottfa.at  Peel,' Aamsay,  and -Douglas ;  but  the  inkluitous' 
ttade  carried  on,'ts  Ae  injury  and  damage  of  the  <»*own^ 
will  hinder  the  blessing  of  God-ftoin  falling  upon  us.** 

He  oamestly  slvove  to  dirtert  ttiidr  awakened  activity 
into  another  dMinel  $  but,  in  tins  particular,  all  hb  infln- 
euce  could  impose  no  mstfaint  The  giiins  and  profito 
were  obvious  and  prettfint,  the  injorydoao  to  a  govmnnent 
whose  rriatiimshlp'tiiey'sGaredy  admitted  was-fiundedl 
i^ion  abstract  principles,  which  Uiey  bad  a  difleulty,  as 
weU  as  disinelinnlion,  to  oompvehond ;  and^it  beeanff»  evi* 
dent;  that  only  the  strong  arm  of^pc^rer  could  exthrpatsc 
this  nest  of  pliwderers.  On  this  ground,  the-  revestment 
of  tho  island  in  the  cirosm  of  €lreat  Britain  was  proposed, 
and  oaMed  into  efihot,  as- we  have  related,  grently  agalnsi 
the  wishes  of  its  former  possessors;  and  yet  tbirfr  rellic-^ 
tanee  bore  no  comparison  to  that  with  which  the  change 
was  regasded  by  the  natives.  This  feoMng  was  tilso:  cbn* 
sideraUy  aggrofAmtod  by  tho.seereey  obssrved-on'  Ae  pari 
of  the  Duke  of  Athol  or  his  officers,  M  nelBtion  to  th« 
treaty  wMbt  pending,  it  -  appeals  <  hj  •  otideoce  ;glv>en>in 
before  the  Bnglish  ooauhissionen  in-lTMy'thal  the  flmt 
nows  4si  this  intended.sale  wsn  m%  a^sl%bi4cumoer,'Wlich 
reached  the  island  in  January,  17M;  in  consequence 
whereof^  a  requisitien  was  ma4n>ts&4io  fsvannor  to  con- 
Id  9  a 
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«i#Btl|  9g  Umrok  fMomtigf  the  pfMa^Aii^ftui  JT^KiweMl 
iMofwiff  f>  auiMr  of  iiot»ifaly,>w4  iikMit  in  iMrt»  Uit 
^(iMMtjff  tilt  ilnke  a#d  4i^l|fi«  hid  .hetn  gimi^dMi 
truflfir,  #  iMQll4  yedllM  W9»  yir9H«Wid  Iwr  MiMilbU»c 
^  HgifOiNriiw  vf  Ihe  4tlw4,  wImJ^  w^  fit  fengAb  fiMtod^ 
and^  ui  M»wi«M<ie.of.  this  »f9(ifir»  tun  g^tJbWMf  irw» 
iiyatod  by4liQhtr«  t#  ftlifitd  F^riiMWM  «•  bfbaU  «f  Um 
H  MU,  '«l$OQMpMiM  by  t/iiieralifuit  m  i^w^ftr  oowpcfoitl 


To  have  thus  trmosferred  a  nation  Md  il9  i^buhjlwli, 
vtllMlitbi  fMtpliiMilt  $t  iiformMif  4hMi  ^  4ie  €b»Bge 
«li%irt  W  talM  fim^r  99pmm  «  atc^Miii  •!  a|Utf»rj.p4w«« 
|ia»d>|r  vMtMilfiUb  nidi  tur  i4«M  «f  iktU  Ubirt^  It  w 
tnie/tbat  mUn  mnpUimi  <ir  tbU  diwri^trd  to  tbiir  (Aaiim 
itd  f«ali»ga  was  mud*,  to:  tte' dtib»»  h»  «|MMtd  awie 
swf|iriaa»  (od  dccdated  be  4^4  jr^tM  diiw tiM  to  HM  «f  bM 
dfeari  to  vahe ^matter. kMWS  in  tb»  iffbMid*.  vbiUt  U 
ifM  yei^wdetoniiiMd.  TMa  afitar^  vrb«  ippltod  to»  air 
laged  bis  abedknoe  to  ibe  erdar ;  b«t,  .on  IhiMmv  iowrtir 
gatita,  il.oaiiia  mU  ib«t  ba  bud.aBljr  myniitod  tbei  c«b 
▼miar»  a^d  b«l«a«  IbiM  ««»  leattoiVM.  (ht  AMrtt  Jb94 
Matpl  tm  .thfi  wbalai  wai  fiBictod».w4  oevMN^tiinee.  b^ 

. .  gaija  iftof  ^hia  wn^t,  w  %ot  pifwad  JnKb  bQiwn  »f  gar^ 
Kamewt,  nat  lyyMy  q^kiitotod  4»  yo^  out  <ba  illwU  tmd^ 
b«il  tviHiatog  anoh  aevaiiesfitmtHMit  e»  thi^  rpgulM  ^om-^ 
aaavaa  of  tba  ialwd^  toat.  ttfii  pm^de^  imi[iaii«ljF-  lybMWi^ 
aad  >  ^totod,  mmp  ftew  4riT#a  to  aiiolb  d;i»iiiir».  ib»t  %v 
balifiNAtbm^m^to  be.«ii»pl9to,;  iiwW  fvff^v^wnib 
taAhfel«waiiatoto(|ld«prec««4iioii»  md^epirly.iillyi^Md 
tk^jm^^  uf.mmpyi^i  b#iMi:tojeatojitoto;^«dkif»<#f  m^ 

avmrdiiiMtahad  to  lfa^toiid»  Mt^iitmm.  tbg>Jniyi»M» 


Atidttioti  of  Ae  iflrMbilfltitSi  allil  ktoAeKtbut  ita  ilMSn  MB«f 

'Happily,  thb  tait  i«inoi^ftti*fttic«  WM  Attenddft iiith  kM-' 
6^9 ;  sbitte  clab«es  of  dimeoessarjr  severity  te  the  afet  com-' 
]daifred  of  #ere  repeti^d,  and  ca^tii  encDHriigeiih^te  hd<f 
dut  to  ih^  ftif  tf adi»r,  trlticta  op^«ed  ft  bH^titi^  pr#8p^ct; 
and  effectually  reliered  the  pnblid  tbitld.  ttom  ihis  titii^;^ 
Ae  ditoibter  atid  ttltu'aMdn  bf  the  Maitx  "hkfehetlk  gtidhdhj 
jttrpfbviiig;  the  ad^anta^es  dt  beitig  ^otem^  by  a  g^eat 
Mtioa/ instead  of  a  petty  lord.  Is  universally  felt.  Thos^ 
who  had  dlreddy  &ceuttiniat^  kr^(d  gains  fr6tti  the  contra-' 
band  trade;  werl^,  by  the  tshangie,  obliged  elthet*  to  sit  do^n 
upon  th«  lands' they  bad  acquired,  and  tutu  their  thonghtj 
to  agticvUorcf,  or  to  embark  tbetr  capita)  in  regular  com- 
mence. Vetjte^  sunk  bndi  into  th&  state  of  apatby  for*' 
merly  indulged.'  Industry,  though  ilWlrected,  had  beexi^ 
awakened ;  some  laitnries,  too,  had  crept  in,  ^hieh,  thougli 
not  always  beneficial  to  individual  character,  are  ^ttli,  tip 
M  a  ctf tdin  Kei^  unlteitelly  produttrie  of  national  ad- 
tantage.  * 

Bht  whi^teteih  pursuits  w^re  superinduced,  the  herring 
fishery,  top])or(ed  by  anolettt  habits  and  early  association^ 
tras  regarded  ks  the  dnkf  gbod;  and  to  this  pursuk,  re- 
quiring neither  talent  nor  labour;  the  mass  of  the  pSisantrJ^ 
Still  confined  iheir  hopes  and  exertions ;;  on  whii^b  dccount^ 
agriculture,  with  its  moderate  retams  a»d  permanent  ad- 
vantages, was  yet  almosi  entirely  uefglected. 

This  Dt&e  of  Athol,  in  making  a  snU  of  the  idand^ 
itad  reserved  alt  his- feudal  lights  as  lord  of  the  soil,  with 
Oertain  oChejr  profits  coming  under  the  skme  description. 
^itttbe  enrnHy  toctted  in  tho  minds  of  his  late  subjects 
W^  too  active  a  principle  liot  U  prc>duccr  codtinual  resist- 
ance against  ttiese  claims,  i^hich,  no  longer  backed  by 
tov^r^ign  poWfr,K>^ere  di^t  by  every  species  of  oj^fosiUon ;. 
M  thiit  it  became  necessraryin  1790,  to  resoi't  to  Parlia- 
ment to  establisll  id^  miltibtM  righttf,  which  was  accord^ 
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ingly  done  by  tbe  duke,  who  further  fowyl<ipiwt^  QuAtim 
i^um  given  to  his  ancestor  was  gj^^fAj  be^i<wilh  the  Tahio  4»£ 
the  reTenue  ceded  to  the  crown.  Uis  {letitiofiiy  iherefere> 
went  to  obtain  an  additional  oomyeasation,  and  alse  to 
establish  those  manorial  rigbtSt  which»  befns  wmeoesasry 
to  the  purposes  for  which  the  reveatnient  was  flMiUy.were 
never  intended  to  be  disturbed. 

On  this  petition  niuch  contention  easoed;  the  geneml 
feeling  was  arerse  to  the  first  article;  the  Itejs.  petitioned 
against  that  clause  which  aJBTeoted  the  insular  rights  ^  and^ 
at  length,  after  seyere  debate,  the  bill  was  thrown  out. 

The  duke  being  thus  left  even  in  a  worse  situation  thnft 
before,  renewed  his  attempt  in  1791,  when  a  eaae  i^aa  pre- 
sented to  the  privy-council,  containing  such  strong  allega- 
tions, that  commissioners  were  appointed  to  visit  tbe  island, 
and  make  a  thorough  investigation,  both  as  to  the  particu- 
lars in  dispute,  and  also  into  the  general  state  of  the  reve- 
nues, produce,  and  trade. 

The  result  of.  this  inquiry  proved,  thai  great  part  of 
the  duke's  complaint  was  well  founded ;  that  the  sum  of 
J?70,000  given  for  the  cession  had  been  calculated  oo  a 
revenue  ill-managed  and  unfairly  coUecled ;  conae^pteotlj 
falling  much  short  of  what,  under  a  ^better  sjstem^  it  m^t 
have  produced ;  and  that,  in  other  respects,  the  property 
meant  to  have  been  reserved  to  the  noble  complainant  was 
unnecessarily  crippled. 

In  consequence  of  this  report,  a  fresh  bill  was  offered  in 
1805,  on  which  the  former  contentions  were  renewed  in 
both  houses.  Many  members  asserted,  that  the  duke  had 
received  full  compensation  for  the  Isle  of  Man  in  its  than 
state;  and  that  if  by  the  fostering  eare  of  tho  British 
government  the  revenue  had  been  increased,  it  wm  B0 
reason  why  the  late  possessor  should  call  for  fiurther  r«na- 
neration.  It  was  asserted,  that  the  hut  Earl  of  Derby 
had  farmed  his  own  receipts  to  a  merchant  of  Liverpool  for 
illOOO  per  annum.    And  it  was  observed^  that  if  such  a 
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ffM^Mt -'WM*  tfet  dp,  ivith  equal  jofttioe  wighi  asy  mant 
wha  liad  needed  bia  eateite  and  soU  it  for  a  depreeiateA 
?falae,  d^vaiid  an  addidioaal  coibpeaaatioa  ot  the  Mxi 
fomm^or^.m^Bia  be  akeuM^  by  Ma  induatry  or.skiUy  baira 
in^aTad  aad  restaved  tba  dilapidated  property. 

On  tbe^^tf  baad»  tbe  frienda  of  the  dulce  maiatakiady 
that  tbe  loaa  austained  by  biip  imdi  his  family,  might,  at  a 
Bioderate  oomputatipfi,  be  estimated  at  «£6S0^000 ;  a  sum 
ao  eBart90ttS;aa  to  excite  tbe.  ridicale  of  oppasitioa.  .  But 
aileaytby  bemg  supported  by  ministry^  Hie  affair  was  de* 
oided,  the  manorial  rights  clearly  ascertained  and  cfita* 
bliabed,  and  an  additional  sam  of  «£3000  per  annum  out  of 
the  oonsolidated  fund  bestowed  on  the  duke  rad  his  beira 
f<Mr  ever. 

This  success  renewed  the  ancient  grudge  of  the  people 
against  the  Athol  fsmily.  In  the  year  1796|  the  duke  had 
accepted  (he  post  of  governor  of  the  island,  an  office^  aa  it 
appears  to  me,  much  bdow  his  rank,  and  which,  by  oo»- 
atantly  keeping  alive  the  recollection  of  his  formor  supre* 
macy,  ought  to  have  been  painful  to  hia  feeliiigB :  never* 
iheless,  when  he  first  assumed  the  government  he  w^ 
received  with  every  sentimeDt  of  respect ;  the  pei^le  wese 
disposed  to  regard  him  as  a  fellow-suffers  with  themadveSy 
.by  the  act  of  his  ancestor,  and  hoped  that  his  interest 
would  still  be  exerted  in  behalf  of  his  natural  depondenty* 
As  such,  oa  his  arrival  the  natives,  forgetting  their  usual 
apathy,  (locked  around  him,  took  the  horses  from  hia  cav^ 
riage,  and  drew  him  to  his  house,  amidst  the  loudest 
acclamations.  But  this  popularity  was  of  short  duration : 
whilst  the  bill  above-mentioned  was  depending,  the  people 
were  instmeted  to  believe,  that  its  object  went  to  the  entire 
annihilation  of  their  property,  which  it  waa  represented 
the  duke,  in  imitation  of  one  of  the  Earls  of  Derby,  meant 
to  seize  into  hi6  own  hands.  A  prejudice  once  sown, 
especially  by  a  popular  leader,  is  difficult  to  eradicate.  In 
proportion  to  the  grossness  of  the  soil  in  which  it  has  taken 
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jRHTt;  md  ihk  mictritmi  ifiioniMe  of '  Ae  vittl  eMiMtaCiC 
(k>  MiaUith  a  hslief,  which,  to  ikh  wmttmnt,  to  ttot  #b«llf 
jdiMK  ftttays  iMnf«f.lh€lMMlhiiM«ni  iltll  «M«nfog^  «ltft 
«ooh  a  iehemeww  MfiMl,  |Mit  lbiit>by  «#iM  MlaM,  {¥rMdk 
tbey  neither  mtderajtaiidy  npr  oaA-«iL|rtilifty)  it  t««^  dftfeaM 
ihrobf h  the  ittterfer«bo#  of  oertaiii  tiMlitMiliiii^  y^%t6^^§fom 
thence  forward,  bairebeen  regarded,  wlthoite  jii«#c^  ^ 
reason,  to  the  protector  at  Manx  iadependimc^ ;  whMt 
41ie  duhe  hat  larariahly  to  enooufiter  either  tht  ^thMgest 
■arks  of  atersion,.  or  at  best  a  slleitf  atid  eotit^Mi{illioffft 
4afledt  HH  acts,  many  of  tb^m  highly  ben^^did  to  A^ 
conrainity,  are  tiewed  with  susiricioD,  Aad  to  the  tttffio^ 
of  their  power  the  logislatunt  set  tlietnselvM  td  iie^tit% 
and  defeat  all  his*  propositions.  Most  people  wond^  tlMt, 
4q  oironatstanofdy  his  grace  dote -net  resign  M'oAc4i  in 
.whioh  he*  18  so  ill  nnderBtood,  aad  from  w&enee  he  OM 
derive  neither  haooar  nor  profit :  b«it  perhaj^s  the  nafart^ 
wtmcB  of  faia  priicate  rights  a#e  homid  U|^  «e  a  eeiUia  ettMt 
in  the  enamse  of  bis  poweras  a  goVeraor ;  and  i0  addMon 
4m  that  oflosiideration^  be  has  eatenaire  iafltiedee  i«  the  afu 
faint^eiit.of  .ofllo«r»  k  the  dUrerent  deparlneiits^  wbieh 
nAnatty  filled  n^  through  his  patronage,  by  persoa^ 
with^  or  dependent  ^OD,  hie  family,  geaerally  to 
tbe.QsckMioa  of  the  tfattToe,  whose  jealousy  is  Tery  pi^#- 
poiiy  exdted  by  thia  preieteMe  sbewa  to  ferei^aerB,  wh«, 
on  the  other  haadj  feeling  their  dbUgaiCfM  to  the  dck^  af«e^ 
-atesMBonamppfyrteraof  hb power,  attd  serreto^ compose  a 
ilktletdoofft)  aad  aMiatasa  a  Matappesyaivfio  of  state  d«firia|^ 
rMsahom  tiaiia  t^Ao  island. 
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Tour  TQfund  the  Ifiland^  commencing  at  pouf/^s — Descripj^ 
tian  of  thai  7^<mm  and  Neighbourhood.    .  . 

JBEFORf:  I  eKl«  00  i;«nei»l  tubjools  maoected  ivMi^ 
tkt'pireieiit  itate-  ^f  the  Mand)  I  thkik  it  ibary  ferM  a^sry ' 
ptoper  gf«iiiid-^ork  to  tlf aw  a  alioM  slfiateh  of  tiMf  cim^rf 
itself.  The  scenery  of  the  Isle  af  M an^  exo^  on  tl|# 
nofthsidla,  where  k  is  ketlar  wooded,  ha*  io  $V0^I  baahi- 
ties :  there  is  aoihfaig  %»  elevate  or  ast^oish,  abd  ndt  isiueh 
''t^  adndre :  the  m#«RtaiDS  are  of  too  tame  a  ohfivseteT)  attd 
tao  irai|ueatly  ooverad  wift  fojj^,  whieh,  as  a  mMva  poet 

MJS,  ■      • 

<*aili  Mhs  aiigliS  aiiiB  lyatl  <»  MoaaVbrt^s.'^  » 

ti>  gtTe  pleasnre^  ^leept  to  an.imagiaatie»  atronglj^iiae'^r 
tared  with  Osstame  scenery ;  snob  muf  )imtt  find  all  tift^ 
Tarietks.of  tiat  and  Curm  that.eivaplajred  ib0  moMiaifr: 
bardt  buJt  tboy  will  sltiU  languish  lor  thsibolditr  Ifsaluses  <l& 
his  scenery.  The  highest ^oTatwi risj^sao fwadMtt)!,  thi^ 
its  eflfeet  ia  feat  to  the  aye;  there  is  hurdty  a  hold  of  absa|A 
preeipioe throughout  the whale^ ewiq^ itithe rooky iseaaqfi 
Muad  the  coasts  whickcaa  only  he'surv^yed  fiKmlhtriWi, 
the  intesior  ia  ciast  in  tho  aaioo  HkhiM  nith  ikiiJi4ifihitoiit«i. 
and  a  sorfe  af.  quiet  vaidioesity  ehsnaoteria^  ttia>'«fa0kw 
The  eoaiHry  i'<  ioteracfoted.  by  MaewDSi  *whioh^;t|#i^. 
aMTcely  ampe  tbaii.ri(v«lals»-s«rfe  i»  Amr^\i)m§m^k 
and. the  water:  is  .^v^r^  irher^.piii^  and: eMlBe«^.  tQlalI,yf 
froe  £roia  tiss.  hiachJalfe  Im^  tMHatty  paoTailiiag*  i»,  .the  f  woi)* : 
vjikji  of  Ik^  acaiy  aBd>  as  haa  hspivfonndi  qo  e«peria»eat|^ 
admriir^y  adi^ted  to  the  use  ttf  {tlis  manafturtiirar  asriiilsU. 
aafioB.domeatic  potpases. 
The.  course  usually  pursued  by  travellers  is  to.  mtkm  a^. 
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tear  nmod  the  coast,  on  which  all  the  towns  and  Tillaijea 
are  seated,  the  interior  heing  chiefly  diyided  into  small 
faims,  or  abandoned  to  the  undisturbed  dominion  of  heath 
and  gorse.  The  high. roads  are  tolerably  leyel,  and  capa- 
ble, with  a  little  more  attention,  of  being  made  excellent. 
The  town  of  Douglas,  from  various  causes,  has  a  pre* 
emmeiloe  over  all  the  others,  both  in  trade  and.pfi|iulatian, . 
though  it  is  not  the  seat  of  goYernmeiit ;  but  as  it  is  the 
point  at  which  nearly  aU  Tisitors  first  arrive^  I  shall  befin 
my  description  in  that  quarter. 

The  approach  to  this  place  by  sea  ptesents  a  sMst  jm- 
posing  aspects  On  turning  either  of  the  heads  that  form, 
the  semicircle  of  the  bay,  which  is  of  oMsiderable  extienty. 
the  eye  takes  in  at. once  a.  variety  of  objects  calpulaied  to 
raise  fairy  hopes  of  the  interior.  In  the  centre  stands,  the. 
free  stone  palace  of  the  Duke  of  Athol,  called  Mona  Cas- 
tle, magnificent  from  its  sise,  if  not  frem  its  architectural 
beauties.  The  hill  behind  this  mansion  b  planted  and  cul- 
tivated, so  as  to  draw  forth  and  embellisb  all  its  natural 
advantages,  though  the  space  devoted  to  this  pui^pose,  not 
exeeeding  five  or  six  acres,  bears  no  proportion  to  the  sise 
of  the  dwelling.  At  a  short  distance  is  a  neat  and  elegant 
villa  betonging  to  Colonel  Stewart;  and  in  addition  to 
these  several  modem  houses,  at  different  elevations,  over* 
hang  the  bay,  and  give  an  air  of  modest  opulenee  and 
comfort  to  the  whple.  In  a  recess  at  the  south  side  rises 
the  town  with  a  handsome  pier,  and  a  light-house,  of  cbs- 
sical  elegance,  presenting  a  new  proof  of  the  oapricionB- 
oess  of  taste  in  the  humati  mind,  these  two  b^g  planned 
and  erected  by  the  same* artist,  whobniU  the  chaotic  mass' 
above-mentioned  for  the  Duke  of  A^iol.  •  The  whole  bay 
is  two  miles  across,  and  is  shelteled  firom  all  winds  except 
the  north-east;  both  its  points  are  rooky  and  dangerous, 
and  in  the  middle  is  a  bed  of  rocks  called  <*  Connister,''  on 
which,  in  the  stormy  season,  many  vessels  find  their  de- 
struction. 
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ft  ki  vulfortniiate  when  the  first  glance  at  a  place  excitcar 
expectations,  which  er^fj  succeeding  view  nmst  damp  and 
dimpafe.  Those  who  arrive  at  Douglas  on  a  fine  day  caa 
hsrdlf  fail  to  find  the  pier  covered  with  groupes  of  white- 
robed  damsels,  faU  of  gaiety  and  spirit.  Tliey  will  cast 
th«ir  eyes  idth  delight  on  the  viflas  which  surround  or 
•▼erhang  the  bay.  If  the  time  is  evening,  they  may  pro- 
bably be  greeted  with  the  sound  of  military  music  from  the 
parade ;  and  the  combination  must  naturally  lead  them  to 
antieipate  an  entrance  into  a  Mahometan  paradise,  peopled 
wiHi  hdHrte.  But  this  lovely  vision  will  only  last  till  they 
luite  ascended  the  stairs  opposite  to  the  custom-house; 
ironpf  that  moment  they  must  thread,  their  way  through  a 
labyrinlb  af  ntfrrdw  dirty  streets,  and  prepare  to  encounter 
the  usual  variations  of  dirt  and  neglect ;  for  certainly  no- 
ibiag  can  be  more  inconvenient  or  disagreeable  than  the 
lBt#nial  arrangement  of  this  town,  where  the  divisions 
form  atigl^  which  would  defy  the  sIciU  of  the  best  chariot- 
eer of  alicient  or  modern  times  :  no  part  is  flagged,  nor  is 
it  weH  lighted,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  harbour.  Th^ 
VFhele  forms  a  triangle,  the  longest  side  extending  from  the 
bridge  to  the  pier ;  but  as  the  buildings  are  now  rising  ia 
evcfPf  direction,  thiB  shape  w3l  'soon  be.  lost ;  nor  is  it 
faidised  even  now  so  clearly  dejffhed  as  it  was  a  few  years 
back.  The  pier  is  in  length  five  hundred  and  twenty  feet, 
its  blM»dlh  forty  :  it  is  handsomely  paved  with  free  stone. 
At  the  distance  of  four  hundred  feet  it  suddenly  expands 
fifty*  feet  to  the  right :  this  part  being  raised  forms  a  semi* 
circle  to  whieh  there  is  an  ascent  by  a  flight  of  steps.  And 
in  the  centre  of  the  area  is  the  lighthouse,  according  to  the 
ophlion  of  nautical  men,  more  to  be  celebrated  for  its 
beauty  than  utility;  being  situated  considerably  within 
Donglas  Head,  and  so  nearly  on  a  level  with  the  town, 
that  hs  light  is.often  confouhded  with  that  of  the  neigh- 
bouring houses. 

The  harbour  i9  esteemed  the  best  dry  oi^e  bi  the  Irish 

16  3  V 


TM  HISTORY  OF  THE 

chanael,  and  admito  Tesaels  of  oonsid^iiMe  buiihen,  at  U^h 
water,  close  to  the  quay.     The  ouatoqihoiise  is  the  hesit 
building  in  the  town,  and  eomreniently  situated  fat  busi- 
ness.    It  was  ereeted  during  the  prevalence  of  the  contim* 
band  trade,  bj  one  of  those  persons  who  hl^  realised  a 
considerable  property  in  that  pursuit;  but  in  the  panic 
following  the  revestment  of  the  island,,  he  sold  it  auoh 
under  its  value  to  the  Duke  of  Athol,  by  whom  it  has  been 
devoted  to  its  present  use.    Till  very  lately  all  the  houses 
in  Douglas  were  low  and  ill-construeted,  orowded  toge* 
ther  without  regard  to  convenience  or  uaifoinyiy;  but 
latterly  several  new  streets  have,  been  construotod  ia  the 
suburbs,  well  situated  for  oooifort  and  accomnftodation,  ia 
which  the  houses  combine  some  degree  of  elegance  in  the  ex- 
terior, with  considerable  attention  to  internal  convenience.  ' 
The  act  of  the  legislature,  taking  away  the:  protection 
.from  foreigners,  has  been  more  severely  felt  in  Douglas 
than  in  any  part  of  the  island,  this  being  the  spot  generally 
preferred  by  visitors  of  this  descripiioo;  and  in  conse- 
quence many  houses  are  at  this  time  uninhabited,  and  the 
shops  have  lost  that  animated  appearance  of  business  for* 
merly  vbible  in  them :  bnt  yet  as  all  the  imports  and  most 
of  the  expcHTts  pass  through  this  port,  there  is  still  a4)on- 
siderable  trade  carried  on,  and  a  degree  of  bustle  percepti- 
ble on  the  quay,  that  keeps  hope  alive,  and  leads  the  inha.- 
bitants  to  look  forward  to  the  renewal  of  past  prosperitj 
from  some  other  source.    The  shops  i^ord  a  gpod  assort- 
ment  of  articles  of  necessity  and  convenience ;  bnt  it  is  die 
practice  to  mix  various  branches  of  trade  in  one  reoq»tacle, 
particularly  linen -drapery,  grocery,  and  hardwares,  which 
is  not  favourable  to  the  condition  of  the  stock.    One  of 
the  principal  traders  in  the  town  of  Douglas  deals  in  the 
following  incongruous  list  of  commodities — ^miHinery,  mer- 
cery, liquors,  wines,  j^ocery,  linen -drapery,  stationary, 
ironmongery,  salt,  shoes,  tobacco,  snuff,  brushes,  brooms> 
mops,  perfumery,  hats^  hosiery,  herrings,  «nd  coals. 
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.  The  aageaUy^roooi  is  spaciottSy  bat  BottlieF  «legaQt  Bor 
«renneai;  yet  ^e  baUs  are  well  attended,  aad  the  youafif 
people  dance  to  their  two  .fiddles  with  as  imiich  Inlarity  as 
if  the  d|MrtBMnt  was  illuisioated  by  GreciaD  lamps,  or 
,  adorned .  wkh  velvet  haoginf  a. .  A  theatre  was  erected  a 
fern  years  ei&Qei;  but  the  eooouragemeiit  .gitea  b^ing  in^ 
suffieieikiita  iadooe  good  pecfonBers  to  make  eten  tempo*- 
rary  Yisiisy  ihe  baildkig  has  beea  diverted  to  other  por-^ 


-.  Amoftgatfthe  most  premising  establishmeats  are.a  public? 
library  and  rea^liag  room ;  institutioas  so  neeessary  to  the 
Uapeojyenteat  of  soeisty,  that  they  deserve  in  all  plates  the 
highest  support,  and  the  most  cateful  superintendenoe : 
but  in  this,  as  in  many  other  instances,-  too  mueh  party 
spirit  preyails,  and  in  consequence  the  advance  has  not 
heen  equal  to  the, commencement.  .  The  president,  the 
committee,  and  the  seicretary,  have  been  occupied  with, 
privaie.diffiBre&ces,  when  they  should  .have  been  .debating;, 
only  on  the  best,  means  of  promoting  the  good  of  the  so^ 
cieiy,  and  therefere  the  odUeetion  of  books  is;  neither  so 
largesor  so  weU  chAsen  as  it  migh^.have  been,'  ooiisidering^ 
the  time  which  has  elapsed  since  the  formation,  or  the- 
funds  subscribed.  There  is  now. only  one  printing-press^ 
in  die  ililand,  from  whence  a  newspaper  issoes  weekly  *,. 
but  it  is  Ae  vehicle  merely  for  advertisements.  In  Douglas 
is  a  small  chapel  dedicated  to  St.  Matthew ;  but  the  place 
of  worship  most  frequented  is  a.  new  c]|urch,  a  little,  above 
the  town,  -which  is  neatly  finished,  and  where  the  pews  lei 
at  a  very  high  rate.  The  parish  church,  called  Kirk  Brad-' 
dan,  is  at  a  distance  of  two  miles..  There  are,  besideat 
Ibese,  a  Methodist  meeting  house,  a  Presbyterian  cbapel^ 
and  alfo  one  for  Catholics. 

•  A  Lfincastrian  school,  and  a  house  of  reception  for  the 
poor,  ought  to  he  mentioned  with  praLse.     Botfti  awe  their 


•  Since  wildag  tlrii,  anHbbr  ku  bsea  ertablbhfd.. 
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riw  to  YBlutary  %^hmupimm»y  to  wUtb  ihmm  iRenckiii, 
wkon  the  mtliiVQS  wf  too  fead  of  distisfulsluog  by  tim 
torn  0irm$ff9r$y  hvre  baev  muoli  the  toiigefe  ( 
Wmrmaljy  the  poor  of  Douglas,  asitotiUttei 
other  parts  of  the  ielaod,  iwere  partly  laaiataiaed  by  a 
eoileotioR)  which  is  made  every  Somiay  to  the  diikraBi 
ehvohes  after  the  moraiog  senNce,  whea  the  wAilieM  go 
rovafd  frem  pew  to  pew,  a«d  thougll  aone  of  AftioaigUoao 
are  large,  yet  it  is  very  unusual  for  any  one  to  refuse  soaso 
trifle.  In  country  plaees,  wheno  tho  peiMai  otoisilng 
paroohial  relief  are  not  aumoroiNi,  ibeso  rias  bave  beca 
iSsnnd  toleraUy  adeqoato  to  their  oupport ;  but  to  the  towaa^ 
though  the  eotteotions  were  Hiueb  larger,  yet  t^  fell  very 
far  short  of  the  wanss  to  be  supplied  $  aad  this  defieieDey' 
tt  was  the  oastoan  to  make  op  by  demioiUavy  visits  of  the 
paupers  themselves,  who  usualiy  on  a  Monday  monuig 
made  a  progress  in  a  body  from  bouse  to  bouaoy  to  tlsa 
gt^at  annoyance  of  the  inhabitants,  who  were  litoraHy  he* 
sieged  by  a  body  of  cfatimaato  not  eaeily  to  be  eitber  satio* 
flod  or  dispersod.  The  ostoUishment  of  a  pablic  hitoben 
in  Dovglaii  has  eompletoly  rsHsfved  the  hsswehceparu.  oC 
that  town  freas  this  weekly  visitation  :  to  support  thto  to- 
stitotioa  each  l^mily  sabecribea  aeconfing  to  iooKaaitien  or 
ability,  and  the  whole  is  conductod  under  the  vigiknt  and 
jwlieioos  sopertntsndaiioe  of  the  high  baiMV  of  the  town^ 
to  whooe  exertions  the  plan,  excdtont  as  it  ia,  first  9isedl 
ito  rise.  IThOHO  poor  persons  who,  frossolckneas  or  infirm-' 
ity^  are  unabtoto  attend  at  the  regotor  nssals  are  provided 
with' food  at  bosie,  the  othem  take  their  shares  sit  a  eoammft. 
toble,  and  some  few  reside  ia  the  poor4iouse  idtogetbsr. 
The  whole  auisiber  receiving  daily  aid  a#e  about  a  buadredk 
persons. 

The  Lanoaetrian.  school  baa  also  bosn  ao  essential  puMic 
benefit,  and  a^  very  visibtoitttprovement  -has  takoo  place  ha 
the  children  of  the  poor  since  its  institution.  Establish- 
ments of  the  sanvs  kind,  but  oAasmatter  seato,  have  been 
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•M  til  iboi.  m  IBUmmj  aftd  CmOMowo;  frdm  nhmeo  it 
nay  be  toped,  illftt  tiie  UeasiiigB  of  odMation^  whbll  m< 
iMily  jfMiy  «»••  were  imeAteinalile  erett  by  the  Ih^mt 
rmnln  ia  the  iduid^  itUl  Mfw  be  extended  to  the  lotreet^ 
The  lest.  puUie  bnildiligt  Irhieh  I  haire  td  hetbe  ar#  the 
hbt  ud  ooid  eak  water  baiha<  Tbeee^  whieb  are  not  y<». 
qoite  ioiehed,  wUl  be  of  iaeetineUe  utility  t^  mtetudula-' 
rianay  aad  no  doabt  tead  to  laorease  the  resort  of  tiaitoN 
frott  the  opposite  eoaata  daring  the  bathiag'  aeaaott. 

The  poet  ofiee  for  the.  ialaod  ia  in  IXh^^^  where  aK 
lettera  are  broof  hi  from  Whilebayen,  and  ttbeaeo  CivwardeA 
to  tto  oAer  towns;  The  paokot  a»k  from  Eaghtad^  winA 
and  weather  penaitting,  e^ery  Monday  night ;  aAd  after  o^. 
stay  of  three  daya  is  again  dme  lor  the  opposite  eoast. 

The  lodging-houses  are  Tory  noaieroiao  in  ibis  towh^  biit< 
there  aire  few  inna,  and  only  two  of  any  pretensions ;  in 
those  the  aoooaamodatiqna  are  good^  and  the  difierenee  be^- 
tweon  their  obirges  and  these  made  al  Eng^h  betels  io  so; 
great,  that  itindnoes  many  penotas  to  give  a  prefSeirenee  to 
Boogtast  for  a  temporary  ^isit  during  the  sommca,  eepeeiM^ 
ally  as  the  sands  are  well  adapted  fisr  bathing,  aiid  piopea 
maohinea  in  waiting.  The  markets  are  absnsdantly  sup- 
pfied  ;  bat  Ssr  a  soale  of.  priess^  &e.  I  shall  reaerv^  a  pag^ 
at  the  eoaehwien  of  the  work. 

The  Dabe  of  Athoi's  hoase  or  oastle,  aa  it  is  the  first 
olrieet  which- shrikes  the  eye  of  the  tMoeler,  aad  the  moot 
cenaiditabio  for  magnitude  ia  tbe  islandv  must  not  bei 
passed  over  with  tie  slight  notieo  already  taken,  of  it.  it 
is  an  eteetion  fope4  nith  froe-otowe^  on  a  plan  so  exteaori*' 
dhiOffy,  that  it  has  puaded  petsens^  mnoh:  better  ehiileA  im 
architeetare  dma  I  peetead  to  be,  to  dbdde  what  elass  it* 
bstonga  to.  The  uMnsiba  is  a  pvrfisct  sqaare;  On  li  Ikml 
with  the  back  front  /Mtends  a  string  of  offleesykfcming  en# 
wing  under  a  colonnade,  and  thereby  giving  an  air  of  de- 
formity to  the  whole.  The  principal  front  recedes  a  litUe 
in  the  centre,  for  no  reason  but  to  countenance  the  erection 
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of  a  iMdern  balcony  widi  algbl  iron  railing,  to  ctoninti ' 
the  Gothic  colnrang  running  up  in  the  other  parts  of  die 
building.  The  winclowa  are  noeh  too  narrow,  and  tlie 
grand  saloon,  which  is  of  magnificent  dimensionsy  is  oom- 
fdetelj  spoiled  by  a  row  of  small  Kgfats,  19ce  the  windows 
of  an  attic  story,  passing  o^er  the 'cornice  and  principal 
sashes ;  besides  all,  the  eye  is  offended  by  a  line  of  bat* 
tisments,  aboTe  which  rises  a  pointed  and  slated  roof,  giT* 
ing  a  direct  contradictien  to  the  armed  pretensioiis  of  the . 
front ;  nor  is  this  the  worst  error  in  judgment,  fi>r,  amidst 
an  assemblage  of  chimneys,  roofe,  cornices,  and  carved 
work,  q>riogs  up  a  round  Gothic  tower,  with  kmg  stuk 
wimdams  between  the  loop-hples,  the  only  Yisible  use  <^ 
which  strange  excrescence  is  to  sustain  a  flag-etaff,  whence 
the  colours  are  ocoasionally  displayed. 

The  domain  around  the  mansion  is  on  a  scale  of  little- 
nest  exciting  continual  astonishment,  sinoe  there  oould  be 
no  cause  why  the  lord  of  the  whole  island  should  fix  on  a 
spot  so  circumscribed,  that  the  dwelling  appears  csmpletdy 
ivowded  tinder  the  hill,  or  rather  gires  an  idea  of  having 
slid  down  in  some  violent  concussion  of  the  earth. 

The  terraces,  walks,  and  gardens,. would  hardly  suffice 
to  exercise  the  taste  of  a  citiaea,  who  had  to  plan  out  his 
parterre  and  paddock  for  a  oonntry-box  at  Islington ;  and 
the  whole  is  so  much  elbowed  and  incommoded  by.  neigh- 
bouring villas  and  coitagesy  that  it  can  be  compared  to- 
nothing  more  appropriaie  than  the  noUe  owner  himaelf,. 
descending  from  hb  elevated  station  as  Lord  of  Man,  and 
submitting  to  jostle  and  associate  as  dqmiif  with  those  of- 
ficers over  whom  he  ought  to  ^have  held  sovereign  sway. 
The  cost  of  this  building,  with  all  its  defects,  is  said  ta 
have  been  upwards  of  4£50,0(M) ;  a  large  sum  to  expend  oa 
xS  mere  monnment  over  departed  greatness. 
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Tour  cmtin4€i--Ca8tletimn^I)erby  Jlauen-'Tke  Calf-^ 
Peel  Town  and  Caatle'^Eqmaaijf'^Lasfegy  mid  the- Bond 
returning  to  Douglas  again. 

Jb  ROM  Pottglas  to  Castletown,  which  is.  the  regular 
Toute,  the  difltimoe  is  ten  mOes.  The  road  lies  past  the 
eeat  of  Major  Taubmon,  called  the  Nunnery^  froin  the 
attcient  striieture  formerly  ocenpying  the  sane  site ;  but  of 
which  not  a  Tesiige  remabs,  except  a  gateway  still  sup- 
porting the  old  belly  but  now  forming  an  entrance  to  the 
iStaUes.  The  gardens,  and  grounds  have  amne  beauttlUl 
features.  For  many  years  the  whole  has  beeu  without  a 
rival ;  and  travellers,  finding  nothing  else  to  admire,  have 
lavished  mere  praise  than  it  deserves  on  this  spot,  which 
.certainly  has  many  advantages  in  point  of  situation ;  but 
the  scenery  is  fisfigured  by  the  erection  of  small  houses,  a 
milly  a  warehouse,  and  even  by  two  bleaehfields,  evermore 
^preadwHh  linens  of  different  shades,  all  which  are  directly 
in  front  ^  the  mansion.  The  house  is  not  more  than  a 
^decent  ct^uolry  seat,  ivhose  whitened  walls  are  curiously 
.  finished t  by  a  e<Mmiee  and .  bordering  of  deep  red  stone. 
Above  the  nunnery  the  road  .commands  a  view  of  a  rich 
.valky,  in  wh|ch  atfetnds  Kirk  Braddan ;  and  over  all  rises 
,the  lofty  mountain  of  South  Barrule.  On  the  left  is  the 
.deUgbtful  little  viUa  beloiaging  to  Major  Tdbyn,  standing 
in  the  midst  of  a  farm  so  neat  and  well  cultivated,  that  the 
twhote  presents  a  senne  pf  judidouil  and  profititble  improve- 
dent,  combined  vrith  demestie  odmfort  and  beauty,  which 
4ittracto  continual  admiration.  Half  way  to  Castletown, 
on  the  right,  is  Mo«mt  ^Murray,  betonging  to  a  nephew  of 
fthe  Duke  of  Atbol;  and  from  hence  the  mountain  sc^iery 
runs  up  in  a  variety  of  barrenness,  including'  Snawfel,' 
•Penny  Pont,  and  North  Barrule. 
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Kirk  SaDton,  m  small  chat^h,  lies  on  the  left ;  and  about 
a  mile  firom  thenoe  are  several  druidieal  Testiges,  being 
stones  devated  and  placed  in  a  circular  form.  Following 
the  direct  road,  yon  arriTc  at  Balla  Llonay  Bridge,  nsnally 
called  the  DctiI's  Bridge,  which  is  said  to  be  the  scene  of 
his  Satanic  migesty*s  frequent  exploits ;  on  which  account 
it  is  with  extreme  reluctance  the  natives  veature  over  it 
aftardark. 

BaUa  Sella  is  die  largest  and  most  papuhiQs  inllfigia  m 
the  isfamd.  The  river  and  soenei7  are  partieularly  heanti* 
fnl,  and  seme  lemains  of  Rushes  Abbey  still  adorn  the 
hanks  of  the  stream.  This  retreat  was  fosmded  by  Okm, 
King  of  Man,  in  IIM;  but  the  ohnrch,  though  b^gm  at 
As  same  time,  waa  net  inished  or  eenseeraled  till  MM^ 
though  it  had  in  that  long  interval  served  as  a  buiial  plane 
lor  several  of  the  royal  famfly.  The  monks  were  twelve 
in  nundber,  besides  the  abbot  They  practised  great  aus^ 
isf itjes,  wearing  neither  shoes  nor  linen,  nor  eating  Assh« 
Ii^  IIM  the  recluses  imnoved  to  Doughui,  buti^fenr  yeaiw 
they  returned  to  the  abbey.  In  18M  th»s  pisce  waa  pkin^ 
dsved  by  Richard  de  Mandevilfe,  who  earned  otf  the  trsa- 
sure  to  Ireland;  and  it  was  finally  suppressed  with  the 
inonasteries  in  England,  in  the  rsign.of  Henry  VIll.  hni 
whether  by  the  Lord  of  Man  or  i^  the  King  of  Baghnd, 
I  have  not  been  able  to  diacover.  The  site  and  mmains  of 
4he  abbey  are  in  Ae  possession  of  Mr.  Moose,  wliose  fbithcr, 
vphen  first  dsemster,  built  a  handsome  house  e»  the  spot^ 
foUl  eoniw1«d  some  renmiips  of  tim  monastery  in*«i.  on*- 
oSees. 

Fv«m  BaBa  8a«a  te  Castleto vtt>  »  distaoee  of  efily  tw^ 
miles,  4ie  read  is  greaitty  beaiitiied  by  some-  flourishing 
•them  hedges,  w)iioh  are  cuUivsied  vrith  gteat  aMentlen  on 
the  estfite  of  George  Quayb^  Esq.  nose  were,  a  very  ibw 
years  sinoe^  the  only  speoimens  of  this  omamearCal'  fence  in 
cthe  island« 

Although  tradition   has  handed  dowtt  s#  authentle 
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account  of  the  antiquity  of  the  four  principal  towns,  yet 
tiiere  is  reason  to  believe  that  Castletown,  or,  as  it  was 
originally  called,  Rushen, '  is  the  most  ancient ;  and  that  i% 
may  have  been  nearly  coeval  with  the  castle,  though  the 
surrounding  buildings,  not  being  framed  like  that  for  du- 
ration, must  have  been  many  times  renewed  mnce  the  first 
formation  of  the  town.  All  those  now  in  existence  appear 
to  have  been  raised  within  the  last  century,  except  one, 
now  the  G(eorge  Inn,  but  formerly  the  abode  of  the  lieu* 
tenant,  and  of  the  lord  himself  when  on  the  island. 

The  venerable  castle  demands  particular  attention;  it 
was  erected  in  960  by  Guttred,  the  second  Danish  prince 
in  succession  from  King  Orry.  This  building,  which  is 
remarkable  for  solidity,  bears  a  strong  resemblance,  and 
was  probably  constructed  on  the  same  plan  with  the  Castle 
of  Elsineur,  in  Denmark.  It  is  of  a  figure  not  easily 
described.  A  sort  of  stone  glacis  runs  round  the  keep, 
and  includes  some  other  bnildings  now  feUen  to  ruin-.  This 
glacis  was  added  by  Cardinal  Wolsey,  during  the  time 
that  he  was  guardian  to  Edward,  Earl  of  Derby.  Within 
the  walls  are  some  convenient  and  partly  modernised  apart- 
ments, appropriated  to  the  use  of  the  lieutenant  governor, 
and  also  a  large  court-room  devoted  to  public  use.  On 
the  walls  are  three  confined  buildings  where  the  record9 
are  kept,  and  the  business  of  the  rolls-ofliee  is  conducted*. 
There  are  also  two  rdoros  sometimes  granted  as  an  indulg-* 
ence  to  persons  confined  for  debt  ^  but  the  great  'mass  of 
unfortunate  persons  of  this  descrij^tion,  have  hitherto  been 
crowded  together  in  three  apartments  set  apart  for  that 
use ;  whilst  felons  were  confined  in  the  interior  of  the  keep> 
in  chambers  so  ruinous,  that  it  was  a  great  impeachment 
of  the  humanity  of  the  government  to  commit  any  one^  on 
mere  suspicion  to  such  dungeons.  Within  the  last  year, 
horwever,  great  alterations  have  been  commenced  in  the 
internal  part  of  the  castle ;  all  of  which  id  undergoing  a 
substantial  repair,  and  rooms  of  dUfierent  dimensions  aye 
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]|lwnod  oiity  viiM0  tli»  miseiie*  of  ineareer^tioB  will  b» 
iMl«vifft^  by  sonf»  aMmlJkin  to  ilie  «oiif  enieMe  aii4  womi^ 
moiaAon  of  ti^  urfRarera* 

The  »ii«et^  of  Ca$lfetovii  are  regiftbr  Md  airy.  la  th* 
cantre  b  aa  opea  apaoa  ar  aquara^  arouod  a^ich  are  aevaral 
"aar J  aacslleait  baiiaa%  aii4  ai  oae  cad  a  neat  and  weU  ap* 
peioi9d  ehapri.  The  kejBB  ha^e  a  boHae  afipsoprialad  l9 
ikws  aaa ;  but  U  ia  a.  maao  bailditt^y  uiiauiied  to  tkeatalada 
held  by  thia^  bnwab  af  tbe  laipalaiuie.  f  be  fraa  boImoI  aC 
this  towa  is  eaasidanad  aa  a  ^racy  baaafiaial  faiatiiatiap :  ii 
oirea  ito  riaa  to  Biabop  Bar raw^  wha  fauadad  it  in  ordas  to 
seoura  a  saaeasaion  af  stiid^ts,  wbo  sbovld  be  piaparly 
adiH»aled  fer  tba  aaiaiatry.  The  qualifiaatioa  caqvisfd  m 
the  ipaa4ar  iSf  that  ha  ahauld  be  a.  olf^gynaiiy  and'  have 
taken  hia  dfspraea  at  oae  of  the  uoiverf  itiea ;  aad  the  ea- 
dowB^at  arises  fram  a  suqi  givea  hf  Charla^v  Karl  af 
Perhy^  beiag  the  prafito-  af  a  tonoar  taaanay  of  Ufa  bi*^ 
shopric^  Dr«  Barrow  alao  obtaiaed'  saTaral  aaatnihwticM, 
With  Mrbicb  be  purebased  part  of  the  iaopropiriatiaae  r  ^9^ 
be  gave  two  ralaaUe  estates  of  his  ovim  in  tbe  island^  catt- 
ed Ilango  Hill  and  BaUa  GiHy,  all  which  are  appliad  to 
the  npaint^nanee  of  four  stadeata>  who  previously  to  tbeia 
adaiission  must  give  security  either  that  they  will  eiMtaroA 
the  ministry  when  their  edaeation  is  finiahed^  ov  repay  tha 
^loney  expended  on  them.  Aftor  leaving  the  aaadcaay*  tha 
young  stttdenta  have  a  stipend  par  annual  tiU  they,  abtaia 
promotion  in  the  Qharch. 

Castletown  beiag.  the  residence  of  the  liantanant  gQ« 
vemor»  and  usuaUy.  alao  of  tbe  southern  deetaatar ;  sflad  aa 
nil  law  proceedingsare  eoadueted  these,  it  must  be  coaai- 
dared  as  tha  metropoUa  of  the  island ;  and  thoi^  aa^  ao 
flaurifihiag  in  its  trade,  or  so  gay  from,  tbe  indaa  ofi  siran* 
gera,  as  its  rivals  DougJaSj  yet  it  aff»rds|  ia  tha  opiaiait 
af  maayt  a  Qiaeh  pleaaanter?  retreat  to  persoas  uaconnaetod 
with  trade,  or  l^aae  who  prefjer  a  quiet  socisd  lateDoawaa 
to  a  odxad  sooiety.    The  only  pabllc  place  a(  amaatmant 
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htste,  as  in  tbe  bther  tot<rbs,  is  the  fts^^tioMy  irdom ;  but 
fti^te  is  tbe  usual  routine  of  card  playing,  tea  drinking^ 
and  inorning;  visits.  Tbe  gentleiliaen  bare  a  reading  room ; 
and,  of  late,  a  literary  ^odety  has  been  set  oil  fobt,  which 
it  is  to  be  hoped  will  before  long  give  to  tbe  general  asso- 
ciation a  higher  tone.  There  are  not  many  shops  in  Cas- 
tletown ;  and  the  Access  by  sea  is  so  dif&cult,  that  trade  to 
any  extent  can  never  be  carried  on  there,  as  most  of  the 
supplies  must  nebessatlly  be  lahded  at  Douglas. 

The  Isle  of  Man  bank  is  established  in  this  town,  and  is 
indeed  the  only  house  in'  the  island  i^hich  carries  on  the 
banking  business  unmixed  with  other  conjcerns. 

About  a  mile  and  a  half  across  the  sands  is  the  isthmus 
which  joins  the  peninsula,  called  Langness  Point,  to  the 
shore,  and  by  its  bend  on  one  side  forms  an  excellent  and 
secure  creek,  ealled  Derby  Haven,  where  are  the  remain's 
of  a  round  totter,  built  by  the  £arl  of  Derby  in  1603. 
This  was  no  doubt  a  Commanding  point,  and  much  better 
calculated  to  repel  an  enemiy  than  Castle  Rushen,  which, 
indeed,  has  always  been  nearly  inaccessible  by  sea,  owing 
to  the  dangerous  and  rocky  bay  before  !t.  Near  the  fort  at 
Derby  Haven  are  the  ruihs  of  a  church,  by  some  supposed 
to  have  been  a  cathedral.  It  is  now  used  as  a  place  of 
Interment'for  Catholics. 

About  two  miles  west  of  Castletown  h  Foti  le  Moray ; 
and  a  little  beyond  that  Port  Erin,  a  romantic  secluded 
bay,  offering  an  excellent  harbour.  On  the  beach  is  a 
small  village  composed  of  huts  of  fishermen,  wi(h  here  and 
there  a  little  cottage  villa  of  a  superior  description.  Near 
this  place  are'  the  GiaM^s  QfuoTttng  Stones,  as  they  are 
called,  being^  large  masses  of  unhewn  slate  standing  erect ; 
ahd  a  little  ftirthcr  is  a  barrow,  called  Fairy  Hill,  very 
generally  believed  t6  oWe  its  rise  to  the  labours  of  tbosie 
visionary  beings,  but;  in  reality,  thrown  up  in  comniemora- 
tion  of  Reginald,  King  of  Man,  who  was  slain  in  sirigle 
combat  Uy  I var,  in  124». 
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From  Port  Erin  it  is  usual  to  mate  the  passage  to  ibe 
small  island  called  the  Calf,  always  an  object  of  curiosity 
to  visitors ;  the  distance  from  which  place  is  three  miles. 
The  circumference  of  the  Calf  is  computed  to  be  five  miles, 
including  an  area  of  six  hundred  acres.  A  very  small  part 
of  this  surface  is  converted  into  arable  land,  but  the  whole 
forms  a  fine  sheep-walk.  It  is  the  property  of  the  Duke  of 
Athol,  and  by  him  leased  to  a  fanner  of  the  name  of  Gur* 
ley,  who  has  erected  a  convenient  house  in  the  centre  of 
his  domain,  in  which  he  resides,  with  his  wife  and  two  or 
three  servants,  who  are  the  only  inhabitants  of  this  iso* 
lated  spot. 

It  is  very  properly  tithe-free,  having  the  benefit  neither 
of  church  nor  minister.  Except  in  the  garden  of  the 
farmer,  there  is  not  a  tree  or  shrub  on  the  whole  island. 
Rabbits  abound  every  where,  and  are  a  great  source  of 
profit  to  the  farmer  in  the  spring  of  the  year.  The  Calf  is 
also  the  resort  of  immense  numbers  of  sea-fowl,  who  form 
a  most  striking  and  picturesque  scene  from  the  water,  sit- 
ting in  innumerable  tiers^  one  above  another,  on  their  nests 
in  the  clefts  of  the  rocks,  where  the  silence  and  security  of 
their  situation  must  efface  every  recollection  of  their  vici- 
nity to  their  enemy,  man,  and  recal  the  idea  of  those  first 
ages  of  the  world  when  birds  and  beasts  were  allowed  t« 
multiply  their  numbers,  ajad  possess  their  domains  unri- 
valled and  undisturbed.  The  scenery  is  uncommonly  bold 
and  beautiful,  especially  when  thus  adorned  by  its  white* 
breasted  inhabitants. 

This  islet  is  said  to  have  been,  at  different  times,  the  re- 
treat of  two  hermits.  The  first,  in  the  reign  of  Elisabeth, 
imposed  on  himself  a  residence  in  this  dreary  solitude,  as 
a  penance,  for  having  murdered  his  mistress  in  a  fit  of 
jealousy.  The  other  was  one  Thomas  Bushel,  who  made 
it  his  abode  in  the  time  of  James  I.  in  order  to  try  the 
experiment  how  far  a  life  of  severe  abstinence  would  pro- 
mote longevity.    What  is  called  Buskers  house  is  now  in 
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rains ;  it  bears  the  ootiine  .of  a  small  building,  apparently 
consisting  of  two  rooms,  situated  on  the  highest  ground, 
and  within  a  few  yards  of  a  perpendicular  rock. 

Whether  this  extraordinary  ascetic  died  in  his  melan-* 
oholy  retreat,  tradition  gives  us  no  certain  information ; 
but  there  is  a  place  called  Bushel's  Grate,  on  the  top  of 
the  adjoining  rock,  from  whence  we  are  led  to  suppose  that 
he  did  so. 

This  cemetery  is  most  curiously  constructed  hi  the  form 
of  a  cross,  containing  two  cavities  six  feet  long,  three 
wide,  and  two  deep.  Immediately  on  the  edge  is  a  wall  of 
stone  and  mortar,  two  feet  high ;  the  whole  is  roofed  and 
slated ;  but  except  the  before-mentioned  application  of 
this  repository  to' the  purpose  of  sepulture,  no  probable 
conjecture  has  been  formed  of  the  use  or  design  for  which 
it  was  constructed.  The  rock  itself  is  only  accessible*  on 
one  side,  and  is  called  the  Eye  or  Burrow :  it  adjoins  the 
Calf  at  low  water,  but  at  high  water  there  are  forty  feet 
of  intermediate  sea. 

Besides  this  point,  there  are  two  lofty  triangular  rocks, 
springing  abruptly  from  the  water,  the  highest  of  which 
rises  one  hundred  feet ;  and  in  the  narrower  channel,  be- 
tween the  Calf  and  the  main  land,  is  an  islet  named  Kit- 
terlaind,  which  affords  herbage  to  a  few  sheep  in  summer. 

Leaving  Port  Erin,  the  road  to  Peel  lies  through  the 
pretty  village  of  Kirk  Arbory,  so  called  from  the  number 
of  trees  formerly  flourishing  there,  of  which  not  a  vestige 
now  remains.  From  hence  we  have  a  near  view  of  the 
mountain  called  South  Barrule ;  and  on  the  opposite  side 
are  the  lead-mines  of  Foxdale,  the  working  of  which  has, 
of  late  years,  been  relinquished,-  though  tho  behef  of  their 
intrinsic  value  is  still  maintained  by  many  well-informed 
persons.  On  the  left  is  a  mountain-torrent,  falling  from  a 
perpendicular  rock  of  about  thirty  feet,  which  the  inhabit- 
ants have  agreed  to  honour  with  the  title  of  a  cascade.  At 
a  short  distance  is  Kirk  Patrick,  a  church  erected  in  1710, 
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hj  4lM  exertlMH  and  bentlaetMiis  of  Bishop  WBson,  irlto, 
i^esidea  gi^tsg  ^160  to  better  the  enttonprmeiit,  presented 
the  puipity  readiof^-desksy  eonmnmioa-table,  &c.  8te. 

ffM  fhr  from  hence  is  the  most  romantic  and  beauttfnl 
spot  in  the  island,  a  valley  called  CHenmoi.  It  is  a  deep 
and  rocky  glen^  well  wooded,  through  which  runs  a  rivulet^ 
mmmniringf  orer  its  stony  bed,  and  in  one  part  forming  a 
delightful  fall  of  from  thirty  to  forty  feet.  The  northern 
bank  is  almost  perpendicular,  covered  with  luxuriant  iyy, 
{ntermixed  with  holly;  the  south  side  exhibits  a  rich 
plantatiott  of  ash,  chesnut,  and  hazel.  As  the  ralley  winds 
considerably,  all  foreign  objects  are  necessarily  excluded, 
and  the  whole  has  an  air  of  the  most  pleasing  sofitade. 

Peel,  Which  was  originaDy  called  Holm  Town,  is  twelte 
niies  distant  from^  Douglas,  and  eight  from  Castletown  ; 
it  is  more  remarkable  for  its  ancient  than  its  present  rank. 

In  tiie  fendal  times,  tids  town  must  have  derived  conse- 
quence from  its  vicinity  to  the  castle ;  and  when  the  smug- 
gling trade  was  at  its  height.  Peel  was  a  station  of  impor* 
tanee,  but  it  is  now  little  more  than  a  narit^w  and  dirty  fish- 
{ffg  town.  The  population  is  estimated  at  twelve  Imvdred 
people.  The  bay  abounds  with  excelient  fish,  and  on  this 
coast  the  herrhigs  have,  for  many  jr^rs,  been  taken  in  the 
greatest  aboodance.  Peel  Castle  stands  on  a  peninsula 
about  one  hundred  yards  west  of  the  town  ;  at  low  w^ter 
it  is  joined  to  the  main  land  by  a  stone  wall,  shelving  to 
fte  top.  Permerly,  the  approach  was  by  a  flight  of  steps, 
but  time  has-  rendered  them  nearly  useless,  and  trtrrellers 
ivowmalct  their  way  to  the  ruins  by  dambering  over  the 
rocks. 

Till  the  r^estment  of  the  island  in  the  British  govern- 
ment, this  fortress  was  garrisoned  by  native  troopli  in  the 
pay  of  the  lord,  who  usually  gave  them  Buglbh  officers; 
but,  at  the  sale  of  the  royalty,  the  armoury  was  cfeaired  of 
t3ie  matchlocks  and  other  ancient  weapons,  the  garrison  re- 
duced, atkd  the  whole  has  been  suffered  i&tiSl  intoasf&tfe 
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i4  iBwrabk  riw9r  Tb^  v^ioauisy  bowser,  hm%  jd^  a» 
imfOHJnS.  Ap9«ar«iiea,.  the  nmUp  are  ttiU  flanked  by  tpw|r§, 
and  the  ou^oe  is  prettjr  ^ell  ikfiaed  ^  it  encloses  aiv  irfe«- 
gnlar  polyKon  of  two  acres*  The  boikUng.  wa9  ongimdly 
cemposed  of  a  stivt  of  red  date^  wiaptdand  foeed  in  maoj 
parts  wkb  red  stone.  Almost  in  the  centre  is  a  square 
pyci^dical  mofind  of,  earth,  each  of  its  sidas  facing  ene 
of  tbe  canl4nal  p^i^ts*  The  adfaeas^reinent  of  tbie  elei^*' 
tion  ia  soTenteen  yards,  and  it  is  surrounded  by  a  ditcb 
five  f^et  and  a  h^^lf  broad,  but  of  the  use  for  wbicb.it  waa 
designedy  no  account  is  extant ;,  it  is  oopjectured  eitl^er  Uy 
hne  been  an  eunnence  whence  a  cooMDaiKleff  miybt  ba- 
Taague  the  troa|B,  or  with  move  probability,'  the  buriaU 
plaee  ef  s^qie  f  reat  persfHtage. 

In  .tt)ifi  fertresa,  twe  eminent  persons  have  been  iinpri-' 
spaed  fkt  4iff«ipont  tiipes  v  ti^o  oob  ]Elenor,  wife  ta  Hum* 
phrey,  Du|:e  eC  Qloiiceater,^  io  the  reiga  of  Henry  VI.,r. 
the  othef ,  the  great  Eanl  of  Warwick,  wbe^  en  oae  of  bic^ 
reverse  waa  bani^^  to  the  island^  aud d^taiaedifithe 
cuetody  of  thia  guviseiu 

Within  the'  cs^tle  walk  are  the  reaiaiaa  of  two  eathe^ 
dials,  one  dedieated to  Sti  B^triol^,  and  beUeved  te  bathe., 
first  Ohmtian  chiurcb  erected  here ;  the  other,  inserih^d'te' 
St  Germain,  Md  built  about  1M5«  This  last  isf  described 
by  several  ancient  autfaeife,  partieniairly  WaldrMK,-  as  bav* 
iag  been  richly  ornammti^  i&nd  aliauadijag  in  monumentsjl 
ij^acvipiUooe ;  but,-  if-  it  ever  waa  8<^,  the  page*  of  history;' 
has  been  more  lasting  than  even  memorials  of  steae  and- 
i9nrUe,  fQ^>  aA  present,  not  a  trace  oi  Ijhese  enftbellishoBeats 
i»  disetiveiiable  to  the  most  curioue  pespeareb.  Itiscem-^ 
plMefynnitiofed,  add  oni|y  oecaeioMUyused«s.  a^cemetery; 
Bibbopi  Wilstin.  wi«i».  the  laet  daoce^a^  enthroned  inthia 
cMhedmL 

UadameeAh  is  the  ecelesiastfealpi&iMK^  conatmieted wMi- 
allr  tbe  gloDOiy  sevesity  of  Mbnkieh^  tilndB^.  it  ig  it  imdt 
eightee^fiMdeepv  •tiiMobtheiwf  tsfonHedbytbiitMl' 
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pointed  arches,  supported  upon  short  pilasters,  only  twelve 
inches  above  the  ground.  The  bottom  is  extremely  rough ; 
and  in  one  corner  is  a  well,  or  spring,  which  must  hare 
made  a  deplorable  addition  to  the  natural  humidity  of  the 
place,  where  neither  light  nor  air  is  admitted,  but  through 
a  small  window,  deep  set  in  the  wall  at  the  east  end. 

Waldron  also  says,  in  bis  account  of  this  place,  that 
there  were  other  cells  under  the  two  churches,  adapted  to 
the  purpose  of  punishment,  in  some  of  which  the  wretched 
inmates  could  neither  sit  nor  lie  down,  and  that  their  se- 
clusion in  these  dens  of  horror  depended  on  the  nature  and 
enormity  of  their  oflfences,  and  on  the  will  of  their  judges. 
In  these  days  of  civilizaiion,  who  can  reflect  without  as- 
tonishment on  the  cruelty  that  could  inflict,  or  the  patience 
that  could  endure,  such  aggravated  tortures  both  of  body 
and  mind.  But  though  these  severities  have  never  been 
exercised  since  the  reformation,  yet  one  cannot  bear  with* 
out  wonder,  that  the  other  part  of  the  ecclesiastical  prison 
was  tenanted  so  lately  as  in  the  days  of  the  excellent  Bi- 
shop Wilson,  who,  in  more  than  one  instance,  consigned 
offenders  to  that  miserable  abode  for  vMrioos  ofiencea 
against  the  church,  particularly  the  non-payment  of  tithes, 
and  even  in  some  cases  without  a  hearing.  Indeed,  the 
power  of  the  clergy  in  the  Isle  of  Man  has  always  bad  an 
arbitrary  character,  and  even  to  this  day  the  sentence  of  the 
bishop,  or  vicars  general,  is  decisive,  nor  does  it  admit  of 
bail :  there  is  no  alternative  between  prompt  submission  or 
imprisonment. 

'  Three  miles  from  Peel  is  the  celebrated  Tynwald  mount. 
Its  appearance  is  pleasing  from  the  neatness  with  which  its 
singular  form  is  preserved,  and  venerable  from  its  antpqid* 
ty,  and  the  interesting  puppeses  to  which  it  is  enftirely 
dedicated.  It  is  a  circular  barrow,  of  moderate  height, 
formed  into  a  pyramid  of  three  circles,  the  lowest  being 
about  eighty  yards  in  drcumference,  and  the  top  not  more 
than  seven  feet  in^diameter.    On  this^  when  the  legislative 
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ctsfiemUy  Is  coflected;  a  canbpy  and  chair  are  placed  fot 
the  Icnrd,  or  his  deputy ;  and  the  different  officers,  clergy,' 
and  keys,  take  thehr  respective  stations  below  him,  whilst 
the  surrounding  area  is  filled  with  the  people.  Near  the 
tnbunt*  stands  St.'  Jobn^s  Chapel,  from  whence,  after 
prayers  and  a  sermon,  the  several  persons  forming  th^ 
Tynwald  c6trft,  move  in  proeessiofi  to  the  mount,  the  an- 
cient formulae  being  still  observed  ;  though  fbom  the  great 
<^hange  of  eirconistances  which  has  taken  place  since  the 
origin  of  the  institution,  the  ceremony  is  so  completely  dii 
Vested  of  the  dignity  of  former  days,  that  it  excites  little 
attention,  arid*  hardly  now  affords  a  holiday-gaze  to  the 
mob.  ^ 

'  The  first  part  of  the  road  io  Ramsay  from  8t.  John's 
fies  through  a  deep  ahd  solitary  glen,  of  twd  miles  iii 
length,  containing  in  all' that  distance  only  one  miserable 
Cottage,  and  one  stunied  oak.  ft  is  a  knost  hermtt4ike 
solltnde,  stecfp,  lofty, ^'barren,  and  desolate.  In  the  bottbni 
runs  a  narrow  Hvulet,  above  'which',  the  road  is  cut  on  th'A 
*tiide  of  the  hill; '  Leaving  this  dingle,,  you  approach  tfa& 
)pfeasant  village  of  Kirk' Michael,  a  place  rendered  idterest^ 
ing  to  theadtnlrers  6f  superior  goodness,  as  having  iehtt 
the  home-scene  of  BTshop  Wilson*s  active  benevolence  fo^ 
more  than  half  a  century.  I  could  scarcely  forgive 'th6 
it^vefle^  who,  on  entering  the  iprecincts  of  this  parish,  did 
Hot  pay  his  first  visit  to  the  modest  stone  (hat  covers 'th& 
ear(hly  remains^  of  8o  muck  excellence:"  *       ,      ! 

The  church  is  in  the  midst  of  the  village,  of  whilcilr  t1l4 
«hancel  was  rebuiH  after  the  death  of  his  fatherj''by'Dt'. 
'Wilcion,  ftoa  tothe*bi&bdp;  who  was  born  at  Bishop's  ti&nity 
and  all  his  life  took  a  warm  interest  in  the  afiairs  of  tU^ 
island,  andj;  by  his  purse  and  influence,  rendered'  inany 
very  essential  services  to  his  countrymen. 

Near  the  church- ya^  is  an' upright  stone,  of  great  Ani 
^iqdity,  on  Whieb-are  chiselled' various  devices'  of  librses^ 
riders/ dogs,  and  stags ;  bh  the'  upper  part  is  n  Warrior, 
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niUi  hin  spear  and  skicld;  on  the  edge  ere  seme  nmie 
charaeterty  whick  are  tlwa  Taiiously  tnu^ated  by  diffiMreot 
anti^uariea.  Sir  Jobn  Preaiwich  aaae^i  that  the  weeds 
fom  thafoUowiag  aeetewe : 

<<  Walter,  son  of  Therulf,  a  kaight^  right  valiaat,  Lord 
of  Friiha,  the  Father,  Jesus  Christ" 

Whereas  Blr.  Beaofort,  with  equal  eonfideBce,  reada  the 
iDscriptioa  thus :  . 

**  For  the  sias  .of  iTalsir,  the  son  of  DaTal,  this  eross 
was  erected  by  ^is  mother  AftridL" 

There  are  some  other  monwMntal  rdiets,  which  make  a 
better  appearance  in  description  than  ree.Ulgr,  being  ahaoat 
defaced  by  time. 

In  this  parish  is  a  pile  oi  atones,  called  Cairn  Vial,  pro- 
bftbly  raised  in  Qommemoratiaa  of  seme  canteat^  or  of  some 
eminent  chief  buried  on  the  spot. 

.  A  mile  from  Kirk  Michael  ia  the  palace  (aa  ii  is  oiJled  by 
caurtesy)  of  the  Bishops  of  Man.  It  ia  a  asoderate^sincd 
building,  well  wooded,  and  staadiag  in  the  midst  of  some 
e«peUent  land,  ia  an  inqiroYed  state  of  caltiTatieai. .  The 
preaeot,  diocesan  ia  rquuring  aad  enlarging  the  hpaae,  and 
by  the  intcreat  he  takea  in  agricultural  purauits,  wiUipro* 
|>ably  afford  a  beneficial  eaample  to  thci  neighbourhood, 
avd  iitimolate  their  exertions. 

There  are  maay  barrows  ia  thia  part  of  the  oosmtry, 
^which,  in  ^rly  ages,  waa  frequently  the  acepe  of.  Mood- 
ahed  aad  contention^  moat  of  the  northern  inTadera  having 
^an4^  a^  Ramsay*  Qovernpr.Challofier  had  seyeral*  of 
these  tumuli  opene4^  but  found. only  a  few  uma  of  clay, 
and  in  one,  aope  boMa,  wMnh  had  apparently  paaaed  the 
fire. 

..  Two  miles  north-east  of  Kirk  Michael  ia  the  Tillage  of 
Ballaugb,  one  of  tbe  most  populous  in  tjie  island,  acme 
panufactorifs  for  coarse  hats  being  eatablisbed  there.  In 
this  pansh  is  stijl  a  good  deal  of  boggy  land,  intwaeoted 
by  the  Civrah  drain.    The  &rmers  ha.T«  a  great  advantagf 
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k  ken;  near  mari^pite^  whieh,  used  as  a  mamtre  of  late 
ymny  has  beeh  ee^ployed  to  the  maiiifeet  imjlroTenniit  ef 
thftkada.  Two  nilee  from  Ballaugh  is  the  ohiuoh  of  Jar- 
by,  ahnoet  at  the  point  of  land  hearing  the  aaoM  aameJ 
The  chnioh^i-yard  it  oa  very  high  ground,  and  afibrds  an 
extenaiTe  Yiew  over  the  ehannd  to  the  eppoaite  ooast.  A; 
eaoaa  nHRl  ieada  fram  hence  to  Kh^  Bride,  aitaated  five 
miles  from  Ramsay,  and  two  from  the  Point  of  Ayrl 

Between  Khrk  Bride  and  Ramsay  is  Kirk  Andreas,  a 
reetory  and  arohdeaconry,  of  wineh  the  oU  eburch  has 
within  a  few  years  been  r^hM^d  by  a  new  one.  Near  an 
aneient  aeat  ealled  BaHa  Hurry,  is  tlie  encampment  formed 
by  the  troops  of  Oliver  Cromwell.  The  situation  is  well 
cheaen,  it  is  surrounded  by  a  wide  loss6,  and  has  a  ba8tio» 
ateaeh  corner,  the  internal  square  being  suAeiendy  sunk' 
to  secure  the  soldiers  from  the  lire  ef  the  enemy.  - 
■«  The  approach  to  Iher  town  of  Ramsay  lies  over  a  ston& 
bridge  of  three  arcdies,  which  crosses  Hie  Sulby  rh^er^ 
The  town  is  small  and  irr^^r,  butderWes  a  slight  de^ 
gree  of  importance  fram  beings  the  seat  of  jnatiee  fbr  th» 
netthem  district.  There  is  a  pier  which  runs  out  a  few 
hundfed  feet  to  sea,  a»d  i»tenninated  by  a  light*hoase ;  th« 
baiy  isapaeioUB,  and  the  anehorage  good,  but  the  harbomV 
from  neglect,  has  become  nearly  useless,  and  will  only  af- 
Ihrd  shelter  to  vessels  of  very  small  burthen.  The  country 
about  Ramsay,  as  weH  as  the  ndgfabourhood,  is  far  supe* 
mr  to  the  town ;-  theforaier  bdng  in  a  high  stMe  of  cuMi'^ 
Tation,;Mid  diiefly  inhabited  by  native  frmUiss  of  ^bMi- 
demble  respectability,  amongst  whom  a  pleaaant  asMiiatioa 
is  Icept  up:  nor  do  they  so  deeidisdly  exdnde  straagera 
from  all  participation  in  their  hospitality,  as  is  sometlmea 
done  in  other  parts  of  the  islaad. 

'Provisions  are  considerably  cheapei'  here  than  at  the 
aoothera  side,  and  it  is  also  asilerted  that  the  land  is  notlicl^ 
superior,  and'affords  greater  proflsise  of  advantage  to  the 
furmer ;  againat  which,  however,  I  shoiddffearlthe  vrant  o£ 
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mt  iiiMnediaio  aod  certgia  tanritet  nnMbe' 
counterpobe*    Many  apple  orehards  floimh  \ 
luxdriBBcey  and  tborn  or  4|iiidkaet  hedgaa,  om  Aoil-aalilai^ 
bave  aupenedad  the  atone  Wall  ao  GomnioB 

In  proeeedhig  from  Rasiaay  to  Mavgiwid  yoo 
lofty  moontalB,  North  Bamile^  on  the  rifht.  Mmghold 
head  ia  a  bold  promontoryi  beneath  whiA^  nndhr  aoie 
mosa-dad  rooka,  ia  a  deep  apring,  nuch  ealabvated  for  its- 
medicinal  virtuea.  Theae  matdlra  were  anpfioaM.  to  4eAre 
additional  eflioacy»  if  drank  alttiog  in  the  ohnw  of  the  aatnt^. 
which  atill  reoraina  near  the  wdl. 

Thb  point,  and  the  adjacent  riShfe,  take  tkair  naaao- 
from  the  TeneraUe  peraon  who  waa  there  oaat  aahore^  and 
who,  aa  tradition  infornia  na,  made  hhnanlf  a  dweliiai^  oo 
the  apot  where  he  landed ;  and  where  hia  exemplary  piety^ 
and  the  uncommon  aeverity  of  hia  lifc^  mttraotod  anch  «ni«. 
▼eraal  Tererence,  that  hhi  aolited^  waa  aoon  invaded  bf  a 
nnmber  of  -votariea,  who,  deairing  to  aheller  themaetvnatf 
beneath  the  protection  of  hia  amctity^  er  to  proit  by  hia 
oximiple,  aoen  raiaed  « town  in  hia  inaaiediato 
hoodi  wfaich  became  one  of  tba  moat  pDpulona  in  the  i 
Of  the  hmth  of  thia  legend  no  of  idenee  waaaina,  osoopit 
the  unconmhott  diinendona  of  the  ohnrofa,  which  gvandf . 
exceed  thoee  of  any  titber  plaoe  of  warahip  ia  the  oonntry  ;* 
and  the  cireumatanoe  of  ita  atandlng  in  a  apnea  of  iy^ 
acrea  of  cobsecmtad  gnrand,  which  oettaialy  ia^plina  a 
larger  popnlation  <han  that  by  whiffc  it  ia  ai  peweat  aur- 
rbnoded.    Kear  thia  church- yard  ia'a  pillar  of  dayahite^ 
on  which  tbeigorea  aro  ao  rudely  exeewlad,  and  withal 
ao  mneh  defaced,  that  it  oihra  a  fall  Beenae  to  fancy,  to 
aaoribe  the  original  deaign  to  the  moat  oppoaito  aoVjoota. 
Some  say  it  ia  intended  to  depict  the  birth,  pnaaion,  and- 
crteiftxion  df  'onr  Sat ionr ;  othera  diacem  in  it  a  dear  and 
dtatinct  conHgoration  of  the  tiait  t>f  St.  Bridget  to  84^ 
Mfafughold,  'when  be  inveatod  h^  with  the  ynih    For  my 
cwaApcrt,  I. can  only  wonder  at  the  itogaanity  that. nan 
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iia$mni  in  aw^  an  b#teirQf«ieoQ«:q)^99,  a  UMBeart^^any 
iking  m  b«av«ii  or  «  fMth;  Audi  fi^d  laiher  inclined  fta> 
tkiifek^  Ihat.tiie  artuit  employed  bia  Qhiad  under  a  consciepw 
tiaus  raooUaotion  of  the  lecoad  comimaiidiaeat.  .   j 

'PaJMUfefion  towarda.Xiaxayt  Soowfield  re^^rs  Ufi(  Ten^a*; 
bk  boftd^  and  iavites  tbe  traveller  to  a.  vii^w  wbiob^  for  it»i 
•aiieiiV  is  nnriyallad  in  Great  Britain,  of  i?bicb  empire^ 
tbisAipiiataui  ia  said  to  be  tbe  eaa<itt  oeiMre;..aodjt  great, 
part  of  which  may  be  distinctly  seen  from  the. top  of  it,| 
Of  Iralaad  you  behold  tbe  Arkiow  mpaotaina»  the.  ^b 
point  of  land  on  tbia  side  tke  b^y  of  Garlingford,  and  .tba> 
MHb  bdHMd  Stmigford ;  of.  Waka^  the  towering  Sneddon. 
and  great  Or^abead,  besidaa  a  long  line  of  mpi^ntaii^ ;.  oQ 
Ssgtand,  pari  of  the  coaaftoC  Cumberlaod  wA  Leae^abireii 
and/of  Saolland^  aU  tbe  Aagb  land  between  Dumfries  and^ 
Pdvt  Patrtok.  Wbibt  tho  lain  of  Man  .itself  forms  the, 
borne  vikwy  and  ia  sptead  oni  lUbe  a  nap  b^oeatb  y^vr^ 

I  Irfomy  jft  a  Ullage  of  little  trade,  ooDi|»oae^  of.  about, 
thirty  bouses,  tba  relseat  of  fiaheameo ;  h^i  tke  §}»v^hA^ 
aarring  of  notice,  for  tbe  romantic  beauty  of  its  scenery. 
It  is  well  planted  with  trees.  About  half-way  up  are  some 
copper  mines,  from  whence  no  great  advantages  baye  as 
yet  been  derived,  though  they  are  occasionally  worked* 
A  little  way  up  the  yalley  is  a  flax  spinning-mill,  belong- 
ittg  to  Messrs.  Moore's^  of  Sfifciglas.  Kirk  Lonan,  the 
parish  church,  is  a.mile.4rdm  tbo  village.  At  some  dis- 
tance on  the  road  to  Douglas  are  twelve  ^tonea  placed  in 
an  oval  form ;  just  without  the  oval  are  tiro  others,  six  feet 
high,  one  of  which  is  cloven  from  top  to  bottom.  The 
wbde  are  erected  on  a  mound  of  earth,*elevated  four  or 
five  feet ;  in  the  centre  of  which  is  an  excavation  seven 
feet  long  and  three  wide.  The  natives  have  connected 
aevoal  supernatural  tales  with  this  spot,  but  they  give  no 
rational  account  of  its  origin  :  most  probably  tbe  whole  ia 
a  remnant  of  Druidism. 
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Ken  DroglMad  in  a  Tilli^e  rather  more  diaii  two  nOes 
from  Douglas,  of  which  the  parish  ohurch  is  dedicated  to 
St.  Onoa^  the  mother  of  St.  Patrick,  though  the  name  is 
usually  corrupted  to  Gonohan.  This  ueighbourhood  has 
been  hdd  up  of  late  years  as  an  example  to  the  rest  of  the 
island,  on  account  of  the  great  and  yisible  imprcfemeat 
efiected  here  by  diflerent  agriculturist,  to  which  its  vici- 
nity to  Douglas,  and  the  facility  of  obtaining  manure,  have 
no  doubt  contributed. 

HaTidg  now  completed  the  circuit  of  the  island,  I  have 
Miy  to  notice  the  iirfand  pariah  of  Maronn,  which  offeia 
no  extraordinary  particulars  to  reeonl.  It  is  Intgf seeled 
by  a  toad  leading  io  St  John's.  Nearly  efpoMte  to  the 
parish  church  are  the  walls  of  a  chapel,  callsd  St.  Trinni* 
an*s,  said  to  have  been  ereetad  in  consequence  of  a  tow 
made  by  a  shipwrecked  mariner ;  and  its  present  ruinoun 
state  is  ascribed  to  the  malice  of  the  deason  by  whom  thin 
unfortunate  had  been  persecuted,  who  being  restraiDed 
from  any  lartiMr  personal  injury  to  the  snflbrsr,  amunad 
his  retengn  by  throwing  off  the  roof  of  the  new  buihliog; 
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Agriculture — lU  great  Advance  of  late  Years  in  the  lelt 
of  Man— Scale  of  Population  at  different  Periods-^ 
State  of  Buildings — Advantages  possessed  by  the  Manx 
Far)ner  over  those  of  neighbouring  Countries — Roads — 
Manure^^Notice  of  some  particular  Improvements  ef^^ 
fected  bjf  Individuals. 

* 

jLhE  agricultare  of  a  state,  whether  large  or  small, 
oittsi  ever  form  an  interestiog*  eonsideration,  connected  as 
it  is  with  all  that  relates  to  domestic  ease  and  independence. 
Its  pursuits  have  a  character  different  to  almost  all  others^ 
in  this  money  making  and  money  spending  world.  The 
teturns  of  the  farmer,  ere  they  can  be  ensured,  must^  be 
sought  by  a  cosoJlunation  of  industry,  patience,  and  inge* 
nuity ;  qualities  tending  to  improve  the  character  of  the 
mind,  whilst  they  are  employed  to  embellish  and  enrich  the 
surface  of  the  land.  If  to  the  wisdom  which  enables  him 
to  discern  the  best  means,  he  does  not  add  coolness  to  pur- 
sue his  end,  he  has  little  chance  of  ultimate  success ;  an^ 
if  unremitting  care  and  practical  economy  are  wanting^  he 
will  still  find  himself  at  a  distance  from  the  goal.  These 
are  very  different  characteristics  to  those  which  commerce 
demands,  in  whose  service  wealth  and  luxury  too  frequently 
become  the  reward  of  mere  enterprise,  whilst  the  unobtru- 
sive and  moderate' trader  is  left  to  pine  over  disappointed 
hopes  and  fruitless  efforts.  The  pursuits  of  the  fanner 
have  this  essential  advantage^  that  if  the  returns  are  slow 
they  are  in  a  moderate  degree  certain ;  and  meanwhile,  the 
health  both  of  body  and  mind  may  be  benefited  by  a  pro- 
fessiou,  which,  in  a  peculiar  manner,  protects  its  members 
from  contamination  of  morals,  and  leads  them  to  look  up 
to  that  Providence,  whence  only  they  can  derive  their  suc- 
ces^.    The  farmer  more  than  any  one  feels,  or  ought  tp 
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feel,  bis  dependence  on  a  soperior  power,  ftwntts  bis  Tisi^ 
ble  operations  in  the  kindly  return  of  the  seasons!  be 
idaimp  his  bounty  in  the  fruitfiii  shower !  and  if  be  tbink^ 
jatall,  ha  mus(  aekoowlodfe»  that. though  be  may  plough 
«nd  sew,^  it  is  beyond  bis  might  to  encore  any  inereaae. 
.  Again,  I  CQaceire  that  in  this  class  the  great  virtii^  of 
benevolence  ia  a  more  active  principle  than  in  tbose  whose 
employments  shut  them  up  in  a  shop  or  at  S  desk !  The 
wants  of  the  labourer  must  ever  be  yisibie  to  his  employer  : 
it  is  his  interest  to  encourage  industry  and  suppress  imoMK 
Vality :  and  it  is  seldom  you  see  the  bustling  female  who 
superintends  the  domestic  concerns  of  the  farm-house  or 
yard,  forget  the  sick  wife  of  the  cottager,  or  refuse  those 
little  aids  which,  though  hardly  missed  from  her  large 
stores,  are  yet  of  infinite  benefit  to  those  whose  means  are 
limited  to  the  measure  of  daily  wants,  without  any  provi- 
sion of  inctreased  comforts  for  the  hour  of  sickness. 

Perhaps  this  yiew  of  peace  and  goodness,  combing  with 
Industry,  win  in  England  be  regarded  as  drawn  from  the 
old  school,  when  farmers  moved  contentedly  in  their  dwn 
'sphere,  and  fulfilled  the  duties  of  it,  with  scrupulous  in- 
*tegrity  and  satisfied  humility ;  when  they  took  their  turn 
lEit  the  plough,  whilst  their  wives  and  daughters  exercised 
their"  sehsibQity  in  the  care  of  the  poultrjr  and*  pig^y  i^nd 
their  ingenuity  at  the  spinning  wheel ;  before  the  (Possessor 
bf  a  hnndred  acres  thought  it  requisite  that  his  sons  should 
"be  dashing  sportsmen,  or  his  daughters  accomplished  yotrii^ 
Todies ;  and  before  every  thing  was  given  to  speculatidn 
and  theory,  and  nothing  to  practice  and  indli'stry.  If  this 
primitive  state  of  things  is  ho  longer  held  in  deserted  es- 
teem in  the  wealthy  and  luxurious  state  of  Greiit  Britafn, 
there'is  no  reason  why  it  may  not  be  restoired  of  preserved 
in  the  Isle  of  Man,  where  the  science  is*  in  its  infancy, 
where  success  may  yet  cro^n  the  perseveririg'endeaiVdurs 
of  industry,  and  both  irespect  aiid '  honour  attend*  its 
progress.  '    -       * '  • 
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Tn  fiurfiniiig  fhis  subject,  I  cannot  follow  a  befter  or 
tfcientific  ^tde  than  John  Christian  Carwea,  E8)|. 
president  of  the  Workington  Agpricuttnral  Society,  of 
which  the  Isle  of  Man  formed  a  branch,  from  the  year 
1909  to  1813.  This  gentleman  being  much  connacted  with 
the  country,  and  having  framed  his  annual  reports,  on  the 
state  of  tlie  agricultural  interests,  upon  actual  inspection, 
and  great  local  knowledge,  must  have  been  a  sniRcienIt 
judge  of  the  subject :  and  1  trust  this'  general  acknowledg- 
ment of  hb  authority  will  supersede  the  necessity  of  no-* 
fleing  the  partieular  passages  which  I  may  give  even  in 
his  own  words.  ' 

•  Having  commented  on  the  great  neglect  of  this  nsefitl 
science,  which  subsisted  during  the  eariier  times,  and  on 
the  particular  causes  whence  this  inattention  to  the'  inter* 
nal  interests  of  the  island  originated,  I  shall  only  now 
endeavour  to  show  the  progress  that  has  been  made  under 
a  better  system  of  government,  in  the  last  twenty  years. 
At  the  time  of  the  retestment,  nearly  all  the  fturiotis  were 
occupied  by  native  landholders,  who  ctfltivaied'  small  por* 
tions  of  thehr  estHteii,-  and  submitted  the  residue  to  the 
undisturbed  dominion  of  hfoth  and  gorse.  The  first  ad- 
ranees^  as  might  natuWilly  be  expected,  took  place  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  four  towns,  with  the  exceptldn  of 
Aose  domains  occupied'by  Bishop 'Wilson,  who  first  raised 
large  supplies  of  corii,  and  made  extensive  plantation's, 
BOW  flourishing  in  tfa^ir  prime  and  beauty,  a  lasting  inemo- 
rial,  amongst  a  <housand  otfefers,  of  *his  judicious  skill' and 
4mre.  That  his  example  to  a  certain  extent  did  produce 
Ms  proper  eftct,  is  proved  by  the  consequences ;  b<»cause, 
jRrom  that  em,  those  seasons  of  excessive  scarcity,  'which, 
previoiis  to  ^nd  ev^n  dnring  Us  life,  so  frequently  recurred^ 
in  the  island,  have  never  been  Mi  with  equal  severity. 

But  for  the  present  highly-improved  state  of  the  coun- 
try, the  Manx  are  certainly  indebted  to  the  Sfdrited  exer- 
tions, and  superior  practice  taught  them  by  those  of  their 
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<f)|ow  •nUepte,  w^m,  th«y  ate  too  foiad  of  0epam|uig  fietai 
tbenweWes  bj  the  olBb^atve  designatioa  of  atraosers.  Iti 
i^  thote  itrMgers  who  liave  ascertuoed  th^  grateful  aatafe 
of  the  apil !  called  forth  and  applied  the  Tadoifs  apecies  o£ 
i|iaaur^»  which  nature^  with  abmidaat  lib^raliiy>  had.  Cmi 
^gas  offered  in  Tain,  to  native  indolence  or  prej[adice^  anA 
by  these  neana  haTe  transformed  a  sterUe  heath  iqto  luxu^ 
^ant  oora  fields  and  verdant  pasture. 
.  To  the  same  class  qf  visitors  may  also  be  asasib^  the 
cei^val  of  planting,  whicbi  if  it  propeeds  a  few  yeafa  a)ora 
1^  rapidly  as  it  has  doyse  in  the  last  twenty,  will  reader  the 
legend  of  the  naked  valleys,  and  unclothed, bills,  of  Alalia 
qs  inAfedihle  tp  future  agiM,  as  we  now  considar  the  reogrd 
ip^hiei^  desgrlbea  the  Qruids  in  their  groves,  or  a^  army  ia 
aiphush- under  shelter  of  a  forest 

fi^rly  wrfters  ail  concur  in  repreaeptiag  the  soil  as,  a^ 
tfemely  unfertile^  in  which  account  SaiqhaYereU^  liolt».  awL 
niajay  later  anthora  agree,  without  inquiry  of  axarai^alji^  : 
sinca,  tha  present  appeaKaacea  evino^,  befond  dJ\spKU^  iha^^ 
the  defect  lay  not  ia  tl^  landa  but  a  the  ouUiai^rpi.  It  ia 
i^  tau^l^  that  afiall  as  the  populiitlQn  waa  lorty  ynarabiack;* 
tbey  got  mpfi  of  thair  wheatan  brnad  im  a  mamffiintyeA 
ata(e,  fraiyi  Cumberhuid,  from  wbaaae  Yeaseia*  tntding.  t% 
|i^la«4  thought  i(  out,  ai^d  dipp^imi  of  it  at  faa-  ta  th^ 
])|anx.lH»atB,  then  cona^ntlj  liaveriag  about  ia.  p4ilm^it  «f 
their  established  trade*  Whe^  was;  th^n  hardly  rais<|d  i% 
th^4s)4^id,  and  evei^  sol^fteaa  1798^  wheia  Fetth^n  wi^ita 
Im  tqurv  \^  V9Ui»  tl^ftt  thvi  gvaip  could  aat  ha  cal^ivataA 
^itb  adyaotaga  in  t|ie  island, .  baing  from  thfl  n^mp  of  tba 
suil,  an4  other  predisp9siag  OBiuaaa,  li^le  to  th#.snHtiH 
swdi^.degref.  as  to  disMufaga  all  at^woyts  tu.ii|tf9d«m 
i(U  This  arrur  is  n^sv  furly.oocraPt^  ^3  tf»a,  brgp  cuM^a 
raised  spica  that  time.^f  the  vleanasi  i^d  heat:  q»aV^  iw 
thp  laturufi  from  live^^ol  nwrMt  aaUy^iya.  Tlw  gcP|o- 
^i1>  ff  4wd»  m  ^  0994  «Mffb.  awH  j^i|itfy«Mi  will 
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flyt  of  MiB  ftpity  to  ftFbf  bntaBb  ]*»  acfe>  •£  baaiey  ite 
MMie,  Md  of  iwheat  tueoty^five  to  tUrty. 

JWwii%(f-i*^«Mit  when  9n  ifais  tnkjeet  I  «8e4hlit  ^n^nl^ 
to  frmmi  vopolilioii  1 4miM  to  i>e  ilodentopd  u  meittkil^ 
tittbiii  t«r«ty  or  thirty  yetrs.  FoniMrllf  tfte  iMtMHoeiitir 
of  hwriboivdry  wen  io  ftw,  that  ooavdely  twenty  oovts  wote 
to  be  fdMd  in  the  ivftolo  iEOaod,  ond  the  fiHtivii  Mod  m> 
nodo  nf  ciirryhtg  iiioir  eoro  bul  in  kmUo  «xed  on  tkh 
horses'  backs.  \ 

Io  tie  yeor  Mtt,  ChMrerobr  Ofoeohalgk  node  nn  iOef-- 
KeetMi-attottipt  td  ioiirodueo  the  oso  of  iitno  dt  a  maoore*; 
Md  kti^img  boAt  a  kiki,  ft  socm  CMroulated  as  ah  arttelo^ 
UteWSy  ihot  the  dopdty  wot  aotoally  oof  a^  In  a  pntt^t  to 
bittii  o^MO»  for  the  hopiovcmont  of  the  land.  The  yeofdifr 
baolehMd  in  oroitds  to  witness  die  ratuH  €ff  this  wondofiw 
pfdoeoa,  aMri  proMUy  afot  wlthnwt  aooie  M&mg  doiibta  of 
Oho  worthy  i; o^emof 's  ^aoity :  wiieo,  bsfworer^  tl|ey  bokeM 
tteso  massed  porfodtly  rodoeed  by  the  aofion  «f;  in^  1io|F 
oageriyiwolwift  to  {inoAt  by  an  exswplo^  Snm  whdnce  thogr 
espeotod  the  AOat  bonofiidal  nionseqnences  imal  eosod. 
Mhtf^i-p^^i^  as  they  w«re  terned,  were  raised  in  att  parte 
^  theiielaodi  in  whioh,  without  rttfereiiee  to  <piality>  ^r^ 
Jriod  of  atone,  tUnt,  riaie,  or  pebUe,  we^e  ilidiic9iiniiiatoi|r 
oabjeotod  to  the  same  precess.  For  the  ill  avcoesa  aftteodK 
^  tfds  >MMtlra  wttotnpt  th^  had  ai^  snfilUiUe  reaaon  to 
ptodoKo,  fooodod  OB  a  belief  that  the  gowmor  imA  intriMt- 
goaoo  wHh  the  inries^  by  whose  agont;y  M»  tninefala  wer^ 
tamed  to  a*powdor,  whilet  theoe  of  Ms  odtcwiporalMa  were 
^mAj  obndbasbd  to  a  fpraater  degree  of  hardn^as^ 

Of  this  curh>usiaot  many  ovid^neoB  remain)  anfl  qtiad*> 
titles  ol)  oaloinod  stones  are  flreqaently  foond  in  diihreM 
fNiHs,  Whtoh  htTo  either  been  left  in  heapo,  or  uoed  to  fil 
op  dndns. 

A  elear  idta  of  the  itttle  profit  derived  by  proprietors  of 
wry  large  trnota  of  land  fnM  tMr  posoesaionS)  may  be 
obtained  from  a  HsI  of  tiM  imphBiiettlo  in  posaeossoa  of  i 
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-pereofi  who  oeeupM  at  kMt  font  hiiDdrid  Mi«t  of  U0 
own  estate ;  for  the  eultiT«tion  of  wUch  he  had,  Miri(iPiliBg; 
to  Mr.  Curwon^B  information,  one  ploo^  mad  o«e  harrow. 
In  ahandant  years,  the  eatete  praduoed  bread«oani  (tfettt 
ia,  oats  and  barley,)  for  the  family ;  ia  -fiuling  onea,  not 
Aat :  and  the  oattle  depended  on  the  gorae  and  fnrae»  wtdi 
wUeh  the  land  was  oo^ered,  both  for  fowl  tmi  shelter. 
The.  same  estate  is  now  Irt  to  a  thriTing  tenant,  for  a  leai 
of  «£800  per  annum. 

Nor  is  the  reign  of  pr^fndios  and  ignowmee  yet  wholly 
at  an  end ;  they  haTo  still  a  atrong  hold  in  the  miiida  of 
some  of  the  nativea,  and  at  the  time  I  wiilo  thero  is  a  traot 
of  exeellent  land,  within  three  miles  of  Dovglaa,  held  by 
tte  proprietor,  and  surrounded  by  Ihrma  in  sueh  a  state  of 
ottltitntion  as  most  awahen  eomlation,  if  that  sentiaMSt 
was  not  completely  smothered ;  yet  the  owner  of  this  place 
is  so  bigoted  to  his  aneient  habits,  that  if  ont  of  dwna 
Jiundred  ficres  he  can  raise  enongh  to  snpply  the  inotani 
wants  of  hfs  family,  and  retain  seed  for  the  oomhifp  year, 
he  thinks  he  has  done  aH  that  foresight  and  indnstry  earn 
aeqtiire.     The  femnles  spin  their  own  wool  and  flax  for 
dothing ;  and  at  the  end  of  the  aeaaon  they  are  «eU  1 
fled  t6  behold  the  whole  retttms  oonsumed,  cofl 
tliemselTes  with  the  hope  that  there  is  more  coariog  in. 
As  to  a  possible  faHnre  of  their  returns,  they  nerar  calcu- 
late on  snch  an  event ;  nor  does  the  foture  proriskm  for  a 
large  family  distorb  the  equanimity  of  thah*  minds,  beUeT<- 
ing,  with  primitiTe  simplicity,  that  anfllcicnt  to  the  day  is 
both  the  good  and  evil  thereof.    The  estate,  by  the  laws  of 
the  land,  must  descend  to  the  next  heir;  and  f<^  Merest 
of  the  progeny,  during  the  Byes  of  their  parents,  they  wiH 
ttre  at  home  in  nntinnUng  and  inactive  stupidity,  and  at 
their  death  must  turn  out,  as  a  matter  of  course,  with  no 
provision  bnt  their  own  labour  for  support    For  aU  which 
improvidence,  as  we  should  call  ii,  the  present  proprietor 
has  an  unfoiling  apotogy  and  reason,  vis.  that  bia  foAer 


4U  80  befiM  him ;  Uiat  lie  liiaivetf  hM  ^u^yi^d  the  eslnte 
MhisdM;  iAd  his  bvotbers,  who  w«re  brought  up  with 
bini)  aie  no^w  ift olrwieold  i^[e,  sp^mUng  tJbe  reiu^ios.of 
thoir  atroBgtfi  as  daily  lidbourer^  ^mtheroada^oc  in  tho 
BoighhoiiriQg  farms. 

'  Bat  tlMSe  imfoaoep  of  negleot  are  b^eoiQiiig  every  day 
less  fpeqMs^i  aad  Mr.  Ciirwcn  aseahes.the  €|iai»fe  to.  the 
adTance  of  traude,  the  great  resort^  o{  seMlers  from. other 
eeuotriesy  aod  the  excessive  increase  of  hixury  and  tpMtiOA 
in  Great' ^iiaJB.  The  years  of  amiop^^  alaoi*  have  hfd 
herey-aa  elsewhere^  their- bepefieial  effiopts;  the  gieat.pro- 
ilB'made  by  some  farmers  indvoiitf  9t  generai  spirit  of 
speeulaiioA  wd. impfoveail^iity  wlttob,.vi  oi:die.4ry  tim^  it 
would  haw  taken  majiy  years  tp^ca^Ue;  whilst. every  (ax 
hnposed  by  the  Parliament  upon  Great  BrMain  (^tesatos  as 
abopiBjIy  apoo  Jttanx.agricultfire.  In  aU^oa^esythe  ad<> 
^vaace  has  been  cemmenaurale  with  these  causes^  aa  appesra 
from  the  foUowing  oomparj^ive  statemeat. 

And.ftrijty  aa  to  the  p^pfilatipo.  .Itfr.,  Cnrwen  says^  thai 
at  the  commencement  of  the  last  century^  the  nuiiber  of 
inhabitants  on  the  island  was  under  ie^  tboiisand ;  .in  17^9 
iis  eomputes  the^  at  fifben  thousand ;  in  l???^  only  twelvp 
years  after  the  revestment,  the  numbers,  hadiincsea^.  iq 
twenty  thousand :  they  ai^e  now  estimated  thif^y-^ve  .thou* 
sand.  That  this  scale  is  absolutely  cocnoqt,  I  aoa  not  quite 
assured.  Bishop  Wilson  wrote  a  short  history  of  the 
isjktnd  some  years  before  his  deat,hy  which  took  place  iu 
175& ;  and  certainly  no  man  had  belter  means  o^. ascertain- 
ing the;  r^  state  of  the  country ;  he  then  calculated  the 
population  at  twenty  thousand.  r 

In  17B5y  the  Duke  .of  Athpl  observes,  in  his  c^se  sub* 
mitted  to  the  privy  ootti|Qil|  that  the  king,  by  t^e  revest* 
mc^t,  has  aciittired  an  increase  of  thirty. t^ojusand  su)yiecta« 
It  usually  tu^ns  out  that  round  numbers  are  iqaccurate, 
but  it  is  a  faet,. admitting  no  dispute^  that  a  great  and 
rapid  incff^ase  has^  taken  plaoe  of  late  years. 


AlH>flMr  «f«iUe  <dMmge  appean  in  the  lMiildtaf« ;  f^trf 
nrfMlre  the  nMidi-«ifrdled  ombin  alMl  Ihirtchedl  reef  mm  gMttgf 
fAaee  to  ereMioM  ef  hrick  er  Mme  urtlh  ^laieA  tope.  I« 
IVM^  there  were  h^t  four  breweries  in  the  Mittd ;  et  thh 
time  there  are  mere  than  thirty,  and  aieny  ef  ttam  IimU* 
tidu^Xy  doliii;  wore  baeiiieee  ttan  the  whek  ecrtterti^iy  at 
that  «ime.  Bo  lately  as  lIMf ,  fllree  hvitdherfl  evppiied  Hie 
town  a»d  eelghhenrheod  of  Douglae,  Hid  these  emlyopeo^ 
ed  th^  staHs  on  the  ntavtoBt-day :  there  hi  new  aioeeelMt 
eepfdy  of  neat  et^hihked  hy  at  leaet  twdl^  tumptflKhrti. 
Megliieii  and  haekeleie  weM  reeeetly  ifesklHiWD  4n  Ihn 
tewHi,  and  ttaay  tfoftiieiyieet  ieeonmniiMMMe  We#e  Mt  ^ 
privftte  faoiiHito,  who  had  to  leek  their  com  in  larg«  4|«ati* 
liliea  at  the  fennere,  and  theme  H  eairry  U  tMmigh  tbft 
whole  proeeea  of  grlediog'y  and  maoafSaetarinf  for  ose. 

Bat  the  nest  heueftcial  improTitnient  baa  heen  madift  itt 
the  eoltivatlon  of  gardes  praduee  fbr  tile  market.  Tea 
years  back,  a  cart  loaded  with  TOgeUlblee  for  eale  WW  ««m^ 
voanded  ee  a  prodigy,  and  ne^rtft  eMa  except  when  eome 
of  the  neighhouring  geildeniea  eoHecied  th^  reRiee  of  ihehr 
garde*e,  and  aeat'it  f6r  general  dietrlbntion ;  wheteae 
aow,  matty  acres  round  the  dUBerent  towns,  bat  parlAcli* 
larly  Iloaglas  and  Caatietown,  are  caltt^ted  IStnr  paMi^ 
aae,  aad  the  markets  are  Almost  oterstecked  with  "vegvta^ 
Mes,  sad  the  cofaimon  sorts  of  fruit. 

Another  cTidence  to  the  progress  of  agriealtiire  appMiH 
ia  the  qaaaCty  of  chiTer  aad  gmss  seeds  iiaj[MMed :  at 
pf  eseat  the  gross  kanaal  amoUat  exceeds  ^HM  in  Tidae ; 
twenty  yean  past  they  did  net  reach  t6  iSM^  aad  etah 
within  five  years  not  to  J!5M.  In  produciiig  iheie  ^atfoM 
heaefits,  the  iastitatiea  of  an  agrieultmral  society  has  l^eea 
of  esseatial  service,  for  which  raetoure  the  iiAabhattts  are 
whoVy  indebted  to  Mr.  Curwen,  though  their  eflbrts  are 
do  longer  conducted  iiiider  his  auiptee^ ;  and  it  is  to  be 
feared,  that  fliey  may  languish  In  future  for  the  want  of 
some  such  spirited  and  expeiienctd  leader.    Ia  one  of  his 
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^hw  be  ^t^dsd  aa  awwl  mtelHlg  »t  8t  Jobti^^  \m  I9k% 
the  as«A|iiMage  oi  g^n^apM  aod  ftuuti«V9  fffeatty  ftxegofcj 
1|U  oJipeotalJMNM,  w.))iiM4  tlift.i|kt0jmt'ai}d  tpMi  wbidi  mfdrh-f 
e4  the  proetadiafs,  e^ocMid  tbe  ittipr^98Hii.t'^t4  \M0  BHidhi 
u^DQ  tb^  public  siad,  andpr^TCd  tbut  lll»TiM¥*  •Ctbeti^ 
ciety  referred  to  obj^eta  eMMP^d  ^qunttf  ymilh  the  profits 
qf  tbe  Umdfd  f  iw««ri4«#t,.  wd  A^  y^d  of  the  pItUio  at  l«rf  e. 

A.  neqri  material  adYMtag^appertatas  ta  the  Kami 
{aoMHy  ia  hia  &aedMi  fiioii^  all  poatf^  sates,,  M  well  all 
Otter  taMiyithe  poor  heipg  wholly  aoaftitaiaad!  hf  ipokmterjr 
oaatt^utiaa-  Lmid  raai  has  cttrtaiilf 'ris^av  partiealiiriy 
]i#ar  *k^  ta^HiM^  ta.ltalaU.Telua;  J>at'ah6tiM  tAe  paeaNiC 
^opBepiatiM  of  faiiA  paodnea  cQDtia«l&>  it  mast  aaoessaittji 
fiOl.  Tbe i#il,  tbotigb aittlftie» terj^liimriaQt naa af  gtmk 
depth,  yft  laafcea  geaeraUy  »||f aMGiii^tfeitimh  if  tniv^taf 
i^eMvved  oe  atiwttlated  hy  t^eiMtiia;  and  this  oparatim  ia 
iw^  faaitttatad  b;  the  abwadaime  of  awaah  or  aea  iM«d# 
thrown  u|k  an  tho.sanda^  whioh  hae  beeii  faand  Cor  a  nm^ 
.  caifi  tQ  aaiiiBeB  toary  purpoea  pvodiiaed  hy'saMraianbatftiilial 
nuiBMl^ea;^  aad  the  eiahieea  with  whiefc  limenia  proaured  hji 
Uraitar  eanange  raand  ttie  ooaat  ia  highly  fianroaaaUe  ta>  ax^ 
ait&aar  Mr.  Caawteiv  aheet aed  with  plaa^ata  aad  mrpriea^ 
hQW  lau^h  thacuMaatim  of  greeo  arap^haA  increased  ha* 
tsfaep  the  years  1809  ao4  1BI8»  whan  ha  BMda  Wa  hiaff 
tiiiit.. 

TilLlaAdy^  tte  hapai4htioa  af  sbaap  waa  ttndled ta  one 
luiftdrad  araaellf  fimm  Bagiand  ;  hy  Ito  intat&rtfeio^  aS 
Mr.  Gmiaimtbt  anirim  h«»  haan  ia«reasad  ta  fiaa  hia»« 
drad  9  and'  te  aauAdaattjit  slssat ts,.  AaA^tha  mamrfMtttBa  of 
arai|l)ail«i  wU  ava  feafr  ha  liie^  atapk  aianinadky  at  tha 


*  Sea  weed  does  not  answ<if  so  ^eU  |d  90]npo9t  of  -soil  or  fn^iild  only,  tbe 
decomposttfon  being  less  rapid ;  but  it  is  admirable  with  stable-dung,  or  even 
with  straw,  eitber  of  these  promoting  fanmediate  fennentation,  bat  hi  no  case 
iinllit  coabfaK  witii  line. 
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bland.  Only  one  estaUistaieBt  for  tUt  pnrpose  nibta  nC 
pTMent,  wMeh  is  condoeted  tviOi  rfiill  nad  spirit,  tad  I 
Wffere  ninply  remtrds  the  eare  and  indoatry  of  ila  pro- 
prietor,* who  is  also  a  yery  eonaideraUe  planter,  and  in 
aH  faia  ttndertiAmifs  exhibits  a  patriotic,  Independent,  and 
aetiTe  mind,  eqnally  beneAoial  to  the  conntry,  of  whieh  ho 
18  a  natiTe,  and  honourable  to  himself. 

The  quantities  of  grain  onttiTaled  in  the  last  few  yean 
haw  been  etieh,  as  to  supersede  the  necessity  of  importing 
that  article,  notwithataiiding  the  increased  popniatioa. 
The  rate  of  labaor  is  as  yet  Tsry  asoderate,  being'  nsaeh 
ander  that  established  on  the  opposite  coaaties  of  Camber* 
laad  and*  Lancashire.  Potatioa  crops  are  aow  wM  andsr* 
etood ;  cleaning  the  land  is  Tsry  striotly  atteaded  to^  by 
maay  fnramrs,  and  from  its  obmas  good  coaseqaencm 
will  doabtless  soon  become  the  general  practice.  ImproTo- 
ment  of  live  stock  has,  of  late,  been  an  ohject  of  emulatien 
amongst  the  graaiers,  and  there  sre  several  dairy  farms, 
admirably  managed,  in  ▼arioas  parts  of  the. island. 
J  The  small  breed  of  horses,  for  wWclrthe  Maax,  in  com- 
saon  with  the  out  ides,  was  once  famous,  is  now  aiaiost 
extinct ;  bat  there  is  no  doiciency  of  such  as  answer  wdl 
fsr  purposes  of  hasbaadry,  and  even  those  for  the  saddle 
are  of  late  much  in^rored.  But  although,  in  the  pavtica- 
lars  I  have  mentioned,  much  has  been  done,  it  is  aevofthe- 
less  indisputable  that  much  yet  remains  to  be  eflfocted,  aad 
the  impartiality  I  have  promised  demands  a  &ir  statement 
on  both  sides.  One  of  the  greatest  impediments  to  sac- 
csoslul  exertion  in  agriealtaral  parsaits,  is  foWMl  ia  the 
state  of  the  pabKo  reads.  In  the  vioinily  of  Dou|^,  aad 
atao  near  to  Castletown  and  Ramsay,  these  have  been  pat 
into  a  much  better  state  than  they  formerly  were ;  but  in 
many  parts  of  the  island  they  are  in  a  most  deplorable  con- 
dition, and  sadly  increase  bpth  the  labour  and  expence  of 

«  Ur.  W.  K«Dy. 
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ike  tumnt.    The  gBHii:<rnMr  mnm tfiMMwkwihemijM 
Mr  MfMr» mie  atttvl^tid,  whMi  kiiaif ly  by  oitrlisf  «  faw ' 
Ifittie  of  0l0ii6fl  whwefier  «  deqp  tola  w  mt  Mik  for  Meh  a 
Mpplft  and  leafiag  U  io  Ihe-tctiMi  of  4»ffrtegM  to  orwh.^r 
krrel  thero^  lasiMd  itf  MIotrioff  Um  nodo  mdopMd  in  fioj^ 
kail  of  mfnaJ&mf!  ud  ftindioff  tlio  joHd  ntMMriol  iritk  a 
layer  of  earth  or  gravel.    It  is  generaUy  adnittf^^  thai  tlia 
fnds  aiipropriatod  tof  4o  miateaaDco  of  Ike  high  aikda 
ate  ahiivdaotljf  eaffieieat,  if  thejr  viere  plaoed  wder  4m 
aaperiateadeMe ;  but  it  geaeiaky  haypeaa,  that  the  orer* 
aeera are mett  Mttle aeqaainled' irilhthe  puojiar  fluihoda «f 
yerfemiag  their  duty,  aad  beaidea  tluut»  tiiey  haae  4ia«aHf 
^iatiaot  oeeiipMaoaa  and  priTate  oonoernii^  mkUk  flH  Wf 
their  wholo«iliie,  ^^  teader  itimpaaubla  they  ahaoldipai^ 
t9tm  theirdttty  to^Ae  pnUib aofiiHy  aathey  ottght iodoi 
Tbei  herring  iahcry  «a  another  iaqiedmient  to  fararidgi 
At  the  liaie  frhen  an  ineraaaeof  handa  ant  4Ba8i  waited  My 
the  e«ltitator»  be  n  kft  wheily  ta  thi  aUl  b*  oaa  iwiai 
froas  Ibmlivine  ^salstaaeey  by  ^MUh  done  Ik  •§  to  oat2  aa4 
earry  in  Kabarfeat^  ^Uit  baodrede  of  atoot  yanng  imi 
are  awaitlag  the  arrival* of  theiabw  limkea  idleaew,  afr 
dfaeipating  their  aaygetwf'  galpa  in  dr^afcoaiaua ;  Ctraoeh 
4a  the iafataatlon  fAldb  the'* herring frrer"  (aa Mr. Cmt'r 
iron  etyleait)  prodaoet,  that  aoide  i^eAn  boAm  the  tina^it 
ie  ex|(eeted  te'OOinaMnoe^  andthewliolei period  after  it  iMt 
begun,  even  on  days  when  tlie  weather  or  other  eaasee 
prevent  all  poetflMltty  of  iabiag,  ttMy  wHIon  no  aoeeant^ 
not  even  ibr  aa  bear,  enibark  in  amy  other  pnrasit^r    Ifo 
one  in  their  aensee  wonld  reeoamneadifaitthefltiMry  slioaU 
be  reMnipiiefced  altogether;  on  ibe  ^oartTary^  it  mnat'be 
admitted,  tliat  the  pursnit  ie  a  moat  ettaendal  benefit  to  thie 
ielaad,  and  vanaer  aa  inflnx  of  moaey,  wfaieh  giver  life  to 
every  occnpation .    Bot  1  am  warranted,  by  the  oonoarrenee 
ef  thel^eat  informed  peraeea,  ih  aaying  that  it  is  Ul^-eoaH 
daeted,  and  that  one  half  tbe  teen,  who  are  at  present  en- 
gaged t«  it^  weald,  aader  proper  regnta^Sene^  take  as  swb 
IT  Si 
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fi«h  as  Hie  ^ole  number  do  vt  ttig  tioie.  The'idiflBi^aM 
to  the  ftfrie«kitTfat  of  the  addilioaol  hands  thns  oMnhmi^ 
at  the  seafeOB  of  har^ost,  is  erident,  as  wall  aa  the  increaaad 
profit  to  hidtTidtiala,*  ahMW  the  adranoe  an  the  price  of 
QMintial  lahour,  at  thia  aeaaDB,  hoilda  oat  aa  fiur  a  retani«aa 
oan  be  deriTed  from  the  flslier  j,  all  expencea  aad  extraya* 
ganees  iacluded. 

.  Bat. if  the  naale  part  of  the  ipopulatiov  are  irretiievaUy 
fie^oted  to  ^tberiag  in  the  harvest  by  sea,  it  ia  but  jnatico 
to  say,  that  the  feaaaka  eadeaYonr,  by  the  atsMat  industry, 
ia  aapply  their  plaoe:ott  shoreL..  Nothing  can  exoeed  the 
totivity  and  eheerftilneas  ivtth  irhieh  they  undertake  and 
ffcet  labmnra  apparently  eieeeding  their  physical  strength, 
pnvticolariy  in  rsapinf,  thrashing,  &e.  Aaother  great 
fundamental  incoBTenfenoe;eiitata  in  the  want  >of  an  eata* 
Wished  market  for  diaposing.of  iana  produce.  .  Al  present 
thegronwr,  hiring  lioMirtnin  saleior.his  erops,.  must  lose 
fnusk  time  in  sesking  cuntosftefSt  be fore;lio.can  raise  nums^j 
fessUs  rcMt  or  current  eaipences ;  .aad  the  prices,  in  tbsse 
eases,  are-too  often,  arhitsarily  regulated  by  the  measure  of 
-his,  wants,,  isthsr:  than. hy  .Che  .value  .of  his  commodities. 
&>me  adopt  the  nmde  of  .eoiporting  their,  pi^uce  to  laier- 
pool,  or  Whitehaven,  where  ^herrttams  may  be  more  cer- 
Msin  and  prompt;  bnd  these *ain  snb^t  to  severe. drSiW- 
Imeks,  from  the.  risk,  at  sea,  and  the  hea^y  chasges  .of 
Aeigbtand/aotofs^ 

,1  Withthe.graaierithe  case  ia  ntill  worse;  fatcaUieoan 
<n6ver  be  ahippad  without  inenrring  great  danger  of  detnri- 
4ira^n  frsm  a^IiongthcaMd  voyage ;  and  ,in  the  ishind,  the 
;fit>namnptioQ.is  too  small  to  eneatrage  extaasive  speeula- 
dsiena  in  this  line,  nor  are  the  butchers  wdling  to  give  eynn 
.mob  prices  as  their  returns  would  fuUy  warraat;  this. has 
•Jbaen  ao  much  a  subject  of  complain^  that  some  fiirpnoKs 
4MLve  even  opened  shops  to  retail  their  own.nie^t,  of  whom 
only  one  has  found  the  plan  either  practicable  or  advantage- 
oWi:  Tbice  is  n^doubt,  howerery  but  a  little  puMip  spirit 


«!iid  nriaiiliifity  ^nmfd  oTercome  thfe  impediment,  if  the 
^ncipal  farmers  wottM  untie  here,  as  in  other  places^  to 
Itttablkh  a*Yeguhir  market. for  com- and  cattle:  buyers 
%roald  soon  arrive  from  the  opposite  coasts,  and  then  ^Ae 
prices  also  would  be  fixed  by  {general  ai^ement. 

I  am  not  aware  of  any  other  mateHal  disadvantage  whteft 
the  farmer  has  to  eneountep  in  this  island,  that  can  in  an  jr 
de^ee  counterpoise  the  peculiar  benefits  held  out,  except 
-one,  which  is  indeed  of  serious  importance,  but  to  which 
*!  cannot  help  thinking  ttie  wisdom  of  the  Manx  legislature 
'Will  ere  long  apply  a  sufficient  remedy.-  I  speak  of  the 
lliws  as  they  are  now  conatatnted ;  first,  with  relation  to 
persons  not  natives  of  the  land ;  and  ntoxt,  as  they  regard 
the  landlord  and  tenant.  But  on  this  subject  I  shall  expa^ 
lliate  more  at  large  under  the  proper  division.* 

•If  these  heroes  who  have  depopulated  nations  att  ab- 
lowed  still  to  occupy  a  distinguished- place  in  the  history  of 
stfftesand  empires,  surely;  in  a  eonflned  space  like -the  Irite 
of  Matt,  lAloh  is  too -small  a  theatre 'for  nmgniflcentae^ 
Homy  ire  may  befuHowed'to  celebrate  those  who-  have,  to 
the  extent  of  their  power,  exerted  themselves  to  beneftt 
and  lfenpf<h^>tlie  Utile  circle  withfti  their  influence;  and  to 
my  bumble  conception,  there  seems  to  be  at  least  as  much 
-pnrise  due  to  the  oosM|uerwr  of  sleiAlity  aa  to  the  depopuk- 
tor  ef  nations.  In  thoflnt  class*  of  those,  eondng  under 
the  former  description,  no  one  can  deserve  more  honour- 
able mention  than  th^  tenant  of  Roilaldsway,  near  Derby 
Haven,  whose  farm  exMMts  a  scenes  of  neatness  and  supe- 
rior cultivation  greatly  to  be  admired.-  His  vicintty-to'a 
Ikne-stone  quarry,  and  the  quantity  of  iwraek  deposited  it 
his  very  door,  are  sources  whidH  as  he  applios  them^  nrast 
produce  wealth  to  him,  and  benefit  to  the  community. 
Mr.  FauMer  is  also  mirivalfed  inf  the  extent  and  exeelleaoe 
.of  his  stock,  and  i^the  farmer  of  whom  I  ftpoko' before;  as 
'  .  •  .1,  •         It  *. 

.  •  Ste  Lairsw  - 
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J^rom  bU  stores  CMtlet^wo  |t  AbwidMflf  ««pplied  witk 
amioal  foo4*  Tl»e  tttpfwiority.of  ba*  f^de  af  ietdiag  !• 
obvi^ttii  from  the mitiQle  he  qKm  to  Hie.fMhlie;  aiNl,  «e 
fact,  there  is  eo  maieb  iateffiitf  fad  Jodipveet  ia  his  |mi* 
eeediugSf  ee  weU  m  a  •pirit  sad  eGti¥it|(,  that  all  are  leedy 
tto  ^w  his  saeoess,  great  ae  it  ie,  is.  oalf  eomaMisaiale 
with  bis  exertions  aad  des^ts.  There  are  few  persaae^ 
howevery  who  couU  ai  ooce  embriM^e  ae  aMay  o^iects  af 
epecalatiooj  as  are  encouatered  by  ths  aidUat  spirit  of  lUs 
geaUeniaa»  wfio,  beside^  sapfdying  aU  the  bodily  waa^  of 
bis  neigbboar  froai  bis  daicy,  bis  sbamblss,  aad  bis  gra- 
aary,  has  actaaUy  aadertakea  to  oalUf  ate  tbe  ndads  at  the 
risiag  gfoeration ,  aad  for  this  purpose  he  has  eetaUishtd 
aa  academy^  whersj  uader  the  eare  of  a  tutor,  he  reoeivsp 
about  twea^y  pupites  besides  his  oara  auaieiaae  progaay. 

One  pf  the  (best  dairy  fariaa  is  oeoapied  bf  a  geatleaiaa 
of  the  aaaie  of  Dualop,  who  is  ressaifcadf at  the  aaeoBHaaa 
beaaty  of  his  a too^f  the  wteat  of  hia.eripf»Md  thagaaa- 
lal  air  p£  eucoess  aad  abaadaaee  arhtoh-  Mla'iva  his  epea 

.  Sir.  Curwen  naye  uf  the  aarth  side  of  th#.islwd,  that  U 
ofltos  aiaab  the  gi«eatest  fjaeilitiesion  fsnaiag ;  the  groaad 
ie  ia  a  atate  of  aature ;  the  aieaas  of  aariohiag  H  are  et 
Jiaad;  oMrtioD,  eapitai^  ^nd  iadustry^erealaae  w%atiag 
^  ea^^r  with  hMUuitet  crops  tbat.saliaoe  whieh,  at  pva- 
aep^  yieUa  ^Me  or  aothiag.    The  truth  of  this  estiuiste 
4S  ab<Hit  ta  be  prosed.    SevoMl  ^Hritad  sslthas  bave^.af 
le^«  <md/tbair  •koAt  ia  thatdislrtet,  aadMieligstthA 
itm  preseai  bishop,  who  takes  a  lively  ialevesA  ia  all  agri- 
oaMufal^eao^BSi  hut^  aft  |Set,  the  imiaroaeuMihta  aas  tHo 
^anwiabeeateredupaariatMiidy  aadit iaorily.in'theaeigh- 
.  haarhaod  of  CaaUetowa  and  Deugbsi  thht  vfre  eaai  Atai  aa 
.  estimata  of  tbe  li^abilittet  of  the  sail. 

Hitherto  I  have  spokea  oaly  of  persoas  who  reat  the 
leads  of  others,  and  eoasef  ueatly  hsTe  a  pretmi  advaa- 


Uig0  lo  dtaw  from  thar  uenioat,  tM  A^m  m  aftolher 
dbfls  Utriy  tpruBff  «p  amoofst  Ike  naiifes,  tvidi  whom 
pMAi  i»  a  vub^fdiMtte  oonsidfratloti ;  and  wb«E^  tiie  t^hlef 
taOwtiMl  bixed  ob  oni««icBi(al  bofiban^ryr  tMnoo^st  tb«§, 
%  lfeB«ral  laMe  for  pbtnliiig  aeemp  t#  pteTiJi.  The  scai  6f 
JUi^  TMteaD  ia  aft  auatpte  irary  liMy  to  hiw  axeitai 
Umb  s^t  TIm^  traaa  there  af  m  oM  gitowtb  are  uncaM- 
inoaly  fiae^  and  tba  whale  aeaiiay  aa  #a  fcava  faefofe  abv 
^Kn^ed,  fenaaifB  a^reaabl^  caatnat  im  tile  harfeii  Irilb  by 
addch  ll;iaTaafraiiiid«A.. 

'  Sevard  .MUer  plae^  emhafliah  the  neiprhbaufhodd  itf 
]>toflaB>inid:  give  fair  fMraanae  41;  fatliife  liaaiHy,  ikaafh 
Baae,.  with*  the  eacefylian  af  Maba  Caiatle)  ete  be  ehulaad 
4holi^  tlia  mta  of  teiid^Bkig  genileJDM'a  hoasesia  Bn^aad^; 
yet  they  diTersify  the  face  af  the  coantry,  and  thair  amtdl 
knraaaad  puddaeha,  apott^d  wUh  bliiiapa  of  new  ]ilailted 
ahnibsv  will  aoaa  form  a  very  preCty  toenery.  It  hte  haaa 
the  wofk  af  time  lib  cAae  a  prejudie^  geaendly  enterMibad^ 
that  the  TioNiiiyrtatiia  sea  Would  be  eamiilet^  nafaT«mr'* 
able  t»  treea ;  but  ^e  cotitral-y  haa  at  lanftb  been  daoidadfy 
prared)  wbarayer  the  aaparimeat  haa  been  ftiiflywiada, 
Perbapa  tta  kiad  of  iaBproTera  are  more  easily  eh^dLed  than 
plaatara;  their  eflbrta  must  always  be  dUteter^ted,  stnde 
the  real  baadk  ar  aeosfort  can  oily  be  reaped  by  pasia- 
rity  i  and  it  abauM^  tberafara,  be  attended  with  aokae.da^ 
free  af  aartainty^  to  compensate  far  its  'daatanfeel  Naris 
it  fair  always  to  aacrlbe  fiilorea  to  a  riidieal  dafeot?ei(lMt  in 
rtbe  soil  or  aitaatfon.  Trees,  injudieiatosly  manlif(«il,  aither 
^jfti^m  aegleet  or  ignoraneey  taigbl  eqaally  as  well  parish  in 
itbe  fltfeat  parks  in  Chreat  Britain,  as  on  the  awst  atertte 
aaanatain  ia  the  Isle  of  Man ;  and  it  is  most  true,  that  an 
ananoeeaafiil  attempt  in  a  plaba  where  all  eyes  ham  beeb 
ftted  an  tbe  resnlt,  with  an  inward  inbBnation  ta  baKean  it 
woald  aoianatter^  baaaneffeot  ta  reprasfe  siniilar  andea- 
▼oaia^  wben,  if  tbe  real  somoeof  the  disappotatmeat  waa 
taban  iato  tbe  asoo««t,  limifM  ralbar  atlmulNla  tittm  par^ 
lyse  their  hopes. 
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'  It  »  well  known  in  the  island/ tbat  an  Etfglisb  gm1t&^ 
man,  of  conatderaUe  propelrty,  bonjj^t  an  ettenniwe  tract 
of  mountain-lanil  in  the  interior^  not  less  than  fifteen  Iran- 
dred  acres ;  and  when  he  cast  bis  eyes  over  the  wide^spread 
idomain,  his  fanaginaiion  pietored'sach  a  Mry  TMonaf 
beauty  and  fertility^  as  entirely  oTercame  the  sebrlety  of 
•his  jndgment.  In  bis  first  speculations/  he  promised  him- 
-self  a  mansion  embowered  in  groTes>  ftcMs,  white  PtMm  lih 
ever-increasinf  flocks,  roads,  rivers,  canals,  and  bridges. 
He  calculated  not  merely  on  supplying  the  wants  &t  a  palt> 
try  thirty  thoQsand  iirtiabitan<s  in  feed  and  idoifainf,  but 
•adnaHy  extended  his  philanthropie  vicFwa  to 'the  8tarf4n|^ 
naticHis  of  the  arctic  eirde,  who  were  to  be  rescued  from 
the  dominion  of  want  and  cold  With  the  smrplws  of  hia 
abundant  stores. 

i     In  less  time  than  ordinary  abilities,  wMi'ordfaiary  means, 

fwonld  ask  to  reclaim  a  heath  or  a  hog,  and  torn  theM'into 

.araUe  and  pasture  land,  he  undertook  to  have  forests 

waving,  and  rivers  flowing,  through  tiie  whole  compass  of 

-hia  property ;  and  no  sooner  had  his  active- mind  overcome 

one  difficulty:  tn  specukition,  than  be  conjured  up  otbcfrs  to 

resist  and  to  conquer.  •  I  forbear  to  dwell  on  his  proposal 

for  importing  the  musk  oxen,  on  wbich<he  expatiatod  at  an 

agricultural  meeting,  with  all  the  warmth  of  bis  character, 

-as  replete  with  ofibred  benefits  to  the  oommunity,  and  only 

attended  by  two  or  three  trifling  obstacles,  the  first  of 

i-wbidi  was'founded  in  the  difficulty  of  importing  these  ani- 

-mals,  and  keeping  them  alive  when  impoitad ;  the  other  be 

.thought  still  less  consequential,  being  merely  the  posftibBKy 

'that  prejudice  mig^t  revolt  from  the  taste  of  musk  beef. 

J     Projeets  so  patriotic  and  extensive  deserved'  a  better 

:lkte,  and  I  grieve  to  record  their  evnpoi^tioik  hi  complete 

:di8appointment.    The  trees,  it  is  true,  Were  ^nted  with 

•an' unsparing  hand,  and  the  sheep,  porebased«  from  an 

^overflowing  purse,  oombining  the  dmioelBt  brofldb,-  sdectsd 

fnm  all  parts  of  Great  Britain,:  awd  the  greatest  pains 


vtte.  exited  •  to  io^ure  th^ir  safe .  arrival  Sa  far  all  wa» « 
hope  aod  exultation ;  the  ncitives.  a^embled  ia  crowd9  to 
view  tbe9e  pre<Hovis  treaaur/^r— la  a^dyiir^  tb^  pkids  of  ihe 
HJghlaod  sbeplierdsy  xvho  came  from  the  Cheyiot  Hills  to 
guard; their  fleecy  Qafe>.>aBd  they  beUeyM  the  owner  o£ 
9ach.wealth.ai¥l4ach  woBders.mMejt  be  almost  as  great. a^ 
man  as  their,  lar-famed  PrinceiMananan,  with  his  fogs  and 
hlsfakiea..  .    . 

Whilst  the^suinoier  sitiiicid*  the  sb^ep.  graaed  on  the  fra->. 
grant  heathy  and  .the  young  plants  took. root  unmolested; 
bat,  alasl.nasooaer  did  winter  ass^t  his  reign,  than.all 
was  waii^*iind4lsiaay ;  for,  till  the- snow  actually  be9pread 
the  ground,  the  necessity  of  providing  for  such  an  astonish- 
ing .eT6at>b(ld«ile¥ar.  entered  the  thoughts  of  this  admirablo 
projecior.  For  a. while  the* animals  preserved  th^  Q^st* 
eaoe  by.hrowmngon.tb9  buds  of  the  infant.  jdantaUons,  and 
the. taps,  of  the  yiHing  firs ;  -bat.the^  were  soon  destroyed, 
a«d.with  ibeta  all. hope  of  future  shade  9r  abelte^.  Next 
the  sheep  fell  viotims  to  disease  ^  and,  It^tly,  the  promise^ 
of  pfailanthrapy»  with  the.  visions  of  spequlativ^, profit,  all 
sunk,  together  iln  irretrievable  ruin.  Happily,  however^ 
this  jEuhirc^  instead  of  annihilating  the  hopes  o£  our  moun* 
to«i«laicd,  has  only  turned  them  into  .Otnother  phqnnel :.  he 
is  nonf  eagerly  beat  on  the  cultivation  of  fl^x,  to.MT^ich  h^s 
^hoie.  domain  is  to  be  subjected ;  and  he  waits  only  till  hf 
has  tried  the  effect  of  a  new  invention  for  dressing  this 
^rtiole,  iiefore  he. will  erect  a  factory,  build  a,  town,  cover 
4he  monntain  with  artificers,  and  supply  all  Elurppe  mifx 
JUsMBn^cIotha.  There  is  so  n^ich  vivacUyof  genius^  such  a 
•grasp  of  beQ^role.nce,  and  such  genuine  pul>)i9  spirit^  in 
alli  these,  designs,  combined  as  they  arf  by  thegfntleman 
in  ii}ttestion,  with  repeated  acts. of  solid  use  to  this  comma- 
Aity,  .of  which  he  is  an  ackno>¥ledgad  buiefactpr,  tiutt 
jthose  Jvsho  wiUieas  their  failure  must  still  respect  thcsQurce 
whence  .they;  qciginate;  and  tbajt  charity  mu^.ind^d  he 
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coM,  diat  does  sot  wbh  Mm  McoeM,  thMgli  Ike  fsilb 

lAust  be  air ottg  that  on  hope  it. 

Much  expectation  ef  hetoeiioial  eitaaple  iru  exelted  in 
the  frieiKis  ef  Man,  wiMi  Celtael  Mark  WUkea,  a  aalive 
of  the  ietaad,  and  a  featieaiaa  well  haewn  In  theMghar 
walks  of  fiterature,  retaraad  tNm  the  BaM  Indiea  wMi  a 
fortane,  earned  by  ancNvmioa  lalenta  jiidiiiMal]F.appliady 
and  promised  his  couDtrymen  to  deyote  the  reaidna  af -  bb- 
days  to  the  peaoefiil  pnrsuits  of  afriautaaro.  Unfariitnaite^ 
ly  for  the  Maaa,  hia  Uteaaa  ware  tao  anall  haowD  and  ay* 
preeiated  to  admit  of  this  seehiaian;  hia  aatvioaa  wara 
again  demanded  in  the  government  of  St.  Helanai  whilbea 
he  retnmed  ia  the  year  1919. . 

Colonel  Wilkea  ia  erecting  a  manrion  in  the  lala  of  Maia^ 
on  an  extensive  scale,  though  I  cannot  halp^thinking,  tf  a| 
had  been  condacted  under  his  own  inapealian,  a  batlaa 
taste  would  haTO  been  displayed,  eqiaehdIjF  aa  tha  ihraa* 
hooaea,  offices,  and  cottages,  built  by  himaelf  npon>bln  aa* 
tate,  are  raiaed  an  pkna  so  chaste,  aa  ta-add  maali  to  the 
ntral  beauty  of  Ifee  scenery,  and  form  a  daaldad-  ooBtraat 
to  the  emnteoas  naaa  appelated  for  hia -own  fatnaa  -hahita* 
tbn.  In  the  abort  apace  of  throe  years,  tkMi  fti^  off  the 
country  betoogmg  to  Colonel  WIBm  has  boan  aonacMal 
from  a  barren  waste,  not  worth  halfMiH»row9*  an  aanry»  ta 
luxuriant  arable  and  paatnro  land,  greai  part  of  ia  kllins 
ntjW. 

There  are,  donbtleas,  nmay  other  individnali  in  the 
island,  who  may  Jaatly  Mm  diBtitteMon  aa  4mpaaaora  ih 
tUia  valuable  acienoey  bat  it  woidd  ba  tadlaur  to  geaMtal 
koadera  to  dwell  longer  oa  the  aul>|aet.  To  adm  ^-ttm 
'whole,  I  beKeve  it  ia  nnirera^  adttntlod,  that  a  graal» 
and  for  Ae  time,  an  aatoniAing  pragraaa  haa.boaB  mida-^ 

*  ihat  tlie  approaches  of  insular  diatraas  ni%  nearly^fanand 
otft ;  and  that  the  few  olMladea  whiah  ramaia  maalmhortly 
giro  way  to  the  awakened  apirii  of  iMlutry,  itinaltyy  md 
amnlatiaa  now  preyailing  ia  tha  country. 
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Herring  Fishery^  and  Trade  in  general,    .    •    .. 

JL  HE  herrhiiir  trade  being  the  ttapte  cotninodity  must  be 
first  noticed.  It  has'hkherto  been  considered  ae  an  esta- 
bliebod  fiict  in  natnral  bidtory,  tbat'tbe  appearance  of  the 
berriiig  on  the  dtflbrent  coaata  of  Europe  in  the  summer 
seaBOD  waa  in  consequence  of  migration.  Their  progress 
frqm  the  cold  regions  of  the  north  has  been  detailed  with 
mngnlar  precision  ;  they  have  been  marshalled  in  large  bo- 
dies, or  seiit  out  in  detachments,  as  the  fancy  or  informa- 
tion of  Zoologists  dictated ;  but  late  inquirers  strongly 
^u^tion  tbis  progress  from  distant  parts,  and  rather  in- 
tune  to  the  beHef  that  the  herring,  like  the  mackarel,  is  in 
resltty  at  no  great  distance  during  the  winter  months  from 
those  stMirea'  whioh  it  firequents  iti'tbe  season  of  spawning, 
ittbabiting  only  the  d^ep  recesses  of  the  ocean,  or  plunging 
itself  in  the  soft  mud  at  the  bottom ;  but  that  at  the  vermal 
seasofi  it  quits  the  deeper  parts,  anad  approiches  the  shal*- 
lows  in  order  to  deposit  its  spawn  in  proper  sitnations. 

The  reasons  given 'by  Dr.  Block 'bre.obileSy  these:  ibaifc 
it  is  physieally  impossible  this  fish  shoaid'  traverse  so  many 
ttKiusands  of  miles  in  so  short  a  time ;  that  in  one  or  other 
part  of  Europe  herrings  may  be  found  all  through  the 
yeftr :  on  the  coasts  of  SwedhA  Pomeranta  from  January 
to  Mtktdtn ;  in  the  Baltic  see,  and  many  other  places,  from 
Mareh  to  November;  about  (GKotbland, 'and  also  on  the 
coast  of  Ffanca,  from  October  te^  December.'  The  fisher^ 
Biefi  of  Scarborough  acarcely  ever  throw  a  net  in  any  sea« 
son  of  the  year  wfthowl  ftndii^  herrings  among  their  flsb« 
,B«t  bywlmtever  means,  or  fima  whfttever  cause,  they 
$0te  oonduetod  by  the  band  of  nroviddhee  to  the  different 
«oastt  on  which  they  are  periodically  si^,  no  where  cw 
thiir  arrival  bo  wflcmiMMl  with  greater  avidity  thnr  at  the 
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Isle  of  Man,  where  a  new  spirit  seems  to  infomi  the  popu- 
lation as  soon  as  the  fishery  commences.  Between  four 
and  fire  hundred  boats,  usually  of  sixteen  tons  bnrthen  each, 
and  without  decks,  are  employed  in  this  service.  These 
are  manned  by  two  seamen  and  four  countrymen,  who  come 
from  their  iniand  hnbitatidns  at  this  aeaaoil,  wtuMliDom- 
mences  about  the  end  of  July,  and  contioues  thfongh  the 
month  of  October*  The  nets  are  buoyed  wp  by  iniasled 
bags  of  dog-sliin.  The  produoe  of  a  boat  is  utomm^mkf 
divided  into  nine  shares,  ene  of  whioh  aiiiiefftittn*  to  eaoh 
fisherman,  the  owner  of  the  boat  takes  two»  and  the  pro- 
prietor, of  the  netn  one.* 

The  fishing  is  very  frequently  ioterrqptad :  the  least  ap- 
pearance of  a  change  in  the  weather  husries  them  inatottlly 
to  port.  Indeed,  the  boats  are  by  no  means  aslculated  far 
enckouBterlng  a  storm,  or  even  a  severe  gale;  and 
deplorable  aoeideotSy  which  have  hi^peoed  in  former  i 
sons,  are  tftill  remembered  as  warnings  .against  eneountflA- 
ing  eimiler  dangers.  Nor  are  they  sohriy  restrainod  by 
fear  from  oonataat  ecrertsoa,  dissJpatioin  befaig  qtHe  n  fire- 
qaeatly  a  bar  to  their  pursuits.  A  very  •aweensiiil  night  is 
almost  aure  tio  be  foUoweid  by  drank«inesS|  and  eenoequent 
inihUity  to  attempt  a,  ff0|ntitk«i  ef  their  good  foMme. 
They  are  also  ecrupolMsIf  carefiil  net  to  leavn^the-harbiHir 
on  Saturday  or  Sunday  evening.  Tradition  has  pi^served 
a  story,  thnt  an  fonne?  times  they  hml  a  oustem  oiily.:to-i»- 
e€))t  Saturday  from  tir  pwmit  <»f  hashMssi  but  that  with 
the  setting  sua  of  the  Mhming  eveniag  it  wa«  thopiMtiae 
{to  pwt  to  seik  On  one  of  thea6  oenastsas  a  ttcnoMkNis 
gate,  aeecmpaotud  by  thuader  sb»A  light«ii|g,  sigvaW  of  dir 
vine  vengeanee,  disp^rsod  ther  boata^  a  great  part  of  udwah 
were  a pcodily  bmriod  iteihe  waton,  Iho  tenMindop  took  ehelr 
ier  ia  the  recess  of  an  ia^^niMng  oiifft  ond  Mbre  movmng 
vreie. overwhelmed  hyUaAill*  Thef  warning  hae  bean  ao> 
cepted  by  the  mhafaitania  of  Man^  wh6  in  <Ka  reepeot,  i^ 
Idsstt  aro  oareAd  noi^  to  intnfttteh  inpofr  tho  SibhaOi-day. 


-I8f.B0P]ttik|(.  140: 

,  ;T4ie  vitw  of  tlw.lit^  ieet  4t  siea  'w  a  culm  day  k  Ughly: 
(^•aatiAii  Tbey  always  ttunow  tbu^if  nets  ip  the  oiglit ;  and^ 
on  Ikok  tfetem  t»  the  barbtur  nesit  woraiagi  cbUdrca^  nod 
wameB  ave  ewployed  to  ooavey  die  fiahto  tbe'sevcnil  re-* 
oeivJiigihoiiaea,  wh0re  the  operation  of  aaltip^  ia  iaimedi" 
cilaly.p^rfairaiady  aa  mu?h  of  the  exceU^noe  qi  the  Jberriogi 
i^  thougilt  to  d^^ead  ob  the  i^jieedy  performaoee  of  tbb 
proeeas.  ..Tl^  Oateh  smd  the  Seotch,  (in  inaitatiOD  of. 
thew,)  hava. adopted  the  ppnactice  of  aattiag  the  fish  on? 
boiurd  the  VfOBaejbt,  and  .ff .  tbrowj^g^  overboard  at  Sj^nrise  fiU 
Uii^  rewaia  freab »  biit  in  tbia  iala^d  tlioy  prooeed  ou  tb€^ 
old  plan.  The  fiah  are  rubbed  aa  ^oo^  a^:b^oi|gbt  ia,  aad 
]0$t  jn  baapa.  tiU  tbe  foUovvjUig  mpf  iiiqg«  ivbep  tbey  |ure 
tegiiburly  packed  in  barrela,  .wUb  a^ayer.  of  aaft  between 
^0^  xo^.  Tboae.  d^aigoed  for  red  herriings  are  differeatly 
tfoated;  tbey  are  fiimt» piled  ap  witfi  layera  of  salt  .for  tw«( 
or  thvee  days,  aUteiPwhioh  tbey  are  washed  and  baag  iqp  by 
ttw  gilla  ttpon  amall  rodfly  plaped  ia.extensiTe  bpiiaea  bujlt 
far  Ibe  purpoae,  where  the  rods  are-aaapended  iQ,iro^a  frot^ 
the^reaf  >to  witbia  eight  feet  of  the  floor;  underneath  ^re 
kiadledLwaod-Sreay  which  are  k^  con^ntly  burning  tilt 
tbe  fish  are  sufficiently  dry  and  smoked^  after  which  tbey 
ate  baraekd  for  expipriatioa. 

1  TbatMuaber  of  henringa  aaoMUy  cured  in  tbe  ialaad  m 
mikdet^  to  cMsideraMa  Tariatloa,.bttt  ia  oaleulated  at  aa 
aaerage'Of  between  agbt  aad  ten  miUioos.  Tbe  .preac»t 
priee  o£  freab  herrioga  varies  from  ten  to  twenty  for  n  ahilr 
Uag;  .and  foB  those  that  are  cured)  two  gniaeaa  tbe.bafrri 
ia  tbe  aYOrage  price*  .A  harjvel  eontaiaa About  six  huttdsed* 
.  JBWmevly  prewuma  were  giTea  to  tbe  owjaera,  of  me- 
eaaaCulboat^i  and  certain  bountiea  upon  all  that  w^ds  ex* 
ported  to  foroKga  lands  $  bui  botbare  disBontinuiad.  ,f  , 
The  ebiaf  e^iLpoi^ts  frooitbe  island,  beaidea  herrings,,  are 
atrong  liaens  and  «ail^eloth^  but  in  mo  largo  ipHMitttieei^ 
there  being  but  oneiactory  for  making  these  ji^rtudes^  and 
ibat  on  a  smalLsoale.    Conaid^ra^lde  supplies  otgraili  hatib 
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of  i«te  ftmt%  htmo  nmt  to  Lifvrpoel,  ividi  WtliTi  egf«^ 
ibwis^  Wooni,  and  wmeotker  tritiAg  matlara.  There  w, 
••  I  obeerf<ed  bdiiM,  a  ttaaufaetery  of  nooHeMy  but  Ifcen 
are  eaj^ly  bought  op  for  bdoieeoiisuaiption  ao  bmt  ao  ihoj 
oan  bo  iniabod.  Some^yoara  booh  an  atleaipfl  wao  made  to 
oatabliah  a  mill  foreoHoii  opianiBg;  bot  aftier  the  eractiott 
of  Ao  worfci,  tbeproprietorB  naade  a  rather  hte  diaooTory, 
that  the  exportation  of  the  article  to  Oteat  Britahi  waa 
prohibited,  aod  after  some  ineflbotnal  eadoairoora  to  eon* 
▼art  the  works  to  other  parposeSi  the  whole-were  amfbrod 
to  go  to  nriii :  nor  do  I  inagtne  that  maoofactories  on  a 
birge  aealo  can  ever  answer  here  under  present  oiKUB- 
stondes.  England  usnally  allows  a  large  drawback  on 
Oflmnnfaetared  goods,  which  in  their  raw  stote  are  subjected 
to  heaTy  duties,  in  order  to  preaerTo  her  trade  in  fomgn 
hMifkets.  The  population  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  eonsideftng 
the  fishery,  is  not  at  all  too  abundant  for  the  existing  oo- 
oupationa  of  the  country ;  or  if  it  were,  the  ^ieinity  to  the 
teanufacturing  counties  of  England,  where  labour  is  alwaya 
rewaided  with  high  wages,  kuTes  no  chance  of  coMpeti-^ 
tion  for  any  insidar  ostablishnientai  except  Idt  the  iniomal 
oupply. 

For  some  years  past  die  inlasd  tTHie  has  boon  sooli 
asore  fouriahing  than  it  now  is«  ^nM»o4ho  noui^pmtoelieii 
net  there  are,  particularly  in  Douglae,  now  ahopo  thstt 
cuatomera ;  but  it  is  to  be  hoped  thb  will  roviTe  agatUi  or 
indeed  Tcry  aerioua  conaequeneea  maybe  apprehanded* 
At  aH  timea  the  balance  of  trade  is  greatiy  against  the 
ialand ;  but  thh  haa  hitherto  been  countorpoiaod  by  the  in* 
oome  brought  in  from  other  oouatries  through  the  medium 
of  persons  settling  here ;  and  now  that  this  source  is  doaed 
up,  the  distress  for  want  of  a  duo  eireulalls^  is  very  so- 
forely  lelt^  Gold  coin  is  hardly  erer  aoen,  salver  is  alao 
very  aoanae,  the  ooppsr  being  peculiar  to  the  country  is 
nsoro  atatiosary :  fourteon-ipiMice  Manx  makes  one  shilling 
BiitiA.    To  obnate  this  groat  waat  of  a  currency,  the 
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amdiaais  ud  ^kfvfktfmrn  ksve  ottds  #f  €▼•  ■MMagt^ 
two  skUHngs  «id  mxpancey  $mA  one  tliWvf  eMliy  aoariMl 
¥Bltte ;  tiMse  are  in  the  fom  of  pfomiMory  noloo^  payddo 
M  domad  in  Britiah  ooia ;  Ink  dM^are  foiiBd  to  be  ai«* 
landed  with  ao  many  ineomrmanoea,  and  anoh  great  riik 
to  the  puUic^  that  it  b  at  preaent  nnder  eontemplation  of 
the  leg ialatnre  to  make  aome  regnktienaon^  tUa  anbject^ 
and  probaUy  before  long  the  British^goTerameai  will  grant 
mi  bane  of  Manx  eainage. 

Some  of  tho  prineiiwl  merohants  in  Donglaa  also  eiren'- 
late  gainea  notea ;  bat  the  only  regular  bank  eatabKahed  in 
the  iahmd  ia  at  Caatletown,  and  the  notea  and  earda  of  thia 
house,  item  its  known  atabtUty,  obtain  a  natufal  and  de- 
eided  preferenee»  The  w4iole  eataUiabment  ia  eondnoted 
<in  a  aeale  of  liberality  Tery  honourable  to  the  proprietora 
and  adtantageotts  to  the  pubUe,  though  it  is  often  regretted 
tfmt  the  gentlemen  eeneerned  in  it  have  not  established  a 
braneh  at  Douglas,  where  the  great  oomaiaroa  ia  oartied 
on  for  the  whole  island. 

'  The  Inxporta  «re  all  kinda  of  manufactured  good^  ehiefly 
fimn  Liverpool  ^  eoal  frem  thenoe,  and  from  the  ports  in 
Cumberland:  wine  from  Oporto  and  Onemsey,  from 
whence abo they  get  geneTo  and  brandy:  rum  must  pasa 
Arough  an  BngSah  or  Seoteb  port.  Since  tii^  year  17M, 
the  contraband  trade  baa  been  nearly  annthibted ;  the  Hub 
that  b  now  done  in  that  way  b^snppoaed  to  be  by  coasting 
iresseb ;  but  the  cuatom-houae  department  b  so  admiraidy 
eonducted  under  tbe  vigilant  superintendettce  of  the  pre*- 
aent  ceUeetor,  that  it  is  generally  belbted  tbe  revenue  b 
qnhe  as  well  protected  as  at  any  of  the  porta  of  Great 
Britain. 

The  shops  in  the  diflerent  towns  have  much  the  appearw 
ance  of  general  storehouses,  each  one  exhiUling  an  aggro^ 
gate  of  artldes  not  always  calculated  for  combination; 
nor  can  I  ^ve  the  dealers  in  general,  partbubrly  the 
.natives,  the  prabe  of  civHky,  or  a  desire  to  acconunodata. 
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JiiHiWtina  and  rjitwipiol  m  pawaUnt,  kcre^  «qM0uiU|r  i»- 
tba§e  mho  hmimrmlmoA aoiMi proflaaty^  oi gs UmwmMcf 
t««M4»  gtt.aKttbabgMtfieiriMrU.. 

SaaM  of  Iha  axialinf  law8^  ate  caotMar^  aa  siaa4-. 
oJMliolat  4o  tntfta  ytkk  aiher  aaanteiai^  at  avaa  (o  an 
coilaaiad  tOHle  aiMifal  tlmpaelva«.  Oa  oaa  band,  fbe 
atranger  is  exposed  to  imprisonoiaai  aa4  aefneatraliaa  aC 
pr^peiiy  fer  iliasaialleaiBtiiit^  whilsi  tfaeaatifie  ia  pratoei- 
ed bain ianafaeialiaQ Air ilie Wgaat  TbenMit 4»f fagjular 
iMikmpil  laws^  also  toads  to  cripple^thaeSarls^.ths  tfader; 
aad  ii^  aiaagr  sespacia  the  fambnaentols  of  ooaMDcrqe  are 
neither  aadarstood  aor  aeited  apoa,  espaataUjr  ia  what 
relatas  4a  ore4Jlt  and  paaotaaU4y  hi  aioaay  deelia^ :  but  all 
these  defects,  I  think,  aire  ia  a  course  of  rapid  ianproTo-* 
laeati  Every  day  hringa  with  it  a  visihle  eahurg eaiani  oC 
illeaay.  aad  aa  the  4isadvaBta|^  ere  £slt  Ibey  will  be  aver- 
come. 

The  alKaiifiEtfeteQM  for  itftamal  caasMiptiaa,  beaides 
thai  alasady  maaiioaad  fai  woeUaa  c)aths»  are  beeiteriea* 
aaap^and  aaadUmawifaeaariesi  aaid  taaaaries,  The  brew-i 
eaaad  malater  araaaaiWiied  ia  e»e^  aod  att  theae  baiag 
(iMafraat  daliee  of  eTery  kiaA^  loasi  iHMie|8f|«iIy  leave  an 
afwil  MA  far  great  previa,  eapediaUy  aa  the  priaes  of  the 
^ielea  nanaieustuaedi  are  nearly  as  bigb  aa  ia  fiagiaadj 
wfasreihay  are sisii^aet  to  aueh  heavy  charges,  and  incaa'- 
aaqveaae  one  would  esipeat  that  lai^e  ibrtuaes  would  be 
speedily  realised  by  thoee  ealering  on  these  oooaoma;  bal 
L  believe,  especially  of  late  years,  that  the  nimibars  en** 
gaged  are  rather  too  many  for  the  consumption,  and  tha 
payments  of  the  puUioananilotbara  tao  iaregnlar  to  adpiit 
of  the  full  ad^rantages  to  be  expeetadi 
.   Theee  are  few  shops,  aa4  aot  maay.houaes  oeaupied  by 
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«e  hnvfer  /brd)^  ifktre%ifflt»  ki«  not «<lM  '^iti^ff ti-l^y^ 
wsDoail^akivtitiis.  VlMr4aMrfr|rH»g  li^dtt  iillMPdu«Ml'llaMt& 
of  iotoxicatioD,  which  still  prerttH  t»iiti"^xfeift'^1lh€S  ftioift 
jIaMfcmtliMe  r  «<*•  TNMflnlf  Imi  '$:  htfaty'dutjr,  produekig  a 
-eanfitqaeuUtid^rmice  o#  f»cico>  ^U  pobMly  ^otthtetaelthh 

:  Moifc^f  ithrfifinaA  farmers  •fttiil  o«Mttger»>slJll  ^jrtn^hi^ 
own  wool  and  flax,  and  get  them  made  tfito  eiotll  Wf 
village  weavers,  there  being  generally  one  or  two  looms  in 
o¥«rj  parish.  .'These  pn&otieea  UfiefairoiiraUe  t»^9elon6m% 
JMidenGowrage,iV>iQ^s^iadu8(rjr,  wbihrt  tbegr  l^eMTMthe 
simplicity  of  the  peasants. - 
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JL  HE  rcTehue  under  Um.  lottda^  ^ofHrietors,  arose  iMmi-k 
duty  on  exports  and  imports,  a  rental  on  all  lands,  amount- 
ing to  £U00  Maox  ^urnetoy^  Yniai'^iDanorial  rights  and 
fines,  a  few  fees,  and  certain  prerogatiyes,  by  whii^h  Ifo 
lords  laid  clidm  to  all  waifs  and  strays.  In  the  time  fjf 
the  last  Earl  of  Derby,  the  customs  n^ere  aitimut^^  ^ 
«£2500  per  annum.  The  public  expenditure  at  tha  wn|B 
period  was  «£700.  In  the  course  of  the  last  century  smug- 
gling had  increased  so  much,  that  the  aiBual  retnrjo^  iff 
trade  were  supposed  to  be  at  least  £iSOJ)Ofi,  ii^bilst  ibe 
Tfilueof'^eiutreawaa  net  more  tbeu  «£JU),OQp,,so.ttiat^l^ 
profits  to  tbosjc jeng^gedin  it  qiiijit  bave  be#i^  cnormoiis ; 
m4  Ithe  Duke  pt  Athol  baying  a  w^aU  duty  oa  imporlfi 
from  this  and  other  sources,  procured|  for  his  ^haro  an 
annual  surplus  of  nearly  «f6000  British.    An  abs^mc^  of 
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the  ekar  reraue  deiiTed  from  the  «lMid  hy  the  krd,  fiir 
ten  yews  prerioue  to  the  reToatmeal,  steles  the  eTcnige 
yearly  amaunt  to  be  JS79M. 

The  reveoueH  giTen  up  im  Cheat  Britatn  were  oaly  thoee 
of  the  cuetooM  aad  berrieg^  dues,  enouatiDif  to  £9Mf^  for 
which  the  sum  of  XlOfiOO  was  allowed.  After  the  reviest- 
nuenty  all  the  old  duties  were  repealed,  aad  the  loUowiag 
new  oaes  lened. 

Th  be  imported  from  England  mUjf^  and  there  entUted  to 
tkeMomal  Drawback,  to  be  landed  ai  Douglae  onify  th 
the  lele  tf  Man. 

DOTY.  QVkvmr. 

British  spirits    I    0  per  gal.    •    .  50,000  gal. 

Rum     ...16.....  SOyOOO 

Bobea  Tea     .    1    0  per  lb.      .     .  20,000  lb. 
Green  Tea     .!«.....        5,000 

Coffee  ...    0    0 5,000 

Tobacco    ..08 130,000 

Coali    ...    0    S  per  chaldron. 


} 


Fore^fn  Ports. 
Hemp 

DealBoards       ^^*  5  per  cent,  ad  Talorcm. 
Timber 


French  wine  JBi  per  tun. 

Any  other  wine  £i  per  tun. 

Foreign  corn,  having  been  first  imported  into  England, 

and  had  a  bounty  allowed,  10  per  cent,  ad  Talorem. 
Any  goods,  wares,  or  merchandise,  not  specified  in  this 

Act,  imported  from  England  or  Ireland,  9  per  cent.  a4 

▼alorem. 
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US 


except  only  from  Oreat 
Britain. 


*  Duty  free. 


Lioien  cloth  of  British. or  Irish  fabric. 

Hemp 

Hemp  8ee4 

Horses  and  cattle 

Utensils  and  implements  of  agricttltiire 

Bricks  and  tibs 

Trees,  sea  shells,  aiid  lime 

Soaper's  waste  • 

Packthread  and  cordage 

Salt  

Boards 
Timber 
Hoops 


3» 


Colonial  goods  entitled  to  a 
importation  into  England. 


bounty  on-\ 

I  Doty  free,  but  iDb« 


Ject  to  entry  at  the 
■ri       1.   i_  1       •    1  •  •  J  \_  y^    cu«to»n.hoi»e,and«r 

Enfflish  or  colonial  iron,  m  rods  or  bars,  (    «  penalty  of  is  p«r 

^   .      .      .      _    .  '  ,  '\     cent,  ad  valorem. 

from  Great  Britain  in  British  vessels.  y 

All  linens  to  be  landed  in  the  Isle  of  Man  must  be  e:K« 
ported  from  Oreat  Britain  or  Ireland. 
.  Glass  and  woollen  goods  from  Great  Britain. 

Tea,  coJBTee,  spirits,  tobacco,  glass,  coals,  silks,  salt,  and 
wine,  must,  on  no  pretence,  be  exported  from  the  island. 

It  being  found  that,  in  consequence  of  the  suppression  of 
the  contraband  trade,  the  harbours  had  been  neglected  and 
become  ruinous,  the  old  duties  were  repealed^  and  the  fol* 
lowing  levied  : 

18  8  G 
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Borbaur  Dues. 

PfiH  AWVITM. 

Herringboat^, \0    »  ^  ^J^ 

Any  ships  belonging  to  his  majesty's 
subjects  in  ballast,  only  putting  into 
the  harlfour 0    1^  per  toft. 

The  same  yrjth  cargo      .     .    •     ..•-0    2 

The  same,  if  repaired  there,  an  addi- 
tional Slim 4    1 

Foreign  ships  in  ballast     ....    0    if 

Ditto  with  cargo,  not  breaking  bulk    0    8 

Ditto  breaking  bulk,  additional  4»tr    ^    ^ 

Ditto  anfihorin^  in  any  of  the  bays  .    2    6 

On  all  spirits  iM^d  wines  imported^  per 
tun     .     . ..,.26 

Tobaf co^  per  ^wt 1,6 

Tea,  percwt. 20 

Coffee,  per  cntt.         10 

Foreign  goods'  not  specified,  10  per 
cent,  ad  yaloreoi. 

British  goo^s  not  specified,  salt  ex- 
cepted, 9  per  cept.  ditto. 

At  this  tihiMhe  expenditure  of  the  island  exceed^  th^ 
reyenii^,  an4  in  consequence  the  following  additional  du- 
ties were  imposed  in  (780. 

Rum,  6d.  per  gallon,  making  the  whol^  dpty  28. 
.  Tobacco,  ]d.  per  pound,  ditto  2d. 

Hemp,  irnn,  deal^  boards,  and  timber,  from  foreign 
)parts,  5  per  cen^  ad  Talorem,  making  tiie  whole  7^  par 
cent. 

French  wines,  £i  per  tun  additional. 

Other  wine,  £2  ditto,  ditto. 

The  duties  on  tea  and  cofl^e  were  withdrawn,  an^  the 
followbg  substituted. 
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B«liea  Tea     «.«.....«    0    6  per  lb. 

Green  Tea 10 

Coflfee'  ...........    0    4 

The  allowance  of  British  spirits  being  n)ore  than  tl^ 
demand,  were  reduced  from  fifty  thousand  gallons  to  forty 
thousand  ;  atid  the  allowance  of  rum  increased  from  thirty  , 
thousand  to  forty  thousand  gallons,  thirty  thousand  to  be 
imported  from  Bngland^  and  ten  thousand  from  Scotland. 

The  importation  of  wine  in  any  Tessel  of  less  ^alue  than 
seventy  tons  burthen  was  prohibited. 

No  goods,  fresh  fish  excepted,  were  allowed  to  be  ex^ 
.ported  from  the  Isle  of  Man  without  a  warrant  from  the 
cttstonk-house. 

In  1790  the  importation  of  British  spirits  was  prohibit- 
ed, but  instead  of  them  w^e  allowed,  ten  thousand  gal- 
lons of  brandy,  subject  to  a  duty  of  3s.  per  gallon ;  tea 
thousand  ditto  of  geneva,  ditto  8s.  ditto. 

To  be  shipped  from  England  to  Douglas  only,  in  casks 
containing  not  less  than  one  hundred  gallons. 

The  annual  allowance  cf  tobacco  having  been  reduced 
.from  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  pounds  weight  to 
forty  thousand,  wa^  increased  to  sixty  thousand. 

-AH  wine  was  subjected  to  an  additional  duty  of  £Q  per 
tan,  making,  with  the  former  duty,  J£16  for  French  wines, 
and  afl2  fcnr  other  wines,  and  to  be  landed  at  Douglas 
only. 

Hops,  'entitled  on  eifKirtatioB  from  England  to  a  draw- 
back of  the  whole  dul^,  were  made  sufayect  tQ  a  duty  of 
l|d.  perlb. 

Since  this  period  little  variation  in  the  duties  have  be^n 
ma^  All  Upoods  of  limited  quantity  must  be  imported 
under  license.  The  collector  of  customs  is  obliged  to  give 
one  month's  notice  of  the  expiration  of  licenses,  and  take 
in  for  fiNirteen  days  all  petitions  for  new  ones.  If  such  of 
the  petitioners  as  are  natives  require  goods  equal  to  the 
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quantity  limitedy  tbey  hare  the  preference  over  foreigners ; 
if  they  require  a  gfeater'quttntity,  the  licenses  are  granted 
in  rateable  proportioniB.  '  The  counterfeiting  a  license  sub- 
jects the  offender  to  a  fine  of  five  hundred*  pounds;  and 
taking  a  fee  for  one,  subjects'  the  collector  or  officer  to  a 
penalty  of  fifty  pounds. 

From  the  sale  of  the  island  to  the  year  1702,  the  ex- 
penditure was  fully  equal  to  the  reyenue ;  at  that  time 
commissioners  were  sent  over  to  examine  into  the  state  of 
the  country,  as  well  as  V>  ascertain  whether  certain  allega- 
tioDS  of  the  Duke  of  Athol  were  well  or  ill-founded.  In 
the  course  of  their  inquiry,  they  discovered  that  the  cus- 
tom-house department  was  in  a  state  of  entire  disorganiza- 
tion :  their  memorial  on  this  subject  states,  that  the  system 
of  management  is  ill-digested,  incomplete,  and  unfit ;  of 
which,  amongst  others,  they  adduce  the  following  proofs. 
That  persons,  wholly  ignorant  of  the  duties  tind  practices 
of  their  several  departments,  are  appointed  to  stations  of 
the  first  importance,  without  any  previous  instruction  or 
preparation. 

That  even  the  obvious  precaution  of  furnishing  them 
with  written  or  printed  rules  for  theur  government  had  been 
neglected,  nor  was  any  source  poiirted  out  whence  inform- 
ation could  be  derived,  or  any  security  given  or  required, 
for  the  due  pek'formance  of  the  duties  of  the  oflice,  or  the 
'  proper  application  of  the  trust  reposed  in  them ;  no  inquii^ 
was  ever  instituted  as  to  character,  so  as  to  exclude  those 
who  had  been  formerly  in  the  praictice  of  the  illicit  trade, 
iior  was  there  any  check'  or  control  among  the  diffisrent 
officers,  by  which  error  or  misconduct  might  be  discovered 
or  punished. 

It  was  also,  at  that  time,  the  practice  to  bestow  various 
offices  (not  easily  combined)  on  one  person.*  Tlie'^ck^v^* 
general,  though  an  officer  of  the  highest  aathorit|?,*  had 
never  been  in  the  island  from  the  time  he  took  the  batbs» 
when  he  remained  a  few  days^  leaving  the  whde  executian 
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of  the  doties  to  a  deputy  ^  who  was,  as  he  acknowledged^ 
completely  without  any  ingtructions  to  define  the  objects^ 
nature/  and  extent  of  his  office.  His  practice  was  to  re- 
oeiye  the  duties,  and  transmit  them  through  the  agency  of  a 
lawyer  in  Lpndoh  to  his  priucipal,  and  he  did  not  adoially 
know  where  this  last  resided,  or  how  he  might  make  appli- 
cation to  him  directly ;  nay,  that  he  had  even  at  difibrent 
times  required  directions  .in  bis  proceedings  through 'the 
agent,  but  had  received  neither  instructions  nor  answer. 

Various  other  instances  of  neglect,  equally  striking  with 
these,  are'pointed  out,  and  strongly  reprobated.in  the  Re- 
port ;  and,  as  it  appears,  with  the  fullest  effect,  for  very 
soon  after  the  whole  system  was  revised  and  altered,  most 
of  the  existing  officers  displaced  or  oiherways  provided 
for,  and  the  present  establishment' arranged,  to  the  entire 
extirpation  of  the  illicit  trade  in  the  island.  The  office  of 
receiver-general  was  given  to  the  collector  of  customs  at 
Douglas,  and  the  whole  revenue  of  the  island  placed  under 
his  superintendence  and  control. 

This  extensive  power,  which  he  has  now  held  many 
years,  is '  universally  allowed  to  be  exercised  with  the 
strictest  integrity  as  well  as  moderation  ;  and  the  gentle- 
man who  holds  it,  though  closely  connected  with  the  house 
of  Athol,  is  pronounced,  by  the  unanimous  concurrence  of 
all  parties,  to  be  eminently  qualified  by  principle,  know- 
ledge, and  prudence,  for  the  station  he  occupies.  No 
stronger  proof  of  the  excellence  of  the  plans  now  adhered 
to  can  be  adduced,  than  the  improved  state  of  the  revenue. 
According  to  the  report  before  quoted,  the  amount  of  cus- 
tom dues  in  1790  was  <£8006  8s.  lid.  he  expenditure sam« 
year  £S212  2s.  2d. ;  whereas,  in  1792,  Mr.  Pitt  stated  in 
the  House  of  Commons,  that  the  revenue  of  the  island  had 
risen  to  the  gross  sum. of  <£12,000  per  annum  !  at  which 
time  a  farther  compensation  of  one- fourth  of  this  amount 
was  granted  to  the  Duke  of  Athol,  and  his  heirs  for  ever. 

The  public  services,  for  which  internal  taxes^  continual 
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cH*  oteiMMd,  af«  leyiody  are  of  four  iorts :  BniMiBg  «r 
rqMJriiig  of  xhtu^hes,  liaiMiiq;  of  iiridge»»  miduiig  and 
keepings  higb-'Fwis  in  drdar,  ud  tfie  mainienaiice  of  tbe 
eleif^.  in  fMj^bet  to  eh«rohes,  each  parish  is  obl^^ed  to 
bear  ite  owa  bailheA;  not,  however^  to  the  extent  of 
•  boildtog,  without  a  special  act  of  Tynwald :  bat  for  re- 
pairSy  flie  parisfairtoers  arecOBTened  by  the  cburDhwardensi 
and  the  mdney  rewired  le^d  upon  the  inbaibitaiits  in  pro- 
portion  to  their  refitd.  , 

The  same  mode  is  ob^ervcfd  for  building  or  repairing 
brtdgei.  The  Mgh-^road  fund  is  derived  from  a  tax  vapan 
every  r^taiSer  of  ale  of  spirits ;  a  small  rate  open  lands  and 
lioiises,  leaving  an  option  to  pay  in  money  or  service;  a 
tat  npon  dogs ;  «ad  all  ftnes  inciirred  for  public  offencesy 
mr  contMiiYt  ef  court :  by  these  means  a  sum  of  abont 
i£1000  per  annum  is  obtained  for  making  and  repairing  the 
Iroads. 

.  The  dergy  deHve  their  -income  in  part  from  tbe  titbei^ 
ivhich  are  divided  into  three  portions,  one  belonging  to  the 
4ord>  Me  to  the  Ushop,  and  the  other  to  the  paroefatal 
^inifttar.  The  incumbents  -have  also  a  glebe,  and  a  royal 
J>diMity  ef  i£100  per  aBnam,  to  divide  amongst  the  pooresty 
whirti  waa  obtained  1^  fiishop  Bairow  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  II.  One-third  of  Us  share  of  the  imprs^iristioDs 
.was  purchased  by  the  same  worthy  prelate  from  the  lord 
.proprietor^  by  coUecttons  made  Arough  his  interfereneey 
Ivhieh  were  settled  to  increase  the  revenues  x>f  the  chureb, 
.and  for  the  establishment  of  a  free-school  at  Castletown. 

The  tithes  are  divided  into  gi^at  and  small  ^  these  are 
aometimed  taken  in  Und,  but  more  frequently  coamiuted» 
sanfd  Inihertd  upen  very  easy  terms.  There  was  formerly  a 
tith^  upon  all  fresh  fish,  upon  ale  brewed,  and  also  a  tithe 
bf  twopence  annually  upon  ^Y%ry  man  engaged  in  any  oc- 
eapatioB,  though  he  only  exercised  his  calling  three  tmcs 
in  the  year. 
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\ 
The  LaiM^Hause  of  Keys—OivU  OgUevB^  Juries^  ^e. 

jL  HR  l^if&  of  the  Isle  of  Mar  are,  at  this.  tine»  a  coAf 
atant  subject  pf  insular  dispute^  l^y  WM  partjr^  they>  ace 
represeiite4  as  a  ijaasa  of  foUy.  aud  coirfi^tiott;  l^y  the 
other,  as  models  of)  the  mosV  perfiael  iu^iepriideifie^ .  Tfte 
truth,  prohabjy,  in  this,  as  in  other  spiBculatiTe  ct^ ea,  lies 
in  a  lAedium  between  the  tiia  opiaioi^i. 

From  th^  tiine4»f  tt|^  re^esieaent,  the  legisjaiioft  bjnng 
protected  by  that  a^t  from  all  foiseign  interference, .  (%w 
eorreotions  or  aUevations  have  taken  plaee.  The  ruU»|p 
powers,  divided  by  internal  and  personnl  •contB^tiony  have 
suffered  the  publio  good  to  he  dormant.  Exen  in-  th( 
boasted  constitution  of  Great  Britapi>  the  watehfiilii^ye^ 
legisl^tivfi  wisdom  is  ever  open  to  disoern  and  isdrreet  mis- 
takee  or  enoroaohments :  bow,  theny  oan.it  he  enpiwMll 
that  a  code,  springing  out  ef  feudal  iiusioina  aniL: tn  .WFiit 
trary  government,  should  reqiaise  i^ither.  amelimratifiDtter 
improvement  in  the  long  intervi^  of  aixtlf  yesmif^Kf  if 
nothing  eke  demanded  inqairy  in  all  that  tkne,^  atiUi  the 
persons  employed  In  the  exercise  of  power  sho|ukl  hasejiaesi 
eubjeoted  to  «ome  inquiry  as  to  thqr  procead|nge ;  imd^^if 
not  the  prin^ple,  at  least  the  practiee,  of  the^ogieitoitunp 
desMinded  investigation. 

.  For  a  email  population  thinly  scattered  over  the  iaiwi^ 
•withent  nMmufiictoriee  or  commeree,  few  laws  miie  requi- 
site, and  the  memory  might  be  supposed  fully  competent  te 
record  all  that  was  absolutely  Jiecessary.  * 

B&eept  the  natives;  none  had  any  interest  or  eoneenaift 
them»  In  such  a  community,  vhose  time  was .  whoUy  oe^ 
"cupied  in  the  proidsionof  meps  neeeasaries>  irau4^  foroo^ 
vor  avarice^  had  no  ktstude  ftir  dieturbing  .the.  yea(ie>  og 
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society ;  and  the  trifling  dtfierences  which  sprang  nm  were 
willingly  referred  to  the  deemster,  and  settled  by  the 
traditionary  laws,  or,  perhaps,  more  frequently  by  his 
snpreme  will  and  pleasure,  without  reference  to  precedents 
of  any  sort 

So  little  form  was  used  in  those  appeals,  that,  accordiog 
to  the  statute-book,  the  deemster's  presence  alone,  whether 
in  the  field  or  house,  walking'  or  riding,  constituted  a 
court ;  and  the  plaintiff  meeting  his  opponent,  when  this 
officer  was  in  view,  might  drag  him  vi  et  armis  to  an  instant 
tribunal,  and  setting  his  foot  upon  his  enemy's,  there  hold 
him  till  the  cause  of  quarrel  was  decided.  In  such  a  pro-* 
ceeding,  depending  more  on  strength  of  body  or  lungs, 
than  on  questions  of  right  and  wnmg,  there  was  certainly 
more  •brevity  than  dignity ;  but  one  thing  seems  to  have 
been  well  established,  and  that  was,  the  infallibility  of  the 
judgment,  which  could  come  •  to  such  post-haste  decisions, 
and  giTC  them  the  respectable  name  of  laws. 

The  office  of  deemster  is  of  much  greater  antiquity  than 
the  origin  of  the.house  of  keys,  and  I  conclude,  was  de« 
rived  from  that  of  the  chief  druid,  who,  in  the  earliest 
times,  and  in  all  countries,  where  this  sect  flourished, 
4M>mbined  the  rank  of  psiest  and  magistrate.  But  the 
council  of  wise  men  is  also  of  druidical  institution,  they 
were  formerly  called  taxi  art,  from  the;  Celtic  word.  Teof 
UMog,  which,  according  to  Dr.  Canipbell,  implies  druidism, 
or  elde^  and  .senators.  In  more  modern  times,^  this  assem- 
bly has  taken  the  name  of  the  Keys,  which  last  term  Bishop 
Wilson  ascribes  to  their  knowledge  o&  the  jurisprudence  of 
the  country,  and  their  unlocking  the  difficulties  thereof  at 
their  pleasure. 

The  numbers  of  this  council  were  not  always  twentyr 
four,  they  had  been  referred  to  as  a  legislative  power  when 
-otAy  twelve :  in  one  of  the  old  statutes  I  find  it  also  ree 
(oovded,  that  their  existence  was  whoUg  at  the  wili  qf  the 
ierdj  wUhout  ^hose  censemt  nmeare  t^  be.    This  decision, 


jvh^^Jif  fty^to  l^Ye>aeff  fropi  t^e  deem|itor»,  in  ftDs^re? 
to  a  question  of  Sir  j^fijhp  .^^anlpy,  feppnd  lord  of  l^an, 
lifpraf  «3^(^di|igly  ill  rjec^iTei) ;  and.  ^bo^gh  U  was  re^or^ed 
/u^  the  9ti^te-bopk^  an4  f^opnequeiitlir  left  ^er^.  fo^  lav^ 
tWSVf  yet  tirtually  rescin^e^  almosjt  as  soop  as  nifide.  Tbf 
[o^^iial  fprm  of  ele^ti^n^  i^  no  wbe;;e  mentioi^^  but  ina* 
jf^ifif^lH  *^f  ^^  abpve  d^Lfratfpp,  fi|u^  was  tjh^  fer« 
^^it  it«xcit^,  that  it  was  tfioi^ffht  pnu^^t  op  ^h^  pi|rt  of 
tb^  ^f^l^lgOY^fi^r  Byr^n*  to  grant  the  ppople  a  sjbtre  in 
f}fe  eieplion.  Ajcfipr Aiftgly,  jw  JL^H^  ^e  seat  o.ot  liis  pre^ 
Aifipi.  jt9  the  six  sheadings,  directjpg  1^}U  ^yj^l^if  fp  elec^ 
fiif.  me^,  out  of  which  six  lie  chose  four  tp  reppesept  i^eif 
/^pc^tive  districts,  and  these  .made  i^p  the.  twenty-fouf 
key^,  ]l^y  wfipi^  advice  and  cpnoufrrence  at  ^tbat  time,  sever 
j^  ^ws  AAd  rpgj^l^tipnp  were  m^^. 

WIxy  t\iis  .qpqde  of  electioi^  has  noit  beei^  pr;esefTed|  of 
bow  t^  P^Plrfe  h?^^  Ipist  ^  figl^lii  P9  ipvaluable  as  that  o^ 
c^sipg  t)}ei^  pWjU  repr;efi^D^ti¥ps^  ijf  n^t  explained ;.  cus* 
4iWn  )mf  iVff^^'^fir,  coipiflet^y  ^f:<^a,ted  tliiis  pKiyilego^ 
jni  Ji}tf  sm^¥^  B<>T1^«»A>WisJ|?^dis,  ^a,t  wfeen  a  vaciancy 
JWWW?f  ^be  r/?i]|>f^ipipg  ipciwfr^rB  0eqt  jlw^o  per/i^o^,  one  cf 
j^h^w  j:f^:^vfBp;t|ie  ajigpirfi^f^iofi  of  th^  gpve^or,  and:  thence'- 
4vYif^i  mt»^  jbis  ^^fif.  fptlife,  ,Hpl^s  he  vacates  by  yolum* 
4*f1l  JWK^^W^  *ec»ptipg  a  place  in  cwu^jjl,  of  is  ex- 
JP^H^  h  *)JP  ^<r^^  »f  tl^j  .ro%j<»rity  for  sojj^e  l^igji  criipj 
/If  fiWipdef^efyapf ^  ^YM  nf^P<l^  .^pnld  .be.adppted,  if  ihp 
jg^Yf^^r  4iWWrpTp4  P|f  h<^*  *P  |ionwa*ions,  is  nojt 
aettled»:liori »! A^i^ve^  lifts  t)ie pfLse  ever  ocp^red*  The 
J^ffgfi  9^not  ^s8^iM>Ie  ^itfapnt  .a  smnpi^c^^  ^om.^he  gpyer- 
'MoXs  Apd  ma  ;D$^at9/lt^9jQllres  t^e  sitting  without  delay  or 
4f»pr^i  9^  frpdy,  .y1)W  .  Qt^Uopted,  wtth  the  lordi  pro- 
fimU^^f  *»  *eji^tar>  W4  W^«Hal,  Pqns^tjtatp  a  Jynifal^ 
^(^vty.^bfllB^  fP0pr4wqp  is  ^beioluteely  .essential  $o  eyedry 
te»!rt>*»y^  ¥c*  f  M^^Hfi^  tbP  reyeatvig  ojf  t)ie  ial^  ifk  thf 
^WiKTfiP.pf  Cri'i^t  JBri^vin>  Mcire  it  .cpi  obtain  ^he  force  of  a 
]§jlfy  evntj  flwf»»?»t  b«  cepfirn^iljd  by  his  Majesty,  a^fl 

18  3h 


164  HISTORY  OF  TfiE 

ultimately  proclaimed  io  the  Eoglish  and  Manx  hngnagev 
before  the  people  at  the  Tynwald  hiU. 

In  the  separate  meetings  of  the  keys,  the  nnnher  of 
thirteen  is  required  to  form  a  house.  They  elect  their  own 
spealLer,  who  holds  his  office  for  life ;  and  they  decade  by  a 
majority.  The  qualifications  of  a  member  are  to  be  of  faH 
age,  that  is,  twenty^ne  years,  and  to  possess  landed  pro- 
perty in  the  island.  Non-residence,  or  even  being  a 
foreigner^  are  no  impediments  to  election.  Their  privi* 
leges  were  of  more  Tfllue  in  the  feudal  times  than  at  pre* 
sent,  they  being  exempt  from  all  duties  and  serrices  to  the 
lord,  and  free  to  l^ill  game  in  any  part  of  the  country.  To 
charge  a  key  with  misconduct  in  the  performance  of  Ids 
duty,  subjects  the  offender  to  a  penalty,  and  loss  of  ears. 
This  body  have  always  possessed  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  and  though  self-elected,  seem  nerer  to  hare  abused 
their  power.  The  office  is  attended  with  mncb  trouble, 
and  no  emolument;  but  it  is  every  day  rising  in  consider* 
ation,  and  though,  formerly,  little  respect  attended  Hbt 
indiTiduals,  at  this  time,  a  member  of  the  keys  in  the  Isle 
of  Man  is  regarded  by  his  compatriots  as  a  repreaentatiTe 
of  the  Commons  is  in  Great  Britain.  This  increase  of 
consequence  takes  date  sinoe  the  rerestment,  and  is  chiefly 
founded  on  the  systematic  opposition  shown  by  this  house 
to  every  act  or  proposition  of  the  Duke  of  Atfaol,  by  whieh 
they  soothe  and  augment  the  aTcrsion  of  the  people  to  that 
Aobleman,  and  keep  alive,  often  without  a  shadow  of  reasofii 
the  suspicion  entertained  of  his  motiTes  and  designs. 

A  late  writer  has  observed,  "  that  were  the  keys  once 
corrupt,  they  must  continue  so  for  erer,  the  very  naiuie  of 
their  constitution  being  such  that  it  could  never  be  puri- 
fied :"  but,  with  submission  to  this  author,  1  think  difltar^ 
ently.  Corruption  in  a  small  legisktire  body,  like  the  one 
in  question,  would  carry  its  remedy  with  it,  A  few  acta  of 
oppression,  in  the  improved  state  of  Manx  p^Milatioii, 
^ouU  awaken  them  to  an  inquiry  into  their  rights ;  aa<^ 
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it  ig  more  than  probable,  would  restore  the  original  .form 
of  demoeratie  election. 

'  The  chief  civil  officers  are  the  goTernor,  and  lieutenant-^, 
goTern^i  one  of  them  being  chancellor  ex  officio ;  the  two 
deemsters,  or  judges,  one  presiding  in  the  southern,  the 
other  in  the  northern  division  (these  must  necessarily  be 
natives;)  the  water^-baififf,  the  high  bailiffs,  one  in  each 
town ;  the  coroners,  who  are  six  in  number,  and  preside 
aeporately  over  the  six  sheadings  or  dbtricts,  into  which 
the  island  is  divided,  each  having  under  him  a  deputy- 
coroner,  orlockman.  • 

Tbeconncil  consists  of  the  following  persons:  the  bi-^ 
alM>p,  the  receivers-general,  the  water-bailiff,  attorney-ge- 
neral, derfc  of  the  rolls,  and  the  archdeacon. 

AH  the  lands  of  Man  formerly  belonged  to  the  lord,  and 
the  oocnpiers  could'  neither  sell  nor  alienate  without  his 
eonsent ;  they  were  termed  the  lord's  tenants,  and  were 
subjeot  to  the  payment  of  a  fine  or  rental,  which  was  fixed 
by  ther  setting  quest  from  year  to  year.-  This  system  had 
been  somewhat  relaxed,  and  the  holders  came  to  be  re- 
gnrded  as  customary  tenants,  and  some  of  the  estates  to 
descend  from  father  to  heir  for  a  time,  which  had  given  an 
idea  of  individual  property.-  But,  in  1648,  we  find  an  at- 
tempt was  made  by  James,  £arl  of  Derby,  to  s^ize  all  the 
tenures  into  his  own  hands ;  and  to  effect  this,  he  offered, 
on  a  quiet  surrender,  that  he  would  make  a  grant  to  each 
indif  idnal  of  a  lease  for  three  lives,  or  twenty -one  years. 
This  proceeding  gave  rise  to  a  warm  contest,  but  the  dis- 
pute remained  unsettled  till  1703,  when  it  was  finally 
afranged  by  the  interierence  of  Bishop  Wilson,  and  the 
strenuous  representations  of  .th(b  keys,-  At  this  time  (in 
1703,)  commissioners  were  appointed,  by  whom  the  lord's 
dues  were  incontrovertibly  >  fixed,  and  the  inherititnc^  of 
their  property  assured  to  the  people,  on  the  payo^nt  of  the 
venta  and  fines  so  aettfcd.  In  1777,  another  act  was  passed 
hf  Lord  Dorby,  conftiming  the  first  act  of  settlement,  by 
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i^bich,  estates  on  the  death-  of  the  bwtier  we#o  dedaMd  to 
be  the  right  of  the  eldest  son,  or  if  «o  son,  •f  CiM  eUbe^ 
daughter.  A  man  canhol  Hev!?^  an  estate  of  hrtMSrMailce 
otherwise  tlian  in  the  direet  lihe,  hul  ptirehased  ^ffOftHf 
he  may  dispose  of  by  irill.  If  he  dies  hitestali*,  DM  IvrtaoM 
falls  to  bis  h^!rs  at  law,  siivift^  (be  KMow'^  ^igMy  iil4iHi  k 
half  the  real  arid  personal  estate  ^f  bet  Hn^bMd,  tvbc^Mi 
he  make  a  will  ur  not.  Of  the  entdM  ^Mi^,  tb<i  wiitfw 
dniy  enjoys  her  share  for  life,  ^Kieh  tfterwsirds  f^^Hs  to 
the  heir ;  but  of  personal  properly^  sh^  has  po^er  to  de^is^ 
one  half  by  will  amongst  any  of  her  ehildretij  l^vell  tlM^ 
6t  a  former  marriage,  and  in  the  iife-Htne  Of  '^H  ImsbUdd ; 
and  these  children  can  claitti  tMir  resjpMtlvd  sbdn»§  otf  tbd 
death  of  eithet*  parent,  iis  soon  as  the  MiA  ctdld^eb  atuhi 
ihe  age  of  fouHeeh  years. 

The  tirliole  iklaud  was  fdrmerty  divided  liKo^  six  hundreil 
qnat^t^r  IniTd^^  bitt  at  prte^tlt  the  naahb^t  is  «ardn  fafHttdt^ 
and  fifty-nine;  all  other  states  Appear  to^  b(s  aUotmeots 
out  of,  or  ehcroachments  upon  these.  All  it^eclts  beloag 
to  the  lord;  if  hot  claimed  withitt  a  year  atid  A  day.  Mbm 
klso  are  his  by  bis  pri^rogHtWe.  Qtinh  blstobg^  e^^ltisi^ 
to  the  lor^,  knd  the  law»  Were  formerly  very  sev^  agttin^t 
encroachers,  bui  these  hkie  no#  betOIMe  tf^errly  6ll§oktir. 

Besides  the  trial  by  Jtiiry  in  cottiMon  law  ahd  \GtlmiWri 
cases,  there  al«  variolic  juried  itopanil€A)ed  on  ol&er  vebfii^ 
^ions.  lb  d^es  of  Idss,  frespasi,  dr  #obfrery,  )>^iriDili»  td 
any  other  proceedings,  jiiries  of  th^tiiry  iK^sl  b€f  s^bidiM^, 
^hb  have  power  to  ^^&raine  aH  parties  WhV  may,  by  pfossi- 
1)iiity,  hkrk  kn&wUAge  of  the  fafcts  16  Me  InquitfM  Arto', 
they  may  even  tender  Ihe  <^atlk  to  the  sW^peHed'  f^iW&, 
aitd  thetr  reAis^l  to  ilbeept  this  pui^ttOM  ib  odniHMli^  as 
'^res^auiptive  proof  of  g^tiilt.  Uf)>M  the  Verdict  4^  this  first 
•j\i/Sr, -iuWequeht  process  is  feund^. 

Fodder  juri^  al<e  al^o  a  v^  caridtfs  irtsfitutil^h.  .ft" 
abypei^oh  gives  notice  to  tife  cfotohe^  Hiftt  a  g^Hfl^an, 
farmer,  or  cottager,  Ba^'  a  fergcfr  stddit  -of  cattie  tMrA  bis 


men  of  the  same  pari^f  tltfelft  df  Wh(Mtt  MtilM  tile  fllMl^0| 
who  4s%  iti  iHak^^  idijrffei^tibll  #Kat  girfti^  et>  fi^M^  tU^'  s&id 
persona  hftve  t^rb^dM  fbl*  tUfeii*  cftttley  a§  i^t  iti  ^UddMi' 
8s  ifi  Winlfr,  kiHI  to  Mttke  d  t^iie  ieptfh  ki  Wfvtlfi^  to  tho^ 
next  eotiri^,  aHd  if' It-  Hl^ld  tl|)pkr  thdt  Ancll  )M'dV{itoff  i4 
mK  «iiAc^'fMr  tte  eJitti^;,  M  b^der  4s  gfM«c^  lo/^ft  ebhl^ 
Iter  to  sell  off  so  much  of  thb  9t6ek  all  elde^d  Adljttttliitlttil 
dr  prdv^d^i  atid  tt>  iffeUtbr  Ihe  ^¥k^  fo  tb^  (Mnl^i'/  $he 
tat^  bv^ik  feikjBifas'  th«  ikiA  ju^ei  td  ttdte  ^^al  e^e  tbifk 
ihb  n^etl^ol'iUad^  is  attMSly  til  jil^^t  posieytidti^  ^ild  bf 
DO  meaM  t6  Addrit  tUb  6ia^iVb  bx^Use^f  k^  dnipindMice  for 
ett|irpiy  li|>^  otfa^H.  '  ' 

'  MAVrhkges  mkf  bb  i;oh«ra<k(»  b^  BMti^'br  mi^k^b :  ake^li 
dbftnot  n&ar^y'iiflCBe^  hafgbeieii  tfiree  nilbnthb  i*e«$ldbiit  iv 
itk  ttlatld.  Mk^ib^'e  is,  in  fket^  (iob^idd^ea  l^eM  fti  M  Ml 
of  j;>aHberhhii^^  gT^Vin'g  ttb  btefii^e  tt^  to  p^c^l^.  A 
man  who  marries  an  heii^il,  eirjbj^b  oM^  oh^-bblf  bf  Htti^ 
lands  doKibg  Us  life :  if  Ate  tt're^  WiUiroAt  i^MIdl^eti,  and  he 
doialSn^ies  unmarridd,  the  iaihb  law  ihyeafii  the  f^mede  "#1111 
^qtfai  rights  ti  to  property  of  ihherTtanc'e  duHng  he^  Wi-i 
doi^hbod ;  but  of  ttis  acduhisd  ]iossessions',  "She  iMis  pbW^^ 
eVett  during  his  fife,  \6  devise  one-htff  to  ^hy  eMId  of  lrt# 
owifi,  and  this  will  \%  in  f<5rce  immediately  oA  heir  d^ett^: 
i<irb  man  of  i^oman,  being  iharried,  can  §ell  ^r  lease  btft  by 
m\itkial  6otts)Bnt.  If  a  n^an  marr ibs  a  second  Wife,  hA'^ikf 
issae  by  Ms  first,  the  sec6nd  takes  only  on6-fourili  part  olT 
his  estate  of  iithbritance ;  ndr  can  any  will  or  deed  of  gift 
fhtalidiitie  these  singatar  rights,  except  by  iOie  joint  a^t  of 
botik  patrtles ;  yet  tbie  husband  incurs  the  same  liability  ri^^ 
l^pecting  hid  wife^s  debti^  as  in  England. 

tn  th^  lisle  of  Mto,  cliildreti  arrive  at  ^e  age  of  AiajoHty 
when  they  have  domplbted  thfeir  fourteenth  year,  so  fifci-  b* 
Velfttes  to  'l)ei>Sotml  pt^pef  ty,  td  ^Wch  they  thfen  bdcotto^ 
entitled,  and  are  also  liable  to  debts  thenceforward  con- 
tracted by  them  h  >ttit  ifttts*  MHAq  this  ugb  of  tfrenty-one 
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Wfore  4key  can  Mter  ia  pptiewM  of  laaded  states,  «r 
make  any  disposition  by  way  of  sale. 

A  marriage  contracted  between  the  parties,  within  tin ee 
years  of  the  birth  of  a  child,  renders. aoch  child  li^timate, 
if  the  character  of  the  female  ia  otherwise  unimpcached. 
A  woman  convicted  of  adultery  loses  her  wife's  or  widow's, 
right,  and  is  entitled  onl^  to  such  alimony  aa  theecolesias* . 
tical  court  thinlis  proper  to  allow. 

Sxecutors  may  proceed  in  the  ecdeaiaatical  court  iar. 
the  immediate  recovery  of  debts  due  to  deoeas^  per* 
sons ;  and  their  decree  having  onpe  passed,  and  the  order, 
given  out,  subjects  the  defendant  to  instant  imprisonment^ 
till  satisfaction  is  made  by  payment  in  fulL  On  the  other 
hand,  no  claim  can  be  enforced  against  the  effects  of  the 
dead  under  a  year  and  a  day ;  or  if  they  had  any.  money 
transactions  out  of  the  island,  the  law  allows  to  the  hen 
or  executors  the  extended  term  of  three  years,  for  tha 
settlement  of  the  whole  concerns. 

The  mode  formerly  adopted  lor  making  proof  of  a  de- 
mand for  or  against  the  estate  of  the  defunct,  was  yvj 
curious :  the  person  charging  or  denying  such  debt  was 
obliged  to  visit  the  grave  of  the  deceased,  with  two  wit- 
nesses,  and  stretching  himself  at  length  on  the  same,  vrith 
an  open  Bible  on  his  breast,  he  there  pronounced  a  solemn 
oath,  which,  in  the  absence  of  other  proois,  was  accqpted 
as  positive  confirmation  or  deni^  of  the  matter  in  disputes 
but  this  process  was  abolished  by  Bishop  Barrow. 

As  to  the  penal  laws,*  their  defects  being  admitted,  and 
the  code  at  this  time  under  the  actual  considej^tion  of  the 
legislature  for  the  express  purpose  of  amendment  and  elu< 
cidation,  it  would  be  useless  to  enlarge  on*  their  present 
state  ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped,  when  the  promised  alterations 
do  take  place,  a  stricter  police  will  be  established,  and  the 
impunity  now  afforded  to  crimes,  for  want  of  definition  in 

•  Far  tlMMw  Penal  SUtntei,  tee  Appendix,  Ne.7. 
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tlie  e&istiiig  ^pow&r,  will  no  longer  remain  a  jiut  subject  of 
eomplaint. 

There  is  one  particnlar^  which  seems  to  haTC  escaped 
obsenration,  and  yet  calls  imperiously  for  attention,  wbich 
is,  the  manner  of  conducting  coroner*s  inquests,  in  cases 
of  sudden  deaths,  and  the  sloTenly  style  in 'which  they  pro* 
oeed  when  sunmoned. 

To  prore  that  this  ebarge  is  not  unfounded,  I  shall 
flrieet  two  atteedotes  from  the  number  that  haire  fallen 
indar  my  observation.  In  one  ease,  the  captain  of  a  Nxnt- 
wegian  veaael,  after  reoemng  a  eoiistderable  sum  of  money, 
\  found  dead  without  any  prerious  illness !  The  cause 
was  intoxication,  but  attended  by  circumstances 
•d  Bttspieious  as  at  any  rate  to  demand  a  strict  inTcstiga- 
lion ;  great  part  of  bis  money  had  disappeared,  and  the 
bl>dy  ioBmedisitely  after  death  turned  entirely  black,  and 
eflribibHed  maay  symptoms  inducing  a  belief  that  poison  had 
beoi  administered.  On  thb  matter  no  inquiry  took  places 
or  if  any,  certainly  not  with  the  assistance  of  any  medical 
BUtt.  The  other  affidr  was  yet  more  extraordbary.  A 
ssan,  wholly  unknown,  bring  found  in  th^  fvfer  apparently 
drowned,  an  inquest  was  taken,  and  the  verdict  to  this 
^hot  bring  gtren,  he  was  consigned  to  the  care  of  the 
undertaker,  when,  behold,  on  stripping  the  body,  it  ap- 
peared  that  bis  throat  had  been  cut,  and  the  neckcloth 
raplaoed,  all  which,  with  perfect  sang-froid,  the  foreman 
of  the  jury  declared,  he  had  no  doubt  the  deceased  had 
done  himself;  so  that  there  was  no  need  to  revise  the 
Ijimet  decirion,  on  account  c^  these  new  circumstances* 
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KJom^nenh,  oh  the  Stqie  qf  the  I^w$^  with  9om^  Cases 
adduced  in  Proof  qf  the  Assertion  t^at  theff  require 
Amelipr^tion. 

I  AM  9Mi»»  ibaiiimcmiismtMtd  tkiMdm/^^wil^i^^^o 
■likely  loeaU  Aat  ii  HiH  aOird.iilile^teamH^  mmiarmfk^ 
tbi'gAiiAnd  iBfider ;  iI^m  Ae  fifMDts  I mnw  la  j0teA?  lum 
pamsAy  etsuirad^  wul  ilbt  tH  JCoiMqinnMa  .atteiidHif  the 
•iluHft9iofi  the  laws,  ytkmh  i  f  ta  el^iMii  lo  .poiiil  oiit»  aneMt 
•r  aokBMrMgad  by  aU^  I  ibink  itrnj^akfy  aawi  impfiitiil 
Uaiarian,  1x»  ^Id  thsni  up  tD  pablfe  .Yiew^  ia  4he  iMUaf 
(Rliioh  I  enlertji^a,  thai  ihia  negligeiice  af:  fimdfm:(artai 
iMBoc^idea'  has,  yaahafM,  ^arigiaated  in  .the  aiait  oC  a  M^ 
ataiamanl,  or  it  au^jr  be  in  4he  vary  a^twa  ^  ihA  aaoiiHy^ 
fia  M  iifraacD^atiljtttad  pramias.4o>thaHnoD-prata0liaa  aai. 

I  aai  /vary  ready  io  acfaah,  thai  wl^t  inpniriAy  tnm 
JbreifnolaunaieziBtad,  .thBlraqHentnaocA  of  uaptincaflai 
fnd eaUffvagent  paraona idaaiainded  ^n  axtfaondiMary  degree 
af  coaroiaB  ia/tha  debar  aad  ^reditot^lafra  of  itlie  iahaid, 
laptoteotihanati^eeifrjeai.eiicaQBehaaeDt  aM  {pjaqr^  aad 
tl^ai  .it  .luwy  fMider  A^se  jcivou|DeeaBoe$^  aqmi|.  jaatiee  Ae 
giant.iB(iiiiiuiitiaa^o«aaa  olaa^^  aad  boU.iip  aavaaapaaolliep 
agaiaati  tha.  qibert  hat  oowiil^at.tUs.  paeediiDD''iail^ae 
aaay^  and  ihat  betkithaitiade  aad  agiofoaliiiae  of  itli^jalaad 
loudly  demand,  aa  incnaaed  papttlatioa'  tQ  awiaia  ^Mr 
droopiaig  vbgmav^  vit  .omat  ba  a»vabaien  tP^dai^  to^ftaai 
equal  privileges  to  the  settler  and  the  natiye.  Noae  are 
likely  to  yisit  this  place  in  future  but  persons  of  moderate 
fortunes,  and  consequently  of  habits  consonant  to  their 
property.  If  such  are  to  be  exposed  to  the  harassing 
effects  of  the  laws,  as  they  now  stand,  a  very  short  trial 
would  suffice  to  make  them  seek  a  retreat  elsewhere.  To 
illustrate  my  assertion,  I  need  only  adduce  a  few  inataaoes, 
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which  are  recent  and  teo  wdl  known  in  the  idand  to  be 
eontro  verted. 

And  first)  is  matter?  of  debtor  and  creditor,  the  Manx 
lawsy  'with  regard  to  a  natiye,  prohibit  personal  imprison-^ 
ment)  but  with  great'  justice  subject  the  whole  property 
•f  the  debtor  to  the  claims  of  his  creditor.  This  exemp* 
tion  from  personal  snffering  has  certainly,  in  some  cases, 
been  diverted  to  pui^oses  of  fraud;  the  natiye  has  been 
known  to  make  false  as^gitments,  or  to*  turn  his  eflfeots  into 
easby'and  then,  under  cover  of  the  law,  to  set  his- creditors 
at  defiance.  But  as  no  human  institutions  are'  fiterfect,  the 
impossibilily  of  entirely  guarding  against  the  ingenuity  of 
knavery y  can  never  J>e  brought  forward  to  abrogate  a  prin* 
oiplcy  which  the  enlarged  views  of  society  causes  at  this 
time  to  be  adopted  into  the  jurbprudence  of  nearly  alt 
trading  cduntriea ;  and  it  is  probable,  a  modification  of  the 
bankrupt  laws  of 'England;  would  be  the  best  defence 
against  the  frauds,  complained  of.  But  this  it  is  not  my 
ooneern  to  determine ;  all  I  have*  to  do  is  to  point  out  the 
errors  that  esst,  and  leave  the  legislature  in  its  wisdcnn  tm 
eorreot  them. 

With  regwti  to  strangers,  as  our  felfow  subjects  fronr 
Gfareat  Biitain  and  Ireland  are  invidiously  termed,  the  case 
is  wlwllydiffereift;  actions  on  a  simple  affidavit  of  debt 
adbsieots  the  person  toincarceratioiF,  and  the  effects  to  se^ 
fuestration ;  and  that,  not  merely  to  the  value  demanded*, 
but  .the  law,  as  it  now  stands,  authorizes  the- constable  to 
take  posMaaion:  of  aU  .the  property  of  the  person  arrested, 
to  held  it  till  the  question  of  right  is  decided,  and  then  te 
sell,  not  to  the. amount  of  the  debt  only,  but  the  words  of 
the  statute  are,  ^^  that  he  is  to  sell  the  whole  effects,  and 
first,  paying  a  year's  rent  if  due,  and  the  servants'  wage» 
for  the  same  time,  then  to  satisfy  the  creditor  with  all 
costs  and  charges,  and  mfterward^  to  deMver  the  overplus 
to  the  right  owner."  No  words  can  be  requisite  to  point  , 
ont  the  injustice  of  such  a  system^  by  which,  on  a  disputed 
10  3  1 
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acc9ntt»  %  pef«09  i^bi  \^  th90w»  m%%  H^^M,  Us  Muk 
ruined,  his  effects  wasted,  and  his  family  starved,  wUbt 
the  matter  ivas  under  dis^uMi^ ;  und  wUckw  ^cmrding  ta 
Uw,  cannot  be  decided  imder  fowr  uHmtha ;  and  iff  on  tht 
issue,  the  creditor  opiy  swcoockIs  in  ettablishiDg  a  amaU 
part  of  his  demand,  before  the  suflBbrer  can  be  vfleased,  he 
fausi  wait  the  sale  of  preparty,  rMined,  perbaf  s«  by  aw- 
vpanageaieatf  ar«  U  ia  not  unUkely,  temaia  jfor  lifi»  ia 
prison,  on  a  deftcienoy  created  by  the  neaauaes  adapted 
against  hLv-  Another  atrnng  feataTiS  <4^pmra  ia  the 
princtpte  on  whi^h  bail  it  «Md«oted*  The  law  obUgea 
^he  stranger  who  wishea  to  cQalest  an  uiuMt  demand,  hs 
give  AfoiM^  bail;  «nd,  aa  if  thia  waa^Mft  Ihiowing  aaA- 
eient  difl&onUy  in  the  wny,  it  also  provideat  thnAancb  hail 
becoqiea  to  all  iatents  and  pnrpoaea  liable  fv  aa  auieh  af 
the  debt  as,  on  inMestlgationy  ahall  he  li»«nd  due  to  the 
f  b^mant,  from  which  liaUlity  he  is.  apt  exaneiatad^  aa  in 
IBagland,  by  the  aunander  of  the  debtor  to  gaoL 

But  as  lacts  speak  mora  fisccibly  tl^an  argwasnts,  I  aUK 
adduce  same  reeent  ooeiwienoesLin  iHnataa^iap  ef  my  atal** 
ment.  Id  one  case  an  English  farmer  baring  |pvan  nflhnne 
^  a  native  with  whom  he  had  been  in  hahil&  af  ailrifit.  iati- 
aoacy,  h(B  waa  arrested  wiAhoiit^  any  previoua  notice^  ar  amn 
the  fonnaUty  ef  demsgading  a  aettlem^nk  The  desaand, 
on  which  the  ai»tioa  waa.  ffrotanded,  oviginAM  imm  wmniif 
90oount  between  the  pavlies,  and  the  lealtbnlaiiae.dtta  w» 
a  mere  trifle.  Tlie.  aidieA,  howsTer,  was  takc^  out  finr  the 
full  sum  that  appeased  oo  the  hoalks  eC  Iha  plniniiiTi  and 
M  he  waa  a  man  of  extensive  eennexMnii,  and:  Iha  ether  a 
atrangec,  no  one  ohoee  to  offend  the  nativn.  b]^beean»tng 
ball,  and  conaeqaently  the  formcF^  who  wap  also  an.  in«* 
kaeper,  waa.  hurried  to  pdaen,  hia  famfwork  atoppad,  hia 
Kouse  abut,  ap,  and  all  his  affairs  «hrown^iBlo  eawfiisien,  as 
indead  was  the  design  of  the  pbustiff;  whose  okgeet  wa*  to 
harass,  and,  if  possible,  run  his  adrersary  ^  and  altheugii 
«^  sixJBQi^'  lAoaroeraAieii  he  nan  scUaaed  upon  baii^ 
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'Imd  ihoA  finaUjr  a  iwdgmlmt  was  glfeH^  i^edkldiilf  «li^  d6. 
JiriAKdi  ilf  hh  adv^tidry  mora  ttan  tviKy-thMlr^  yet  Wtui  lids 
terdy  aad  in^ftrient  act  of  juirtuKi  a  t0ry  ^r  t^eecMiSpeade 
l«r  It  mis^  «h^  retlffaei},  to  ftdd  fei&  ftlhn  uiise^cld,  his 
MmM  mmd  9r&pi  ^astod^  hM  tradi^  ftdleK  i«t6otller  kandil, 
and  his  whole  afikirs  in  a  state  of  irretrieTable  ruin^  ifct^agh 
M  tie  iteiieiit  df  Us  arresi  ill  had  h^n  pf^perons  and 
«asjr.  Oat»  it  he  wteifewd  at,  that  hi|  s(«#lti^M^ttdk  tritdAr 
4keaiaMiOay  aad  w  a^  shott  Hmef  h^  fall  fl  t^ic^m  to  fHb 
SMHae  *f  his  fMrMaater. 

.  Anaihhr^  iaid  sdmswMt  wtmiim^  itakniiiie^j  ddcj^ed  i*  the 
4aitB  0f  DMghs^  ^mly  tbwt  i^  this  Oatoe  the  misfdrtane  re^ 
anhad puK^ly  fram ^hefitdtitaf  «h^  ki^Sy  Without  pr^m€<di^ 
tatsan.  as  dMgau  A  patHy  hretra^  vhib  ati^esited  and  iiti^ 
fm^amei for  addnnnid  ctf  ;;£l40y  h^y  the  itdministrators  of  & 
daeeaaed  atendnttty  wks  fstttvded  ^eir  dkMgfiy  a^  tlif^y 
fUaveilnBA  acUtoaMadgad,  aihifdy  oil  «  e^^tm^e  that  4 
quantity  of  Marki3^,  df  aAioh  ao  Mcdaat  was  iH  he  found 
mthehooiwaC  thadeesasad,  aufsfh^eheen  sold  by  him 
M  thia  btrewer,  heeame  thdy  Wi^tf  ktid^h  id  tek^e  dealingi  ^ 
tai^aMrar,  anAAaMM^a  4fe<  iaMr  bre>v^er  was(  b^Beted  to  bd 
ol  a  aUrwtar  Kttely  toljike:  s«*v«ii?tag^  of  any  neglect  o^ 
oamsibnl  aal  thri  ^rtof  Adf  aiardiMt,  i^l  ord^f  to  eVadd 
yaytMat.  Onr  na  brtlfr  grounds  than-  thf^se,  tMA  acftont 
wi«a  fliaiitlBtaed'  Aroiigh  lour  moiMilis^  du^ii^g  which  thd 
aMMitlay  id  paisa^v  bis  wife  aattdkikit  #4^€r  reduced  to  ab-i 
adlttle  waat  I  Us  stock  of  hiaer  eaiii'dy  spoiled !  andf  hi^ 
tftdi#j)'deiKaiding  Wialty  dw  fah'  pcfifsoMl  exertions,  com- 
|Md>  annitaiiatoi.  iUv thd  ewl  of  thM  tiiiie  it  turned  ouf, 
mat:  lbs  only  elainv  wliibfa  aoaid  be  pro»red  aghast  him  vni^ 
isr  £%.  AmA  the  only  jlisttficatiow  «fiefiapted  io  be  s^  up; 
ixk  axtolaialion  mt  proeaadinga  ^  fabysh  aAd  oppr^lriv^, 
wha£siiBdad  on  tbapvariMisclmrsut^tei^  of  Me  suflferer ;  attf 
tfpakigi^  wifciah  can  nmep  te  adMtted  ato-  suffld^t!^,  si^ee^  if 
is  okTiMftsv.  thMt  wHai;  waa  danie  in  %\Aii  eas«  n^ij^C  jSkit  atf 
wNtt  aaatnrragainf totally  otlN»p«M>%  M-41to^l(«sU)fe'of  a" 
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.vindiciive  creditor,  4Nr  indeed  of  no  erediAor  at  «H;  md 
assuredly. to  sequester  ^thotm  uf^m  a  doubtfol  pointy  to  do- 

.  prive  a  family  of  support,  and  snbject  property  to  arbitrary 
removal  and  injury,  as  wdl  as  to  detain  the  body  of  tiie 
debtor,  is.  utterly  inponsiatent  ifith  all  the  priac^les  of 

Justice !. 

But  that  such,  notv^itbsta4idin|r»  ^^  the.  law.  of  tlie  land, 
I  have  the  autbority  of  .one  of  tbe  highest  legal  officers  to 

.assert..  A  question  bl^vin^  boon  subeutted  to  fakn,  in  the 
case  of  a  person  iocarcerated  for  a  debt. of  two'  hundred 
pounds,  (the  debtor  bating  efecta.  on  the  island>  in  &rm 
produce  and  stock  to  at  least  the  Toloe  of  ^i3M,)  wheAer 
his  family  might  subtract  so  much  froo^ithe  bulk  of  grain 
aad  other  articles  as  would  support  them  till  the  matter 
came  to  a  decision  ?  The  answer  to. whieh  was  a  peeitite 
and  unqualified  negative,  with  a  dedaralioo,  that  pending 
the  questiofi  nothing  must  be  touebed,  the  whole  being 
virtually  uader  arrest,  and  subjected. to  the  demand. 

Unreasonable  as  these  proceedinga  may  appear,  they  are 
yet  exceeded  by  the  ezieting  law,  or  perhaps  I  shonld 
qpeak  more  accurately  if  I  waa  to  say  j  the  existing  practiee, 
between  landlprd.  aad  tenant :  to  which,  however,  both  na- 
tives find  strangers  are  equally  hahle..  A  landlord^  ifloone* 
diately  on  payment  of  one  year's  c^i^t,  or.  within  fourteen 
days  after  it  become^  due,  can  arreat  the  property  on  Ae 
premises  for  the  ensiiiog  year.  This  is  done  by  the  ccwoner 
for  that  sheading,  vtho  takes  a  jury  of  four  persons  to 
value  the  effects ;  aad  as  the  law.  provides^  that  if  such  ef- 
facts  when  sold  dp  not  r^bse  the  .valuation,  the  said  jury 
are  compellable  to.  pay  for  .them  .at  the  prioes  affixed,  it 
may  therefore  easily,  be.  ij9>agioed,  they  will  take  good  care 
to  make  ample  aHovfrance  for  contingencies.  If  the  pro- 
perty arrested  is  growing  com,  or  hay  grass,  theikmer  is 
restrained  even  from  cutting,  or  oanyin|^  it :  at  the  harveet 
all  he  has  a  right  to  do  is  ,tP  g^e  notice  to  the  proper  offi« 
cer,  who  is  ex^joined  to  we  due  diligence,  to  protect  the 
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.fprain.  Few  femersy  however,  could  be  very  edsy  under 
the  exertton  of  this -second  hand  diligence/  Meantime  an 
«tteB»pt  to  sell  any  part  of  the  property,  or  in  any  way  to 
:idter  the  istate  of  what  is  so  arrested,  (though  it  shall  be 
iproyed  to  be  with  the  intention  of  applying  the  proceeds  to 
jpay  the  rent,)  subjects  the  tenant  to  imprisonment,  from 
which  h^  can  only  be  released  on  giVing-  bail  to' double  the 
amammt  of  the  current  rent.  To  dwell  longer  on  this  would 
be  absurd  ;  the  bare  statement  is  fully  sufficient,  borne  out 
fts  it  is  by  a>  recent  ease  well  known  in  the  island,  and  which 
il  bave  no  doubt  will  awaken  attention,  and  may  probably 
procure  redress.  -  ' 

.  Perhaps  no  mazin  can  be  more  true  than  that  to  com* 
prebend  an  evil  in  its  full  extent,  we  must  be  in  some  way 
exjpo9eA  to  its  operation  or  influence;  for  on  no  other 
grounid  can  we  account  for  the  jealousy  evinced  by  the 
Manx^  legislature  in  guarding  the  personal  liberties  and 
privileges  of  natives,  and  the  complete  indifference  exhi-^ 
bited  by  that  body  on  the  same  subject  as  referring  to 
atraagers.  To  such  a  pitch,  indeed,  has  thb  coercive  spi- 
rit.beeii  camed,  that  an  insolvent  act,  though  loudly  called 
tuft  in  the  island,  and  even  recommended  by  the'interference 
of  the* House  of  Commons  of  England,  was  withheld  and 
opposed  in  all  its  stages;  nor,  I  believe,  would  it  ever 
have  been  granted,  had  not  a  very  plain  intimation  been 
given,  that  if  such  a  measure  for  the  relief  of  the  unfor- 
tunate did  not  originate  with  the  insular  government,  the 
British  Parliament  would  exert  their  own  authority  in  th^ 
cause  of  humanity.  In  consequence  of  this  hint,  and  its 
being  warmly  supported  in  the  house  of  keys  by  Mr.  Cur-' 
wen,  then  member  for  Carlisle,  and  also  one  of  the  keys, 
who  declared,  if  it  failed  there  he  would  move  it  in  his 
place  in  England,  the  act  at  last  did  pass,  by  which  a  pri- 
soner, after  an  imprisonment  of  one  year,  might  be  released 
on  the  usual  conditions,  of  a  complete  surrender  of  effects ; 
but  the  term  of  this  act  being  limited  to  two  y^ars,  is  now 
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Marly  e«pif«d.  It  ig  rtvnrkftUs  lliat^  bf  &•  Uanx  kwt, 
9,  debtor  has  an  aUowuca  of  only  da.  par  weak  tnm  Ma 
cradiiory  on  fMiToriaf  vp  Ua  wbalo  eflbeta,  or  I  akoiiM 
ratkav  any,  aftar  hi^  praforty  haa  kaaa  takan  from  Uiir; 
If hiab  attow«Mo  ia  ewntviaHy  to  ha  added  io  Ilia  arigtod 
4ebt.  Wlicaeaf  aperaofeoanfinodiMlqraciitdaalobargfl, 
ca^ahM  is.  par  diam  doriaf  Ua  iadpriadmaMty  ami  MUdae 
hia  afiaota;  ao  that  il  ahauid  aaani,  ia  Mie  e^aa  af  Hda 
H^ialaiwret  *a  mna  of  povvrty  ia  aalhMtad  aa  daac#tia^ 
«iMk  aiore  aaTore  pnniaknaHt  tlnni  ia  ifttMadl  mt  brtMhan 
of  tho  law ;  mara  eapccaaNy  aaii  iva  rafa  tlbiwy  to  aM  <be 
beayiest  offences  yisited  with  any  other  poMdly^  it'Koapi  % 
tasykpopary  incareeraiioii.  B^en  w  a  aaao  of  anafdar,  and 
that  pveUy  wall  prtaiFod,  Aa  wr4bt  rotaanadt  Mug  muik 
alaughtcr,  ihocriipiBaleacapeA  wiihoi*rthraei»c)<fcaro»a^ 
fiiOeiMniy*  iKh^ieaa  I  have  Ina^tB  m  dabior  biagrtafc*  t» 
Caatla  Raaheib  aight  yms  aftar  toi  had  fdiMfMiM  Iha 
laat  K6«wia»i  of  hi»  paopcaiy . 

^  I  aH«dt  toaia  caicrcfoB^r^NeVj  nAotite  ilidMeirftt  the  namlclrdridi 

he  had  iei||etnited  this  cria« -with  M  much.  d^iU)«r«l^ 

ihg  of  a  poker,  with  which  he  struck  the  blows  whicjLoocaiimed  h»  dttth  ; 

jef  was  the  verdict  such  as  I  hare  recorded  above. 
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CommenH  an  the  actual  State  of  Society  in  the  tshtnd-^ 
Characteristics  of  the  Natives-^The  Clergy — Method- 
ists. 

JElAViNG  BOW  gitm  as  fliU  att  aeooMt  ^  Ae  \A%iwf 
0i  tha  klaa4  aa  my  waiarials  will  atlow^  mid  inipaiftially 
poialed  a«4  Ibe  local  diaarfvanlaf  ea  a  atranger  may  Mave  !« 
•naoiMiltr,  1  araat  daaoeod  frov  the  eharaetar  of  aii  Malny 
fiaa;  and  m  order  to  form  a  more  aeeuralo  ^*  chart  ds0 
pmys,^*  H  win  ba  needCal  to  introdiiee  both  aneedole  anA 
iladif  idnal  elMnraof«r,  aa  ftir  a»  they  iMy  serve  to  ilfuatyate^ 
tka  preaeBt'  atate  af  aooiety  and  BManerv,  aad  esabia  mf 
readeaa  to  Judgfe  how  fkr  I  a»  oorreot  io  the  asaertloa  iHtb 
whieh  i  set  o«l>  tllat  tho  Maad  oflkva  a  fa^rouraMe  retreats 
^«a  porioifa  of  smaHf  fortime^  aad  aoo^rato  babita. 

la  Ao  mindobf  those  who  have  tHougkt  of  this  pladeat 
Mj  f^atroa^pfejuiKee  has  hitherto  enisted  aji^siiiat  it»  as  i^ 
m^eaaylam  where  debtors  aright  ^dothe  claima  of  their 
oreditors!  That  tho  proteotioB  hitherto  gran^ied  by  the* 
kwa  of  the  ialandf  has^  m*  many  iaataBces,  inrited  the  mf^ 
priiMipled  and  extRi«<agaJat  to  a  temporary  residenoe,  eair^ 
med  bedenleNl;  but  it  is  equally  It  tie,,  that  in  Tarious  essesr 
it  has  aflord(ed  a  retreat ^  where  by  the  practice'  of  economy 
ttose  aflhirs'  have  beei»  retrieved,  and  debta  paid,  wfaieft' 
IteA'the  hidividuala  been-  anbjeeted'  to  imprisonment,  vntif 
its  asttendnnrt  disadTmitages-  and  espemes,  never  wonid 
Movo  been  dS^teA:  b«t  at  present  the  queaiien  in  all  ita* 
Bearings  may  be  laid  aside  as  of  no  farther  importlAnco. 

The  inottlar  legislatare,  inflaeneed»  by  a  requisition  froni> 
tho  Diilish'  government,  have-  thrown  open  a*  door  io  the* 
recovery  of  foreign-  debts ;  and  the  consequences  of  thnr 
mt  aro,  for  the  present,  moat  seriously  felt  in  the  ishuffd. 
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vhere  the  sums  brought  id  by*  straagen  increased  the  dr^ 
culatioD,  and  gave  the  necesaary  stimulus  to  comiBeie0> 
and  agriculture;  but  these  very  circumstances  concur  t4^ 
form  a  roost  favourable  era  for  the  introduction  of  those  ta 
whom,  I  am  of  opinion,  the  island  presents  advantages  b^ 
where  else  to  be  found  in  the  United  Kingdom. 

In  Great  Britain,  by  the  inroads  of  luxury  and  the  tre«» 
mendous  increase  of  taxation,  existence  is  absolutely  de* 
nied  to  that  class. which  formerly  constituted  the  middle 
rank ;  whereas  in  the  Isle  of  Mao,  these  are  precisely  the^ 
persons  best  calculated  to  harmonise  with  the  nutfuieffa  and 
customs  of  its  inhabitants,  in  whose  character  habituaL 
economy  fonns  a  very  leading  trait.  By  the  vast  increase^ 
of  trade  and  commerce  in  England,  and  the  coivseq^uent' 
influx  of  wealth,  things  have  completely  changed  .their 
names,  whilst  their  natures  have  undergone  no  alteration. 
Prudence  is  now  degraded  into  par^impny,  and  prodigality, 
has  assumed  the  honourable  title  of  liberality ;  hnt,  as  ii^ 
this  isolated  spot  it. has  frequently  happened,  that  people 
have  had  to  contemplate  the  result  of  this  transposilion  of 
terms,  divested  of  the  .glare  attending  its  progress,  aa 
whilst  the  pbce  afforded  an  asylum  to  the  debtor,  they  too* 
often  found,  that  those  who  fled  from  the  consequences  of 
extravagance  on  one  side  the  water,  brought  the  same 
habits  of  expense  and  disorder  to  the  other;  and  as  sock 
characters  are  usually  actuated  by  a  sovereign  contempt 
for  those  little  minds  who  limit  their  expenses  within  their 
means,  the  legitimate  fruit  of  this  combination  of  profusion 
and  scorn  was  distrust  «nd  aversion.  Hence  it  has  become 
a  rule  that  the  stranger, .  who  would  live  well  witb  the  na- 
tives, was  compelled  to  adopt  their  customs,  and  above  all 
things  found  it  requisite  to  avoid  every  appearamce  4^ 
profusion.  When  it  is  considered  how  much  we  are  the 
creatures  of  example,  and  how  many  foolish  things  axe- 
done  for  no  better  reason  than  because  others  d^  them,  or 
to  evade  the  suspicion  of  poverty,  the  value  of  this  remark^^ 
able  feature  must  be  duly  appreciated. 


^tlM,  >N4ieii  I  li^^rt  tlieiBd  to  be  lidlli«t  «iie  ttor  l!i^  oth#i 
Tbo96  chaTfidtefi^tAci6 1  bate  inuttieratcld,  n  jgetitMlf  %ei- 
Ibng^tng^  to  the  retiige^  ^etffiitg^  here,  atvd  the  high  aM 
usually  assnined  b;^  tbem,  certainly  prfev^nted  a^y  tfegrM 
bf  intimaby  beftween  tvro  sets  of  p^epl^,  irftese  arrange^ 
ifttols  ir4^  tetany  df^sMiilar.  Nor  would  ft  "hkrh  ha4  an^ 
ttSiiet  te  {/ro^ineihg  tmaolknity,  had  Afe  Manx  bainrded  fheir 
ttorab  by  an  tHempt  M  asshnilatiofi.  But  U  does  not  fol- 
low Itetth^  same  avtn-sion  to  ektend  the  drcle  o!^  sM^ety^ 
Irottld  opi^raftfe  to  the  exclusion  of  j^raons  more  consonant 
t6  thefldseltes.  I  beHeve  the  very  contra^  wiff  be  the  cas^^ 
Und  that  a  short  time  iM  suttee  to  root  6tft  aH  pr<>[adfce^ 
irti  this  snbfect.  M^imwUI^y  in  the  lAe  of  Itan,  wo  siicri^ 
fice  is  exacted  to  ostentation.  There  ts  110  scUe  oi  eitpcfncib 
^stabHihed,  to  Wh!cH  dll  mfust  confoM,  who  wonld  ^pr^serve 
*k  tiespeetAbility  of  tippfearafnce.  Th^'  tHAfHe  asAieMon,^  **  t 
conirot  afibrd  H,^'  is  accepted  as  bbtir  rbasonabU  and  heu 
honraMe ;  and  those  whobe  turret  expenees  are  completely 
%6undf*d  by  their  in^onofe,  oc6upy  a  more  advantag«^nt 
Utatibn  in  the  eyes  of  fheir  contemporaries,  than  those  who^ 
to  malte  k  great  show/  go  not  only  to  the  extent  of  thefr 
^toten^,  but  i^eep  their  credit  al^o  t>ti  the  Mil  stretch. 

Aitother  advantage,  partictflarly  to  young  h'onsekeepertr^ 
is,  th6  entire  abtrenoe  tfi  hixuries ;  the  marfcets  olKr  feilr 
telnptatidns,  and  the  shops  very  IfttM  beyoi6d  artic^les  dF. 
H^es^ty.  Here  are  neither  public  places  nor  gamilag  ta- 
llies, eveik  tavern  sheetings  are  little  firequented,  and  the 
possibility  of  extravagance  hardly  exists.  When  to  this  ft 
added  the  entire  freedbm  firom  taxation,  it  must  be  e^dent> 
that  a  rek'y  narrow  income,  With  tolerable  maiiagement^ 
mdy  support  a  ftimily  ita  this  idland,  to  whom  it  would 
h^dly  give  food  ih  Oreat  Britaho. 

Another  paitlculalr  hiost  ftivourable  to  the  mafaitenancb 
<yf  economy  Iie«  in  the  habits  df  the  house-servants,  whii> 
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.bein^  uually  traiAed  up  in  Maax  famiUet^  haTeiyi  ides  of 
jtbat  expeDsWe  gcale  of  rights  and  priyilegesy  whicb  has 
crept  in  by  combination  and  sofferaace  in  other  countriei ; 
but  it  is  a  necessary  caution  to  those  who  would  profit  by 
ihe  established  customs,  to  warn  tbem  that  they  must  not 
Attempt  to  mix  the  native  domestics  with  any  others ;  and 
that  tl^ey  must  make  themseWes .  acquainted  with,  and 
steadily  enforce  the  established  practices  of  the  country. 
The  servants  have,  in  general,  but  a  limited  knowledge  of 
their  duties,  but  with  a  little  instruction  prove,  useful  and 
active.  The  regular  times  of  hiring  is  at  May  and  Novem- 
ber, for  the  ensuing  six  months.  If  the  persons  hired 
absent  themselves  from  their  service  within  the  term  of 
/engagement,  they  are  liable  to  imprisonment ;  if  dismissed 
by  the  hirer,  the  full  wages  must  be  paid :  these  are.  mode- 
rate, and  vary  according  to  the  abilities  of  the  subject 
f  It  is  universally  allowed,  that  no  class  have  a  peater 
influence  in  forming  the  character  of  society  at  large  than 
.the  clergy,  and  I  shall  enter  on  this  subject  with  great 
■pleasure,  as  it  relates  to  those  of  the  Isle  of  Man,  whom  I 
consider  as  deserving  the  most  honourable  ^mention.  To 
the  indolence,  carelessness,  and  even  irreligion,  too  oftw 
exhibited  in  persoQS  holding  the  office.of  ministers  in  Eng- 
land and  Ireland,  it  is,,!  believe,  universally  admitted, 
much  of  the  ordinary  vices  of  the  lower  orders  of  people 
may  be  ascribed.  The  remark  is  trite,  but  not  the  less  true, 
that  a  precept  has  little  influence,  when  example,  takes  a 
contrary  direction.  The  graces  of  elocution,  the  charms 
of  learning,  the  finest  taste  in  the  choice  of  discourse8,,.can 
never  counterbalance  th^  mischiefs  effected  by  a  negligent 
or  immoral  pastor;  his  Sunday  lectures  cap.  have  no 
weight,  whilst  his  weekly  practice  carries  him  through  the 
haunts  of  vice  and  dissipation.  Happily  for  this  island^  the 
inhabitants  cannot,  from  experience,  appreciate  the  veracity 
of  this  ms^pn  amongst  the  whole  order  of  Manx  clergy, 
tfaoagh  some  may  be  deficient  in  learniogi  and  eveain  thi^t 
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elevated  strain  of  piety  so  necessary  to  give  full  efficacy  to 
the  doctrines  they  teach.  Yet  I  will  undertake,  without 
fear  of  contradiction,  to  say,  {here  are  few,  if  any,  striking 
instances  of  dereliction  from  their  duties,  and  that,  gene- 
rally speaking,  the  established  habits  of  the  whole  body  arQ 
cons^onant  to  the  best  ^ules  of  orthodoxy.' 

When  Bishop  Wilson  first  settled  in  the  Isle  of  Man,  he 
found  the  clergy  sunk  in  ignorance,  and  not  remarkable 
for  propriety  of  conduct ;  he  speedily  saw  the  necessity  of 
striking  at  the  root  of  an  evil  so  extensive  in  its  conse- 
quences, and  he  began  by  establishing  a  seminary  under 
flis  own  roof,  where,  with  unwearied  pains,  he  trained  up 
future  candidates  for  the  ministry.  The  benefits  of  this 
excellent  plan  are  not  yet  exhausted,  the  pupils  of  his  pu- 
pils are  stilt  alive  to  propagate  the  blessing. 
'  If  the  Manx  clergy  are  a  little  deficient  in  the  exterior 
polish'  of  those  attainments  derivable  from  a  college  edu- 
cation, Oiey  are,  at  least,  preserved  from  the  contagion  of 
vices  too  often  attendant  on  a  superior  cotirse  of  instruc-' 
tion,'  and  retain  a  simplicity  of  character,  and'  correctness 
of  manners,  more  conducive  to  the  general  good  of  those 
Aey  have  to  instruct,  than  greater  learning  would  prove 
with  less  humility. 

Much  emulation  in  reading  and  speaking  has,  of  late^ 
prevailed  amongst  the  younger  candidates;  and  the  im-- 
provement  in  these  particulars  has  been  very  striking,  eveu 
i^rithin  the  term  of  my  own  observation.  Great  part  of  this 
evident  change  in  oratory  may  be  ascribed  to  the  influence 
of  Hike  present  bishop,  whose  discourses,  which  he  delivers 
^ith  calm,  but  energetic  solemnity,  are  particularly  im- 
pressive. Indeed,  it  may  be  truly  said,  that'his  lordship's 
example,  as  well  as  his  vigilant  superintendence,  are  highly ' 
conducive  to  the  preservation  of  religion  in  his  dioce^^,  as  * 
-wen  as  to  the  general  amelioration  of  manners  both  in  his 
clergy  and  people,  his  own  character  being  embellished 
frith  all  the  graces  derivable  from  the  high  polish  of  ete*  ' 


m  HISTORV  or  T^E 

r9.M[  flooifty,  eoinbiped  and  corrected  Vj  i^  f«iAmBW| 
^nd  moderation  of  geotiiiie  ChristUnitj. 

ITbe  senrice  is  performed  ia  most  qoantry  churchy  aller«t 
Hately  in  Eo^lish  and  Manx ;  in  Uie  towns  of  Doa^bv  wA 
Castletown,  the  former  language  is  adopted  exciu9iTel|'« 
The  livings  are  none  of  thev  largf ^  bnt  they  are  Jgt^tt^, 
equally  diatributed ;  the  highest  does  Bo(  exceed  «S950),  ^r 
the  lowest  fall  beneath  £s6  per  annum.  Tbe  eeiiTiee'  of  % 
curate  is  almost  unkoawn^  and  re«|idence  ¥^y  strictly  m^ 
forced.  I  haye  witnessed,  with  ple^qre»  tbe  r^q>l»ct  imi*« 
▼ersally  shown  to  the  clevgyman  and  his  family  in  ^OTecidl 
parishes,  where  such  obsenrationa  hate  oqHm  witbin  n^ 
reach ;  and  the  peaoeful  and  orderly  ajrrangementa.  qf  tlf^M 
▼illage-pastors  in  tl^eif  houses,  bas  forcibly  remiBded  m^ 
of  Goldsmith's  description  of  a  similar  cbarMten 

To  partioularis^e  some  cannot  be  done  withoni  qyualice 
to  others.  But  there  is  one  minister  in  the  island^  m  wbeae 
eulogy,  I  belioTe,  all  parties  will  cencnr  with  unqnali- 
fied  approbation.  I  respect  the  pious  «iid  una^ei^ted  hjg^ 
mility  of  this  gentleman^s  mind  toe  mncjb  io  mention  l^ 
i^ame.  Put,  as  **  the  friend  of  Han,'*  it  tittie  ttQivei^lf 
accorded  him,  he  is  well  l^nowqi  in  his  little  ci^cle»  whecc^ 
his  paternal  care  is  actiTely  employed  to  beoeftt  and  in^ 
struct  i  nor  dpes  he  confine  his  pioHs-  ^del|▼Ol^«.  to  ike 
narrow  Ui^iits  of  his  own  parish — ^hi^  writings  and^  exhorU. 
atioiis  take  a  mojre  ei|:tended  range,,  and  the  go/od  he  is.  ^-^^ 
abled  to  effect  muf t  return  in  blessings  ojd  himaelf. 

The  service  of  tbe  church  is  attended  by  th/9  laiity,  iiith 
an  a.ppqaranoe  of  devotion,  vei^  edifying  to  witneas ;  mat 
is  tbe  rest  of  the  Sabbath  prpfaned  by  riots,  and  dninkfMH 
ness,  as  is,  too  often  tbe  case  in  lai^ger  communities.  A  ^^i^ 
walk,  or  a  little  chat  from  house  to  bonf  e  amongst  this,  der 
c(»nt  villagers,  e^ms  <o  bou^d  tbe  Sunday  dAVf^esiona. 

The  Methodists  are^  in  this  isbind,  an  increasi^  sest« 
II  appenre^  that,  from  their  fi^t  injit^tiition,  th^  kf^y^e  been 
fayottvably  re<mTo4  ha^^  s»'hnn^e9Qr<b^9yi,ihie«Mte^  wInu- 
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T^e^l^jf,  fil^  wilted  l|)«m  ivt  1W7,  «af4  of  UmyJUifi^, «  W« 
^▼«  no.  «ttf^  Qircmt  «ith0r  ia  SoglcMid  ^c  belM4;  U  m 
ifliui  up  fccm  tlie  warl4i  44wre  ^^  qp  <)ispiitet  of  My  kiiAi 
GoTernor,  bishop,*  clergy,  ^yy^^afi  i|otr^4^  4iAtvs^  u/^^n 

^W|^l^  Wt.4myi!  iret^ifOonn^  CWMt^ifits."  XMt 
tiuuc  deTotiMi  is  tos.  ^athiifliasiift  Bmst  hs  A^BiiitAd  1  abiI 

ilift  JA/»*itta^  M  Bttdoahiedls  more  IhftB  enomoiuL.  iLbficonuA 
highly  daimf^tiw*  -  3Ht.  thM<^  «b«tract  pwits,  ar#  noit  t)|#sf| 

tin^j^  irtlvMn  we^  gf  «f  imUjF  ^A»9pM  to*,  oc  f  ^#n.  co^sM^M 
l(|r  Ui^  <«»eoi^9ts'j  Md  tlHHtfh#imi«fflih9ig)iM  pertoiif^ 
iMf  4iiC^a.4^  4Mig9r  tp  tb«  QhivMhi a^d  8|AtA»  fr^a  4jImi 

tliuM  tb^^ry  of  thp  gfett  v^^ss,  if  4ttly  <tiM»li|Cfid»  v^ald  kfK 
ffwd  to  Iw  fli  nuurb  «xaiM.  hj  4^mg^vtipi«^o|  ^n^lftHh 
if;  generMi;  as  agaip^  the  JKLottydiits  i&  p^ftifviliv-  At 
t|fry  l»t^«.  ea^m,«tt«Mii^  lo  4wty,  or  oyfo^itipii  t4»  pr«v»i^<i 
iUff  ylmi»  h;»9tboeffo6ttofi|iMtliohttMiii4rOi;y  9^ 
<»Mjr-  Aiynyiiwg  to  t)io  prenomt  sjaton,  diinnM^ii^^  4%^ 
iMun^^ars^.  ^  pr^fcno  «^faiH\g,  aco  a^  rioea  vioi4e^t  tO' 
hjmm  aaturot  and  foip  n^chxban^<9PmiMw4»  w  ^  mf^l^fV 
eiipryi  4Iawaiwp»  o|id  aovktjwittoliy  to  hi^u  bi  lyii^  ^  jm^- 
€opto.o|  ow  SmwMix  agiaaat  piM^iial  iudgw^iiU*  ^^t  ^u^ 
aaldoiPI  a«M  tint  aana  forhoarwoe  4»hihiind  ia  d^rxwc  ^' 
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no  ottttrard  erridence  impeacbes  it,  it  yet  a  mlijact  of  oott*-' 
tinual  fluspieioii:  in  short,  hypotriay,  whether  real  or 
imaginary,  seems  to  include  all  the  deadly  sins ;  and  ttf 
erade  thb  charge,  no  hazard,  not  even  that  of  our  eternal 
happiness,  is  thought  too  much. 

The  evil  consequences  to  the  rising  generation  of  this' 
aftcted  candour  in  estimating  real  vices,  and  this  fearful 
avoidance  of  assuming  virtue,  must  be  obvious.  Childreii^ 
who  continually  hear  all  professions  of  piety  ridiculed,  and 
suspected,  must  naturally  look  on  devotion  as  useless  or 
aftcted ;  and  whilst  erery  mention  of  a  fiftare  state,  land 
every  quotation  from  Scripture  is  avoided  as  MethodislScal 
cant,  I  would  fain  Itnow  by  what  intuition  lihey  are  to  ob« 
tain  the  knewledge,  wMeh,  I  trust,  we  are  nM  yet  arrived 
at  the  pilch  of  denying,  is  necessary  to  salvation. 

My  object  in  this  digression  is  by  no  meant  to  adrocata 
the  cause  of  enthuiiiBsm,  I  only  seek  to  decry  absohi£e  ir- 
idigion.  All  that  is  done  by  the  Methodists,  zhd  much 
mord  than  they  can  eSbct,  would  be  far  betlier  performed 
by  the  enlightened  and  rational  clergy  of  the  estabfished 
•hureh^  if  they  weuld  only  exert  themselves  heartily  and 
eonscientiottsly  in  the  cause;  for  I  fully  agree  with  the 
author  I  have  before  quoted,  (Dr.  Paley,)  who  says,  -^  I 
have  never  yet  attended  a  meeting  of  the  Metimdists,  but 
I  came  aif  ay  vritii  the  reflection,  how  dflTerent  what  I  heard 
was  from  the  sobriety,  the  good  sense,  and  I  may  add,'  the 
ftntogth  and  autiiority  of  our  Lord*s  discourses:**  and, 
tiierefore,  though  I  would  rather  hare  the  lower  orders  in* 
ttrneted  in  matters  of  religion,  even  by  the  Methodists, 
tiian  remain  completely  in  ignorance,  yet  in  the  Isle  of 
Man,  where  no  such  neglect  subsists,  and  vrhere  the  clergy,^ 
from  the  head  of  the  church  to  the  youngest  member  of  the 
dass,  are  both  adequate  to  tlunr  office,  and  aealeus  in  per- 
forming the  duties  eigoined  on  themi  I  think  interlopers 
are  worse  4han  useless. 
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Further  Observations  an  the  Society — An  Example  pre^ 
sented  to  the  Ladies  for  their  Imitation^  deduced  whoUf 
from  NatiTC  Excellence — The  Peasantry — Review  of 
the  State  of  Society  at  different  Periods — Contrast 
between  the  Natives  and  Strangers — Anecdote  of  the 

'  Latter. 

Jl  HE  flitaation  of  Qie  Isle  of  .Man,  slowly  eiMrging  from 
a  state  of  defuression^  has  been,  for  the  last  three  eentimes^ 
pecuUarlj.uiilayoiurable  to  litferature.  The  supply  of  bodily 
wants  will  always  supersede  the  improvenient  of  the  mind* 
Hitherto  the.  people  haTolearnt  only  to  Iito^  they  may  now 
'<  Uto  to  learn.'' .  Bat  though  little  has.been  done  at  home, 
the  island  has  nevertheless  afforded  some  excellent  speci- 
mens^ of  the  effects  of  foreign  culture  on  natiye  taleQt ;  aud 
when  recalling;^  the  names  of  those  who,  owing  their  birth 
to  this  confined  sphere,  hate  contributed  to  adorn,  instruct, 
or  defend,  the  parent  state,  etery  Manxman  will  record 
with  pride  the  distinguished  names  of  Colonel  Mark 
Wilkes,  the  historian  of  India;  the  learned  lexicographer, 
Dr.  Kelly;  Captains  Hey  wood  and  Kelly,  of  the  royal 
navy,  gentlemen  not  more  distinguished  for  courage  and 
enterprise,  than  for  science  in  their  profession :  these  are 
all  luminaries  of  the  present  day,  and  dooblless  tiiere  ipay 
be  many  npore  e(|ually  worthy  of  notice.  I  have  heard,  of 
only  ope  native  poet,  and  his  talents,  though  certmnly 
above  mediocrity,  were  suffered  to  evaporate  in  local  satire, 
of  which  the  humour  is  now  lost;  and  in  course  the  mo- 
mentary oorruscations  attendant  on  his  essays,  have  ex>» 
pired  with  the  subjects  whence  they  sprung.  . 

.  On  the  whole^  I  believe  it  must  be  admitted,  that  Mona 
is  not  poetic  ground ;  and  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  qharao* 
,ter  of  the  Manx,  wben.it  shall  be  completely  developed. 
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will  be  foand  better  adapted  to  solid  attainmentay  fbaa  t» 
those  flights  of  fancy,  which  carry  the  eatboaiast  into  the 
regions  of  fictioa. 

Bat  eten  to  the  due  cuUiTation  of  those  talents  derired 
from  nature  roucb  is  still  wanting,  and  the  foundation  of 
scholastic  learning  is  yet  to  be  laid. '  The  very  heary  ex* 
pence,  as  well  as  the  incontenience  attendant  on  sending 
boys  to  tSngtand,  restrains  roost  families  from  adopting 
this  plan,  whilst  those  who  do  it  are  apt  to  shorten  their 
course  so  much  that  few  hare  the  advantage  of  a  regidav 
IkliicatiM ;  And  ihuii  each  yoting  nfan,  id  tNrtHpatiii^  the 
ttttainments  of  his  contemporaH^^  ^itklils  own,  finds  Ateti 
so  nearl;^  on  a  Scale,  that  be  has  ho  IntAeittettt  fr6m  ernn^ 
latioh  to  adtance  nearct  the  goal. 

Wheneter  the  t>^s«tift  dass  of  p^^dagognei  shall  git^ 
place  to  only  one  or  two  scho<Ana8tef%  of  Ml  ItsaiMng, 
Ihis  great  disadraotage  will  bie  orercotoe ;  attd  as  I  kttOr# 
ho  place  that  dt^s  a  hUter  opening  to  persons  in  this  Hne, 
t  trust  the  attempt  will  yet  be  made :  bat  to  4kt  stttc^Ass  i/t 
ftui^h  an  nnd^Makhig  itroddfaiidn  o^  terms  at^  eifsential  at 
the  oatset,  the  vahre  of  education  not  btlag  mfSd^itf 
appreciated  td  cotfamand  f>rdfQ8e  returns,  espiBciidHy  before 
the  inhabitants  have  ascertained  the  real  existence  til  those 
^Mliti^,  ^bieb  ffa^  hate  been  tatigbt  to  d6ubt»  fhtai  the 
extravagant  and  nnfounded  pret^nslcns  by  wbi6h  they  hfave 
too  often  been  duped. 

Ithe  Manx  ladies  wonld  have  Just  caiise  of  cnrnpldnt  ff 
I  Aould  pass  them  6ver  in  silent  neglect,  yet  I  covthM  t 
^nter  their  cotefie  with  some  fear,  lest  those  Whodokiot 
know  them  should  aeetise  me  of  flattery,  and  tbdse  wbo  do 
shbuld  charge  me  with  severity. 

In  speaking  of  the  female  part  of  the  community,  I  shaA 
pass  lightly  over  the  occasional  visitors,  and  contine  tny 
remarks  almost  wholly  to  the  natives.  Thnse  wbo  have 
come  hither  from  other  countHes  have  seMom  presented 
good  speciaens.     Either  extravagance  or  tMessity  are 
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badly  ealenlated  to  farm  the  character  of  woman  in  tha 
best  mould,  and  to  one  or  other  of  these  caases  may  be 
ascribed  most  of  the  emigrations  which  have  hitherto  taken 
^ace.  Future  writers  wiU  probably  have  better  subjects 
to  describe,  but  till  now  the  most  striking  traits  exhibited 
by  these  fair  wanderers  haTe  been  a  sovereign  contempt  for 
those  they  came  to  lire  amongst,  a  prodigious  flippancy, 
▼ast  affectation  of  high  breeding,  and  pretensions  to  a 
rank  in  their  own  country  not  always  borne  out  by  facts. 
With  these  ladies  it  was  usual  to  pass  their  time  in  queru« 
kms  regret  at  the  fate  which  had  condemned  them  to  irra- 
diate so  low  a  sphere,  and  eager  anticipations  of  their 
return  to  a  more  extended  circle.  The  ill  policy  of  show- 
ing this  aversion  to  the  retreat  they  had  chosen  must  be 
plain  to  any  comprehension !  no  one  returns  esteem  for 
contempt,  and  nothing  could  be  more  natural  than  to  join 
in  the  regret  thus  loudly  expressed,  that  fortune  had  com- 
piled them  to  take  a  statioli  iu  society  where  they  were 
neither  welcome  nor  invited  guests. 

The  generality  of  native  ladies  belong  to  that  rank  most 
favourable  to  feminine  virtues,  neither  elevated  by  superior 
rank»  talents,  or  attainments,  -  nor  sunk  in  vulgar  and  de- 
grading ignorance.  They  are  admirably  calculated  to 
pelrform  their  relative  duties,  and  instances  of  derelic- 
tion are,  in  consequence,  extremely  rare.  That  they  have 
not  received  the  last  polish,  or  acquired  .those  arts  whicli 
flmbeUish  the  charms  of  virtue  where  she  is,  and  outwardly 
supply  her  place  where  she  is  not,  is  most  true ;  but  neither 
do  they  exhibit  those  glaring  vices,  or  that  offensive  dis- 
regard to  propriety,  which  we  sometimes  see  accompany 
extraordinary  intellectual  advantages* 

The  term  dashing  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Manx  voca- 
bulary, nor  do  the  young  ladies,  or  their  mothers  for  them^ 
lay  violent  hands  on  admiration,  but  rather  wait  with  per-. 
Sect  quietness  till  it  is  spontaneously  ofiered.  1  do  not^ 
indeed,  consider  the  Isle  of  Han  as  tbe  abode  of  Cupid 

19  Sh 
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or  the  Graces ;  in  general,  the  marriagee  oontiteled  by  the 
natives  (though  they  take  pkce  at  rather  an  early  age) 
are  founded  on  prudential  calculations.  No  maUi  howercr 
youthful,  inarHes  merely  for  loye ;  yet,  as  soon  as  any  one 
is  established  in  business  or  housekeeping,  he  naturally 
looks  out  for  a  wife  as  a  necessary  appendage  to  his  do- 
mestio  economy,  and  in  his  clmiee  is  influenced  by  parity 
of  oircunistances,  by  early  iassooiations,  or  soaae  such  mb* 
tives^  independent  of  the  tender  passion.  In  general,  the 
same  quietude  of  sentiments  actuates  both  sides,  yei  are 
these  marriages,  in  most  instances,  fortunate  in  their  re- 
sults ;  a  couple  thus  united  live  together  on  the  besit  terms, 
t^ey  co-operate  in  their  pursuits,  habit  soon  gives  them  an 
iindeviating  conformity,  and  permits  their  Iitcs  to  pass 

,<*  A  clcsf  Willed  •tseuB.'* 

The.  ladies  are,,  in  general,  admirable  economiatS)  and 
good  mothers :  they  are  rather  fond  of  dress,  but  eren  this 
taste  is  so  idrcumsciibed,  that  it  never  leads  them  beyond 
the  bounds  of  decency,  whilst  the  vigilant  superintendence 
of  a  narrow  society  restrains  them  from  extravagance. 

In  the  course  of  education  pursued  by  the  young  ladies, 
all  that  is  commonly  called  accomplishment  is  attained  with 
such  difficulty  and  expence,  that  the  attempt  is  generally 
relinquished ;  for,  although  in  Douglas  iherie  are  two  fe- 
ttale  schools  of  tolerable  celebrity^  yet  their  pbUis  are  too 
superficial  for  essential  good,  and  their  eflbrts  entirdy  crip- 
pled by  the  want  of  masters  to  assist  in  those  branches  of 
knowledge  usually  conducted  by  the  other  sex. 

The  style  of  visiting  is  like  that  which  prevails  in  most 
country  towns  in  England ;  they  meet  to  play  cards,  to 
practise  a  little  extra-judicial  inquiry  into  the  proceedii^ 
of  their  tieighbours,  to  relate  their  own  domestic  afflictions, 
to  show  fteir  new  clothe,  and  to  kin  lime ;  but  for  any 
iJMtllectual  attainments^  for  any  ^^bussi  of  seatimont»  of 
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fow  9t  sauV  it  IB  as  Ut^tle  )bp  fre  ij9w4  or  e^^Mo^d  |iere^ 
as  in  apy  other  circl0  of  tiie  savio  con^ned  dimeigiiuoiiA 
And  I  own  I  ^ye  often  ohperyred,  i)rit)i  poiliDg  ifopder^ 
the  ayidity  yvith  which  they  UidiyidiiaUyruQ  (vqm  howe  t# 
l^oase  all  the  moraing,  t9  repeat  the  ^aine  n$wa>  jira^ti^ 
libe  same  court^^,  aivl  jpiake  the  .sajgpu^  luqairies  aepa* 
ratel^,  whieh  the  idei|tie4  &et  maat  liear,  ^^^  and  c^[iswe? 
01^^  a^fl,  coJUectively,  in  the  eyenipg.  The  only  acenay 
9if  f^QtiYe  apd  piiblic  aqiuaem^nt  hitb^o  establiah«|d|  i(f 
hiding  the  young  people  together,  s^rejOAo^tldy  ballB»  whiol^ 
fuee  weU  attended.  I  wonder  nothing  like  a  hook  society 
Ims  been  attempted  amongat  the  ladies ;  I  am  p«Br8uad<)4 
they  have  capacities  for  higher  afttainnentB  ,ihftn  they  hay^ 
yet  pursujedy  atul  I  should  r^ice  .to  see  th^  .assoi^atiow 
take  a  superior  .tone.  « 

I  would  fain  perau^jmy  con^fc^mpararie^  to  assnoif  Hm 
graces  and  charms  of  virtue  in  her  beat  dress  and  charac- 
ter ;  to  employ  their  time  in  acts  of  bpqc^TialenQe;  to^uide 
tb^  igporant,  ^t|nmlate  ithie  idle,  apd  substitute  aotiyf 
goodqess  fqr  ;tbe  negstiye  praise. of  barmlesspess.  J.a  .ma 
place  that  I  am  acquainted  with,  are  there  better  opportu« 
nities  for^tbi^adyanQc  in  real  worth;  the  iemale  ebaracter 
here  pr<;sents  almost  a.spotlei9S  surface  1  there  are  jno  prer 
Talent  vices  to. combat !  no  fashionable  cnmes  to  eradi|>ate  i 
all  that  is  required  is  to  Mpprove,  embellish,  and  call  forth 
Utent  good  qualities,  and  give  efl^cacy  to  dormant  virtues^ 
^  ppirpose  which  J  have  Uttle  doubt  a  y^ry  few  examples 
would  suffice  to  effect ;  and  I  think  I  cannot  bett^^r  cpn- 
«lpde  this  short  essc^  than  wUb  the  character  of  a  Manx 
lady  not  long  since  deceased,  who,  with  only  the  narrow 
means  of.  cultivation  this  island  affords,  presented  in  her 
}ife,  and  l^ft  behind  at  her  death,  a  complete  exemplifica-^ 
tion  of  all  that  is  valuable  in  woman.  I  borrow  the  worda 
from  the.  sermpn  preached  at  her  funeral,  and  I  might  caU 
on  the  whole  circle  of  her  acquaintance,  to  say  if  the  pic-^ 
tura  exhibits  one  exaggerated  feature* 
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**  Her  piety,  though  silent  in  its  exercises,  aad  seerK  is 
its  springs,  powerfully  influenced  ber  life  and  conyersa-' 
tion,  sweetened  her  temper,  softened  her  manners,  and 
isleyated  her  yiews.  From  the  exeroises  of  public  worsliip^ 
from  the  retirement  of  her  closet,  and  the  perusal  of  the 
sacred  yolnme,  she  returned  to  the  actiye  duties  of  her 
family  with  renewed  energy  : — *  Looking  well  to  the  ways 
^  her  household,  and  training  up  her  children  in  the  way 
Hiey  should  go,  the  heart  of  her  husband  safely  trusted  in 
lier,  and  she.  did  him  good  all  the  days  of  her  life.*  AH 
her  duties  were  performed  with  singleness  and  sincerity ; 
she  walked  in  her  family  and  neighbourhood  as  the  angel 
of  consolation,  offering  a  balm  for  eyery  wonnd,  aad  a 
remedy  for  eyery  distress.  Often  baye  the  sick  and  dying 
experienced  relief  from  her  charitable  aid,  and  often  has 
her  weli-timed  assistance  suspended  pain,  and  arrested  the 
progress  of  misery. 

'*  In  discharge  of  her  relatiye  duties  she  was  peculiarly 
exemplary.  Her  conduct  as  a  daughter  was  marked  by 
the  most  cheerful  obedience,  and  the  most  watchful  atten- 
^n.  No  language  can  oonyey  an  idea  of  the  tenderness 
of  her  affection  for  ber  partner  in  life ; — she  was  his  com- 
panion in  health,  his  physician  in  sickness,  eyer  anticipat- 
ing his  desires  and  preyenting  his  wishes.  Her  attach- 
meut  to  her  children  was  tender,  rational,  and  constant : 
she  taught  them  by  her  precepts,  but  still  more  by  ber 
example,  to  obserye  and  adorn  the  doctrine  of  their  Sayiour 
in  all  things. 

^*  The  close  of  such  a  life  might  well  be  expected  to  be 
p^ce ;  and  such  it  was,  solid,  substantial,  well-grounded 
peace  and  hope :  for  although  it  was  the  will  of  heayen  to 
repoye  her  in  the  prime  of  life,  and  though  her  sufferings 
in  the  last  week  of  ber  existence  were  catenlated  to  try  her 
faith  and  patience  to  the  uttermost,  yet  she  regarded  them 
as  the  appointment  of  unerring  wisdom,  and  endured  them 
in  silent  tranquillity  and  resignation^  exerting  herself  only 
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to  ooasole  tliose  whom  she  was  about  to  leaye,  and  to  point 
their  hopes  to  a  future  meeting  in  bliss."* 

I  belieTe  no  Manx  woman  •  can  peruse  this  enloirtum 
without  some  depree  of  exultation,  and  I  trust  also,  not 
without  an.  earnest  wish  to  follow  such  an  admirable  ex- 
ample. 

The  general  description  given  of  the  Manx  peasantry  is, 
that  they  are  sullen,  unmoTed  by  benefits,  and  to  a  degree 
beyond  all  bounds  fond  of  Utigatioii.  1  am  not  prepared 
wholly  to  deny  these  charges,  but  I  think  I  may,  without 
deviating  from  the  strictest  truth,  offer  something  in  the 
way  of  defence  and  explanation.  Assuredly  they  are  not 
a  gracious  people ;  they  are  slow  in  their  apprehensions, 
and  somewhat  cold-hearted  in  manner,  if  not  in  reality, 
partioulariy  towards  strangers,  of  whom  droumstances 
have  engendered  a  degree  of  suspicion,  which  is  now 
almost  engrafted  in  their  nature,  and  which  only  time,  and 
an  improTed  course  of  education,  can  eradicate.  The 
charge  of  ingratitude  also  admits  of  considerable  pallia- 
tion. This  sentiment,  in  uncultivated  minds,  must  eyer  be 
in  an  exact  ratio  with  their  sense  of  the  benefit  conferred. 
Now  it  is  most  certain,  that  what  an  English  peasant 
would  consider  as  a  state  of  actual  starratioo,  is  scarcely 
regarded  by  a  Manxman  as  including  any  particular  de- 
privation; from  their  birth  they  are  habituated,  without 
-^ort  or  design,  to  live  very  hardly.  Herrings,  potatoes, 
oatmeal,  and  these  in  very  moderate  quantities,  are  the 
general  fare  equally  of  the  small  native  farmer  and  the 
labourer. 

The  latter  resides  contentedly  in  a  cottage  of  mud, 
under  a  roof  of  straw,  so  low  that  a  man  of  raiddHng 
stature  can  hardly  stand  erect  in  any  part  of  it.  If  to  the 
common  necessaries  above  stated  the  good  people  add  a 


•  Extract  from  a  faneral  wnnoo  preached  on  the  death  of  Mn.  Stawell, 
¥7  the  RcT.  Thomaa  HowaM,  vicar  af  BraddQo. 
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•ioek  of  tvf  for  tbe  ftre,  and  a  eow  iedia  t^  laiMa  9^ 
hedges,  they  enjoy  the  utmost  abDodaaoe  ot  wkiek  they 
have  my  idea.  A  obaff  bed  for  tbe  •whale  famiiy,  a  s<ool 
and  a  wooden  table»  conatitale  the  furokare  of  tbe  man* 
aion ;  and  here  they  Tegetate  ia  Jieapa,  wfdtuig  the  recur- 
rence of  the  herring  fishery  ior  the  renewal  of  plenty. 
,Wben  their  alores  fall  •emewhat  4hort  of  their  eonaump* 
{lion,  they  take  such  calamities  with  paUeaoe  aarmattera  of 
fourse,  whieh.mM^  happen,  but  for  which  Ihe. remedy  wiU 
Dome  of  itself  in  due  season ;  ormay  be  (seng^t  in  a  eaae 
fit  exiremityy  by  spending  a  day  or  two  in  labour  ai  »a 
jMigbbouring  iarm. 

When  therefore  a  akanger,  viewing  tUa  scene  with  eomr 
paaaieny  (becauae  to  him  it  would  be  a  state  of  extreme 
Maery,)  satisfies  his  own  feelings  by  gifts*  which  the  ob;- 
fscls  ef  his  pity  never  desired,  and  ecarcely.kaow  bow  to 
juae,  ought  he  to  wonder  that  he  excites  none  of  thoee  senti- 
dments  of  gratiliide  which  the  sume.benefits  wouldtnaturaUy 
Reduce  in  other  places?  should  be  be  angry  that  tbe 
JMaoxman  understands  ms  little  of  thb  refined  feeling  aa  he 
.did  of  4iis  own  wants  i 

On  the  other  hand,  there  are  traits  of  hospitality  iahe- 
lent  in  the  ehaaacter  of  these  tpeaaants  whieh  bespeak  a 
.natural  generosity,  and  which  it  ia  remarkable  are  pre- 
aerved  in  the  greatest  purity,  where  their  exercise  mnst>be 
^attended  with  the  most  considerable  self»denial»  No  eet- 
•ter,  however  poor,  will  refuse  to  bis  naghbour  or  ac- 
'4uaintance  a  share  of  his  herrings  and  potatoes,  small  as 
tbe  portion  msy  be  that  is  provided  for  his  own  rnnswip 
.tion;  and  though  their  miserable  bed  be  crowded  by  a 
whole  family,  they  still  find  a  corner  for  a  native  traveller, 
« who.  seeks  the  shelter  of  a  lowly  roof;  and  these  good  offi- 
ces are  extended  with  the  most  unaffected  simplicity,  and 
accepted  more  as  a  right  than  a  favour. 

The  love  of  litigation  is  a  charge  which  it  is  more  diffi- 
cult to  meet  with  a  due  apology  i  yet  even  on  thia  subjeol 
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ifyinetlriDg  may  be  snd.  In  the  firtt  plsee  it  is  almost 
wholly  eonfiaed  to  the  lower  orders.  In  the  higher  circles 
of  the  Manx,  whether  gentry  or  traders,  there  is  as  Httlo 
dis|>ositidn  to  rexatious  or  petty  suits,  as  in  the  same 
classes  in  other  countries,  where  the  access  te  law  i» 
guarded  by  expenee  and  difficulty ;  on  the  other  hand,  the 
poasant  has  been  accustomed  from  infancy  to  consider  the 
deemster  as  the  guardian  of  his  rights,  and  an  infallible 
decider  of  all  dtsagreements,  to  whom  he  might  apply 
whenever  he  felt  himself  injured  or  aggricTed,  and  that, 
not  entirely  in  the  character  of  a  jac^e  greatly  elevated 
above  himself,  who  must  be  approached  with  awe,  and  who 
from  want  of  experience  could  enter  into  none  of  the  petty 
grieyances  brought  to  his  cognisance ;  but,  on  the  contra-* 
ry,  the  Manxman  feels  that  this  officer  has  a  close  and 
local  knowledge  of  the  character,  circumstances^  and  fa^ 
mily  history  of  every  client  in  his  little  district :  and  he 
remembers  too,  that  a  very  short  time  perhaps  has  elapsed 
since  the  deemster  moved  in  die  same  sphere  with  himself. 
Each  man  also,  partial  to  his  own  cause,  and  knowing  the 
decisions  are  to  be  governed  by.  circumstances  as  they  can 
be  made  to  appear,  has  a  hope,  by  telling  his  own  story,  of 
prevailing  against  his  adversary.  At  all  events  the  ex<- 
pence  incurred  is  trifling,  and  the  disgrace  of  fiulure  none 
at  all. 

This  habit  of  referring  the  m^est  trifles  to  judioial  ao^ 
thority,  diffinses  a  knowledge  of  the  laws,  or  rather  of  the 
practice,  neither  beneficial  nor  improving.  Every  native 
man,  woman,  and  ehUd,  understaads  the  legal  terms,  and 
can  dilate  upon  the  history  of  actions,  tokens,  charges, 
and  appeals,  with  technical  preevsion ;  and  the  pertinacity 
with  which  a  common  peasant  will  porsne  a  cause  through 
all  the  diffiitcfnt  courts,  is  both  ridlctrions  and  tormenting. 
1  heard  an  instance  in  point  from  very  high  authority, 
"Which  I  shafl  repeat  as  it  was  rdated  to  me. 

A  man  had  made  a  oharge  of  flve  shaSiugs  for  digging  a 
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gravei  the  cuBtomary  price  being  oaly  two  skillings  uA 
sixpence.  The  affair  was  centeikiad  in  the  lowest  eodesi- 
asttcal  court,  and  in  course  giTen  against  the  plaintiff,  wba 
theaoe  carried  it  to  the  bishop,  and  beinf  still  foiled,  ha» 
had  the  obstinacy  to  appeal  to  the  metropolitan  coart  at 
York,  where  this  ridiculous  cause  is  still  pending.  But 
these  contentions  are  generally  amongsc  tbemselvefi,  and 
iorm  but  a  trifling  subject  of  annoyance  to  strangers,  who, 
with  very  little  temper  and  caution,  may  keep  clear  of 
these  pettyinconreniences,  which  will  ncTer  wholly  subside 
until  the  legislature  shall  impose  a  tax  upon  law  proceed* 
iags^  and  thereby  render  them  less  accessible  to  the  pea- 
santry; or  till  the  deemsters,  being  remunerated  by  go- 
Ternment  at  a  fixed  and  competent  salary,  in  lieu  of  the 
fees  now  granted,  shall  find  it  for  their  own  ease  to  dis- 
countenance  litigation. 

The  only  military  force  at  present  in  the  island  are  tho 
Tolunteers,  or  local  militia ;  thertf  were  fiNrmerly  two  fenc- 
ible  regiments  of  native  troops  in  the  pay  of  government, 
but  these  being  reduced  at  different  times,  a  regiment  of 
Tcterans  took  their  place,  who  were,  howerer,  recalled 
when  the  war  broke  out  again.  It  is  probable  the  present 
system  will  not  continue  long,  but  that  either  a  permanent 
force  will  be  raised  within  the  island,  or  some  regiasent 
from  Great  Britain  be  stationed  here,  it  being  absolutely, 
necessary  to  have  some  troc^s  for  the  protection  of  the  pri- 
sons, and  also  to  guard  the  stores,  and  enforce  the  autho-. 
rity  of  the  custom-house  officers  against  smugglers.  It  is 
a  curious  fact,  that  during  the  long  period  d  war,  when  it 
was  universally  allowed  that  a  single  priTateer  might  hare 
ravaged  the  island,  or  laid  either  of  the  towns  in  ashes 
before  assistance  or  protection  could  be  aflbrded  firtwi 
England,  yet  no  care  was  taken  to  organise  those  means 
of  defence  which  were  easily  within  the  reaidi  of  the  inha- 
bitants. It  is  true  that  at  every  commanding  point,  all- 
round  the  coast,  there  were  cannon ;  but  these  lay  dis« 
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Kaeirated  and  nsdess,  tliongh,  at  the  same  trnte,  g&remratni 
Was  paying  a  salary  to  an  ordnance^keeper  for  his  neglect. 
But  immediately  on  the  conclbsion  of  peace,  an  engineer 
%eing  sent  over,  has  ever  since  been  actively  employed  in 
huildmg  batteries,  arranginf  stores  of  ammnnition,  and 
mounting  the  cannon,  as  if  it  had  beeo  apprehended  that, 
when  all  the  rest  of  'Europe  was  restored  to  tranquillity, 
the  artes  of  the  united  potentates -would  betumed  against 
the  Isle  of  Man  alone  5  at  any  rate,  if  this  idea  is  consi- 
dered as  futile,  I  must  leave  it  to  clearer  politicians  than 
myself  to  say,  why  these  measures  of  precaution  were  not 
taken  before  i  or  why  they  haye  been  taken  now  ? . 
~  If  what  I  have  said  has  failed  to  convey  a  general  idea 
of  the  society  and  manners  of  the  people, .  I  know  not  how 
I  shall  make  my  account  more  accurate.  In  fact,  except  a 
iiew  national  traits,  which  remain  permanently  fixed,  the 
features  of  the  whole  people  have  ever  been  liable  to  gii»at 
variation,  and  are  constantly,  influenced  by  the  diflbrent 
classes  who  come' amongst  them:  of  some  of  the  most 
striking  of  these  changes,  it  may  be  iEtmiisiog,  before  wa 
conclude,  to  take  a  slight  review. 

'  In  the  earliest  times  we  imagine  the  couvt  of  the  kings 
io  have  been  adorned  by  knights  and  damsels,  whom  fancy 
is  allowed  to  paint  in  aU  the  spendour  of  chivalry  and  ro- 
mance. Next  we  find  a  race  of  peasants  in  mud- walled 
cottages,  decked  out  on  holidays,  and.  at  fairs,  in  their 
beet  himiketSy  and  leaving  u^  in  somedoabt  what  kind  of 
drapery  was  substituted  on  less  impcwtant  occasions ;  sunk 
in  extreme  ignorance,  dozing  amidst  foggy  mountains,  and 
dreaming  of  an  intercourse  with  fairies  and  mermaids,  or 
trembling  at  the  power  of  witches  and  demons. 

The  next  gf«at  revolution  converted  these  half  stupified 
beings  into  a  community  having  a  mixed  character  between 
traders  and  robbers,  who  united  the  meanest  traits  of  both 
professions,  living  by  the  exercise  of  fraud,  and  a  sort  of 
jbastard  courage  called  forth  only  by  the  prospect  of  gaiiy 
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Md  wMiy  ipaypUe^l^le.  tt  any  letter  purpoM.  Biikn^ 
tliey  luid  forned  Ittile  MAMmp  vi^Uh  CvfEeifiiieii^.ov  hM 
teen  liitle  y|aiied  by  tliMi ;  all  U)«ie  mri^lies  lu4  sproof 
firoB  iBtfliaal  ck^nOTitMreg ;  b^  at  lepyth  a  naw  aeeae 
6paD^  auMe  vbieh  Jtba  ahaa^aa  baye  baao  moia  rapklL 
pad  oC  ahofflar  GODlMittaiica« 

Iiuxacy^  aa  U  ad^aaoad  im  Gteat  Bralaiot  qeatiiMially 
dcore  out  tliase  aoaa  anddaughlara  af  dmipatioB,  wlm  lu4 
aamrifioad  too  largaty  at  her  allwra^  to  axpiaile  ihdr  Ticif 
or  their  foUiea  in  4>lkar  cUanaa ;  and  wbaa  iharavalMtioaafy 
SMT  .faraka  out^  ilie  etatiaawt  haimg  olaoad  agaiast  fi^ck  in- 
Gursiona»  ika  Isla  of  Maa  batania  Ike  solo  retreat  kft  o]^ 
Aothaa.  At  first,  theantasaUoa  and  spiiii  iv)iieh  acoam- 
paased  .paiaaaa  o^.  tUa  caafc  threw  a  charm  over,  their  derf^r 
Uotiona,  and  the  natiwes»  daaalod  by  the  paUahed  aiaaa#m 
aad  aopcriar  aoquireaienta  ol  their  rbfttars^  opened  their 
liearta  and  their  hoosea  to  them  ;  bat  this  oardiaiilgr  was 
ahort  liired.  OoU  lad.  Mi  this  iim,  heeooia  o^a  of  tlw^ 
hooaehold  gods  of  the.  Manx,  and  it  waa  not  possiUe  to 
pveaonie  tl^  deUy  inviolata  from  the  attache  of  the  atiaar 
gers :  hence  arose  suspicioA  aa  one  sida^  asid  jgpntftaHit  ea 
theothst;  aotiiatt  at  las4,  bolhpar(iea<hraw  offiatqs^fw- 
rata  nsaaciationa,  and  93X  chaacff  af  kSMiliiition  waa  at  aa 
ead.  It  is  now  ahoal  tvdve  yeart>  atatie  this  fead  was  s^ 
ita  height,  and  as  that  waa  the  parit>d,tof  aay  arrivi^  in  the 
iskad,  I  waa  both  aatoniahed  andw  alanoed  at  the  eaauty 
ihen  ezisling  hetwean  them.  The  weeUy  paper  waa  the 
insirunicst  of  war,  aad  the  aager  of  both  aides  waa  vented 
ia  repartee  and  iaweado,.  in  whieh  attacks,  U  avisi;  he 
awped,  the  adraatagalay  wiih  the  atraagcvrs. 

The  Manx  conthiaaMy  thrcateted.  to  withdraw  ike  pror 
Section  aflSMrded.  to .  these,  hiteiliqiees,  who  in  their  torn 
warmed  tiiev,  that  the  idaod  weakl  be  mined  by  sneh  a 
measare :  they  inabted  thatrall  the  prosperity  of  the  coan- 
try  originated  with  tibeai !  thai  it  was  supported  by  their 
money,  and  might  he  etTiUied  by  their  example*    In  fact, 


ISLE  OF  MAN.  Mf 


telMn  only  to  eae  tiAa,  atij«M  i^ouM  luMri^  .«BppilMA 
ttsie  fvwe  « •chas  «f  niMiaiiute^  hIm  had  ntade  a  pO* 
grimiStt  ivrilh  the  dWntdreited  view  of  diffubiog  light  aii4 
MaHh,  whibt  the:]i«itxai  atoidiljr  dfcoM  43m  beiieftt,  «ai4 
noprcsMl  ikeir  niilr  te  'be  left  in  wmiiotsAtfBaaAignonMMi^ 
ratbct"  ihAA  jbe  raMMysd  by  -the  am '  of  «q>monC|r  laaAtinodi 
«ver  Uttrn.  (t  iras  in  ibe  beigh*  of  ftibia^contoot  Aat  a  new 
clan  arrived  to  diipcrt  and  occnpf^  Ae  fmblfe  (attentioliw 
Viami  wane  «  Mbe  df  dodUasI^  ur  whaH  (AiddiMa  ^wmld 
bavo  oattad  ^Mdkmmlm,,'^  lAiafly  4B«imi  froin  the  «r«ott 
fhoMk  of  ^Brin;  imd  bo  ^foanarfbajd  lliey landed  ihan  «paaoe 
her  wing^^  and*  for  many  months  ims  beavd  of  aa 
i  am  not  exaggidMltin^  lahcin  I  assert,  that  etcvy 
rdbaednipDB  a  ^Barrel,  and- every  moniiag  dawned 
ttfum  Wl  challrage!  eiplasntiaBsJ  apologies!  fwints  of 
haauM^  «nd  taffdsiMtt  of  valour  formed*  the  sole  eidBiieets 
^»disooaraeJ  No  meeting,  iiawever  f^eaoeably.  arranged 
beisitoen  ths^miis*  ustimate  -fnends^  ooiild  ever  bMak  up 
(trithoait'a«deadlyieiid,  wfaiah  :notbiaf  bul^lead  bnd  gun- 
^wdar  'oaidd  aHay.  For  a  leilg^  of  tiitie  the  mM» 
fialaiidr  t(biit  Douglas  in  partieulav,)  wasdn  a  state  of  fer^ 
ment,  till  the  meetings  gtew  ao  fieqaent  ttuit'eaen  terror 
<vas  ssoih  onti  and  It  hegan  to  be  aboe^edj  thtifcHby  some 
lacky  ohaooe  ^ttie  benoes -still  gtttbesed  bloddlais  laurels^; 
M  ftbat-itt  kit  the  heroines  left  off  to  fitiiM  or  to  fwr,  and  k 
JbasnnMi  necessary  ^to  make  aomebody  ^ivBop,  that  ^0? ery body 
Aligh*  H>t;iBagh;  AJl  knglh  two. gentlemen  ^d  meet  in 
^mai  vmnmmt^  mdl  «iie  «sB  a  vietim  te  Moloch;  yet  smih 
^«as  dm  apathy  ^wHb  fishiok  ithe  aoene  mm  regarded^  thsit 
4dAoiq^  at  ithep»mait  of  this  nelanofaoly  ^mnt  thens 
^sMre^wnsmd,  a  gtoupi^f  ithe^'lfs*am*"1iibeia8Bembkd 
in  nritMas  the  mnooaiBe,  yet  did  t they  aUrtakoYtofigbtiin 
different  directions,  and  left  (the  lunhappy  man  torbaeatha 
his  last  unassisted  and  unsupported. 

This  is  the  first  and  last  latal  duel  upon  record  in  the 
Isle  of  Man ;  since  that  time  the  ^* Mokai»k%^^  have  <^  warn 
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9heir  armtf^ffUh  a  diferemce,^*  aad  io  a  ceHaiii  degfte  the 
peace  of  tlie  comBittntty  has  beeo  restered ;  the  priacipale 
Aed  tjte  island,  aod  the  rest  of  the  purties,  dividiBg  the 
reieoted  gteries  ef  this  exploit  heUreen  theaiy  sat  dowa 
{iretty  quietly  under  the  shade  of  their  hononrs ;  oaiy  now 
and  then  taking^  advantafe  of  the  renewed  fears  of  the  la* 
^ies  to  matter  an  «zecratioB»  look  fierce,  and  exhihit  their 
skill  at  snuiBni;  eaadles  with  pistol  halla.' 

Bttt  as  it«s  out  of  nature  wholly  to  repeess  the  eflfsnrca- 
TOHce  of  original  tm,  the  ^JfoAanois*'  nelt  aesomsd  a 
new  fency ;  they  cloUied  tfaemsdTes  in  long  darfc:'clnak% 
«ncoarafed  the  growth  of  their  whiskers  and  nmsteehes^ 
'girt  their  loins  with  leathern  belts,  in  whieh  they  atnek 
pistols  and  a  stiletto,  and  in  this  tefrifio  array  did  a  band  of 
ttese  worthies  parade  the  atreets  of  the  town;  yet  I  sinst 
4I0  them  Ae  jastio^  to  say,  I  nerer  heard  of  any  essoitial 
mischief  achiered  by  then,  though  one  of  them  planted 
4he  lawn  before  his  house  with  eennoa,  and  eeitainly  kflled 
all  the  ducks  and  geese  of  a  neighbouring  -  farmer  wiA 
grape-shot;  but  as  he  Kberally  paid. the  damage,  it  wai^ 
perhaps,  as  well  as  any  othsr  market  to  wluoh  the  good 
dame  could  baTe  sent  her  poultry. 

Since  this  epoch  there  hsTe  been  few  striking  alterations 
in  the  state  of  society,  tiH  the  iwsring  of  the  new  act.  At 
the  present  tune  all  is  peace  and  good  order ;  the  dissipated 
are  neariy  extirpated,  the  riotous  efhctuaUy  restrained^ 
and,  if  I  am  not  greatly  mistaken  in  my  cakulalione,  the 
period  is  arriTed  when  aH  distinctions  bemg  done  away, 
the  most. easy  and  aooial  ivtercourse  will  henoeferth  he 
established  between  natives,  and  strangers,  or  rather,  eon- 
aidering  themseWes  as  subjects  of  one  goTomment,  the 
inridiotts  diatinotion  wiU  belost  altogether  in  the  common 
and  eanable  name  of  Britoas^ 
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Smne  ekaracterUHc  Superstitkms  ^  the  Manx.      ^ 

A  HE  lower  and  middle  orders  6f  the  Manx  are,  in  comr 
mon  with  all  uneultiTated  people,  greatly  ad<tieled  tO'8uper»- 
edtion ;  thej  hare  the  fuUest  belief  in  fiiiries  and  witch<- 
craft,  and  to  the  supernatural  influence  of  one  of  these 
imaginary  powers  nearly  all  the  good  or  ill  that  befalls 
ibem  is  ascribed.  As  these  popular  prejudices  sometimes 
Arow  a  considerable,  light  on  .the  chacacter  of  a  nation  or 
people,  I  shall  relate  a  few  of  the  most  prevailing  legends, 
as  specimens  of  the  general  faith. 

Each  of  the  two  castles  of  Rushen  and  Peel  has  its  ap- 
propriate apparition.  In  Rushen  are  said  to  be  subterra- 
aeous  apartments,  inhabited  by  genii  and  giants,  their 
existenoe  hsTing  been  ascertained  by  more  than  one  ad- 
Tcnturous  hero,  whose  intrepidity  has  carried  them  through 
the  mists  and  obscurity  in  which  the  paths  leading  to  these 
abodes  are  enveloped.  Besides  the  secluded  inhabitants, 
there  are  two  spirits  of  different  degrees  of  importance, 
the  one  being  the  apparition  of  a  woman  executed  for  in- 
fanticide ;  the  other,  no  less  a  personage  than  the  magnani- 
mous Countess  of  Derby ;  who^  it  is  constantly  affirmed, 
iakes  her  nightly  round  on  the  walls  of  the  castle,  where 
she  has  been  encountered  by  a  multitude  of  persons,  ai|d 
•t  great  distances  of  time :  but  no  one  has  yet  had  so  muoh 
compassion  on  either  of  these,  perturbed  spirits,  as  to  ask 
the  cause  of  thtoir  wanderings,  without  which  formuhp, 
according  to  the  established  etiquette  of  ghostly  courtesy, 
it  is  impossible  they  should  either  reveal  their  uneasiness, 
or  rest  in  their  graves. 

At.Peel<Castle  is  a  spectre  of  still  greater  notoriety,, 
•ailed  the  Manthi  Doog,  who^  so  long  as  the  garrison  was 
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maintained,  made  his  nightly  Tiaita  to  the  gaard-rooiDy  itt 
the  shape  of  a  large  black  hound.  This  alarming  visitor 
had  continued  the  practice  for  so  great  a  length  of  time, 
that  the  8oldt^r»  grew  ftattUiar  with  Ms  pMsebco,  and  one 
at  length,  inspired  by  liquor,  took  the  resolution  to  follow 
the  animal  to  his  retreat,  which  none  had  yet  rentured  to 
tflcplons.  It  wmm  in'  ^in  his  asrarades*  songhtvdo  restrain 
«M  hardSMwd  isf  «is  chaliipion ;  he  MBtuaHy  Mt  #ui  in 
fUNmt'^  tbe  mysiefibtts  ivinider;  but  isv  his  mtam, 
^9Weh  was  uotoesrhaAlipeeUnr  than  ^IheyiaidfexpBetei^  fae 
mM  defiiited  of  ^  all  power  to  relate  ins-vdMstwus^  being 
<W<hsfw»fess  aod'cauvsriusd,  in  uMch  oonditisn  he  «ci- 
Vialiied  thiM  days,  and  then  idied.  TUs  tiQa-iB  nlluddl  to 
by- Walter  SooUt,  in  his  poem  of  flmniM: 

«<  Bift  noM  vf  aUIhe  nstemshV-iniB 
Wer*  so  dismay 'id  as  Ddbraine ; 
RIb  blood  idid  freeze,  hns  fbniin  did  torn, 
^mm  foar'd  Us  asind  would  neW  retuni ; 
Por  hs'wan^peeehkus;  ghastly,  wuu^I 
liikeUm,  of  whom  the  story  as,   ^ 

Who  spalie  tho  speetoHoitasd  in  Man/' 

' .  '■  » 

Along#leryHis'turyf^^y9«fci«Bd'4n  Baihwimd's  ws- 
'Wrnit  of  the4slntid,  which  I  «bail  repeat  in  his  own  weeds. 

^  in  the  year  tSM,  upon  the  late  king'v  goin|f  *to  !»- 
laifd,  alitHe  boy,  theh  sctfree  eight  years  tsld,  iruqspeatly 
told  Hhe  ifetnMy  in^  wlii«h  he  lif  ed,  ctf  two-  flws  ^gentfemMu 
irtk>  'M^r  eollveM^  wi4b  htm,  gav<e^  Mm  tioloiAi^  aMd 
vemelMng'eut  of 'U'hotlte  of  a  greenish  eoleisi^,  and  sweet 
%ine,  to  drinks  TMs  making  a  noise,  the  present  dtianster, 
li'msnr^df.jmif  «eiM««nd  probity,  went  tifto  Aeanemutriiis 
tn  nee  if  be  could  make  •uny  dieeovery  "what  <th<fy  wi^fe. 
He  found  the  boy,  who  told  him -they  wore  ^f ben  «Hti«g 
infd«r  -*  hedge  abodt  a  bmidrod  ^ards  ffom  Mm.  The 
ieettftfter  hade  the  boy  «usk  ^y  JmMKMM  iMit  aee  tlMi; 


thfr'bof  apcwdingly  we^i^  to  tlMs  pifif e,  .put  jaflf  \m  ^f Pt  ^d 
HAtide  bia  i^ruemxt^  aii4  retuniiw,  ;«^  U  wi^  tb«  wiU..oC 
GoA  ^bfi;  sbouM  9Qt.  be  i|eeB„  .bu^^.tbe  .gaaUeqdea.w^s^ 
(KHury  for  bis  i«i«redi4it;,  T^e  deefg^tw  t^o  pi4)ed;iMil;.i^ 
«rawa-<picM»9  «iid  a§k^  tba  boy  wfiat  it  was?  .  He  an^ 
awered— be  eouUl  net  telL  ]3e  tbf^n  bade  bun  ask  tbf 
genl^eil^;  fregi  wb^oi  tbjA  cbild»  ^eturaif^  egain^  .tQl4 
bim  tbey  said  it  was  sitver,  .a^d  bad  sbewi^  bim  a  gr^ 
dfftl -of  4upb  flilwr,  and  sppi^  yeUow  aiU^er.  beaides, 
.  '*  AiBotber  d^»  a  a«igl^l|quriag  sui)is(fir.  goit^g  mU>  it^ 
ppajstaii^  tb^  boy  told  bim  t|iay  if  9re  tbeo  in  a  h^m  hard 
bf}  exereifitiw  .the  piko«  He  wept  to  tbe  pb^;e  pointed  oiU^ 
liad  saw  a  pHpb-fcNPk  mo^iog  about  io  all  the  proper  poa^ 
Vices,  of  exercise ;  1900  wbicb,  rusbing  in^^  the  barn,  tb^ 
fork  was  stnick  ta  tbe  roof,  but  no  person  to  be  seen« 
^otbev  day»  tbe  boy  oajvie  and  told  Captain  Stevenaom 
tbat  one  of  tbem  caaie  witb  )iis  band  bloody,  end  said  be 
bad  b^ea  in  a  ImUMs  in  |rel^d«  Tbc).  obtain  parked  tjhe 
day,  and  tbougb  tbey  bad  no  news  for  nearly  a  moiptb  after^ 
yet,  wben  it. did  eomej  ^it  apeed  exactly  witb  tbe  time 
Colonel  Wolseley  bad-give^  t}ie  Irisk^  a  Gonsiderable 
defeat.  ,  .         .. 

"  I  could  give  you/'  adds  this  autbor,  ^'  a  bmodred  other 
imtaaces  dnving  tbeir  Btay»  whicb  was  aboTO  a  mpntb  ^ 
\k^^f  at  last»  tbe  king  came  witb  bif  fl/Mi  ^nto  Ramsey  .^aj^ 
wli^cb,  one  of  tbem  telling  the,  otber  before  tbe  boy^-b^ 
^Maresed^  jit;was  weU  tbe  king  was. there  ia  petsoas  for  if 
bia.had  sent  ne'ver  so  many  generals  .bis  fiffiurs  would  PM)^ 
prosper — and,  ^eakiag  to  the  boy,  told  bim  tbc^r  must  gg 
«(itb  tbe  king  into  Irelai^ ;  tbat  be  migbt  tdl  the  peopif 
pi  the  island  thai  there  would  be  a  battle  fought  betweei| 
liidsuwner  and  St»  Columbus'^  day,  }ipQi^  ifhicb  tbe  fu-f 
tlire  foi^tttue  of  Ireland  would  depend,  wbiph  exacUy  agree4 
nitb.thebattleof  the  Boyae;  tbat  tbe  war  would  last  tea 
M  twelve  yearsy  buA  tbat,  in  the  oimI,  King  WiUiam  woal4 
be  vietoffioua  oTer  all  bie  enemies."  > 
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.  Nor  is  tlie  Mief  ib  tbese  sopernatttral  appeaniioes  be^ 
come  obsolete ;  to  this  iQomeQt,  every  damsel  who  ramUc9 
beyoiKl  the  precincts  of  the  farm^yard  at  mghi,  incars  the 
danger  of  meeting  fairies,  and  it  is  seldom  tbey  retam 
without  a  circumstantial  history  of  miracslo«s  adventures. 
Colltnsy  the  poet,  calls  Man  the  ^'fairy-land."  And  as  to 
the  influence  of  witchcraft,  it  is  an  article  of  faith  standing 
on  much  higher  ground  than  the  creed. 

If  a  fisherman  makes  one  or  two  unsuecessfel  trips,  he 
instantly  proceeds  to  exorcise  his  boat  by  burning  gone  or 
straw  in  the  centre,  and  carrying  the  flaming  material  to 
every  crevice  where  it  is  supposed  the  evil  spirit  may  con- 
tinue to  lurk.  If  a  cow  is  diseased,  or  any  difficulty  occurs 
in  churning,  the  operation  of  the  erti  €ytf  is  immediately 
suspected,  and  a  strict  inquiry  is  made  as  to  who  may  have 
been  lately  upon  the  spot ;  lor  the  power  of  doing  mischief 
is  by  no  means  confined  to  a  few  malignant  individuals, 
but  seems  to  be  generally  ascribed  by  every  one  to  an  ad* 
Tcrsary,  or  a  rival. 

Conversing  on  this  subject  vrith  a  fiirmer  of  good  in- 
formation outgeneral  affairs,  he  -  expressed  the  utmost 
astonishment,  not  unmixed  with  terror,  at  the  scepticism 
with  which  I  listened  to  some  of  these  supernatural  histo- 
ries, in  confirmation  of  which  he  related  one  story,  to  the 
truth  of  which  he  oflfered  to  bring  unquestionable  evidence, 
if  my  unbelief  should  yet  maintain  its  ground.  He  as* 
serted,' that  two  years  before  that  time,  he  and  a  neighbour 
were  in  treaty  for  the  sale  and  pnrehase  of  a  pony,  but 
difiiering  about  the  price,  his  ndghbonr,  vexed  at  his  dis- 
lippoitttment,  pmi  am  evil  eye  upon  the  beast,  which  ni- 
stantfjf^  and  without  other  visible  cause,  became  so  lame  as 
to  be  wholly  useless,  and  so  continued  for  twelve  months ; 
when,  by  extraordinary  good  luck,  another  person  called 
on  him,  who  had  on  his  part  the  power  to  discern  these 
unrighteous  influences  where  they  had  been  exercised,  and 
to  do  them  away  by  a  counter  charm.  ;  No  soon^  had 
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this  man  cast  Ma  eyes  on  the  animal,  than  he  pronounced  - 
his  lameness  to  hate  originated  with  the  malignant  pur* 
chaser;  and  after  performing  certain  ceremonies,  he  as-- 
sured  my  informer  that  the  spell  was  broken,  and  that 
within  a  few  hours  the  pony  would  be  restored  to  perfect 
soundness  and  strength,  all  which,  in  course,  happened  as 
foretold. 

The  witches  and  fairies  of  Man  are  neither  supposed  ta 
combine,  nor  to  produce  exactly  the  same  eflfiscts  by  their 
power,  the  former  being  wholly  employed  in  acts  of  ag« 
gre^ion,  whHst  the  latter  have  a  mixed  jurisdiction,  and 
can  produce  both  good  and  eril  by  their  operations.  They 
ate  accustomed  to  perform  certain  flrolics,  which  show  some 
liegr^e  of  humour  and  whiiin  in  their  propensities :  they  ar» 
also  easily  assailable  by  bribes  :  thus  the  dairy «maid,  who  ' 
would  firpare  herself  unusual  exertion,  regularly  makes  the 
ofiering  of  a  sittatt  pat  of  butter,  or  a  piece  of  eheeae  curd, 
which  is  affixed  to  the  wall  of  the  daury,  and  is  believed  im 
propitiate  these  invisible  agents.  The  liters  of  fowls  and 
fish  are  uniformly  sacrificed  to  the  fairies.  At  Midsum- 
mer-eve^ when  their  power  is  of  unlimited  extent,  flowers 
and  herbs  are  the  only  barriers  to  their  incursions,  aiid 
these  are  regularly  spread  on  the  dosr  and  window-sill  toi 
protect  the  inhabitants. 

But  one  of  the  most  curious  ceremonim,  and  which,  I 
1>elieve,  is  peculiar  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  is,  that  of  kuntmy 
ike  wren f  founded  on  a  traditien,  that  in  former  times  » 
fairy  of  uncommon  beauty  exerted  such  undue  influence 
over  the  male  popuktion,  that  she  at  various  times  seduced 
nambers  to  follow  her  footsteps,  till,  by  degrees,  she  led 
them  into  the  sea,  where  ibej  perished*  This  barbarous 
exercise  of  power  had  continued  for  a  great  length  of  time, 
till  it  was  apprehended  the  island  would  be  exhausted  of 
its  defenders,  when  a  knight-errant  sprung  up,  who  dis-* 
covered  some  means  of  countervailing  the  charms  used  by 
this  syren,  and  even  laid  a  plot  for  her  destruction,  whiob 
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she  oDly  escaped  al  tbe  moment  of  exJOfemt  haiardt  bf 
taking  the  form  of  a  wrem ;  but  though  she  eraded  instant 
annihilation^  a  spell  was  cast  upon  her^  by.  which  she  was 
condemned  on  etery  succeeding  Nfi|w  Yesyr's  Day,  to  re-r 
animate  the  same  form,  with  the  deftoitiTe  sentence,  that 
she  must  oltimately  perish  by  a  haman  head.    In  conse- . 
quenoe  of  this  well  authenticated  legend,  on  the  sp^fied 
anoiTersary,  every  man  and  boy  in  Ube  island  (except  tbqpe 
who  have  thrown  off  tl^  tnuornds  of  supf rstitio^,),  A^Yote . 
the  hours  between  suoHrise  aad  siin«!let  to  the  hope,  of  ex^ 
tirpatiog  the  fairy,  and  woe  be  to  the  iadindual  birds  of. 
this  species,  who  show  themssil?^  on  this  .fatal  daj^  to  the 
aotiTe  eneOMea  of  the  race ;  they  are  pursued^  pelted,  fired, 
at»  and  destroyed,  without  mercyt  wd  their  feathers  pre- 
served with  reUgiotts  care,  it  being  an.purtiple  of  b^Ui^  that 
every  one  of  the  relics  gathered  in  tbia  lajudable  pursyut  is 
an  effectual  preservative  from  sh^fwi;^  for  one,  year  ^  and 
that  firiierraan  would  be  considerf)d.as.eiitramely,foplhardy, 
vfho  should  enter  upon  bis  occupation  without  such  a  safe- 
guard. 

Anotker  tradition»  preserved  by  Wald^ron  in  his  Account 
of  the  Isle  iA  Man,  relates^  that  about  fifty  years  before 
his  residence  there»  an  adv^ture  had  been  achieved,  of 
vfhich  there  w^e  living  witnesses  in  his  time,  ^  It  orjgi- 
nlited  in  a  projeet^  whieh  was  conceived  by  some  philoso* 
phers,  to  fish  up  treasures  from  the  deep,  by,  means  of  a 
diviag*beU.  A  venturous  hero  being  enclosed  in  one  of 
these  nmobines  was  let  down,  ^id,  in  his  descent,  continued 
to  pull  for  more  rope,  tUl  all  they  had  en  board  was  com- 
pletely expended,  though  such  had  b^en  their  precaution, 
that  they  had  gone  out  provided  wiih  a  length  of  line 
which,  according  to  their  calculation,  was  sufficient  to 
descend  at  least  double  the  number  of  leagues  that  the 
moon  is  computed  to  be  distant  from  the  earth !  At  su<^ 
an  extreme  depth  as  this  adventurer  bed  explored,  great 
wdnders  might  reasonably^  be  expected^  aod  such  he  en- 


iSLfi  OF  MAN.  Mft 

countered,  for  when,  after  awaiting  his  farther  signal  tiU 
theit  patience  was  exhausted,  his  companions  wound  np 
the  rope,  and  brought  the  submarine  traveller  to  the  upp^ 
regions  agajn,  he  gave  a  most  splendid  account  of  the 
scenes  he  had  left. — **  After,''  said  he,  **  I  had  passed  the 
region  of  fishes,  I  descended  into  a  pure  element,  clear  as 
air,  through  which,  as  I  floated,  I  saw  the  bottom  of  the 
watery  world,  paired  with  coral  and  a  shining  kind  of  peb^ 
ble,  which  glittered  like  sun-beams  reflected  on  glass.  Oa 
looking  through  the  little  windows  of  my  prison,  I  saw 
streets  and  squares  on  every  side,  ornamented  with  huge 
pyramids  of  crystal,  and  one  building  in  particular  attracted 
my  attention,  composed  vff  raotlier-of-pearl,  embossed  with 
sheHs  of  various  descriptions,  and  all  colours.  Having  wilk 
Snftnite  difficulty  forced  my  enclosure  towards  this  palace,  I 
got  entrance  into  a  very  spacious  room ;  the  furniture  was 
amber,  and  the  floor  inlaid  with  diamonds,  topases,  rubies, 
end  emeralds :  1  saw  also  several  rings,  chains,  and  car* 
kanets,  of  all  manner  of  precious  stones,  set  after  our 
fashions,  which,  I  suppose,,  had  been  the  prey  of  the  vrinde 
and  waves.  These  were  hanging  loosely  on  the  jasper 
walls,  and  I  could  easily  have  made  a  booty  of  immense 
value,  if,  at  the  moment  vrhen  I  had  edged  my  machine 
near  enough  td' reach  them,  you  had  not  interposed  between 
me  and  my  good  fortune,  by  the  precipitancy  with  which  I 
-was  drawn  hack  at  the  moment  of  success."* 

This  atory,  which,  at  least,  proves  the  poetical  talent  of 
the  adventurer,  may  serve  the  metrical  tale-mongers  of  the 
present  day,  and  g^ve  a  title  variety  and  relief  from  the 
-tiresome  sameness  of  silver  moon -beams  and  verdant  mea* 
dows,  especially  if  duly  iuterspersed  with  the  loves  of  the 
mermen  and  maids,  who,  according  to  the  narrator,  inhabit 
these  splendid  abodes. 

-    *  Sec  Waldroh*!  Works,  page  17g. 
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Prices  of  Pravisione — Rent — Servants*  Wages,  ij^c. 

A.LL  that  r«naiB8  of  my  teak  is  to  give  that  prmDised 
acak  of  prices,  which  may  enable  persons  interested  in  the 
inquiry^  to  form  an  estimate  of  the  ezpenees  incident  to  a 
residence  in  the  Isle  of  Man: 

Rent  will  be  found  to  be  the  beaviett  article  of  fanuly 
expenditmre.  A  respectable  house  of  from  ten  to  twelve 
rooms  can  searcriy  be  met  with  in  a  good  situation,  either 
in  Douglas  or  Castletown,  under  £90  or  wfiO  per  annum. 
The  towns  of  Ramsay  and  Peel  offer  accommodations  at  a 
much  lower  price.  Lodgings  furnished  are  let  in  propor- 
tion ;  unfurnished,  few  can  be  met  with. 

The  best  mode  of  proriding  moveables  is  from  LiTerpooi, 
where  they  can  be  purchased  cheaper,  freight  included, 
than  in  the  island ;  except  at  sales,  whence  many  persona 
collect  their  furniture  on  very  moderate  terms :  but  these 
trsBsfers  of  property  are  much  less  frequent  than  they  were, 
when  the  resort  of  strangers  was  greater. 

Wages  of  female  domestics  are  in  proportion  to  their 
abiliUes,  from  «C4  to  ^£7  per  annum.  Those  who  neglect 
to  hire  at  May  and  November  are  often  greatly  inconveni- 
enced, as  in  the  intervals  few  good  servante  can  be  met 
with.  The  natives  will  always  be  preferred  on  experience, 
notwithstanding  they  are  somewhat  less  intelligent,  yet  are 
they  much  more  trustworthy  than  those  from  the  neigh* 
'bouring  counties,  for  this  obvious  reason,  that  persons  of 
good  character  in  that  class  will  hardly  find  it  oeoessary  to 
leave  their  native  place  in  pursuit  of  lower  wages.  Men 
servants,  to  occupy  the  posto  of  butler,  groom,  or  even 
footman,  are  hardly  to  be  procured :  their  salaries  are  in 
consequence  quite  undetermined. 
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Butchers*  meat  is  somewhat  above  the  proportionate  rate 
of  other  articles,  except  pork»  which  is  often  as  low  as  8<L 
a  pound  ;  for  the  rest,  beef,  mutton,  and  yeal,  average  7d. 
Wheat  is  at  this  time  only  Ss.  the  bushel ;  fine  flower  20a. 
coarse  17s.  the  cwt.  Oatmeal  is  an  article  of  general  con- 
sumption, being  made  into  flat  cakes  as  a  substitute  for 
wheaten  bread,  and  always  used  at.the  servant's  table. 

Of  well  fed  and  full  grown  fbwb  or  ducks  the  price  is 
8s.  6d.  the  couple ;  a  goose  from  Ss.  6d.  lo  ds.  a  turkey 
from  Ss.  to  5s.  Fish  is  abundant  and  cheap ;  a  good  dish 
may  almost  always  be  had  for  one  shilling,  sometimes  for 
half  the  sum.  The  sorts  most  abundant,  besides  herrings, 
are  rock  cod,  whiting,  mackerel,  gurnet,  haddock,  with  most 
kinds  of  flat  fish.  None  of  the  shell  fish  are  very  plentiful, 
except  crabs.  Scollops  and  lobsters  are  to  be  met  with  in 
the  season ;  the  latter,  large  and  small  together,  are  sold 
for  9s.  the  doien.  The  oysters  on  the  coast  are  not  good^ 
but  a  supply  sometimes  come  in  from  Ireland. 

.Wines  and  liquors  are  articles  of  luxury  to  be  had  on 
very  moderate  terms*  Port  about  38s.  the  dozen,  which  is 
of  an  excellent  quality ;  the  white  wines  are  neither  so 
good  nor  so  cheap ;  and  with  regard  to  the  former,  it  is 
much  the  best  plan  to  import  a  pipe.  This  is  usually  done 
by  economists;  and  where  the  quantity  is  too  much  for 
one  family^  two  or  more  join  together,  and  by  this  means 
procure  a  better  artide  considerably  under  the  retailer's 
price.  Rum  is  9s.  the  gallon,  brandy  13s.  geneva  10s. 
As.  a  custom  prevails  of  rewarding  all  small  services  with 
a  glass,  it  is  the  practice  with  most  people  to  be  provided 
vrith  an  inferior  sort  of  rum  for  this  purpose.  Ale  is  sold 
in  barrels  at  one  shilling  the  gallon ;  but  this  price  is  far 
beyond  the  average  of  malt  and  hops ;  and  if  families  were 
to  adopt  the  practice  of  brewing  for  their  own  consump- 
tion, they  would  find  an  essential  saving. 

Coals  are  from  36s.  to  84s.  according  to  quantity  or 
scarcity,  per  ton.     Grocery  is  regulated  by  the  Gngliah 


at  first  much  puztled  by  tbe  difiereDce  between  Manx  and 
English  money.  In  general  the  prices  charged  in  the 
Bhops  are  calcalated  on  British  currency,  but  the  dealings 
in  the  market,  and  with  the  country  people,  are  carried  on 
usually  upon  the  old  terms  of  i4d.  to  the  shilling.  Butter 
is  from  lOd.  to  Is.  the  pound  ;  eggs  twenty  for  a  shilling 
on  an  ayerage  of  the  year. 

All  that  I  hare  now  stated  refers  to  a  residence  in  the 
towns  ;  but  persons  to  whom  a  strict  economy  is  either  de- 
sirable or  necessary,  would  in  all  probability  find  it  com- 
bined with  more  ease  and  comfort  at  a  short  distance  in  the 
country,  where  Tery  good  family  houses  are  easily  attain- 
able, with  ten  or  twenty  acres  of  land,  on  moderate  terms. 
The  wages  of  a  labourer  are  from  £i^  to  jf  14  per  annum 
with  his  board ;  or  if  he  maintains  himself,  and  is  a  supe- 
rior workman,  12s.  per  week  in  summer,  and  10s.  in  winter. 
The  price  of  a  good  cow  in  full  milk  is  from  £M  to  ^14 
according  to  the   size.     The  quantity  of  milk  arerages 
about  four  gallons  per  diem ;  two  of  these  wiH  supply  a 
moderate  family  with  seven  or  eight  pounds  of  butter  per 
week,  besides  tbe  ordinary  consumption  of  milk  and  cream. 
If,  in  addition,  they  can  raise  their  own  grain,  potatoes, 
and  poultry,  the  articles  to  be  purchased  with  money  come 
within  a  very  moderate  compass.     I  know  several  families 
of  eight  or  ten  persons  who  have  adopted  this  system,  and 
live  in  the  utmost  ease  and  abundance  on  «£dOO  per  annum, 
many  of  them  keeping  a  carriage ;  by  which,  however,  1 
mean  simply  a  convenience  for  moving  from  place  to  place, 
combining  neither  show  nor  state,  driven  by  the  labourer 
in  his  Sunday  clothes,  sitting  behind  the  same  horses  he  at 
•other  times  follows  in  the  plough  or  the  cart :  for  as  there 
are  no  taxes  on  these  sort  of  vehicles,  nor  even  a  turnpike 
to  add  to  the  charges,  the  first  cost  is  the  whole  consider- 
ation; and  this  may  be  large  or  small  according  to  the 
taste  or  the  ability  of  the  purchaser. 
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The  foregoing  estimate,  I  think,  cannot  fail  to  prove  the 
assertion,  that  in  point  of  expence  the  Isle  of  Man 
offers  a  favourable  retreat  for  persons  of  middling  fortune : 
for  if  the  advantage  and  recommendations  thus  set  forth^ 
are  not  considered  as  more  than  a  counterbalance  to  the 
few  defects  and  inconveniences  which  I  have  stated  with 
equal  impartiality,  it  must  be  that  /  have  failed  in  my  in- 
tended description  of  both;  or  that  an  undue  weight  is 
given  to  points  which,  in  faol,  though  material  blemishes 
in  the  constitution,  are  yet  far  from  being  generally  felt. 
In  writing  the  history  of  the  island,  and  particularly  of  its 
present  state,  I  should  have  been  justly  chargeable  with 
disingenuity  if  I  had  disguised  or  omitted  palpable  facts ; 
but  nothing  can  be  more  true,  than  that  numbers  have  re- 
sided for  years  without  feeling  the  operation  of  these  evils, 
v?hich  are  like  a  latent  or  an  hereditary  distemper,  neither 
felt  nor  seen  till  concurring  circumstances  awaken  or  call 
forth  the  lurking  evil. 

A  short  space  of  time,  a  little  correction  of  defects  in 
the  laws,  and  a  hearty  co-operation  with  future  settlers,  is, 
I  am  persuaded,  all  that  is  wanted  to  restore  the  island  to 
a  higher  degree  of  prosperity  than  it  has  ever  yet  known. 
The  Isle  of  Man  has  within  itself  the  seeds  both  of  ease 
and  plenty ;  and  surely  the  wisdom  to  give  them  due  cul- 
tivation, wUl  not  be  wanting  in  a  people  who  have  in  the 
last  few  years  made  such  rapid  advances  in  intellectual 
improvement. 
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Sev.  Mr.  Wihon^s  Letter  to  the  Earl  of  Derby. 


MY  LORD, 

I!^OTHIN^0  but  E  seq^e  of  doty  and  gratitii4e  would 
have  put  me  upon  this  .liberty ;  but  because  I  have  reasoa 
to  believe,  it  concerns  your  lordship,  I  can  willingly  hazard 
all  future  favqurs.your  lordship,  designs  me,  rather  than  be 
silent  in  a  jmatter  of  this  moment,  though  I  have  no  reasoa 
to  fear  any  such  ^cpnsequepces;  I  do,  therefore,  with  all 
imaginable  submission,  offer  these  following  particulars  to 
your  consi4era1ion. 

First,  Though  severa)  of  the  debts  be,  as  your  lordship 
urges,  uojiist,  and,,  perhaps,  most  of  the  bills  in  part  un- 
reasonable,, yet  is  it  very  proibable  that  a  great  many  are 
really  just ;  and  if  .these  are  ,not  paid,  those  who  suffer 
have  just  complaint  to  God  and  man,  which  must  certainly 
have  an  ill  infl|ience  on  your  lordship's  afiairs. 

Secondly,  That  several  in  this  neighbourhood  are  un- 
done, if  they  are  not  speedily  considered ;  they  are  forced 
to  the  last  necessity,  some  to  sell  their  estates,  others  to 
leave  their  country,  or  lie  in  jail  for  debts  which  are  owing 
to  them  from  your  lordship.     They  come  day  after  day 
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of ;  and  so  your  lordship  neyer  comes  to  know  what  they 
suffer*  Your  lordship  sees  what  methods  the  rest,  who  are 
'  more  able,  are  taking ;  and  you  best  know  what  may  be  the 
consequence :  but  howeTcr  it  ends,  if  their  denuinds  are 
just,  they  will  still  ikttre  reasoii  tN>  OMiplain  of  the  wrong 
that  b  done  them. 

Your  lordship  is  never  suffered  to  know  the  influence 
these  things  have  on  your  tAtpMtd  affidrs ;  but  I  am  ready 
to  make  it  out,  whenever  your  lordship  shall  think  it  your 
interest  to  inquire  into  this  matter,  that  you  constantly  pay 
one-third  more  for  what  you  want  than  other  people  do.  I 
know  very  few  care  or  are  concerned  at  this ;  but  I  cannot 
Jmt  see  and  lament  this  hardship,  which  cannot  possibly  be 
remedied  till  your  lordship  has  taken  some  order  with  your 
creditors,  and  reformed  those  who  have  the  disposal  of 
your  monies. 

'  -I  mi  Wo«  aUetofcfrcfsefe  liow  tkdnii  tbHil^  HiKL  ^8,  sCkid 
^^^ablfot  tell'l^hiilthc^  to«y  teibre^  Ibiftumpt.  It  fe 
^oo  nkeTy  fhat  iT  aft'y  disltfrbialiife  liaqpi{>M  111  Uttt  g^^emtotM, 
fliefr  Iranfs  'ftmyttisfke^ih^ta  '<Aesp)ffafe,  &nll  ttek  fittisA^ 
IMoKnt.  1  liaVe  ^Men  latdy  foM,  sotoi^  'of  thefli  Ifsrve 
^eMtened "some  liuch  ihingi  Itod  'hi^,  Iny  Ibrd^  if  I  'hat« 
iaid  tifiry  (hflig  uYibecdtnhig^  «tee,  t  hOp^^0lir1of*A9Wp*«rin 
pardon  me,  and  think  it  a  fault  of  indisi^k^etibti  fktket  IhafH 
d^'f^n.  H  mean  lioh^y,  4utl  tKttt  Jo^  ^kfrdshlp  may 
think  s6, 1  flopfbtestinthe  jMsenbis  of  ^God,  tittft  I  InA 
tMthir  'Mg  an  ntfy  life  tfian  lyeso  fAt  #aiitittg: to  toy  duly, 
is  liot  "to  littte  giVeti  you  th^se  lAort  liiiMs,  IvWeb  «yMr 
lordsliip  cdiild  *not  possibly  Itate,  but  from  i^te  ^AM 
servant,  as  I  predainete  subsdtfte  ltiy«(tf,  ^fte.  &e.*%e. 

TfiO*AS*WtlJS0ll. 


No.  2. 

Bishop  Wthon's  Character  tf  his  W^e,  exiraeieifrom 
the  Prayer  composed  by  him  on  her  Deat^. 

The  memory  of  the  juit  ii  blessed.-^  Pr»o.  x\  f,*  *^  ' 

^|l4M(G|ITY  God,  %  author  of  life  and  death,  ^ho 
dost  not  afflict  willingly,  nor  grieve  the  chil()ren  9f  men  1 
I  do,  in  all  humility,  submit  my  will  entirely  to  thine,  most 
humbly  l^e^ee^hip,^  tb^e  to  accf^t  of  nuiy.  tj^anl^s  find  .praise 
for  all  the  graces  and  favours  vouchsafed  to  my  wife,  now 
in  peace ;  for  her  great  modesty  and  meekness  of  spirit ; 
for  her  remarkable  duty  to  her  parents,  and  !ove  to  her  re- 
lations ;  for  her  great  love  to  me  and  my  friendii,  and  for 
her  fidelity  to  her  marriage- yows ;  for  her  tender  affection 
for  her  children,  in  performing  all  the  offices  of  a  kind  and 
pious  mother ;  for  her  peculiar  care  of  her  family,  and  the 
prudence  and  mildness  by  which  she  governed  it ;  for  her 
unaffected  modesty  in  her  own  and  her  children's  apparel„ 
and  the  great  humility  of  her  conversation  with  all  sorts  of 
persons ;  for  her  great  compassion  for  the  poor  and  mise- 
rable, and  her  cheerful  compliance  with  me  in  relieving^ 
them. 

I  bless  thy  holy  name  for  these,  and  all  other  fruits  of 
thy  holy  Spirit;  but  above  all,  I  most  heartily  thank  the 
Xiord  for  her  piety  to  him  during  her  health,  and  for  hia 
mercies  to  her  in  the  time  of  sickness  ;  for  her  hearty  re- 
pentance, stedfast  faith  in  the  promises  of  the  Gosper» 
unfeigned  charity  ;  her  humble  submission  to  God's  good 
pleasure,  and  patient  suffering  what  his  hand  had  laid 
upon  her ;  for  all  the  spiritual  comforts  the  gracious  God 


r 


oia  Yononsaie  ner,  ine  oppoiruniues  ot  receiTing  \ne  Diesw 
•ed  saorameiit,  thd  prayers  of  the  faithful,  the  minbtry  of 
absolution,  and  the  assistance  of  her  pious  firieads  at  the 
hour  of  death. 

With  these  reflections  I  comfort  my  soul,  stedfastlj  be- 
licTiag,  that  none  of  these  graces  and  favours  were  lost 
upon  her ;  but  that  she  departed  in  the  true  faith  and  fear 
of  GK>d ;  and  therefore  I  do  humbly  pray  to  thee.  Oh  bles- 
sed Jesus,  in  whose  hands  are  the  souls  of  the  £uthful, 
after  they  are  delivered  from  the  burthen  of  the  flesh,  that 
we  may  in  thy  good  time  meet  in  joy,  and  hare  our  perfeet 
consummation  in  bliss,  both  in  body  and  soul,  in  thine 
eternal  kingdom,  &c. 

See  I4fe  of  Thonuu  WOsam,  ito.  ffol  I.  p.  82. 
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No.  8. 
BUkopWUsan'gAddrMtohUCkUdren. 

MT  DIAR  CHILDREN^ 

J.F  I  do  not  live  to  tell  you  why  I  haTo  saved  do  more  for 
you  out  of  my  bishopric,  let  this  satisfy  you :  that  the  less 
you  have  of  goods  gathered  from  the  ehurch,  the  better  the 
rest  that  I  leave  you  will  prosper.  Church  livings  were 
toever  designed  to  make  fiimilies,  or  to  raise  portions  out  of 
them,  but  to  maintain  ourfamiliesi  to  keiep  up  our  hospi*- 
tality,  to  feed  the  poor,  &c.  And  one  day  you  will  be  glad 
that  this  was  my  settled  opinion ;  and  Ood  grant  that  I 
may  act  accordingly ! 

Remember,  that  the  daughter  of  a  priest,  if  taken  in  a 
fault,  was  to  be  put  to  death  under  Moses's  law.  Lev. 
xxi.  9. 

I  never  expect,  and  I  thank  God  I  never  desire,  that 
you  or  your  children  should  ever  be  great ;  but  if  ever  the 
providence  of  Ood  should  raise  any  that  proceed  from  my 
loins  to  any  degpree  of  worldly  wealth  or  honour,  I  desire 
they  will  look  back  to  the  place  and  person  from  i^h'ence 
they  came.  This  will  keep  them  humble  and  sober  minded. 
But  above  all,  I  desire  they  will  never  think  themselves  .too 
good  to  be  servants. 


Ho.  4 

lb  the Tweaty-fonr  Keys,  Ifrp rntintitlTri  nf  Hn  Pfupum  nf  Hjilsle. 

J%MOHQi  the  muy  indif  oilits  p^t  umm  U99  the  V^hQjf 
#pd  Yican  general,  ^ f  late  years,  by  the  tempopal  couit,  that 
of  h^og  fined  at  the  last  Tyo wald  in  not  the  least  afflicting. 
In  reg^d  ih%i  wbaiaofeyer  is  said  to  1^  dope  ^{  that  solema 
nssembljr,  (^  is  thu  order  for  fining^  us,)  wiU  by  ppstenty 
be  iinderotoocl  to  h%Te  be^  doo^  ffiiU  the  fc^Qwl^ge  ^ui 
approbation  of  the  whole,  which  consisting  of  (be  gOTer|iQ|r^ 
i^cHOiaU,  deemstarst  and  iwenty^biur  keys,  vo  desim  to 
Ji^mw  wbethsr  yon,  tb^  9^i4  keys,  mre  n^i^^  ac^ainted 
with,  or  gave  yonr  consent  to,  the  said  order,  or  to  oi)r 
l^reaent  inqprisonmiept  ? 

Aad  fofawmck  as  we  sfere  t)iat  dajr.  openly  cbvged  witli 
«nevoising  a  spijritaal  tyranny,  you  who  dwell  iu  ssTeral 
imria  of  this  isle,  may  do  ns  tibe  JMstU^e  of  t^tifyiog  whe^ 
llier  yon  know  4Mr  heUgye  there  be  any  just  cause  for  so 
knayyt  nnd  {sn  we  pminade  •ursehos)  st  froundlesjs  »|i 


Thomas  Sodor  md  If  Alt. 

WiLLUM  Walkbs,  >,_.         ^ 

-        ^  >y tears  General. 

John  Corohey.      } 

Dated  Castle  Ruehen,  July  10,  17SS. 


Tki  Answer  of  the  Keyi. 


MT  LORD  AND  REY.  OBNTLEMtN, 


the  Keys  of  Man,  as  -well  to  satisfy  yourlordship^ 
and  you  the  ecclesiastical  judges,  as  to  justify  ourselves  to 
posterity,  do  hereby  certify  and  declare,  that  though  we 
were  present  at  the  Tynwald  during  the  whole  time  of  the 
sitting  of  the  court,  and  until  the  same  was  dismissed  as 
usual,  we  were  neither  made  acquainted  with  nor  gave  our 
consent  to  the*  order  you  mention ;  neither  was  any  such 
order  there  made  or  concerted ;  and  therefore  we  could  not 
but  be  much  surprised  to  hear  of  your  being  then  fined, 
and  afterwards  imprisoned. 

As  to  the  charge  of  exercising  a  spiritual  tyranny,  we 
do  solemnly  testify  (as  we  are  in  duty  bound)  that  there  is 
no  cause  to  us  known  for  so  strange  an  imputation,  being 
verily  persuaded,  that  you  have  been  so  far  from  assuming 
to  yourseWes  an  undue  authority,  that  the  church  was 
never  better  governed  than  in  your  time,  nor  justice  more 
impartially  administered  in  the  ecclesiastical  courts  of  this 
isle. 


J.  Stivbnson, 

ROBT.  CURPHBT, 

'^if.  Christian, 
SuL.  Ratclifvb, 
Thos.  Co&let, 
James  Banckeb, 

Thos.  Christian, 


PHIt.  MOOBJE, 

J.  Wattleworth,  jun. 
Jas.  Christian, 
John  Curohey, 
John  Murray, 
Edmund  Corlet, 
John  Christian. 


I,  Thomas  Stevenson,  not  being  present  at  the  Tynwald, 
agree  with  my  brethren  only  in  respect  of  the  latter  clause. 

Thos.  Stevenson. 


hereof. 

JoH)f  Stephenson. 
Coitletown,  July  11,  17K. 

See  Appendix  to  the  life  of  Thomas  Wil&oii,  4to.  toL' 
1,  p.  112. 


JOVENDEgL  ftl» 


No;  5. 

TO  TQE  KIN<^'8  MO0T  EXCEUBMT  MAJESTY. 

X  HE  humble  petition  of  Thomas  Wilson^  D.  D.  in  Ij^e^ 
.  half  of  his  father,  the! Bishop  of  Man,  and  the  inha*- 

bitants  of  the  island,  humbly  shewethj 
By  the  late  embargo,  and  an  act  of  Parliament  just  now 
passed,  the  corn  and  provisions  are  prohibited  from.beins 
exported  to  the  Isle  of  Man,  from  any  port.  of. the. three 
kingdoms ;  by  ^hich  means  your  petitioner's  father,  and 
the  inhabttantfl  of  that  place,  labour  under  the  inexpressi- 
ble want  of  provisions,  especially  bread  com;  so  that,,  if 
)iot  speedily  relieved,  many  thousands  are  in  imminent 
danger  of  being  starved.  And  what  adds  to  their  melan- 
choly oircuinstances  is,  that  it  hath  pleased  God  to  aflUct 
them  with  a  pestilential  flux,  owing,  in  a  great  measure, 
to  the.  want  of  wholesome  food, 

,  In  this  deplorable  case  they  have  no  other  way  left,  but 
to  apply  to  his  sacred  msgesty,  the  father  of  his  people^ 
t|iat  he  will  be  gr^cio^sly  pleased  to  order  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  bread  com  from  the  ports  of  Liverpool  or  White- 
haven I  they  giving  security  that  it  shall  be  Iftnded  snd 
expended  only  for  the  use  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Isle  of 
lifan.  The  granting  of  which  will  for  ever  lay  the  said 
bishop  and  the  inhabitants  under  the  most  lasting  sense  of 
gratitude,  and  the  sincerest  acknowledgments  for  a  favour 
tp  w^iiph  they  are  to  oi^e  their  health  and  lives. 

91  8p 


No.». 


Letter  to  the  King. 


MAT  IT^LBASE  TB#  KINOES  MOST  SACRED  H AJE8TT 

jLO  Moem  the  most  grateftl  etkn^ifleigmemts  of  the 
ancieDt  Bishop  of  Man^  for  his  majcsiy^s  great  cimdescen- 
itMi  and  late  royal  favote*  to  the  son  of  the  bishop,  'whose 
dbeoure  diobese,  asd'  remote  sitpatioa^  might  justly  haye 
forUd  hitn  all  expeptatmis  of  so  high  a  aatare  kbih  a  royal 
hamA,  May  hoth  the  father  and  the  son  eyer  act  worOiy  of 
ao  dhitinf  aialiiiig  a  favour  I  and  aaay  the  Kiog  of  kings 
Uetfs  Us  aiyssty  with  all  the  graoes  aad  yatues  wUch  are 
Aeeessary  for  his-  high  atation  aod  for  his  eternal  happhidte, 
and  eanhle  his  majesty  to  overconse  all  the  difiealties  he 
ihall  m^et  whh  ahroad,*  and  bring  him  haek  to  bis  kiag- 
doai»  here  ia  peace  and  safety ;  and  <uily  to  an  eveilast- 
ing  kingdom  hereafter ;  wbloh  has  been  atid  shall  be  the 
iincere  and  constant  prayer  of  Us  nsajesty's  moat  gr^teftil, 
dtttffali  a»d  ftiithAil  subject  and  seryaat, 

Thomas  SoboH  and  Man. 


tsle  of  Man^  May  i,  1718. 


*  'fhe  king  was  in  Hanofer 


Letter  to  his  Son  at  the  $ame  time. 


JL  AM  both  surprised  and  pleased  with  the  unexpected 
favours  conferred  upon  you,  both  by  tbcf  king  and  tb^ 
Bishop  of  Salisbury.  I  hope  in  God  you  will  answer  the 
great  ends  of  his  providence,  in  raising  you  such  friends, 
and  in  putting  into  your  hands  such  unlooked-for  talentp, 
hi  order  to  improve  them  to  his  glory,  and  to  your  own 
salvation.  For  my  own  part,  I  have  ever  received  such 
favours  with  fear,  lest  I  should  be  tempted  to  dishonour 
God  by  his  own  gifts  ;  and  it  shall  be  my  daily  prayers  for 
you  that  you  may  never  do  so.  This  was  the  case  with 
the  wisest  and  greatest  of  men,  whose  history  and  fall 
were  part  of  this  day's  service  of  the  church. 

Enclose^  you  have  a  letter  to  his  majesty.  Perhaps, 
you  may  not  approve  of  the  style  (his  instead  of  your 
majesty,]  but  I  know  it  to  be  more  becoming,  and  will  be 
better  accepted  by  a  foreigner,  and  therefore  it  shall  pass. 

I  have  also  written  to  the  Bishop  of  Salisbury,  to  whom 
my  most  grateful  service  and  thanks.  According  to  my 
notion  of  writing  to  his  majesty,  I  ought  not  to  have  sub- 
scribed mjT  name;  but  I  have  done  it,  lest  you  should 
iave  thought  otherwise. 


N6.7. 

Heads  of  a  Bill,  proposed  in  Tynwald,  for  Amemdment 
of  the  Criminal  Law, 

Isle  of  Man  to  wit, — Wheeeas,  by  an  act  of  Tynwald^ 
promulgated  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1737,  itis  enacted,  that 
^'  No  court,  judge,  or  magistrate,  within  this  isle  whatso- 
ever, shdU  have  power  or  authority  for  the  future  to  impose 
or  inflict  any  fines  or  pupishment  upon  any  person  or  per- 
sons within  the  said  isle,  for  or  on  account  of  any  criminal 
cause  whatsoever,  until  he,  she,  or  they  be  first  convicted 
by  the  verdict  or  presentment  of  four,  six,  or  more  mea, 
as  the  case  shall  require,  upon  some  statute  law  in  force  in 
the  said  isle/*  And  whereas  doubts  have  been  entertained 
whether  such  act  of  Tynwald  extends  to  treasons  and 
felonies  at  and  by  the  common  law  of  the  island,  or  oily 
\o  other  smaller  crimes,  offences,  and  misdemeanors. — 
We  therefore,  &c.  And  be  it  enacted,  &c.  &c.  That  the 
said  act  of  Tynwald  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to 
any  treason  or  felony  which  subsists  at,  by,  and  under  the 
common  hiw  of  the  island. -»And  whereas  it  is  expedient 
that  certain  treasons,  felonies,  misdemeanors,  crimes,  aod 
offences  should  be  described  with  greater  certainty  than 
has  hitherto  been  done  by  the  laws  of  the  island ;  and  that 
certain  other  crimes  and  ofiences  should  be  oiaoied  and 
declared  to  be  treasons,  felonies,  and  misdemeanors* — Be 
it  tberrfore  further  enacted, 

triasoms^ 
1.  That  the  felonious  and  traitorous  compassing  or  ima- 
gining the  death  of  our  sovereign  lord  the  king^  of  evr 


ABPSNDIX.  Sit 

fody  the  queen,  or  of  their  eldest  son  and  heir,  is  and  shall 
be  held  to  be  high  treason^  and  punishable  by  death. 

3.  That  the  felohions  and '  traitorous  violation  of  the 
king's  companion,  or  king's  eldest  daughter,  unmarried; 
or  the  wife  of  the  king's  eldest  son  and  heir,  is  and  shall 
be  held  to  be  high  treasany  and  punishable  by  death. 

8.  That  the  feloriidus  and  traitorous  levying  wkr  against 
oursoTereign  lord  the  king  in  his  redlm,  is  and  shall  be 
held  to  be  high  treasan;  and  punishable  by  death. 

4b  That  the  felonious  and  traitorous  adhering  to  the 
king's  enemies  in  bis  realm^  the  giving  them  aid  and  com^ 
ibrt  in  the  realm,  or  elsewhere^  is  and  shall  be  held  to'  be 
high  treason,  and  punishable  by  death* 

5.  That  the  felonious  and  traitorous  counterfeiting  the 
king's  great  seal,  or  privy  seal,  or  his  Mgn  manual,  or 
privy  signet^  is  and  shall  be  held  to  he  high  treason,  and 
punishable  by  death. 

6.  That  the  felonious  and  traitorous  counterfeiting  the 
king's  moneys  or  the  bringing  false  money  into  the  said 
isle,  counterfeit  to  the  king's  coin,  knowing  such  money  to 
be  false,  to-merehnndize,  and  making  payment  withal,  is 
and  shall  be  held  to  be  high  treason j  and  punishable  by 
deatfau 

7.  That  the  felonious  and  traitorous  slaying  the  king's 
governor,  the  king's  lieutenant  governor,  the  members  of 
the  couBctl,  or  any  of  them,  the  deemsters,  or  either  of 
them,  the  keys,  or  any  of  them,  being  in  ^eir  places, 
doing  their  offices,  is  and  shall  be  held  to  be  high  treason, 
and  punishable  by  death.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  &e 
That  nothing  shall  be  adjudged  to  be  high  treason  in  the 

.  ftaid  isle,  but  what  is  in  and  by  this  act  enacted,  dedared, 
and  described  to  be  high  treaeon,  and  that  no  person  or 
persons  shall  be  attainted  of  any  of  the  treasons  enacted, 
declared,  and  described  by  tfaas  act,  except  on  some  open 
aad  overt  act  and  deed^  charged  against  him,*  her,  or 
them. 


8.  That  tke  mnlawful  and  fekiiioBS  MMittg  of  anotber, 
Tfith  maUce  aforeihoagbty  either  expreBs  or  implied,  is  and 
ihall  he  held  to  be  Moajr  aad  wmrder^  asd  pwiishable  by 
death. 

9.  That  the  felonious  raTiahmeat  a&d  carnal  knowledge 
of  a  woman,  against  her  will,  is  and  shall  be  held  to  ho 
felony  and  rmpe^  and  punishable  by  death. 

'  1(K  That  the  felonious  ravislment  and  carnal  knowledge 
of  a  female  child,  under  the  age  of  ten  years,  either  with 
or  without  her  consent,  is  and  shaU  be  held  to  be  felony 
and  rapcy  and  punishable  by  deatfi. 

/il.  That  the  felonious  aad  carnal  knowledge,  against 
the  order  of  nature,  by  mankind  with  mankind,  or  with 
brute  beast,  is  and  shall  be  held  to  be  felony  and  brnggerf^ 
and  punishable  by  death. 

12.  That  the  £eh>nious  breaking  and  entering  into  the 
dwelUng-house  of  another  by  night,  with  a^  intention  to 
commit  a  felony,  any  person  or  persons  being  then  inhabit- 
ing in  such  house,  is  and  shall  be  held  to  be  felony  and 
burglary f  and  punishable  by  death. 

IS.  That  the  felonious,  wilful,  and  malicious  burning  of 
the  house,  mill,  out-house,  office,  barn,  stable,  ship,  boat, 
or  Tessel,  of  another,  any  person  or  persons  being  then  in 
any  such  building,  ship,  boat,  or  Tessel,  other  than  the 
perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  such  burning,  or  aiding  and 
assisting  therein,  is  and  shall  be  held  to  be  fidony  aad 
ortfoit,  and  punishable  by  death.-^-And  that  the  felonious, 
witfttl,  and  malicious  burning  of  any  stack  of  pom,  stack  of 
bay,  stack  of  straw,  atack  of  furse,  stack  of  turf,  stack  of 
Kng,  stack  of  lorn,  stack  of  wood,  or  stack  of  potatoe 
haulm,  of  another,  any  such  stacks  being  adjMning  in  any 
house,  out-house,  office,  barn,  or  stable,  in  any  of  which 
huildings  any  person  or  pereons  shall  then  be,  other  than 
the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  such  burning,  or  the 


fdoBy  and  arson,  and  pmlisbable  bjr  deatb. 

14.  That  tha  felonious  afi4  forcible  ate^iluig,  taking,  and 
parrjing  away  from  the  person  of  another,  of  goede  or 
money^  of  any  value,  by  violence,  or  putting  Bucb  person 
in  fear,  is  ind  shall  be  beM  tp  be  fdony  and  r^bbery^  and 
punishable  by  death. 

15.  That  the  fdonious  returning  frmn  tramsporiatitm^ 
or  the  being  seen  at  large  within  the  said  isle,  without 
lawful  cause,  bdEore  the  expiration  of  the  term  for  which 
the  offender  was  ordered  to  be  transported,  or  bad  agreed 
to  Utmsport  himself,  or  herself,  is  and  shall  be  held  to  ba 
felony,  and  punishable  by  death* 

16.  That  the  felonious  and  f^e  making,  forgingj  coHn^ 
terfeiting,  or  altering,  or  caosiiig,  or  procuring  to  be  falsely 
made,  forged,  counterfeited,  or  altered,  or  the  willingly 
acting  or  assisting  in  the  false  making,  forging,  counter^ 
feiting,  or  aJtering  any  act  of  Tynwald,-  or  any  decree, 
judgment,  or  execution,  or  any  reesrd  or  process  of  any  of 
the  courts  of  the  said  isle,  or  any  Terdict  of  any  jury,  or 
deposition  of  any  witness,  dply  taken  and  signed  by  or 
before  any  court,  magistrate,  or  jury,  within  the  said  isle, 
w  any  deed,  charter,  writing  sealed^  court  roll,  will,  writ- 
ing testamentary,  bond,  writing  obligatory,  memorial  of  the 
iiirplment  or  registration  pf  any  deed  or  will,  bill  of  exchange, 
promissory  note  for  the  payment  of  money,  acquittance, 
receipt,  either  for  money  or  goods,  release  or  discharge  of 
any  debt,  account,  action,  suit,  or  demand,  the  number  of 
any  principal  sum  of  any  aocountaUe  reoetpt  for  any  note, 
MI9  or  other  security,  for  the  payment  of  money,  or  imy 
warrant  or  order  for  paynient  of  money,  or  ddiivery  of  goods, 
with  the  intention  to  d^aud  any  ]ier8on  or  corporation 
whatsoerer,  is  and  shall  be  held  to  be  forffery  and  felony, 
and  punishable  by  death,  or  transportation  for  life,  at  the 
discretioiL  of  the  court  of  general  gaol  deliyery,  according 
to  the  malignity  of  the  offence. 


17.  Tbat  the  fetoniom  uttermg^  or  pubUgkimg  ag  irae, 
any  fahey  forged,  oottnterfeited,  or  altered  act  of  Tyn*- 
waldy  or  any  deeree,  .judgment,  or  executioo,  or  any  reeord 
or  proeets  of  any  of  the  courts,  or  any  venjii^  of  any  jory^ 
or  depooition  of  any  witocee,  daly  taken  and  signed  hy  or 
before  any  court,  magistratei  or  jury,  within  the  said  isk^ 
or  any  deed,  charter,  writing  sealed,  court  roll,  will,  wrU? 
isg  testamentary,  bond,  writing  obligatory,  memorial  of  Ihe 
inrohnent  or  registration  of  any  deed,  or  will,  bill  of  .ex* 
change,  promissory  note  for  the  payment  of  money,  in^ 
dorsement,  asMgoin^nt,  or  aceeptance  of  any  bill  of  ex^ 
change,  or  .promissory  note  for  the  payment  of  money,  ac« 
quittance  or  receipt,  either  for  money  or  goods,  release  or 
discharge  for  any  debt,  account,  action,  suit  or  other  de- 
mand, the  number  of  any  principal  sum  of  any  accountablo 
receipt  for  any  note,  bill,  or  other  secority  for  the  payment 
of  au^ney,  or  any  warrant  or  order  for  the  payment  of  moir 
jiey  or  delivery  <^f  goods,  with  the  intention  to  defraud  any 
person  or  corporation  whatsoeTer,  knowing  the  same  to  1n^ 
false,  forged,  counterfeited,  or  altered,  is  and  shall  be  held 
to  be  felony,  and. punishable  by  death  or  transportation  for 
Jife. — And  be  it  enacted,  that  an  act  of  Tynwald,  passed 
in  the  year  of.  our  Lord  1797,  intiiuledy  ^'Aq  Act  fur  thit 
punishment  of  Forgery,  &c.*'  shall,  as  to  all  offences  which 
.shall  be  committed  after  the  promulgation  of  this  act,  bo 
.and  stand  repealed. 

18.  That  the  felonious  and  vnlawful  stealing,  takio|^» 
and  carrying  away  of  the  |>ersonal  goods  of  another,^  of 
.the  value  of  ten  shillings  or  more,  is  and  shall  be  held  to 
be  grand  larceny ^  and  punishable  by  death,  or  transporta-» 
.tion  for  life,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. — Provided, 
neverthelesH,  that  the  felonious  and  unlawful  steaUnj^ 
^ialnngy  and  carrying  away  of  one  or  more  skeepf  or  of  any 
lamb,  goat,  or  kid,  of  whatsoever  value  the  same  respec- 
tively may  be,  is  and  shall  be  held  to.  be  grand  laneeny,  an4 
punishable  by  transportation  for  life. 


fkilue  of  ten  shillings  dr  more,  knowing  them  ta  be  stolen, 
is  and  shall  be  held  to  be  felony,  and  punishable  by  death, 
Oft  transportation  for  life,  at  the  court^s  discretion. 

20.  That  the  felonious,  tvilful,  and  malicious  burning  of 
the  house,  mill,  out-house,  office,  barn,  stable,  ship,  boat, 
or  vessel  of  another,  or  others,  no  person  or  persons  being 
then  therein,  other  than  the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of 
such  burning,  or  aiding  and  assisting  therein ;  and  that 
the  felonious,  wilful,  and  malicious  burning  of  the  stack 
of  com,  staok  of  hay,  stack  af  straw,  stack  of  furze,  stack 
of  turf,  stack  of  fern,  stack  of  potatoe  haulm,  or  stack  of 
wood,  of  another,  none  of  siieh  stacks  being  adjoining  to 
any  house,  out-bouse,  office,  barn,  or  stable,  in  any  of 
which  buildings  any  person  or  persons  shall  then  be,  ather 
than  the  perpetrator  or  perpetrators  of  such  burning,  or 
aiding  and  assisting  therein,  are  and  shall  be  respectively 
held  to  be  felony  and  arson,  and  punishable  by  transporta* 
tion  for  life. 

21.  That  the  felonious,  wilful,  and  malicious  shooting' 
at  any  person,  with  intent  to  slay  or  wound  such  person, 
where  death  does  not  ensue,  &c.  is  and  shall  be  held  ta 
be  felony,  and  punishable  by  transportation  for  life. 

22.  That  the  felonious,  violent,  ^x\A  malicious  wounding^ 
disabling,  mutilating,  and  disfiguring  of  another,  is  and 
shall  be  held  to  be  felony  and  maybemj  and  punishable 
by  transportation  for  seven  or  fourteen  years,  at  the  dis« 
cretion  gf  the  court. 


*  MISDEMEANORS. 


23.  And  be  'it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  afore- 
said, that  the  making  Afmlfuly  corrupt^  and  false  oath, 
in  any  matter  or  cause,  legally  depending  in  any  suit  or 
variance,  by  any  warrant,  citation,  process,  writ,  actiouj^ 
bill,  libel,  complaint,  petition,  information,  or  indictments^ 

21  3  « 


<tw 


M  afty  of  the  eourto  wiIImii  tlie  9mA  m1«,  or  befaR  My 
iMgittrate,  jury,  perteii  or  perioao,  daly  miUioriBed  by 
the  laws  of  the  said  iale,  to  adttwister  giiab  oatk,  is  aad 
shall  be  held  to  be  wilful  and  corrupt  perfurp^  and  a  hii^h 
iBisdeoManor,  and  |NiMbable  by  fine,  and  inprisonmeot, 
and  the  loss  of  an  ear,  to  be  taken  off  at  tbe  pnblie  mar- 
ket-place. 

84.  That  the  unlawfttl  and  corraptly  cmm$img  erfroewr- 
img  any  person  to  oommU  wilfoL  and  eorrupl  pequry  as 
aforesaid,  is  and  shall  be  hdd  to  be  MubBrnatiom  qf  per- 
jfMrfy  and  punishable  bjrftae^  and  imprisoiim^ty  and  the 
loss  of  an  ear. 

^h  That  the  falsely  and  designedly  obtainiof;  any  monies, 
goods,  wares,  or  merehandises^  frodi  any  person  or  persons, 
by  means  of  dny  fake  token,  eounterfeit  letter,  or  by  any 
oUier  fake  pretence  or  pretenoes  whatoooTer,  with  the  in- 
tention to  eheAt  or  defraud  any  person  or  persoaM,  is  and 
shall  be  held  to  be  ckeaiing  mnd  nntndWwy,  a*l  «  nnsde- 
meanor,  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  aind  corpo^ 
ral  punishment. 

26.  That  the  knowingly  sendimf  or  d^Uwerimf  My  letter 
or  letters^  with  or  without  a  name  or  names  snbscribed 
thereto,  or  signed  by  a  fiotitioiis  name  or  names^  letter  iff 
letters,  threatening  to  accuse  any  person  or  persons  of  miy 
crime,  puninhable  by  the  laws  of  the  said  isle,  wLtk  intent 
to  extort  or  gain  ntoney,  goods,  wares,  or  merehaadises, 
is  and  dhall  be  held  to  be  a  misdeowanor,  nod  punisfaaUe 
by  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  corporal  pnaisfament. 

27.  That  the  unlawful  stealing,  taking,  and  carrying 
away  of  the  personal  goods  of  another,  under  the  value  of 
ten  shillings,  is  and  shall  be  held  to  hepetijf  farresiy,  and 
a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  and 
corporal  punishment. 

28.  That  the  doing  ot^Ufml  and  maUeiom  mischief  and 
damage  to  any  of  tbe  buildings,  lands,  trees,  shrubs, 
mounds,  dikes,  fences,  ships,  boats,  horses,  sheep^  cattle, 


APPENDIX.  990 

jfT  io  any  other  goodls  and  ctiatteb  of  another,  sball  be 
preoeeded  against  in  the  manaer  prescribed  in  and  fay  an 
act  of  Tynwaldy  passed  in  the  year  1T58,  intituled,  *^  An 
Act  for  the  better  preventing^  P«tty  Larceny  and  Trespass/* 
and  shall  be  punishabie  as  a  misdemeanor  by  fine  and  im- 
prisonment, besides  compensation  to  the  party  ag^ered^ 
in  tfie  manner  prescribed  by  the  said  act. 

S9.  That  the  nnlawfal  kilMng  of  another,  <irithont  malice 
dther  express  or  implied,  is  and  shall  be  held  to  be  man" 
tktvffhter,  and  a  misdemeanor,  punishable  by  fine  and 
fmprisonment,  and  corporal  punishment.  Provided'  that, 
in  aM  trials  for  murder,  if  the  jury  shall  be  of  opinion,  and 
find  that  tiie  party  accused  has  been  guilty  of  man-slaugh-* 
ter  only,  the  said  jury  shall,  by  tiieir  verdict,  find  him  or 
her  guilty  of  manslaughter ;  and  that,  in  aH  trials  for  man- 
slaughter, if  the  jury  shaH  be  of  opinion,  and  find  that 
the  party  accused  has  be^  guilty  of  murder,  the  sitid  jury 
'shall,  by  their  verdict.  Indict  him  or  her  as  for  murder. 

M.  That  if  any  veoman  shall  conceal  her  being  with  chUd^ 
during  the  whole  period  of  her  pregnancy,  and  shall  not 
call  for  aid,  and  make  use  of  help  and  assistance  in  the 
birth,  and  the  said  child  shall  be  found  dead  or  missing, 
such  mother  shall  be  held  to  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor^ 
punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment ;  provided,  neverthe- 
less, that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be 
construed  to  extend,  to  discharge  the  mother  of  any  such 
child  from  trial  and  punishment  for  murder,  in  case  it  shaH 
«ppear  that  such  child  shsdl  have  been  murdered  by  such 
mother,  or  by  her  pi'ocarement. 

'  31.  That  the  malicious  striking  and  making  o^roy  tfi 
any  of  the  Courts  of  Justice  of  the  island^  or  the  using 
threatening  and  reproachful  words  to  the  judge  or  court, 
-the  judge  or  court  being  then  sitting,  is  and  sball  be  heliJL 
to  be  a  misdemeanor,  and  punishable  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

S2.  That  the  wilfufly  obstructing  the  execution  of  law^ 
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ful  procen ;  that  the  hredkimg  prisam  hj  a  peraon  kw« 
fully  imprisoned ;  that  the  forcible  reteuittg,  or  attemptiog 
to  rescae  a  persoa  who  shall  be  lawfully  imprisoaed ;  that 
the  e9caping^  or  attempting  to  escape,  by  a  person  law- 
fully arrested ;  that  the  Toluntarily  pemiitting,  or  neglir 
gently  9f^fferingy  ap^son  to  CMcape^  who  shall  be  lawfully 
arrested  or  confined,  are  and  shall  be  severally  held  to  be 
misdemeanors,  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment. — 
ProTided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  and  declared^ 
that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  extend,  or  be  conatrued 
to  extend,  to  afieot,  abridge,  or  alter,  the  power  of  courts 
of  justice  and  magistrates  to  punish  contempts  as  formerly 
accustomed  ;  and  that. the  house  of  keys,  -the  clerk  of  the 
rolls,  and  the  registers  of  the  ecclesiastical  courts,  when 
in  the  execution  of  their  respective  offices,  hare,  and  shall 
have,  the  power  of  punishing  contempts  in  like  maaner  as 
any  court  or  magistrate  within  the  said  isle. 

33.  That  the  receiving  of  stolen  good$^  under  the  value 
of  ten  shillings,  is  and  shall  be  held  to  be'a  misdemeanor, 
and  punishable  by  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  corporal 
punishm^t. 

34.  That  the  compounding  ang  tr^twm^  f^^ong^  or  nus- 
demeanor,  or  the  taking  money  or  goods  from  a  person 
accused  of  any  crime,  to  forbear  to  prosecute,  is  and  shall 
be  held  to  be  a  misdemeanor,  and  punishable  by  fine  and 
imprisonment,  and  corporal  punishment. — And  that  so 
much,  or  such  part  of  an  act  of  Tynwald,  promulgated 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1737,  as  regards  the  compounding 
or  agreeing  not  to  proceed  in  any  criminal  prosecution, 
shall,  as  to  all  offences  to  be  committed  after  the  promul- 
gation of  this  act,  be  and  stand  repealed.  , 

35.  That  the  bribingy  or  attempting  to  bribe,  any  magis- 
trate or  person  connected  in  the  administration  of  justice, 
to  do  any  thing  contrary  to  the  duties  of  his  office ;  or  for 
any  magistrate  or  person  concerned  in  the  administration 
ef  justice,  to. accept,  or  offer  to  aoeept  a  bribe^  to  do  an^ 


thiiig  coQtfiary  to  the  dutm  oi 
held  to  be  a  highmisdemeanor, 
priBODineiity  and  disqualificatiou 
place  of  public  trust*. 
.    $6.  That  the  attempting  to 
the  jurors^  cprruptly  by  promia 
money,  entertainineiit,  or  the  li 
of  the  jurors  to  be  so  corruptly 
held  to  be  a  middemeanor, '  and 
prisoament. 

37.  That  the  stirring  up  stti 
majesty's  subjects,  either  by  la^ 
he  held  to  be  a  misdipmeaiior  an 
by  fine  and  imprisonment. 

38.  That  the  a$sembling  of 
getber,   with  an  intent  mutua 
against  any  who  shall  oppose 
•ome  enterprise  of  a  private  natv 
against  the  peace,  or  to  the  ma 
whether  the  act  intended  were  o 
assembling  is  and  shall  be  held  i 
and  the  persons  concerned .  sha 
misdemeanor,  by  fine,  and  imj 
persons  or  more  shall  violently, 
toous  manner,  against  the  public 
terror  of  the  people,  do  any  act, 
ful,  such  persons  are  and  shall 
riot,  and  shall  be  punishable  as 
and  imprisonment. 

89.  TbAi theviolentlgenterimg 
or  tenements  in  the  occupation 
and  force,  without  authority  of 
to  be  A  forcible  entry  and  misdei 
and  imprisonment. 

40.  That  the  unlawful  keepin 
jkenem^Ats,  by  menaces  and  forc< 
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bea/frvWfe  detmtmer^  asd  a  iMeinaanor,  aii^  paaiAahle 
i>y  fine  and  imprisoBment. 

41.  That  the  ^^admg  f&ke  neum^  knowing  tbe  aatne 
to  be  fabe,  with  intention  to  produce  ^Bacordy  and  tamiiita, 
and  strife,  between  his  majesty'a  satgects,  afaaH  he  held  to 
he  a  misdemeanor,  and  pnnishahle  by  ilne  and  impiison- 
ment. 

4>.  That  ike  ehMemgimg  another ^  by  word  or  letter,  to 
Hfht  with  deadly  weapons,  eMier  expressed  or  impUed,  or 
knowingly  to  be  the  bearer  of  such  challenge,  shall  he  held 
to  be  a  mndemeanor,  and  pmikishable  hy  §ne  and  impri- 
sonment. 

48.  That  the  antmUimg  am&tkerj  wUh  wt  inieni  fo  emtt- 
mii  murder f  rape,  or  robbery,  or  any  other  capital  crime, 
is  and  shall  be  bdd  to  be  felony,  and  ponishaUe  by  trans- 
portation for  life,  or  for  any  term  of  years,  not  leas  than 
"fourteen,  at  the  discretion  at  the  court. — Prorided,  thst 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  construed  to  extend  to 
do  away  or  alter  the  mode  of  proceeding  in  a  snmmary 
way,  without  a  jury  in  cases  of  common  battery  or  pas- 
sionate and  proTolLing  words,  as  heretofore  accnstomed.— 
Provided  also,  and  be  it  enacted,  ftat  the  fines  imposed 
hy  an  ordinance  made  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  1661,  for 
batteries  and  passionate  words,  proroking  the  same,  and 
Teeognised  by  an  act  of  Tynwald,  promulgated  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1787,  be  respectiisely  altered  and  increased  in 
manner  following ;  that  is  to  say,  that  flie  ^ne  upon  each 
tyflender  in  cases  of  common  battery,  shall  be  any  snm  not 
exceeding  forty  shillings,  nor  less  than  ten  shiffings ;  and 
that  the  fine  upon  eacA  oflbnder  in  cases  of  proroking 
language,  shall  he  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifty  shillings, 
nor  less  than  thirteen  shilfings  and  fourpence,  according 
to  the  degree  and  nature  of  the  offence,  as  the  court  or 
magistrate  shall  think  proper  to  affix,  order,  and  award 
the  same. — And  that  the  committing  a  common  assault, 
without  a  Mow  being  struck,  or  battery  actually  committed. 


•hidl  be  tried  and.  puiUBhtd  in  like  manner  aa  a  common 
baii^y^  aa  before  mentioned. 

44.  Tbat  the  having  two  wivea  or  two  buabanda  at  the 
•ame  time,  ahaU  be  held  to  be  bigamy  and  a  mindemeanory 
and  puniahable  by  &ne  and  imprisonment,  unless  one  of 
the  parties  has  been  continually  abroad  for  seven  years,  or 
unless  one  of  the  parties  has  been  absent  within  the  island 
fm  seven  year*,  and  the  remaining  party  has  ne  knowledge 
af  the  other's  being  alive  within  that  time,  of  anlesa  tier* 
has  been  a  legal  divorce  between  the  parties. 

45<  That  the  maliemusdefmminif  or  injdfing  dnothct,  by 
pnblishing  any  libellons  printing,  writing,  sign,  or  pietnrej 
.  eoneeranng  him  or  her,  m  order  to  provoke  liim  m  her  te 
wrath,  or  to  enpose  him  or  her  to  puUtc  hatred,  ooatcnpt, 
or  ridicule;  or  the  scandalaus  publishing  of  any  obsoene^ 
indecent,  or  immoral  picture,  printing,  or  writing,  are 
and  shall  be  severally  held  to  be  misdemeanors,  punishable 
by  line  and  imprisonment. 

46.  That  oS  unUutfuly  indecent^  and  ^ctmdahus  actinffi 
and  doings,  not  herein  before  specified,  to  the  disttirbance 
of  the  public  peace,  and  against  good  order  and  good 
Hiorals,  of  notorious  evil  example,  are  and  shall  be  held 
io  be  misdemeanors,  and  punishable  by  fine  and  imprison- 
ment. 

PUKISniVIKT. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  &c.  That  all  and  every  per- 
son or  persons  who  shall  be  lawfully  convicted  of  any  of 
ibe  treasons,  felonies,  misdemeanors,  and  oflbnces  herein 
before  partieularly  described,  enacted,  and  declared,  shall 
be  liable  to,  and  shall  suffer  such  capital  punishment^ 
transptirtation,  corporal  punishment,  imprisonment,  and 
fine,  as  to  each  respective  treason,  felony,  misdemeanor, 
and  offhnce,  is  herein  before  severally  appointed,  specified, 
declared,  and  annexed. — Provided  always,  that  in  cases 
of  felony,  no  imprisonment  shall  be  for  a  longer  period 
than  nor  less  than 
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sare  and  except  in  such  caaes  as  are  berein  and 
hereby  otherwue  declared  and  enacted ;  and  that  in  cases 
of  misdemeanor,  no  imprisonment  shall  be  for  a  longer 
period  than  two  years,  nor  lees  than  three  months,  and  no 
fine  to  a  greater  amount  than  fire  hundred  pounds. 

TRIAL  FOR   TREASON    AND   FEL0MT« 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid, 
ihat  all  the  said  treasons  and  felonies  shall  be  tried  in  the 
Court  of  General  Gaol  Deliyery,  upon  the  prosecution  of 
his  Maj^ty^s  attorney-general  of  the  said  isle,  for  the 
time  being,  for,  and  in  the  name  and  behalf  of  the  King, 
and  upon  indictments  previously  found  in  the  accustomed 
inanner  of  finding  indictments  in  cases  of  treason  and 
felony,  by  the  law  of  the  said  isle. 

TRIAL   FOR  MISDEMEANORS. 

And  that  the  said  misdemeanors  shall  be  tried  either 
upon  information  preferred. by  the  attorney-general,  ip  the 
name  and  on  the  behalf  of  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  King, 
or  by  petition,  at  the  instance  of  a  private  prosecutor  or 
prosecutors,  in  the  presence  of  the  deemsters,  or  one  of 
them,  by  and  before  a  jury  of  six  good  and  lawful  men  of 
the  sheading,  wherein  the  party  or  parties  accused,  or 
some,  or  one  of  them,  do  or  shall  reside,  or  of  such  other 
sheading  as  may  be  ordered,  on  good  cause  shown,  which 
jury  shall  be  impannelled,  by  order  or  warrant  of  a  deem* 
ster,  and  shall  consist  of  an  equal  number  of  men  from 
and  out  of  each  and  every  parish  within  such  sheading ; 
and  that  it  shall  be  lawful  for  a  deemster,  on  complaint 
lodged,  by  information  or  petition  as  aforesaid,  and  affidavit 
made  to  the  truth  thereof,  to  issue  his  order  or  warrant  for 
apprehending  and  imprisoning  any  person  or  persons, 
charged  with  having  committed  any  of  the  said  misde- 
meanors, until  he,  she,  or  they,  give  in  good  and  sufficient 
.  security,  at  the  discretion  of  such  deemster,  to  appear  and 


required. 

And  be  it  further  enacted,  that  prosecutions  for  such 
misdemeanors  shall  be  commenced,  and  effectually  prose* 
etited  tvitfain  two  months  from  tlie  time  of  the  apprehending' 
aftd  imprisoning  of  any  person  or  persons  charged  with' 
Bavtng  committed  any  of  thB  said  misdemeanors,  and  not 
afterwards,  unless  good  cause  be  shown  to  the  said  deem- 
^er  why  the  same  should  be  postponed. — And  that,  wlien- 
^er,  and  as  often  as  aiiy  person  or  persons  so  charged  as 
dToresaid,  shall  have  been  so  apprehended  and  imprisoned,' 
^ch  person  or  persons  shall  have  tt  in  his,  her,  or  their 
power  to  apply  for,  and  bring  on  hrs,  her,  or  their  trial, 
and  shall  also  be  entitled  to,  and  obtain,  such  time  for 
making  his,  her,  or  their  defence  as  the  deemster,  on  ap- 
filication  made,  shall  think  reasonable. — Provided  always, 
that  in  all  prosecutions  f^r  grand  larcieny,  if  the  jury  by 
ip^hom  the  same  shall  be  tried,  shall  be  of  opinion,'  and  find 
that  the  goods  stolen  are  under  the  value  of  ten  shillings, 
such  jury  shall  proceed  and  find  a  verdict  as  for  petty 
larceny. 

And  that,  in  all  prosecutions  for  petty  larceny,  if  the 
j\Diry  by  whom  the  same  shall  be  tried,  shall  be  of  opinion, 
and  find  that  the  goods  stolen  are  of  the  value  of  ten  shil- 
lings; of  more,  such  jury  shall  proceed,  and,  by  their 
verdiot,  indict  the  offender  or  offenders  of  grand  larceny. — 
And  be  it  enacted,  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  that  the 
siKveral  provisions  and  enactments,  respecting  grand  lar-' 
eeny  and  petty  larceny,  contained  and-  enacted  in  and  by 
an  act  of  Tynwald  passed  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  162d, 
and  also  in  and  by  an  act  of  iTynwald  passed  in  the  year 
of  our  Lord  1753,  shall,  as  to  all  offences  which  shall  be 
committed  after  the  promul/;:ation  of  this  act,  be,  and 
the  same  are  hereby  severally  repealed. 
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Mmmx  Cmm* 

JLtS  ancient  beafing  was  a  skip ;  but  tbe  anna  art  nvWf 
and  haTe  been  for  centuries,  Cfmle^,  three  armed  legs  pio« 
per,  or  rather  argent,  conjoined  in  fess  at  the  upper  part 
of  tbe  thigh,  fleshed  in  triangle,  garnished  and  sparred 
topas.  So  long  as  the  King  of  Man  wrote  '^  Re^  Mmmmim 
ei  humlarum,^^  thejr  bore  the  ship ;  bat  when  the  Sovte 
had  possession,  with  the  Western  Islands,  the  legs  were 
snbstitttted.  It  has  been  said  of  the  three  legs,  that  with 
the  toe  of  the  one  they  spurn  at  Ireland,  with  the  spur  €t 
the  other  they  LidL  at  Scotland,  and  with  the  third  thej 
bend  to  England. 

In  1733,  the  iippression  on  the  copper  circulation  was 
the  arms  of  Man,  three  legs,  with  J..D.  between  the  bend 
and  the  motto  (as  now)  "  Qmocmmque  Jeceru  Stabii  ;'*  oa 
the  rererse,  the  eagle  and  the  child  on  a  chapeau^  motto 
«'  Sam  Chamger ;"  beneath  the  chapeau,  the  date.  In  1758^ 
the  Ducal  coronet,  with  a  cipher  A.  D.  with  the  date  under  : 
the  reverse,  as  before,  withoat  the  initials  J.  D.  In  17M, 
the  King's  head,  with  the  date  under,  motto  '^  Oeorgim^ 
III.  Dei  Oratim;^^  the  reverse  as  before. 

The  three  legs  refer  to  the  relative  situation  of  the 
Island  with  respect  to  the  neighbouring  nations  of  Eng- 
land, Scotland,  and  Ireland,  previous  to  the  union  between 
any  two  of  these ;  since  which  tbe  symbol  entirely  loses  its 
propriety,  and  has  become  obsolete  and  unmeaning.  While 
England,  Scotland,  and  Ireland,  were  belligerent  nations, 
the  existence  of  Mooabia  as  an  independent  state,  must 
depend  on  an  armed  neutrality,  and  the  alternate  protec- 
tion which  it  might  be  able  to  challenge  from  any  one, 
against  the  hostile  aggressions  of  the  other  two. 

Tbe  legs  are  armed^ — which  denotes  self^defemee.  The 
spurs  denote  epeed;  and  while  in  whatever  position  they 


are  placed,  two-  of  them  fall  into  the  attitude  of  supplica- 
tion ;  the  third,  which  will  be  upward  and  behind,  appears 
to  be  kicking  at  the  asvailant,  against  whom  the  other  two 
are  imploring  protection.  The  m^  of  the  symbol  is,  that  if 
England  should  seek  to  oppress  it,  it  would  soon  engage 
Ireland  or  Scotland ;  if  either  of  these  should  assail  it,  it 
wanld  hasten  to  call  England  to  its  defence.  The  motto, 
which  is  an  Iambic  Dimeter — Quocunqvb  jeceris  stabit— 
Which  ever  way  yon  throw  it,  it  will  ittand,  is  Tery  in- 
geniously  contrived  to  agree,  both  in  sense  and  style,  wiA 
tiie  intention  and  attitude  of  the  legs,  whether  taken  in 
English  or  Latin.  You  cannot  change  the  position  of  the 
Ibgs  in  the  plain,  so  as  to  alter  their  attitude,  and  no  trans- 
posMion  of  the  words  .will  change  thisir  sense. .  The  oconlt 
moral  of  this  emblem  presents  the  instractnre  paraUe  o^^ 
^  A  bfftTe  man  struggKng  with  the  storms  of  fate." 
'  The  character  is  oonstkuted  by  .the  conjubolion  of 
hnmility,  energy,  and  fortitude.  His  attitude  is  that  of 
sopplioatuHi ;  but  it  is .  at  the  same  time  that  of  aetiTity^ 
He  Is  only  on  mie  knee :  with  one  limb  he  jimplwes  assist- 
aace,  with  tnro  be  serves.  hiaBself.  Withthe  sense  of  de* 
pendenee  on  strengdi  superior  to  his  own,  he  conbtnes 
the  moat  strenuous  exertion  of  his  own  energies :  to  the. 
modesty  of  supplieatioii,  he  conjoins  the  .discretion  of 
armour  and  the  activity  of  the  spur.  Whatever  lot  Provi- 
dence may  apportion  to  such  a  man,— wherever  it  shall 
east  him,  he  will  stand. 

Rbasek,  thou'st  seen  a  falling  cat 

light  always  on  its  legs  so  pat ; 

A  shuttlecock  will  stilLdescend, 

Meeting  the  ground  with. nether  end : — 

The  persevering  Manxman  thua 

A  shuttlecock  or  pauvre  puss,  . 

However  thro'  the  world  he's  test — 

However  disappdinted^^^rost,  ^ 


tteversM,  losses  n  oriip?  «  m(^m  i 

No  chanoe  or  cfbange  c«a  k^^  him  dowa ; 

Upset  bini  any  way.  you  will^ 

U|toa  his  Ifgs:  yo^.fiDd  him  stili; 

For  e^er  afstjiye,  brisks  w4  spwikyy 
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IThERE  are  bat  fcw.  raootib  of  tha  ialaad.  Tha  gieaieBt 
part  of  Aain,  in  troabksoiBa  ti&es^  -vrare  carried -wicay  by 
the  Norwegiainy  and  deposiied  amoiig  the  *  archiTeB  of 
Druntoriy.in  Norway,  where  it  h  alleged  tiieyioiUl*r«aiaiii^ 
though  it  is  reported,  a  Mr.  Sleveoson,  a  'Vfortiiy  merehant 
of  Dublin,  a  few  years  since  ofbred  the  Aen  Bishop  of 
DmntoB  a  considerable  sum  of  mooey  for  the  pnrdiase  of 
them,  designing  to  restore  and  psesenttheai  to ihe  Island; 
boitba  Bishop  wbuld  not  part  with  then  oa^  a»y  t^rms* 
The  leas  of  these  ancient  resotdsresAers'  it  issposSiUe  to 
ascertain  how  loag.tba  Islaad  has  been  discoTMred,  or  by 
whom ;  and  to  make  up  this,  dcieioncy,  they  relate  the 
following  DMr^elions  history : 

Some  hundred,  y^prs  (say  they)  before  Hie  ptmnig  of 
our  Saviour,  the  Isle  of  Man  was  inhabited  by  a  eertshi 
species  called  Fairies^  and  that  every  thing  was  carried  on 
in  a  kind  of  supernatural  manner;  that  a  btne  asist,  con- 
tinually hanging  over*  die  land,  prepensed  tiie  ships  that 
passed  by  from  haying  any  suspicion  .theret  was  aa  Island. 
This  mist,  contrary  to  the  Itmi  of  natnre,  wna  preserved 
by  keeping  a  perpetual  fiie,  wUch.lnippettiiigr'onceto  be 
extinguished,  discovered  itael£tD}sonie  fintMrtBon  who  were 
then  in  a  boat  on  theii*  vocation,,  and  byiAemnotice  was 
given  to  the  people  of  some  country,  (bmi'winyttiwydo 


«  mrtacr  oiacomry.:  ijiat,  opt  their  luduig^  ttejr  hud  a 
^ree  oMoui^t^r  witii.  the  liMte  pe^fle  (the  Jhicies):,  md 
h^^ving  gpt  the  Uettcr  of  thew,  po$afi9«ed  thamselvea  of 
CniiBihimy^^  RtiBhea^  amd.by, degrees  («b  ^bey  receif r 
M^rekferoemeQtg)  of  tlie  whole  Ul^mA.  '^nfm  new  eoHf 
fueicora  niuiitaiiied  their  ground  some  tjnte,  hat  w^»eat 
kaigth  yanquistied  hy  a  rme  of  gjiaote^.  who  were  net  ^Xf^ 
tirpated  until  the  reign  of  Pcivce  Arthur,  by  Medin,  Hm 
fianenf  BriUah  enchanter,  i«he»  by.  the  fonoe  ,of  magk^ 
^itledgeidi  ther  gnanteat.part  of  ihem,  and  b^Hind  the  re^t  in 
speUawhieh  they  believe  wiU,'  be.  in4U9eleble  to  the  end  of 
the  world.  They.pffetendakie,  th«t  thia  I4and  afterwar4e 
beenmean  aayhmtovall  the  distreaaed  Princea.  ai^  srna( 
^[nenm  Kurop^  and  tljAt  theae  ua^qinaio^,  fort^fioatiMff 
nMde  ahent  Feel  C^tle  were^  added>  fev.  their;  better  fifer 
nnrity  ^  hnt  of •  thi^  we:shAU't<eo^  beireafter^  . 
:  Tha  traditina  of  what  happened  on  anffmng  the  dirniestje 
fire  to.  be  extinct,,  remained  in  suoh:  credit  wiih  them^  that 
hardly  a  fainUy.  in  the.  Island,  bnt.  kept  a  small,  five  eon? 
tinually  burning :  everyone,  at  that  tune,  eonfidenlly  hoif 
lieving  that  if  no  fire  were  to  be  found,  most  terrible 
rerolutions  and  mischiefs  would  have  immediately  ensued. 
It  i»  igneranee  wUeh  is  the  cauae  of  these  exeessi^re 
superstitions  ;  but  these  few  hints  are  not  sufficient  to  show 
the  world  what  a  Manxman  formerly  was,  and  what  power 
the  prejudice  of  education  had  over  weak  minds«  If  books 
at  one  time  had  been  of  any  use  among  them,  one  would 
hftve  inn^ined  that  the  Count  of  Gabalia  had  been  not 
only  translated  into  the  Hiuix  tongue,  but  that^  it  waa 
$t  sort  of  role  of  faidi,  to  tbem  ;  since  there  is  hardly  a 
AetitioM  b^ing  mentioned,  by  him.  in  his  bpok  of  absurditiesi 
tnx  wbieh  they^  wonld  not  r^adi^i  Iwre  gi.ven  credit.  It  i^ 
denbtlal,  idnliaeilii  of  the.  elfigy  aa  they  once  wer^,  whe- 
thee  thfgr  would  not  haw  h^en  refcac^er^  eve^  to  tbem^ 
had  they  pteaohed  againsi  tbn  e»isfaino«^  fairies,  or ^yei]^ 
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ugaiiist  iMir  nmng  OTmBoniy  veeii ;  for  fnouifii  me  pnoiti' 
kood  were  a  kind  of  godn  emomg  them,  fet  ttiU  traditkMi 
wan  a  greater  god  tfaa^  dMy;  aad  as  they  oottfideatly 
aeserted  that  the  first  inhaUlaats  of  their  iskad  were  ftur- 
ies,  so  they  maintained,  that  these  airy  heinga  had  stBI 
their  residenoe  among  them.  They  oalled  them  thofeed 
peephy  and  said  they  li^ed  in  wilds  or  forests  and  en 
mountains)  and  shnnned  great  cities,  becaaseof  Aewieked- 
ness  committed  therein.  All  the  honsei  wore  Ueat  where 
the  fairies  Tisited,  becaose  they  fled  from  ^eo.  ▲  poison 
would  once  have  been  thought  impudently  profanOy  who 
should  have  suffered  his  family  to  go  to  bed,  without  having 
first  set  a  tub  or  pail  full  <rf  clean  water  for  tiieseguenls  to 
bathe  themselves  in,  which  the  natives  avocred  they  aen- 
stantiy  did,  as  soon  as  over  the  eyes  of  the  fimuly  ehsedi 
wherever  they  vouchsafed  to  come.  If  any  thing  happened 
to  be  mislaid,  and  found  again  in  some  pbco  where  it  was 
not  esq^ted,  they  told  you  a  fairy  took  it  and  returned  it: 
if  you  chanced  to  fidl  and  hurt  yoursdf,  a  fairy  had  sosse- 
thing  in  your  way,  to  throw  you  <iown,  as  a  punishmeat 
Cor  some  sin  you  bad  committed* 


The  Scenery  qf  the  Island ;  Limgevity  qf  the  Islanders,  tj^c. 

The  inhabitants,  Kke  the  Swiss  and  Highlanders,  are 
warmly  attached  to  their  native  mountains,  and  not  with- 
out reason ;  for  the  whole  country  is,  in  a  high  degree, 
beautiful,  there  scarcely  being  any  of  the  same  extent  that 
can  eqnal  it  in  scenes  of  romantic  grandeur.  It  has  been 
considered  by  many  judges  of  the  picturesque,  as  infierior 
in  these  qualities  to  the  Isle  of  Wight,  only  from  .its  being 
destitute  of  the  same  luxuriant  growth  of  wood.    Let  the 


laTCTB  of  the  romantic  traT^l  no  fiurtlier  tlum  to  the  dia* 
tanee  of  abdut  two  furlongs^  horn  the  sonthern  extreauty. 
of  the  Isle,  where  it  a  small  rocky  Island^  called  the  Calf 
of  Man.    This  is  fenced  ronnd  hy  gloomy  caTems  and 
stupendous  preeiinoos;  is  tenanted  by  a  gveat  variety  of 
pea  fowl,  which  form  a  most  striking  and  picturesqae  scene 
on  the  water,  sitting  in  in'nomeraUe  tiers  one  above  another^ 
and  adorning  with  their  white  breasts  the  dark  and  tower- 
ing rocks  which  encircle  the  Island,— thehr  shrill  discordant 
tones  increasing  the  effect  of  the  sensations  that  arise  from 
the  wUdness  of  the  scenery.    The  surface  is  rather  barren  ; 
but  there  is  every  thing  bearing  the  character  of  the  sub- 
lime, tending  to  raise  the  bolder  emotions  of  the  mind^ 
ratiier  than  anraseit  with  gentle  sensations.    The  eye  u^ 
regaled  from  its  heights  wtth  the  asure  vault  of  heaven, 
and  beneath,  the  briliy  surface  is  covered  with  swelling 
sails,  either  impeHed  with  the  cheerful  breeze,  or  agitated 
by  bleak  winds  or  driving  storms,  while  the  sufroundin|p 
earth  presents  a  verdure — wild   and  innocent.    On  the 
edge  of  an  awful  precipice  is  the  remains  of  an  henrntage, 
said  to  have  been  the  retreat  of  a  person,  in  Queen  Eliza- 
beth's reign,  who  imposed  on  himself  a  residence  in  this 
dreary  solitude,  as  a  penance  for  having  murdered  a  beau- 
tiful woman,  in  a  fit  of  jealousy. 

The  longevity  of  the  inhabitants  is  proverbial ;  but  it  is 
chiefly  confined  to  the  natives,  and  to  those  only  who  pass 
their  lives  in  rural  occupations,  breathing  the  mountain 
air,  habituated  to  early  hours,  living  on  simple  diet, 
remote  from  the  more  populous  towns,  and  unsophisticated 
by  the  refinements  and  luxuries  of  high  life ;  for  where 
these  creep  in  and  diffuse  their  baneful  influence,  it  would 
be  as  absurd  to  look  for  the  venerable  bead,  silvered  o'er 
with  age,  the  ruddy  countenance,  and  the  vigorous  strength 
of  patriarchal  times,  as  to  hope  to  extract  ice  from  a  sun- 
beam, or  fire  from  the  mountain  snow.  Candidates  for 
iMgevKy,  cannot  expect  to  attain  this  distinction  by  morely 
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Hiigrstiag  to  :a  Mmrlry  celebrated  for  it,  mriess  tlieybon* 
form  to  the  siaqpMcftjr  ef  natine,  and  atndjF  her  salaiary 
rules,  who  teaches  her  Totaries  to  baowh  all  eaperficial 
waats.  And  attlmgh  it  cannot  be  doubted,  butltet  the 
iree  use  of  ardent  apirits  tends  to  shorten  the  scanty  piti 
tance  «f  huauin  exisleace,  it  is  yet  nnttter  <rf  enrprise, 
that,  in  a  country  like  the  Isle  of  Man,  firhere  the  drain^ 
from  its  inferior  price,  is  vniTsrsaUy  accessible,  there  aare 
not  to  be  found  more  iostances  of  fatal  deTotedness  to 
inioxieatioo.  The  fonerality  of  the  Manx  asay  be  db- 
tingnished  for  sobriety :  slaves  to  riot  and  debauchery  are 
to  be  found  every  where. 

The  following  epitaph  on  a  tombstone,  in  the  church- 
yard of  Kk.  St.  Ann,  (generally  called  Kfc.  Santon)  in  this 
Island,  proves  the  trnth  of  these  observatioQs,  showing 
also,  that  the  ^^miserabie  conceit''  of  punning  on  the 
dead,  survived  longer  in  the  Isle  of  Msa  than  in  any 
other  country  :-«- 

TO  THE  MEMORY  OF  DANIEL  TEAR, 

tVko  died  Dec.  9,  VliJ^-uged  110. 

HaaE,  friend,  is  little  Daaiers  tomb  : 
To  Joseph's  years  he  did  arrive  i 
•  Sloth  killiog  thousands  in  their  bloom. 
While  labour  kept  poor  Dan  alive. 
How  strange,  yet  true,  full  seventy  years 
Was  his  wife  happy  in  her  Tear9, 

N.  B.  This  perMin  was  a  native.  Sir  Wadsworth  Busk, 
Attoroey-General  of  the  Island,  erected  the  stone,  and 
wrote  the  verses ;  but  it  was  generally  thought  he  was 
really  <dder  than  110. 
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JOURNAL  OF  A  MODERN  TRAVELLER ; 

OB, 

A  Trip  with  the  Manx  Herring-Fleet 
IN  1821. 

J.N  the  month  of  September  I  arriTed  at  Peel.    It  was 

the  height  of  the  season  for  the  herring-fishing  ;  and  just 

ii  this  time  the  shoals,  were  lying  along  that  part  of  the 

coast  which  extends  from  Peel  Castle  to  the  Calf  of  Man. 

A  great  proportion  of  the  male  population  of  the  island 

were  consequently  drawn  to  this  place.     It  is  from  the 

herring-fishery  that  a  great  part  of  their  subsistence  is 

derived.     There  are  few  families  of  the  interior,  even  those 

wha reside  in  themost  sequestered  glens^  or  on  its  highest 

monntains,  who  do  not  delegate  some  of  their  members  to 

share  the  scaly  produce  of  the  sea.     The  traveller  who,  at 

this  season,  passes  round  the  island,  can  form  but  a  very 

inadequate  idea  of  its  inhabitants.     He  may  see,  on  every 

hand,  the  laborious  females  plying  the  sickle,  and  in  long 

ranks  of  twenty  or  more  sweeping  away  the  golden  produce 

of  the  fields. '  But  of  men,  .he  vrill  see  few,  except,  suck 

as  by  age  and  infirmity  are  disquaUfied,  or  by  sufficiency 

disinclined,  to  try  their  fortune  on  the  propitious,  ocean^ 

i^hich  for  centuries  has  brought  its  treasures  to  the  shores 

qf  Man.     It  .is  computed  that  not  less  than  3500  are  an- 

RBally  employed  in  the  herring-fishery.    If  the  stranger 

should  chance  to  be  pursuing  his  journey  on  the  Saturday^ 

22  3  s 
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he  will  notice  groups  of  these  marine  adTentnrers  retnro-- 
ing  to  their  rustio  dwellings  to  pass  the  sabbath  in  rest  and 
devotion.  Indeed,  in  this  respect,  they  are  a  laudable 
example  to  fishermen  of  other  countries.  If  their  senti- 
ments be  even  charged  with  somewhat  of  superstition,  thej 
are  such  as  are  truly  delightful  to  a  Christian  observer. 
Such  deeply-rooted  prejudices,  in  favour  of  religious  ob- 
servances, can  only  be  the  result  of  a  system  of  pastoral 
care  and  holy  instructions  with  which  this  island  was 
favoured  many  generations  ago.  At  this  day,  their  reli- 
gious, prejudices  are  so  strong  against  the  practice  of  em- 
ploying the  Sabbath  in  fishing,  or  even  going  out  late  on 
a  Sabbath  evening,  though  they  must  necessarily  wait  till 
the  same  hour  on  the  Monday  evening,  that  it  would  not 
be  in  the  power  of  any  logic  or  rhetoric,  any  gain  or 
necessity,  to  induce  them  to  desecrate  any  part  of  God's 
day  of  rest  by  their  sea-faring  occupations.*  It  is  devoutly 
to  be  wished  that  this  sacred  feeling  (call  it  superstition  if 
you  please)  may  long  continue.  If  these  hardy  islanders 
would  have  Zebulon's  blessing,  '^  to  suck  of  the  abundance 
of  seas,  and  of  treasures  hid  in  the  sand,"  they  will  ever 
do  well  to  pay  the  homage  of  awful  reverence  to  that 
supreme  Being  whose  *^  way  is  in  the  sea,  and  whose  path 
in  the  great  waters ;"  and  who,  in  a  just  "  controversy  with 
the  inhabitants  of  the  land,"  might  say^  ^*  The  fishes  of 
the  sea  shall  be  taken  away."  (Hosea  iv.  1,  3.) 

The  return  of  these  countrymen  on  Monday  to  the  place 
of  rendezvous,  where  the  fleet  has  remained  at  anchor 
during  the  day  of  holy  rest,  is  not  a  little  interesting. 
Every  Manxman  musters  his  pony,  accoutred  with  a  rustie 


*  The  herrings  being  fish  of  p0t$€ffe,  it  has  been  protiovnced  lawful  by 
the  Chnrch  of  H&wm  to  employ  the  *<abbath  in  fishing  for  them ;  and  a  whole 
chapter  in  the  Deertimh  is  assigned  to  the  dtscnssMNi :  bat,  on  Ifait  anbject, 
we  iMy  r^oice  that  the  Manxniaii't  telisioQ  is  f^  r^'^^t  the  popcU 

tUfallibiUty. 
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mddle,  composed  of  old  stockiog^,  ftheep-skiosy  and  pack' 
thread,  shouldefring^  his  white  bag  filled  with  his  homely 
food  for  a  week's  consumption ;  and  plods  away  with  his 
home-made  sandals  to  his  appointed  harbour.  It  is  not 
unusual  for  his  wife,  and  one  or  two  of  his  children,  to 
accompany  the  cavalcade,  riding  the  meagre  nag ;  and  with 
fervent  wisl^s  for  their  good  fortune,  cheering  the  road 
with  domestic  hilarity,  and  desiring  to  see  the  last  of  the 
parent-fisherman. 

You  may,  from  these  circumstances,  in  some  degree  ima« 
gine  the  busy  scene  of  preparation  which  was  taking  place 
on  my  arrival  at  Peel.  The  weather  was  fine,  the  wind 
favourable,  and  on  every  hand  this  plodding  community  were 
as  full  of  transactions  as  can  be  conceived.  The  fishermen 
were  converging  from  every  quarter,  bending  beneath  the 
load  of  nets  which  they  were  conveying  to  their  respective 
boats ;  and  a  strange  hollaing  and  bustling  in  a  crowded 
harbour,  while  taking  advantage  of  the  returning  tide,  pre- 
vailed in  every  quarter.  An  anxiety  to  ascertain  every  in- 
formation relative  to  the  fishery  carried  me  round  among  the 
busy  throng;  but  not  being  satisfied  with  the  usual  cur- 
rency of  the  answers  given  to  strangers,  I  resoWed  to  take 
a  niffhfa  excursion  with  the  Jleet,  when,  away-  from  the 
intrusion  of  the  objects  on  shore,  I  might  contemplate, 
from  the  actual  scene  of  operations,  what  was  justly  anti- 
cipated to  be  a  highly  interesting  spectacle. 

Before  we  enter  upon  the  detail  of  our  nocturnal  occu* 
pations,  it  may  be  necessary  to  give  a  general  idea  of  those 
migrations  which  bring  to  this  quarter  a  portion  of  the 
countless  myriads  of  herrings  which  traverse  the  oeean. 

Herring  is  a  word  derived  from  the  German  heoTj  an 
army,  which  expresses  their  number  when  they  migrate 
into  our  seas. 

'^  Herrings  are  chiefly  found  in  the  North  sea.  In  those^ 
inaccessible  seas,  that  are  covered  with  ice  during  a  great 
part  of  the  year,  the  herrings  find  a  quiet  and  sa|!»  retreat 


from  all  their  mimeroiis  eneani^::  there  meither  man,  nor 
their  still  more  destructiye  enemy^  the  eim-fiah^  or  the 
<;achalot,  the  moiit  Toracious  of  the  whale  kiody,  dares  to 
pursue  them.  It  is  true,  there  are  fisheries  elsewhere,  but 
none  so  copious.  It  hath  been  observedy  that  the  arrival 
of  t^e  herrings  on  the  coast  of  Shetland  is  certain,  and 
almost  to  a  day,  on  or  befinre  the  22d  of  June. 

'^  It  is  commonly  said,  that  nobody  ever  saw  a  herring 
alive,  and  that  they  die  the  minute  they  are  taken  out  of 
the  water ;  but  there  are  instances  to  the  contrary. 

*^  The  herring  is  a  fish  of  passage ;  so  that  it  is  allowed 
to  catch  them  on  holidays  and  Sundays :  in  the  Decretal 
there  is  an  express  chapter  to  this  effect. 

'^  The  winter  rendezvous  of  the  herrings  is  probably  the 
icy  sea,  within  the  .arctic  circle;  as  this  sea  swarms  with 
insect  food  in  greater  abundance  than  in  our  warmer  bli- 
tudes.  From  this  sea  the  great  colony  of  these  fishes  sets 
out  about  the  middle  of  winter ;  and  this  colony  is  com* 
posed  of  such  numbers  as  to  exceed  the  power  of  inuigiaa- 
tion.  But  they  have  no  sooner  left  their  retreats  than  they 
have  to  encounter  with  a  multitude  of  enemies.  The  sun- 
fish  and  cachalot  devour  them  in  great  abundanee ;  and 
besides^  the  porpus,  the  grampus,  the  shark,  cod-fi«h, 
haddocks,  pollocks,  and  the  numerous  tribe  of  dog-fisb, 
find  them  an  easy  prey,  and  desist  from  making  war  upon 
one  another.  To  these  enemies  we  may  add  innumerable 
flocks  of  sea-fowl  that  chiefly  inhabit  the  northern  regions 
towards  the  pole,  which  watch  the  outset  of  their  periloas 
migration,  and  spread  among  them  extensive  ruin.  In  this 
state  of  danger,  the  defenceless  emigrants  crowd  closer 
together,  as  if  they  could  thus  secure  themselves  against 
the  attacks  of  their  enemies.  The  main  body  begins  to 
separate,  at  a  certain  latitude,  into  two  great  divisions } 
one  pf  which  moves  to  the  west,  and  pours  down  along  the 
coasts  of  America,  as  far  south  as  Carolina,  and  becomes 
so  numerous  in  the  Chesapeak  bay  as  to  be  a  nuisance  to 
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tke shores.    The  other diyision  takesa more  eastern  direor 
tion  towards  Europe,  aad  falls  in  with  die  great  islapdcif 
Iceland  about  the  beginning  of  March.    Upon  their  arriY^I 
on  that  eoast,  their  phalanx,  which  hath  already  sufferotf 
considerable  diminution,  is  nevertheless  found  to  be  of  such 
extent,  depth,  and  closeness,  as  to  occupy  a  surface  e^ual 
to  the  dimensions  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland ;  but'suby 
divided  intorcohimns  of  5  or  6  miles  in  length,  and  3  or'4 
in  breadth;  each  line  or  column  being  led,  according  to 
the  ideas  of  fishermen,  by  herrings-  of  more  than  ordinary 
sixe.    The  herrings  swim  ;niear  the  surBace,  sinking  occi^ 
sionally  for  10  or  fifteen  minutes.    The  forerunners  of  those 
who  visit  the  British  kingdoms  appear  off  Shetland,  i^a 
April  or  May,  and  the  grand  body  begins  to  be  perceived 
in  June.    Their  approach  is  known  to  the  fishers,  by  a  small 
rippling  of  the  water,  the  reflection  of  their  brilliancy,  and 
the  number  of  soland  geege,  or  gannets,  and  other  aerii^ 
persecutors,  who  are  eager  to  devour  them,  and  who,  with 
the  marine  attendants,  may  ^erve  to  drive  shoals  of  thei^ 
into  bays  and  creeks,  where  many  thousands  of  them  are 
taken  every  night  from  June  till  September.    Although 
the  Shetland  islands  break  and  separate  the  grand  body  ^ 
the  herrings  into  two  divisions,  they  still  continue  their 
course  towards  the  south.    One  division  proceeds  along 
the  east  side  of  Britain,  and  pays  its  tribute  to  the  Ork«- 
neys,  the  Murray  firth,  the  coasts  of  Aberdeen,  Angus^ 
and  Fife,  the  great  river  Forth,  the  coast  of  Scarborough^ 
and  particularly  the  projecting  land  at  Yarmouth,  the  an- 
cient and  only  mart  of  herrings  in  England,  where  they 
appear  in  October,  and  are  found  in  considerable  quantities 
till  Christmas.    The  other  division  pursues  its  course  from 
the  Shetland  islands,  along  the  west  side  of  Britain  ;  and 
these  are  observed  to  be  larger  and  fatter  than  those  on  the 
east  side.    After  passing  the  Shetland  and  the  Orkney 
isles,  they  crowd  in  amazing  quantities  into  the  lakes,  bays, 
and  narrow  channels  of  the  shires  of  Sutherland,  Rossj 


and  Inyerness ;  which,  with  the  Hebride  isles,  especially 
the  Long  island,  form  the  greatest  stationary  herring  fish- 
ery in  Britain ;  that  upon  the  coast  of  Shetland  excepted. 
Sometimes  this  shoal,  in  its  soutbem  progress,  edges  close 
upon  the  extensive  coast  of  Argyleshire;  fills  erery  bay 
•and  creek;  and  visits,  in  small  detachments,  the  firth  of 
Clyde,  Lochfine,  and  other  lakes  within  the  entrance  of 
that  river;  the  coast  of  Ayrshire,  and  of  Galloway,  to  the 
head  of  the  Solway  firth.  This  shoal  proceeds  from  the 
western  shores  of  Scotland  towards  the  north  .of  Ireland ; 
where,  meeting  with  a  second  ioterroption,  they  are  again 
divided  into  two  brigades.  One  shoal  passes  down  the 
Irish  channel,  visits  the  Isle  of  Man,  and  affords  an  occa- 
sional supply  to  the  east  coast  of  Ireland,  and  the  west 
coast  of  England,  as  far  as  the  Bristol  channel.  The  other 
shoal  skirts  along  the  west  coast  of  Ireland,  where,  after 
▼isiting  the  lakes  of  Donegal,  it  gradually  disappears,  and 
is  finally  lost  in  the  immensity  of  the  Atlantic.  Herrings, 
it  is  observed,  are  not  seen  in  quantities  in  any  of  the 
southern  kingdoms,  as  Spain,  Portugal,  or  the  south  parts 
of  France,  on  the  side  of  the  ocean,  or  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, or  on  the  coast  of  Africa. 

•  "Were  we  inclined,^*  says  a  well-known  writer,  "to 
'  consider  this  partial  migration  of  the  herring  in  a  moral 
light,  we  might  reflect  with  Teneration  and  awe  on  the 
mighty  power  which  originally  impressed,  on  this  most  use- 
ful body  of  his  creatures,  the  instinct  that  directs  and 
points  out  their  course,  that  blesses  and  enriches  these 
islands,  which  causes  them  at  certain  and  invariable  times 
to  quit  the  vast  polar  deeps,  and  offer  themselves  to  our 
expecting  fleets.^' — "  This  impression  was  given  them,  that 
they  might  remove  for  the  sake  of  depositing  their  spawn 
in  warmer  seas,  that  would  mature  and  vivify  it  more 
assuredly  than  those  of  the  frigid  zone.  It  is  not  from  de- 
fect of  food  that  they  set  themselves  in  iliotion,  for  they 
come  to  us  full  of  fat,  and  on  theur  return  are  almost  uai^ 
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TersaUy  obserred  to  be  lean  and  miserable.  What  theic 
foad  is  Dear  the  pole,  we  are  not  yet  informed ;  but  in  our 
seas  they  feed  much  on  the  oniscus  mairinus,  a  crustaceous 
insect,  and  sometimes  on  their  own  fry.  They  are  in  fuU 
roe  to  the  end  of  June,  and  continue  in  perfection  till  the 
beginning  of  winter,  when  they  begin  to  deposit  their 
spawn.  Though  we  haYe  no  particular  authority  for  it, 
jet,  as  Tery  few  young  herrings  are  found  in  our  seaa 
during  the  winter,  it  seems  most,  certain  that  they  return 
to  their  parental  haunts  beneath  the  ice,  to  repair  the  ^ast 
destruction  of  their  race  during  summer,  by  men,  fowl^ 
and  fish.''      , 

Having  selected  a  vessel  with  a  decent  crew,  and  a  stea* 
dy,  intelligent,  and  communicative  captain,  (as  you  may 
style  him,)  and  clad  myself  in  a  garb  adapted  for  the  pur- 
pose, I  went  on  board.  At  3  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  the 
May-flower  cleared  off  from  the  pier,  and  o'er  the  swellings 
of  a  migestic  tide  bore  away  to  the  expanding  deep. 

Having  understood  that  it  was  the  custom  of  the  Manx  ' 
fishermen  to  use  a  short  prayer  on  going  out  to  their  occu* 
pation,  I  felt  some  disappointment  in  observing  no  religious 
ceremony :  but  my  suspense  was  soon  dissipated.  Turning 
off  from  the  rocks,  on  which  the  venerable  castle  reared 
its  pile  of  mouldering  fragments,  the  captain  exclaimed, 
'*.  Hats  off,  boys ;"  when  every  map,  with  his  face  in  his 
hat,  and  upon  his  knees,  implored,  for  a  minute,  the  pro« 
tection  and  blessing  of  the  Almighty,  in  the  way  he  thought 
best.  It  was  a  gratifying  spectacle.  I  cannot  certify  that 
the  same  expression  of  devotion  was  manifested  in  everjf 
vessel ;  but  I  presume  it  is,  to  this  day,  a  general  practice* 

Having  been  previously  informed  by  a  respectable  island-, 
er,  that  some  years  ago  he  had  seen  a  great  number  of  the 
fishermen  upon  their  knees  in  the  market-place,  imploring 
the.  divine  goodness,  and  receiving  the  admonitions  of  a 
Christian  minister,  I  was  jealous  of  this  glory  having 
departed ;  and  at  the  sound  of  ^*  Hats  off,  boys,"  a  sensa- 
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lioii  of  gratitade,  tend^nefls,  and  ^yaqpathy^  tlirined  dinmgh 
inj  soul,  which  may  be  better  conceived  thao  deacribed^  aad 
ivMch  can  Bever  be  b'aiiiabed  fHom  my  recollection.'  Solemn 
and  affecliog  -soene  L  How'diflfbreat  from  the  load-oaAa 
a»d  "Tocifbrated-  ouraea  of  the^mtblaas  seamen  !  How  ad- 
iafaNibly  adapted  is  sucAi'a  cei^emony^'to  remind^.tiie  yoor 
fiaherman  of  an  ali^^yerMMtiiig  Providencoy  by  whose  da- 
^rae  bia 'uncertain  aobsiatence  migfat  be  swept  away  in  a 
Bomehi!  And  let  us  not  start  back  with  a  suspicions 
eoMness  from  these  indications  of  dcTotional  feding,  and, 
•lassiag  them  with  unmeaning  superstitions,  afford  them  a 
jealous  toleration,  as  being  only  adapted  to  the  vulgar. 
Theiie  may  be,  there  must  be,  among  sudi  a  motley  assem- 
blage, both  hypocrisy  and  superstition;  but  there  is,' in 
many,  a  holy  sense  of'  dapendence,  gratitude,  ahd  venesa.- 
fion,  which  systems  of  national  education  may  looglabonr 
taiproduce,  and  which  would  be,  if  lost,  a  great  9nd  aw* 
fulcalaMty. 

Oft  as  the  fleet  from  Monads  shore 
Bears  to  the  deep  its  changeful  sail, 

hei  each  hh  prayV  devoutly  poui'. 
And  consecrate  the  welcome  gale ! 

We  sailed  out  seven  miles,  and  then  returned  three. 
During  this,  the  men  were  busily  employed  in  preparing 
the-iletf^,  nvliich  occapied  nearly  two  hours.  The  bets  are 
brooght  on  board  in  separate*  pieces,  generally  about  85 
Ihtboins  long  and  7  deep.  The  usual  ^number  bt  pieces  is 
nine  or  ten.  These  are  then  joined  together  tb  make  one 
complete  length,  which,  when  extending  behiad  the  boat, 
will  reach  from  400  to  500  yards.  StoYies  are  fastened  to 
the  boUom  of  the  net  to  cause  it  to  sink,  and  buoys  are 
tiled  to  the  top  by  cords,  regulated  by  the  number  of 
&tfa6nAs  it  may  be  thought  necessary  to  allow  tl\e  net  to 
sink.    Thesnat  is  then  carefully  irolled  up,  so  as  16  facilitate 
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its  being  passed,  in  its  ^hole  leagth,  over  the  side  of  the 
hoat. 

The  nets  being  prepared,  the  weary  fisherman,  stretch- 
ing himself  on  the  fore-castle,  soon  faib  into  a  slurober, 
tired  with  the  sleepless  labours  of  the  preceding  night; 
while  some  of  his  companions,  more  wakeful  because  mor6 
interested,  are  keeping  a  watohftil  eye  in  every  >dlreolioD^, 
to. hail  the  appearance  of  those  nfns  which  may  direct 
them  in  the  choice  of  their  situation  for  fiirhing. 

The  fleet,  being  now  engaged  in  the  same*  anxious  eir- 
cumspeetion,  prenented  a  lively  scMe.  With  foresails  down, 
to  steady  and  slacken  their  sailing,  they  were  all  intent 
upon  seieeting  the  most  favourable  spot.  A -space  of  about 
ten  miles  in  length,  and  from  two  to  three  in  breadth,  was 
now  traversed  to  and  fro,  in  mpld  alternations,  by  about 
S50  vessels.  The  fishermen  are  very  scrapuldus  about 
counting  the  vessels,  superstltmusly  saying,  as  I  heard 
myself,  '^  If  they  count  the  shipe,  they  shall  catch  no  fishJ? 

The  fleet  did  not  consist' eicelusively  of  Manx  vessels. 
Many  come,  during  the  season,  from  Ireland,  Scotland^ 
and  St.  Ives  in  Cemwall.  A  little  jealoasy  will  necessarily 
be  excited  by  the  intrusion  of  these  foreign  fidiefmen ;  but 
that  suspicious  feeling  seems  to  be  wearing  off,  and  giving 
way  to  the  more  liberal  principle, .  that  all  have  an  equai 
title  to  the  blessings  of  the  sea.  It  is  very  certain  that 
their  interference  cannot  cause  the  Manxmen  to  catch 
fewer  herrings.  The  mode  of  fishing  adopted  by  the  men  of 
St.  Ives  is  by  many  thought  superior  to  that  of  the  Manx- 
men ;  which  is  very  probable,  as  they  are,  generally,  mare 
^  successful.  The  rapM  interchanges  of  the  veseete  crossing 
and  recrossiiig  each  other  in  their  frequent  tackihgs^-the 
majestic  rolling  of  the  sea,  whose  cerulean  waves  were 
emblaaoned  by  reflecting  the  golden  clouds  of  an  autumnal 
evening  sky — the  high  spirits  of  the  fishermen,  wl^o  bailed 
an  unusual  promise  in  the  *^  signs,**  which  were  making 
their  appearance — the  novelty  and  the  peculiarity  of  the 
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mm^-^MmeA  an  uid«eribabk  iotaMit,  whkk  was  ui« 
tensely  kq>t  op  at  tliis  boar  <rf  the  eTening  by  aa  aaxiely 
to  witness  the  approaehing  labomv* 

It  was  now  siil  a*eIook.  The  signs  wera  bailed  on  oTery 
liand.  At  the  freqaent  aniaaated  cry  oC  the  sailors  of 
^'  Dewft  agaia»  Down  again/'  my  atteatioa  was  directed 
i»  the  stiaktng  of  the  fmmei^  a  bird  which  chieiy  stays  on 
the  aanthem  diCi  of  the  Cidf  of  Maa.« 

I  obserTed  these  birds  often  flying  and  hoTering  in  eer^ 
tain  directions,  when  suddenly  raising  tbensdres  to  ths 
hMght  of  from  800  to  MO  feet,  and  fising  th^ir  wings  te 
cleave  the  air  with  peculiar  faeility,  they  desccod  with 
amasing  fisrce  and  Tciooity  in  a  Una  quite  psrpendicnlari 
and  plunge  into  the  ware  lihe  the  CiUing  of  an  andior^  It 
haa  been  proved  that  4hey  can  descend  from  10  to  10 
fathoms  into  the  water.  They,  remain  nudw.the  snrftea 
about  15  seconds,  and  hsTiag  sncceeded  in  their  errand 
By  eff  to  their  reeky  retreata-f 

Half  an  hour  afforded  the  birik  of  prey  their  Sttfieient 
snppiy,  when  the  hamon  was  soon  denied  cf  these  fea- 
thered ittvaden.  This  entertainment  was,  howoTwr,  quickly 
succeeded  by  ttie  appearance  of  the  perpoiaes.  This  mumal, 
the  '^phocena  ddphinns**  at  lianmus,  is  the  smallest  at 
the  cetaceeaa  tribe:  these  we  saw  were  ahoat.six  feet 


•  Gmmd  is  the  lume  wed  for  the  <'  Pelecaaiw  Bamans"  of  Uaamm^  « 
the  BoUnd  gooti.  Mr.  Rmy  topposed  the  gaiuet  to  be  a  tpecies  of  large  gull ; 
and  he  was  led  into  the  mistake  by  never  haTing  an  oppertnnity  of  aeelns 
this  bird  except  i^hig)  aMl  ia  tbaairlthasawappearaaceof  aseS.  Qa 
this  sopfMHdoa  ha  gawe  it  the  title  of  ai^anKls  a  asi|iia  honvwsd  from 
tode^  and  which  admirably  eapraaaes  the  raiftld  deteent  of  this  bird  oa  itt 
prey. 

t  The  Cornish  mode  of  taking  these  birds,  which  cannot  easily  be  shot,  U^ 
by  fastenhig  a  pildbard  toaboari,  and  faueening  It m Stile  below  the  sar- 
lace  of  the  water;  which  whee  the  ganoet  pcreelYes,  he  predjr&tttcs  btm^ 
self  with  such  violence  from  his  aerial  eiavatioa,  that  hl^  beak  passes  thnmgh 
the  board,  and  he  dashes  his  brains  ant. 


different  iMrection^;  afterwards;  wheeling  their  finny  backs 
in  ^ntler  Tolutions,  they  approached  close  to  our  boat. 
There  is  something  in  the  idle,  heedless  whirl  of  these 
brawny  creatures,  taking  their  pastimes  near,  that  affards 
peculiar  amusement  to  a  stranger  in  maritime  excursions. 

AvaSing  themselves  of  these  signs  as  the  groundwork 
of  their  reasonings,  the*  spectator  was  not  a  little  amused 
to  Ksten  to  the  anxious  disputation  of  -the  wiser  ones. 
Every  one  thinks  his  own  opinion  best ;  and  tb  please  all, 
there  may  be  somethnes  no  alternative  but  to  strike  sail 
where  they  are,  and  takie  their  chance.  *  It  is,  however, 
generally  the  case,  that  every  vessel  is  quite  satisfied  with 
its  situation,  though  some  miles  distant  from  others,  which 
eff  course  have  the  same  predilection  for  the  place  they  have 
eho^en.  Not  Ur  from  us  I  observed  a  boat  carrying  a  .>ldyr, 
whioh*I'fonnd  to  be  what  isTeeogniied  by  the  honourable 
distinction  of  the  Adndr0f9  boat.  The  admiral  rides  near 
the  centre  of  the  fleet,  and  is  appointed  for  the  adjustment 
of  differences  between  the  boats ;  and  the  striking  of  his 
flag  is  the  signal  for  the  fleet  to  eommence/heir  work  of 
fishing,  which  never  takes  place  till  nm$€t^ 

It  was  seveti  o*cloek  wheA  the  magnified  orb  of  the 
biasing  sun  descended  below  the  briny  horixon,  gleaming 
oyer  the  wide  interposing  main  a  broad  flame  of  crimson, 
and  left,  in  a  few  moments,  behind  him  the  milder  r^ections 
of  the  clouds,  illumined  by  the  eflnlgence  of  his  setting. 
The  admiral's  flag  was  struck — the  mainsail  of  each  boat 
was  quickly  desoendfog  on  the  deck^-4he  rusty  teagles 
were  screaming— >the  busy  sailors  shouting-^and  the  ves- 
sels,  spread  far  and  wide  upon  the  waters,  were  now  sta- 
tionary, and  exhibited  only  a  fojreat  of  naked  masts  as  far 
as  the  darkening  atmosphere  wottid  admit  the  perception 
of  a  vessel. 

This  was  the  hour  ot  adventure,  ,  The  nets  were  soaked 
with  a  few  buckets  of  water  to  assbt  their  sinking  ^  each 


3M  APPSN0IX. 

iadiTidual  fixed  himfdf  at  his  pact;  one  te  tt&rol  the  net, 
oae  OD  tbb  side  to  adjast  the  stane  weights,  oaa  on  thai  la 
a4j«st  th^  buoysy  and  two  ioamediatdy  before  these  to  lift 
the  net  orer  the  side  of  the  Teasel.  In  fifteen  minotes  the 
whole  length  was  heayed  oTer4»oard,  and  eonunitted,  in  a 
trail  of  5Q0  yards,  to  the  deep.  They  had  now  to  trast  to 
the  protidenee  of  God.  And  I  was  nnspeakaUy  gratified 
to  find  that  the  conTietion  of  an  aU«-dispostng  Provideiioe 
was  not  absent  at  a  crisis  when  their  hopes  and  fears  were 
left  in  fall  operation.  The  sound  of  saored  harmony  came 
on  the  gale  of  departing  day  from  a  Tessd  stationed  to 
windward  of  us.  It  was  a  Ajramaung  lustily  hy  tte  crew, 
who  were  reposing  after  their  nets  were  strndi*  An  on* 
expected  salutation !  A  glow  of  sacred  sympathy  warmed 
my  breast.  I  acknowledged  the  identity  of  that  reli* 
gion  which  can  inspire  the  song  of  praise  upon  the  Manx- 
man's fishing -boat,  as  well  as  in  the  prison  of  Pfailippi. 
I  conceded  feelingly  to  the  truth,  that  be  that  loTeth  Crod 
will  love  his  brother  also;  and  though  I  nerer  saw,  and 
noTer  shall  see,  those  untutored  singers  of  Israel,  I  npuat 
confess,  I  felt  that  I  must,  as  a  Christian  belioYer,  Ioto 
them.  Remarking  upon  this  to  my  fellow-sailors,  I  in- 
quired if  they  nerer  employed  themsehrea  in  this  way ;  and 
the  captain,  noticing  the  gratification  afibrded  mo  hy  the 
vocal  exercises  of  the  adjacent  crew,  obserTed  that  ^'thoy 
were  no  great  singers,*  but  it  was  customary  with  them 
to  haTcaword  of  prayo*.'*  "Boys,  come  aft,*'  wan  no 
sooner  spoken,  than  the  willing  company  were  seen  upon 
their  knees  around  me,  A  yon^g  man,  not  knowing  my 
clerical  office,  commenced  without  ceremony,  a  simple, 
unaffected,  and  earnest  prayer,  to  which  I  listened  with 
peculiar  pleasure,  from  the  conviction  that  it  was  the  evi- 
dence of  a  sincerity  and  a  piety  which  were  invaluable  to  its 
|N>sses8or ;  and  still  more  so,  because  i  found  myself  in  a 
house  of  prayer f  though  tossed  on  the  rude  billows  of  the 
ocean.    When  this  supplication  ended,  the  clahns  of  office, 


and  the  bias  .of  a  dwotional  frame,  coiiftrained  me  to  add 
my  unworthy  orisoo.  Never  did  i  realize  more  solemnly 
the  presence  of  Jobovah,  /^  who  plants  his  footsteps  in  the 
sea,  and  rides  upon  the  storm;*'  whose  breath  causeth 
^^  the  waves  thereof  to  rage  and  swells  till  deep  xaUeth 
unto  deep  at  the  noise  of  his  waterspoiits/'  I  felt  it  in* 
cumbent  upon  me  to  implore  his  blessing  upon  our  com* 
panions  in  the  surrounding  ileet,  that  they  might  *^  fear 
God,  and  worship  him  who  made  the  seaapd  the  fountains 
of  waters ;''  and  that  they  might  be  prepared  to  surrender 
their  strict  and  solemn  account  to  Him  to  whom  ^*  the  sea 
roust  give  up  her  dead  ;*'  that  whenever  they  supplicated 
for  mercy,  they  might  be  strong  in  faith,  giving  glory  to 
God,  and  not  ^Mike  the  wave  of  the  sea,  that  is  drivan  of  the 
wind  and  tossed ;"  that  God  would  give  success  to  their 
precarious  occupation,  and  cause  the  net  to  be  *^  cast  on  the 
right  side  of  the  sldp  ;*'  and  that  the  poor  fishermen  might 
not  ^'  toil  all  night,  and  catch  nothing/'  I  cpuld  not  but 
supplicate  for  the  island  on  whose  shores  we.  were  billowed, 
that  it  might  ever  ^*  wait  for  God's  gracious  law ;"  that 
the  produce  of  the  sea  might  ever  be  continued  to  them ; 
and  that  the  GhH/pd-net  ujAght  be  cast  among  them  by  a 
holy  and  aealous  ministry ;  and  that  these  blessings  might 
be  extended  to  the  Islands  of  other  climes,  till  ^*  the  abun- 
dance of  the  sea.  shall  be  converted  unto  God."  ,  Rising 
from  oar  devotjions,  I  was  greeted  with  a.fervent  expres- 
sion of  their  Christian  affection. 

The  stars  now  glittered  in  th^  milky-way,  and  the  bolder 
fires  of  the  refolving  planets  supplied  the  place  of  the 
more  powerful  radiance  of  the  absent  moon.  The  light- 
houses at  the  extremities  of  the  island  were  sending  abroad 
at  intervals  a  stream  of  benignant  brightness.  The  blaze 
of  these  flickering  beacons,  so  delectable  to  the  bewildered 
mariner,  brings  with  it  associations  of  reflection  i^nd  sym^- 
pathy,  which,  if  they  be  less  affecting  in  sublimity  than 
the  contemplation  of  the  bright  orbs  suspended  on  high  by 
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tiie  neretful  Grentof,  are  not  less  allied  to  those  senthneDts 
ttf  tenderness  and^sensibility,  which  are  elielted  hy  empk- 
toring  the  melancholy  scenes  of  shipwreck. 

Though  not  unusually  dark,  it  was  sufficiently  so  to  gire 
effect  to  the  glistening  appearance  of  the  shoals  of  fish 
that  approached  the  vessel.  If  any  thing  could  make  one 
coTct  darkness,  in  such  a  situation,  it  wouM  be  that  one 
might  witness  the  flouncing  and  struggling  of  the  finny 
multitudes  that  are  entangled  in  the  meshes  of  the  net. 

About  10  o^dock  all  hands  were  engaged  to  haul  in  the 
net,  which  is  drawn,  not  as  many  suppose  after  Ae  method 
adopted  to  eircumvent  and  enclose  die  fish,  hut  ieisiirely, 
OTcr  the  side  of  tfie  boat.  The  net,  being  suspended  per- 
pendicularly, only  catches  those  fish  of  the  shoals  which  by 
traversing  to  and  firo  are  entangled  by  the  gills.  At  least, 
dns'is  the  Manx  method. 

The  drawing  in  of  the  net  is  a  beautiful  sight.  Perhaps 
from  ten  to  twenty  herrings  in  every  lineal  yard  come  tum- 
bling over  the  side  of  the  boilt,  if  they  have  tolerable 
success.  The  net  assumes  a  luminous  appearance  in  the 
act  of  drawing,  and  the  captured  creatures,  flouncing  about 
tw  a  few  minutes^  exhibit  all  their  phosphorescent  beauty^ 
and  expire.  The  idea  of  herrings  being  never  seen  alive 
is  therefore  not  quite  correct. 

Our  success  being  only  tolerable,  the  mainsail  was 
hoisted,  and  we  drove  a  few  miles  to  the  southward.  The 
aame  operations  were  again  performed.  Our  trail,  during 
the  second  shooting  of  the  net,  got  entangled  with  that  of 
an  adjacent  vessel,  which  obliged  them  to  haul  it  again  on 
board.  Thiscreated  great  confusion.  It  will  unavoidably 
often  oecur;  and  is  always  very  unpleasant,  by  raising  it 
tumultuous  shouting  and  blaming  each  other.  This  is  the 
only  disagreeable  you  may  encounter,  with  the  exception 
that  if  the  weather  prove  rainy  or  stormy  you  are  obliged  to 
retire  to  the<leii,  a  miserable  receptacle,  and  rightly  named, 
truly.  With  a  fire  on  the  floor,  you  go  m  where  the  smoke 
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ewtatH^ut  i  ao^  when  enjtered^  caa  neither  standbier  ait,  but 
are  aecenaitated  to  stretch  your  longitude  where  you  ean^ 
amid  all  that  is  aiekeaiiig  and  wretched.  Whoever  Ten* 
tures  on  a  fishing  ^xcur^bn  must  prepare  and  fortify  him- 
self to  endure  the  horrors  of  the  miserable  den. 

During  the  whole  period,  the  net  was  east  three  times  ^ 
and  the  number  of  fish  taken  was  8  or  10  maize,  or  about 
7000.  This  is  considered  good  success.  It  sometimes 
occurs,  that  one  boat  will  take  40  or  50  maiae  ;  and  in  the 
year  1802,  it  was  known  for  one  boat  to  bring  home  180 ; 
at  which  plenttful  season  100  maiae  waa  net  an  unusual 
product.  Such  seasons  hsTc,  howcTcr,  been  unknown  of 
later  years.  The  May-flower,  our  vessd,  has  gained  70 
guineas  in  one  nigbt^s  trip ;  but  she  is  thought  fortunate 
BOW  in  clearing  from  5  to  10  guineas* 

The  net  having  been  drawn  on  board  for  tbe  last  time  at 
6  o'clock  in  the  morning,  sails  were  hoisted  for  returning 
home.  The  vrind  being  contrary,  we  did  not  readi  Peel 
before  8  o'clock.  The  interim  was  employed  in  clearing 
the  neta  of  the  few  fish  repnaining  entangled,  nnd  talking 
over  CTcnta  of  the  neif^boiurhood,  and  fishing  anecdotes. 
Wearied  with  midnight  vigils,  I  hatted  with  joy  the  long 
illuminated  line  of  opening  day.  I  watched  the  inoreaaing 
day-break  till  the  sun  rose  behind  the  h«ghts  of  Knookaloe 
and  Slieauny-froghane,  and  gleamed  on  the  welcome  tide 
that  was  bearing  us  homeward. 

To  watch  the  returning  fleet,  whose  sails  are  expanded 
to  the  morning  sun,  is  truly  pleasing;  and  the  stran* 
ger  who  will,  just  jat  the  proper  time,  ascend  the  summit  of 
Knockaloe,  will  be  able  to  see  this  in  perfection,  and  will 
be  abundantly  repaid  for  the  toil  of  climbing  the  steep 
ascent. 

On  entering  the  harbour  we  were  hailed  by  small  boats, 
having  buyers  on  board,  who  go  round  among  the  fishing 
boats  to  ascertain  their  success,  and  offer  prices  for  their 
herrings. 
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It  may  be  necessary  here  to  explain  the  ikiaiiiier  of 
dividing  the  product  of  the  night's  fishing.  A  boat  is  ge- 
nerally considered  to  carry  9  men  and  9  pieces  of  net ;  and 
the  product  is  diTided  into  twelve  shares;  one' of  ^rhieh 
goes  to  every  fisherman,  two  to  the  owner  of  tk'boat,  and 
one  for  the  nets,  which  is  apportioned  to  the  owners  of 
them  respectively.  Thus  the  captain,  by  tidcing  two  of  his 
own  men,  and  providing  the  boat  and  the  nets,  would  Jnst 
divide  the  product  equally  with  the  six  ftshermen  who  go 
along  with  him. 

It  may  be  calculated,  according  to  our  nigfat*s  success, 
that  each  fisherman  may  earn  from  10  to  90  shillings  a 
night.  This  however  would  be  extremely  erroneous,  if 
taken  as  a  general  example.  They  are  sometidies  unable, 
through  stormy  weather,  to  go  out  above  twice  or  three 
iimes  in  a  week  ;  and  often,  when  thoy  go,  catch  but  few 
herrings — sometimes  none.  There  is  no  dang^  of'tKeir 
becoming  rich.  They  deserve  all  they  get.  Their  long 
absence  from  the  domestic  circle — their  chief  labour 
being  required  during  the  hours  of  midnight — their  con- 
stant exposure  to  the  horrors  of  the  storm  and  tempest — 
'  and  the  piainful  uncertainty  of  their  success — ^will  donptrain 
every  one  to  acknowledge  that  their  bread  is  hardly  eairned, 
and  that  the  fisherman  is  worthy  of  his  hire. 

When  we  reflect  that  the  chief  subsistence  of  upwards 
of  3000  poor  Islanders  depends  upon  this  precarious  source, 
it  must  be  a  gladdening  event  when  the  fleet  returns  fipom 
the  labours  of  the  night  with  two  or  three  thousand  pounds 
worth  of  herrings.  Yet,  out  of  this  good,  arise  two  seri- 
ous evils,  which  every  means  should  be  employed  to  correct. 
The  ohe  is,  that  success  in  fishing  induces  excess  in 
drinking.  Intoxication  is  the  bane  of  this  Island.  It  is 
to  be  regretted  that  the  low  price  of  spirituous  liquors 
affords  such  a  facility  for  indulgence  in  this  destructive 
dime.  The  other  «vil  is  a  disgusliiig'  iadoleoee  when  on 
shore,  resulting  from  the  ni^ure  of  sea-fiuing  oeewpstioBs. 


Accustomed  to  tlieir  fishiogy  they  become  almost  usdey  at 
home.  The  females  toil  in  Ihe  fields,  and  cultiyate  the  farm^ 
nvbile  the  men,  having  no  engagements  at  sea,  lounge  away 
jthe  vacant  day  in  the  corner  of  some  neighbouring  tap-^ 
room,.tal]iing  Qvec  the  wonderfii^  exploits  and  escapes  of  the 
.preceding  season.  As  agricultural  arrangements  are  now 
carryiug  forward  with  increasing  spirit,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
male  populati<)n  yvill  derive  a  political  and  moral  advantage. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  time  that  is  employed  in  fisl^* 
ing  were  employed  in  farming,  it  would  as  well  repay  the 
.poor  man  ibr  his  labour.  He  that  can  convince  the  Manx- 
me/i  of  this  truth .  will  confer  a  benefit,  as  great  as  his 
task  will  be  difficult. 

Being  once  more  on  terra  firma,  I  found  myself  in  the 
midst  of  a  busy  population.  General  anxiety  to  know 
what  had  been  our  success  manifested  itself.  The  herrings 
began  soon  to  be  circulated  as  a  trading  commodity.  Carts 
from  Douglas  and  different  parts  of  the  country  were  car- 
rying away  the  shining  purchase ;  lusty  females  were  con- 
veying off  their  baskets  with  the  milky-looking  contents ; 
and  the  smoky-visaged  paupers  came  buying  the  day's 
meal  at  5  for  a  penny,  pleased,  at  so  reasonable  a  rate,  to 
replenish  the  table  of  theii^  hBj^j  families. 

The  fishermen,  on  landing,  brought  along  with  them  their 
nets,  which  were  fdrthwith  shouldered  to  the  adjacent  hill, 
where  I  observed,  scores  of  them  laying  them  abroad  to 
dry,  and  mending  the  broken  meshes,  to  be  ready  for  the 
next  excursion.* 

A  circumstance  at  this  time  happened,  which  created  an 
additional  movement,  particularly  among  the  younger 
tribes.  One  of  the  fishermen  venturously  attempting  to 
bring  to  shore  a  small  skuUy-boat,  which  he  had  overladen 
with  herrings,  it  was  overturned  by  the  heavy  surge  which 


*  For  an  aoooimt  of  the  amBer  in  ifUdi  tiio  hflrrings  are  ioUed  and  dried 
for  exportation,  the  reader  is  referred  to  page  149*'' 
22  8u 


"Was  driring  ttpon  tbe  bdaell.  The  ctmdrdii  of  Hie  town 
were  quickly  crowded  upon  th6  shore,  attempting,  with 
wonderfdl  amusement  to  themvelyes,  tb  snat«;h  from  th^ 
driving  waves  the  floating  fry.  Tbe  Inerrimekit  was  great 
to  the  freakish  children ;  but  the  poor  man,  who  had  lost 
about  10,000  herrings,  was  not  so  pleased  to  see  didur  mirth 
at  his  expense. 

While  the  weather  continue  favourable,  the  Ashing 
operations,  which  I  have  attempted  to  describe,  are  kept 
up  during  the  season  without  intermission  ;  and  I  frankly 
confess^  few  specimens  of  industry  liave  aflbrdiMl  me  greater 
entertainment  or  satlsfaetion  th4n  the  herring-fishing  of 
the  Isle  of  MAn. 


J.  Cleave,  Printer. 
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